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SUEGICAL NICKNACKS.— No. I. 

Dear Sib: — Hearing that you are about to start a new 
Medical Journal, I must beg the use of a comer in it occasion- 
ally, for such professional nicknacks as may fall in my way, and 
not prove unworthy of your acceptance : 

I make this request the more readily on the conviction, that, 
whatever may be the merits or defects of my own lucubrations, 
so long as you have the disposal of them, they will never be as- 
sociated with any thing unworthy of our noble calling. 

PSEUDABTHBOSIS. 

The accompanying paper an Pseicda/rthrosis, owing to a tem- 
porary indisposition, from which I am now suflfering, is not so 
well elaborated as I should wish ; the cases however have near- 
ly all been written out to fill a previous purpose. I have only 
to require them to be transcribed, the comments can be sup- 
plied by the intelligent reader. 

The term Pseudarthrosis applies to several forms of false 
joint. We have Jirsty a congenital variety, caused by some ir- 
regularity of development in the limbs of the foetus in utero* 
The interruption to development under these circumstances may 
be so great, as to lead to complete truncation, as I. remember to 
have seen in one instance, in which the upper extremity termi* 
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nated in a point, about two inches below the shouldel joint. 
Or, it may only be sufficient to* impress a circular indeatatioft 
on the limb, above and below which the parts continue to grow ; 
but, owing to stricture at the part, the bony texture is replaced 
by ligament, and a false joint is produced. An instance of 
this sort occurring in the bones of the leg, was reported to me 
by a friend within the past year. 

We have secondly^ the artificial Pseudarthrosis, the result of 
surgical influence, either for the relief of anchylosis, or, as a 
substitute for a natural joint, previously injured or disorganized. 
Hitherto, the attempts to establish a new joint in the continu- 
ity of bones for the cure of anchylosis, have, I believe, been con- 
fined to the upper portion of the os femoris ; and, of the three 
attempts that have been made in this country to establish a false 
joint at this point, two have failed from consolidation of the 
bone after the operation, and the third terminated fatally by 
gangrene of the whole extremity, caused by pressure of the 
lower fragment of bone against the trunk of the femoral artery. 

With regard to those artificial joints which the surgeon at- 
tempts in the contiguity of bones, in order to restore the joints 
previously disorganized, we have nothing to say at present, our 
object being confined to the consideration of the thi/rd variety, 
or, that which results from imperfectly consolidated fracture, in 
the shafts of the bones. 

For the earlier cases of ununited fractures that have occurred 
at the N. T. Hospital, especially such as have been treated by 
excision, and the use of the wire clasp, I must refer to the pa- ^ 
per of Dr. John Heard, in the 1st vol. of the N. T. Journal of 
Medicine and Surgery, October, 1839. 

Since the publication of that paper, or rather, since my ap- 
pointment as one of the surgeons to the Hospital in '39, we 
have had in this institution, as far as I have been able to ascer- 
tain from the books, thirteen cases of ununited fracture, or ra- 
ther of Pseuda/rthrosiSy for, there are many cases of non-union, 
after fracture, that cannot be classed as false joints. 

Of these cases, some were under the care of my colleagues, 
and some, either wholly or part of the time, under my own 
charge. Among my own cases, I was in one instance obliged 
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to resort to amputation. I have in no instance, as yet, applied 
either the setonor the wire. 

Of the whole number of cases of which I have any memo- 
randa, one was in the humerus, two in the forearm, two in the 
OS femoris, and eight in the bones of the leg ; seven underwent 
operations, and six got well by other means. Of the seven 
that were subjected to operations, one underwent amputation 
and recovered ; three had setons passed through the ends, all 
of which were also reported to have been cured ; nine submit- 
ted to excision, drilling and the wire ligature; of these latter, 
one died, one recovered with the wire permanently imbedded 
in the bone, from which it could not be extracted, and the 
third, now six months after the operation, is still uncured. In 
the fatal case, as well as in the case subjected to amputation, 
the false joint was seated below the knee. In those that reco- 
vered after wiring, it was in the forearm ; and in the cases 
treated by the seton, the humerus in one, the femur in another, 
and the tibia in another, was the seat of accident. In the ca- 
ses that got well independent of operation, the false joint was, 
with the exception of Case 13, situated in the bones of the leg. 

The following summary will serve to present these fiicts, 
somewhat more in detail : — 

Case Fi/rst — Charles Baird, a bright lad, of lymphatic tem- 
perament and strumous diathesis, set. 14, was admitted Dec. 10, 
1839, on account of a deformity of his left leg, the result of a 
badly united fracture of eight years standing; the lower part 
of the leg being bent inward and backward nearly at right an- 
gles with the upper. Dec. 15. Dr. Stevens sawed out a wedge- 
like piece from the angle of the bent tibia, and another from 
that of the fibula, so as to straighten the limb and put the frag- 
ments of these bones in their proper relation to each other. No 
wires were used. The bones were kept in proper juxta-posi- 
tion, and the case was subsequently treated as a case of com- 
pound fracture of the leg. May 10th, 1840. The wounds made 
during the operation have long since closed to a mere point. 
Subsequent to this date, however, the integuments of the limb 
gave way, and presented small strumous ulcers in several pla- 
ces. The bones had never united by ossific deposit, and even if 
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they had united in the straight position, the diseased limb 
would have been four or five inches shorter than the other. 
The patient came under my care in 1840, and, as the bones at 
the end of a year after the first operation 
were still ununited, the limb still ulcerat- 
ed and the patient's general health fail- 
ing, I resolved, in consultation with my 
colleagues, to remove it. Subsequent to 
the operation, which was performed be- 
low the knee, the patient's general health 
improved rapidly for a time. But, at a 
later date, strumous abscesses occurred 
in the thigh of the aflfected limb, and 
in other parts. He left the Hospital 
April 8th, 1841, at which date his gen- 
eral health was again improving, but 
with one or two small abscesses still open. 
The Pseudarthrosis in this case has 
furnished a morbid preparation of much 
interest, and which I have deposited in 
the Pathological Cabinet of the Hospital. 
The bones are much attenuated, and the 
approximating ends of the fragments 
are wasted to a mere point. The liga- 
mentous bands that bind them together 
are still preserved, holding the fragments 
in situ. See the accompanying illus- 
tration. 

Case Second. — ^Benjamin Goulding, set. 22, seaman, from 
Connecticut, entered Dec. Yth, 1842, and was treated by Dr. 
Buck for a badly united fracture of both bones of the leg, the 
result of an injury which occurred in the May preceding. The 
operation of exsection and wiring was a very severe one, and 
was performed on the 24th of Dec. Erysipelas ensued on the 
29th, but this had been preceded by great constitutional distur- 
bance and the usual symptoms of shock from a severe opera- 
tion. The case terminated fatally on the Hth Jan., 1843. 




Case TAW.— Eandall Holly, printer, set. 20, from England, 
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was admitted Aug. 12th, 1846, under the care of Dr. Hoffman, 
but was part of the time treated by Dr. Post". He had had his 
arm nearly sawn off by a circular saw, which had caught him 
on the outer surface of the forearm, dissevered integument, 
muscles and bones transversely, and left him only the flexor 
muscles and a moiety of integument for keeping the parts to- 
gether by. Oct. 16. The external wound had nearly cicatrized 
throughout, but the bones of the forearm were not yet consoli- 
dated. At this date, he left the Hospital, having been thus far 
under the care of Dr. Hoflftnan. 

Dec. 8th. — He was re-admitted under the care of Dr. Post. 
Patient stated that there had been an exfoliation of several small 
fragments of bone. Dec. 16. Dr. Post excised the broken ends 
of the bones, and immediately afterwards applied the wire 
clasp, through perforations between two ends of the broken 
ulna. July 17th. The bones appear to be well consolidated, but 
the arm is rigid. At this date, the patient was discharged. 

Case FowrtK. — James A. Sherman, set. 38, merchant, from 
Connecticut, was admitted April 3d, 1845, with an unconsoli- 
dated fracture of the thigh, rather high up, the result of a fall 
which occurred 14 months previously. He appears in the in- 
terval to have been subjected to various modes of treatment. 
An able surgeon of this city, about nine weeks prior to the pa- 
tient's admission into the Hospital, had passed a seton through 
the thigh between the fragments of the bone. This seton was 
removed very soon after his admission. The suppuration re- 
sulting from it was profuse and protracted, and abscesses form- 
ed at different parts about the limb during the patient's residence 
at the Hospital. 

July 29th. — ^The abscesses were still open, but the bone ap- 
peared to be firm. 

Dec. 31st. — ^The thigh is in about the same condition as at 
ndv. ast report. The patient has had an epileptic fit lately. He 
has no power of raising the limb, or of flexing the thigh ; the. 
knee joint is rigid or anchylosed, and the whole limb is larger 
than the other. Jan. 12, 1846, he left the Hospital, cured of 
his fracture. It is to be remembered, that this case was at first 
a simple fracture. The patient had the appearance of good 
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general health. How far he had had a fair chance of cnre by 
repose before theseton was employed, I am nnable to say. 

Case Fifth, — Nicholas Lawson, Sweden, seaman, aet. 47 — 
admitted July 3d, 1847, with an ununited fracture of the right 
humerus, just above the middle of the bone, caused by a fall 
while at sea about four weeks previously. At date of admis- 
sion, the fragments were not in exact coaptation ; patient had 
been wearing splints and bandages since the time of the acci- 
dent. After admission, these were re-arranged ; the limb being 
put up in four splints and a roller. 

Sept. 7th. — "Eo union. An angular splint of pasteboard was 
now applied, so as to include the arm and forearm flexed upon 
it at a right angle. 

Sept. 28th. — Condition unaltered. Patient was put upon an 
alterative course of calomel, which was continued with slight 
interruption until the 8th of November. Ptyalism had been 
produced. 

Nov. 17th. — ^It was, on consultation, suggested that the 
splints be for a time applied very loosely. Blisters to be ap- 
plied in the neighborhood of tiie injury, which failing, the 
attending surgeon, Dr. Buck, was advised to resort to the seton 
of silk thread, which was introduced on the 7th of December ; 
the limb at the same time adjusted in a triangular splint. 

Jan. 3d, 1848. — ^There is profiise suppuration, the matter 
burrowing towards the elbow, requiring a counter opening low 
down for its escape. "Whole limb greatly swollen ; the seton 
and the splint were removed ; the limb enveloped in a poultice. 

Feb. 16th. — ^The active inflammation for the most part is 
overcome, and there is a considerable degree of firmness at the 
seat of accident. 

July 6th. — ^The fracture has been consolidated for nearly 
three months, the muscles of the forearm have in a great degree 
regained fullness, the elbow joint somewhat rigid, so the flexion 
and extension are both imperfect. The obstacle to flexion is 
referred by the patient to the olecranon, the tendon of the 
triceps becoming very rigid, when flexion is attempted. To 
overcome this rigidity, the patient was placed under the influ- 
^ence of chloroform, and the elbow forcibly bent, when the 
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resistance appeared to be suddenly overcome, the elbow yield- 
ing with a perceptible snap. It was now discovered that the 
olecranon process had suffered a transverse fracture, and was 
drawn about an inch above its natural relations. On the 
following day, the limb was swollen, painful, and discolored ; 
twenty-four leeches were applied. 

July 12th. — ^Pain and swelling have subsided. 

July 31st. The elbow has acquired an increased degree of 
motion. The flexion can be made to an angle of 45 degrees, 
and extension is scarcely impeded. The olecranon has united by 
ligament, which when put upon the stretch is found to be about 
half an inch in length. 

Aug. 1st. — ^Discharged cured. 

Case Sixth. — John Forbes, boatman, Ireland, set. 26, of in- 
temperate habits, was admitted July 28th, 1850, with an un- 
united fracture of his tibia, which had existed since July 29th, 
1849, caused by his leg being caught between the steamboat 
and the wharf. At the time of admission, union appeared to 
have made some progress. The fracture was confined to the 
tibia ; the fragments of which were in fair opposition, but the 
lower fragment slightly in advance of the other. For some 
time after admission, little more was done than to keep the 
limb at rest. A few days after admission a puncture was 
made through the incipient callus with a fine needle. 

Feb. 25th. — A small seton of silk was passed in part be- 
tween the fragments, and in part, through a drilled opening. 

March 22d. — Little inflammation, or suppuration having 
ensued, the small seton was removed, and a larger one sub- 
stituted. 

April 29th. — Since the last report, patient has had several 
slight attacks of erysipelas in the neighborhood of the injury ; 
consolidation appears now to be much greater than at the time of 
adinission ; seton removed, and more swelling about the broken 
extremities. 

May 10th. — Starch bandage applied. 

June 2d. — Bandage removed, union firm. 

June 3d. — Discharged cured : subsequently to his discharge^ 
the callus, from some accident, appears to have been slightly 
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disturbed again. Patient applied for re-admission, but was not 
received ; he afterwards fell into the hands of a private practi- 
tioner in the city, who using for. this purpose a gimlet, with which 
he perforated the bone obliquely across the track of the original 
fracture, repeated the drilling process ; which process, whether 
necessary or not, is said to have been followed by complete 
consolidation in eleven days. 

Case Sefoenth, — Charles McGerald, a healthy Irish laborer, 
aged 21, was admitted under my own care January 31st, 1861, 
with an ununited fracture of the right forearm near its middle ; 
the injury having existed since the Slst August, previous. It 
occurred from having had his arm brought under the action of 
a circular saw, which was working by steam-power; the soft 
parts had been extensively injured, and both bones obliquely 
severed. In the course of the treatment, the limb had been 
very tightly bandaged, leading to great tumefaction of the fin- 
gers and hand. At the time of admission, however, the arm 
appeared in a fair way of doing well if left alone. I accord- 
ingly refused to interfere with it, except by proper dressings for 
overcoming the oedema of fingers and hand, and steadying the 
bone at the seat of injury. 

Feb. 1st. — My term of attendance closing, the patient passed 
in the hands of Dr. Eodgere, who, on the 21st of March, after 
two consultations called for the purpose, proceeded to operate by 
exposing both bones, sawing off the broken extremities of each, 
and bringing these as nearly as possible to their natural rela- 
tions by means of wire ligatures. 

Sept. 29. — ^Patient seized with erysipelas. This ran high, 
and was. accompanied with much constitutional disturbance, 
profuse suppuration in seat of wound, and abscesses in other 
parts of the limb, particularly near the elbow joint. 

April 18th. — Suppuration diminishing. 

April 28th. — Swelling much subsided ; limb dressed with a 
roller. 

May 13th. — ^The wounds made for the evacuation of matter 
have very nearly healed ; there has been some sloughing around 
wires. 

May 17th. — ^Wire ligatures removed. The sloughing con- 
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tinues. There is some rigidity in the arm, and no union of the 
bones. 

June Ist. — ^The patient again came under my care. There 
is evidently much rigidity about the elbow joint, but still free 
motion at the seat of the operation. 

July Slst. — ^At the close of my term of attendance, the 
wounds and ulcerated openings had for the most part closed. 
The elbow and fingers rigid ; union at the seat of operation 
about as firm as on date of admission. 

Sept. 15th. — ^Discharged uncured ; little change having oc- 
curred since last report at seat of injury. Patient has now an- 
chylosis of the elbow joint, and the fingers and thumb so rigid 
as to be of little use to him. 

Four out of eight cases that got well independent of any 
operation, were either wholly or in good part of the time under 
my own care. We will take these up in the order of time. 

Case Eighth, — One of the cases not under miy care, was an 
English woman, aged 60, Lucy Smith, who had suffered a frac- 
ture of the leg, two months before admission. When admitted 
October 30, 1845, her limb was put up in the starch apparatus, 
which she continued to wear for nearly two months. 

Dec. 30th, 1846. — ^The bones appear to have firmly united. 

Feb. 23d, 1846. — She was discharged cured of her fracture, 
but with considerable rigidity about the knee. 

Case Ninth. — ^The first of my own cases was Henry Morgan, 
storekeeper from Connecticut, aged 40, who entered the Hos- 
pital December 5th, 1843, with transverse fracture of the tibia, 
for whichrhe was treated in the usual manner, but without the 
usual success. He left the Hospital March 2d, 1844, with mo- 
tion still perceptible at the seat of fracture. On the 25th of 
March, he returned, and it was now ascertained that the patient 
was suffering from constitutional syphilis. He was put upon 
an alterative course ; the leg was put up in the starch appara- 
tus, and the electro-magnetic current was applied to it in a longi- 
tudinal course, for several minutes each day. He had some 
neuralgic symptoms ; under this plan of treatment the bones 
bepame consolidated, and he was discharged cured on the 13th 
May, 1844. 
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Case Tenth. — ^The next case was admitted under one of my 
colleagues and became a patient of mine some weeks after- 
wards. Peter Henry, an Irish laborer, aged 23, was admitted 
January 28th, 1847, with recent fracture of both bones of his 
leg about four inches above the ankle, the fracture of the tibia 
being very oblique ; the accident resulted from the fall of a 
heavy piece of timber. He was treated in the usual way ; first, 
by keeping the limb at rest, and moistened with an evaporating 
lotion, and at the end of a week putting it up in a permanent 
manner. 

March Ist. — ISo consolidation has taken place. The limb 
was taken from the splints, and enveloped in the starch appa- 
ratus. 

April 5th. — ^There is still a false point of motion at the seat of 
fracture. The apparatus was laid aside ; the patient was kept 
permanently on his back, and a succession of blisters was or- 
dered around the limb, in the neighborhood of the fracture. 

May 12th. — The blisters have been kept open nearly up to 
the present date. The bones now appear to have united. The 
patient had subsequently a slight attack of erysipelas, which 
had subsided on the 27th May. 

June 7th. — He was discharged cured.^ 

Case Eleventh, — ^Meinhardt Wiger, German, aged 48, an en- 
gineer ; was admitted Jan. 16th, 1847, with a compound fracture 
of the tibia, a few inches above the ankle, and a simple frac- 
ture of the fibrita of the same leg, rather higher up, caused by 
mechanical violence just prior to his reception. The external 
wound was small, and caused by an acute projecting point from 
the upper fragment of the tibia, which point Dr. Post re- 
moved with tfie saw, after dilating the opening. The subse- 
quent treatment was such as appeared best for controlling in- 
flammation and keeping the limb at rest. 
. Feb. 24th. — Suppuration slight. The limb was removed 
from the fracture-box, and placed upon the double-inclined plane. 
I took charge of the case on the first of March. The external 
wound was contracted to a mere point. 

March 12th. — ^No union and no inflammation. The limb was 
flaccid and less full than the other one. Galvanism and stimu- 
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lating embrocations were ordered, and further measures were 
taken to keep the leg and foot in absolute repose. 

April 28th. — ^The bones are beginning to unite firmly. May 
20th. — ^The splints were removed, the bones are found to^ be 
firmly consolidated. 

June 2d. — ^He was discharged cured. 

Case Twelfth. — ^William Graham, seaman, aged 40, New- 
York, admitted December 6, 1845, with a simple fracture of 
both bones of the leg, just below the middle, which has existed 
three months, and which presented, at the time of admission, 
little tendency towards consolidation, yet with some callus de- 
posit in the neighborhood of the fracture. 

Dec. 8th. — Starch apparatus applied. 

Jan. 13th. — ^Apparatus removed. No advancement in the 
way of cure — apparatus re-applied. Patient allowed to go 
about with a crutch, without putting his foot to the ground. 

Feb. 20th. — ^Apparatus again removed ; bones still uncon- 
consolidated. I directed the electro-magnetic apparatus to be 
employed, the electric current to traverse the limb in all di- 
rections daily, the poles of the apparatus being armed with 
needles which penetrated the skin., 

March 30th. — Bones united. Patient discharged cured. 

Case Thirteenth. — Matilda Eichardson, negress, of intempe- 
rate habits, aged 25, was admitted August 9th, 1849, with simple 
fracture of the lefl os femoris — patient at the same time labor- 
ing under primary syphilis, and soon after admission seized 
with delirium tremens. The limb was for some time kept on 
the double inclined plane. 

Oct. Ist. — TSo union. Starch bandage placed over thigh, 
in order, if possible, to break patient from the habit of disturb- 
ing the apparatus. 

Nov. 6th. — ^Patient put upon an alterative course of blue 
pill, which was continued nearly, if not quite up to February 
Ist, 1850, at which time patient fell under my own care. The 
fracture still unconsolidated. The electrical current was now 
applied to the limb three times a week, the acupuncture 
needles passing rather deeply into the limb on either side of the 
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fracture. At the close of my attendance, April Ist, the union 
appeared to be firm. 

May 21st. — Patient has for some weeks been able to hobble 
about, the limb being considerably shortened. In this condi- 
tion she was discharged. 

From what has now been stated, it might perhaps appear, 
that the cases subjected to severe operative measures, were more 
serious than the others ; the remark will not apply to the whole 
of them : there is much room to doubt the expediency of severe 
measures, at least in some of the cas8s above alluded to. The 
number of surgical cases usually under treatment in the New- 
Tork Hospital is very great, as may be seen by the recent re- 
port drawn up, at my request, by Dr. Lente, one of our house 
surgeons, and published in the August number of the New- 
York Journal of Medicine for this year. I may venture to say, 
that we have usually within the walls of this institution, a 
greater number o^ fractures of all kinds than can be found in 
the whole of the Hospitals in Paris put together ; and after 
having been an attentive observer of these cases for many years, 
I have yet to see the case in which I would employ either seton, 
excision, caustic, perforating plug, or the wire ligature. 

"With regard to the causes leading directly to non-union, they 
are either local or constitutional. Amongst the local ca/uses^ 
the most common are great destruction of parts at the seat of 
injury ; and in the course of treatment, the injudicious use of 
extra pressure from splints and bandages, leading to partial in- 
terruption of the circulation, and interfering with nutrition and 
the deposit of callus ; these are much more frequent causes of 
failure than any amount of motion to which the limb is subjected 
by the incontroUable disposition of the patient. Among the con- 
stitutional causes of non-union, the most common are the various 
forms of cachexia. Strumous cachexia as in the first case here- 
in reported; syphilitic cachexia, or at least syphilitic conta- 
mination of the system, as in the cases Nine and Thirteen ; and 
cancerous cachexia, of which I have given no instance in 
the present report, but to which I hope to allude, with cases )i 
illustration, at a future occasion. 

The records of South Sea navigation during the past century, 
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fiirnisli evidence that a fractured bone, even after it has become 
consolidated, will yield anew at the point of union under the 
influence of the scorbutic cachexia. 

It has been a favorite theme with many of our modem sur- 
geons, especially those of this country, to lay much stress on 
the use of particular modes of procedure. The scientific sur- 
geon will treat his cases according to their indications, and be 
above all such little practices. 

Truly, yours, John Watson, M. D. 



False Aneurism of the Descending Aorta^ terminating fatally 
hy 8ym{ptoms of Laryngeal Obstruction. — By John A. S wett, 
M. D., Physician to the New-York Hospital. 

Wh«n I visited the wards of the New-York Hospital on the 
Tth of July, I found there a patient sitting upon his bed, and 
leaning forwards, with his elbows upon his knees. He was a 
sailor, thirty-two years of age, who had been admitted about 
two hours previously, in a state of great distress from dyspnoea, 
attended with inability to swallow. By remaining quiet in the 
ward ever since his admission, his condition had very much im- 
proved ; his dyspncea was less, the power of swallowing had re- 
turned. His respiration was still however, laborious, with 
sonorous inspiration and expiration — the sound being most dis- 
tinct and prolonged during the latter movement of the chest. 
On attempting to speak, the patient's voice was at one moment 
distinct and clear ; at another, broken, feeble, and a little husky : 
occasionally, a hoarse, convulsive cough was noticed. He was 
a man in the prime of life, not emaciated, possessing a good 
deal of muscular strength, but his face was pale, the lower eye- 
lids oedematous, the extremities cold, and the pulse very feeble. 

The patient stated that he had suffered from acute symptoms 
only four days, which he referred to the throat ; obstruction, 
dysphagia, dyspnoea. These symptoms did not appear to have 
been distressing, except at times, and especially after exercise. 
After rising from bed that morning, and dressing himself, he 
attempted to walk across the street, when he was seized ^iXk a 
paroxysm of suffocation, so that he fell, and was carried into 
the house. 
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The patient rose readily from the bed, and walked across 
the ward near a window. I then examined the external ap- 
pearance of the throat, and found nothing abnormal. There 
was no tumor, no displacement of the larynx, no tenderness on 
pressure over that organ. The throat, internally, was in a nat- 
ural, healthy condition. Passing the fore-finger into the mouth, 
I was able to feel distinctly the epiglottis, and to insert the end 
of the finger in the upper opening of the larynx, between 
the arytenoid-epiglottic folds. There was no sensation of swel- 
ling in the parts. 

I formed the opinion, from this examination, that the diffi- 
culty, if in the larynx at all, must be somewhere about the vocal 
chords ; but, by this supposition I could not explain the unim- 
paired condition of the voice, at least at times. The absence 
of pain, and of tenderness also in the region of the larynx, was 
against the supposition of laryngeal disease. 

It was noticed during this examination, that the patient 
gradually grew worse as the examination proceeded. The dysp- 
noea increased, and the voice became very feeble, and at 
length failed altogether. Tet, in a short time after rest, his 
condition was much improved ; the dyspnoea decidedly dimin- 
ished, and the voice returned. A recollection of what had oc- 
curred in the morning before he entered the Hospital, of his 
condition at the time of his entrance, as well as since that pe- 
riod, rendered it very clear that exercise had a great influence 
in aggravating his symptoms, while a state of rest rapidly re- 
stored him to comparative comfort. These facts, with the 
absence of all direct evidence of laryngeal disease, led me to 
suspect that an aneurism was pressing upon the trachea, and 
thus producing many of the more formidable symptoms of la- 
ryngeal disease. In fact, after inquiry, I found that for five 
months previously to his acute attack, he had complained of 
pain shooting round the right side of the chest, that he had also 
suffered somewhat from cough and dyspncea. 

A careful examination of the pulse in each wrist could de- 
tect no inequality in the force of the stroke; it was very 
feeble, but the same in character in each arm. A careful ex- 
amination of the external parietes of the chest, and of the parts 
about the neck, did not discover any tumor or bulging, or un- 
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natural pulsation, or thrill. Auscultation and percussion both 
carefully practised with the expectation of finding the physical 
signs of an aneurism, discovered nothing, except that the res- 
piratory murmur was rather more feeble on the right side of 
the chest than on the left side. 

My colleague, Dr. Buck, assisted me in the examination of 
the patient, and agreed with me in the opinion that the larynx 
was probably free from disease. Simple anodynes and stimu- 
lants were ordered, and we agreed to meet in consultation again 
during the evening. 

About eight o'clock, p. m., Drs. Buck, Halsted and myself 
visited the patient. "We found him lying asleep upon his left 
side, with his head low, and breathing without great effort. 
The respiration was still, however, distinctly sonorous, particu- 
larly during expiration. The extremities were cold, and the 
pulse veisy feeble. On inquiry, the patient had been tolerably 
comfortable, he had swallowed without diflSculty, he had had 
no paroxysms of dyspnoea. On being awakened his oppression 
was evidently increased. 

The extreme feebleness of the pulse, the coldness of the ex- 
tremities, as well as the continuance of the oppression, led us 
to believe that the patient could hardly survive the night unless 
relief was obtained. After consultation, we all agreed that the 
only hope of saving the patient was in opening the trachea ; 
but we were equally of the opinion, that this operation of- 
fered hardly a chance of benefit ; thinking, as we did, that 
the cause of the obstruction, whatever it might be, was 
below the point at which an opening into the trachea could 
be made. The patient being intelligent, and in the full posses- 
sion of his senses, we stated to him our opinion, and left him to 
decide whether the trachea should be opened. He decided 
against it. 

The next morning, July 8th, I found the patient in appa- 
rently the same condition. He had slept somewhat during the 
night, after an anodyne. At one time the nurse had found him 
sitting up in bed asleep, with his knees drawn up, and with his 
head inclined forward and resting upon them. This was evi- 
dently his most easy position ; he could lie upon the left side, 
but if he attempted to lie upon the right side it increasedthe 
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pain in that region ; if he placed himself upon his back, he was 
at once obliged to rise up from the increased oppression. 

The patient gradually sank, and died without the develop- 
ment of any new symptoms, on the 9th of July. 

On Post Mortem examination, the fauces, larynx and trachea 
were found quite healthy, containing a good deal of frothy mu- 
cus. The lungs were oedematous throughout, both air cells and 
cellular tissue being infiltrated by serum. Slight traces of old 
tuberculous disease in progress of cure, were found in one of 
the lungs. 

A false aneurism, of considerable size (small orange) com- 
municated with the upper portion of the descending aorta, by 
a very large opening. It contained but few clots of blood. It 
had produced a partial destruction of the third, fourth, and fifth 
dorsal vertebree. The tumor lay against the trachea, and the 
chief pressure seemed to be against the posterior portion, just 
above the bifurcation. The heart was healthy. The aorta was 
in a state of chronic inflammation. 

The history of this case illustrates several important facts 
in the pathology of thoracic aneurism. 1st. That an aneurism 
of considerable size may exist in the chest without its presence 
being marked by a single physical sign, 2d. That it caused 
death by compressing the trachea, and inducing symptoms re- 
sembling those of laryngeal obstruction. 3d. That the diag- 
nosis of the true character of the disease was founded on the 
early history of the case ; the inability to detect any cause of 
mechanical obstruction in the larynx, the peculiar tendency of 
the patient to incline the body forwards, but especially, the re- 
markable manner in which the symptoms, both of the larynx 
and the oesophagus, were aggravated by whatever accelerated 
the circulation. 

The absence of the physical signs of aneurism, were de- 
pendent upon several causes : 

.. 1st. The feebleness of the heart's action interfering with 
the production of pulsation, bellows murmur, and thrill in the 
aneurism. 

2d. The deep seat of the aneurism along the spinal column, 
and directly behind the heart, so that the pulsations from these 
two sources could hardly escape being confoimded. 
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3d. The free communication between the artery and the 
sac, a condition unfavorable to the production of a bellows 
murmur, but well adapted to induce a sudden filling and dis- 
tention of the sac, and, consequently increased pressure upon 
trachea and esophagus by any cause that might accelerate the 
circulation. 



, Case of Aneuriem of the Aorta^ in which the Pulmonary Ar- 
tery eommtmicated with the Sao. — By Thomas F. Cock, M. 
D., one of the Visiting Physicians of Bellevue Hospital. 

The patient entered the Hospital during the attendance of 
Dr. Metcalfe. 

Edgar Welsh, aged 37, a native of New-York, by occupa- 
tion, a ship-carpenter, admitted July 16th, 1851. He has here- 
ditary predisposition to phthisis. Habits intemperate. 

His principal complaint is, of pain in the praecordial region, 
which is of several years duration ; the character of the distress 
varying from being at times acute and lancinating, at others 
duU. 

The general aspect of the patient, indicates the want of due 
oxygenation of the blood ; the lips are livid, and the capillaries 
• of the face congested. Six weeks since, he noticed the oedema 
which still exists in the inferior extremities, and in addition to 
the swelling, patches of purpura are noticed in some parts of 
the limbs. The alsd of the nose present a cicatrix, the result of 
venereal ulceration ; the right groin presents a well marked 
cicatrix resulting from a bubo, and the orifice of the urethra has 
been excavated by a chancre. The patient, however, denies 
ever to have had syphilis, but acknowledges a gonorrhea. He 
is suffering from dyspnoea, which has been increasing for a few 
months past. 

Physical examdnation hy Dr, Metcalfe. — The prsecordial re- 
gion is prominent. By percussion, dulness is noticed over a 
space extending from the lower margin of the third rib down- 
wards three inches, and also three inches to the left of the ster- 
num. The sounds of the heart are quite indistinct. Over the 
VOL. I. a 
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whole prsBCordial region, a bruit with the first soond exists ; the 
second sound is indistinctly recognized at the base of the heart 
The sounds in the erect, are more audible than in the recum- 
bent posture. Posteriorly, nothing abnormal is discoYered. 

On the 28th of July, it is recorded, that the bruit has en- 
tirely disappeared, and its place is supplied by a friction sound. 
Pain over the region of the heart is complained of, which was 
relieved by the application of cups. 

Upon assuming the care of the wards, this patient was ex- 
amined, August 3d, and no sound whatever could be heard ; 
no bruit was manifest, and no friction sound, while all heart 
sound and all impulse was lost, and, at no subsequent exam- 
ination was I able to realize any murmur. No great amount 
of dyspnoea existed, and the patient was usually found lying in 
his bed, though he was quite able to walk about the ward. 

About the 18th of August, ascites was first noticed, which 
steadily increased in amount, only palliated by the use of diu- 
retics. Anasarca gradually extended over the whole body and 
the face became (edematous. No great amount of dyspnoea 
existed, for the patient continued to lie in bed until death, which 
occurred gradually on the 1st September. 

The post mortem examination was made eight hours after 
death. Externally, the surface of the body is livid and anasar- 
C0U8, and spots of purpura on the right leg. On opening the ' 
abdomen, about a gallon and half of serum escaped, and both 
pleurae also were filled to nearly two thirds of their capacity. 
The left lung is much compressed and consolidated in texture, 
and no adhesion exists, its dimensions being about six inches by 
four; its whole surface is covered by a layer of recent lymph, 
which readily breaks by bending the lung, and this membrane 
is studded with minute round deposits which resemble tuber- 
cle ; this whole pleura also is lined by the same false membrane, 
and on the posterior part and over the diaphragm, the deposits 
are of the size of a pea. A tumor was now discovered in con- 
nection with the heart, and the two removed together, along 
-with about six inches of the descending aorta ; the weight of 
this mass was two and a quarter pounds. The right lung was 
also compressed, but to much less extent than the left. 

The superior portion of the right lobe of the liver adheres to 
the diaphragm, and the organ weighs 3 lbs. 5 1-2 oz. • 
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The other organs present nothing worthy of special notice. 

Recurring now to the heart, the examination was conducted 
by slitting up the aorta from below. On arriving at the arch, 
it is found that an aneurism exists, four inches in diameter, filled 
with old coagula. Turning out these, they are well-formed and 
consistent, and admit of being divided into layers. The walls of 
the sac are composed on one side of the aorta, and toward the 
left, by the thickened pericardium, the aortic wall being com- 
pletely absent. This thickened membrane has supplied a coaj;, 
and prevented fatal effusion at the time of the rupture of the 
aortic coat. On removing the coagula, the aortic valves are 
discovered sound and capable of retaining water. On cutting 
into the right ventricle, and tracing the pulmonary artery 
through, an openmg half am, inch in diameter is found through 
its coats di/rectly into this aneurismal sac^ while ieyond this^ 
the vessel is readily tracecMe in its icsical direction. The peri- 
cardium much thickened, is closely adherent to its opposite wall, 
by recent adhesions imprisoning in little sacs small deposits of 
. serum — it is readily detached. The walls of both ventricles are 
hypertrophied. The mitral valve is sound. 

The above case is believed to be rare and in some of its fea- 
^ tures unique. An aneurism of this si^e occurring in this situa- 
tion is quite unusual. It is also of interest to conjecture how 
the systemic and pulmonary circulation could be carried on, 
separated only by the clot in the aneurism. Perhaps the most 
reasonable supposition is, that the opening through the pulmo- 
nary artery occurred very shortly before death. The conserva- 
tive effort of nature in supplying the pericardium in the place 
of a ruptured coat, though rare, has an analogous parallel in a 
case which occurred, some two years since in the Hospital, also 
under the care of Dr. Metcalfe, in which a rupture of the left 
ventricle was prevented from having a fatal issue by a thick- 
ened pericardium which gradually dilated into a large pouch. 
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NEW-TOEK HOSPITAL. 

Puncbwted Wound of Abdomen — Wownd of Liver — Recovery. 
By Feedeeiok G. Leeoy, M. D., Resident Surgeon. 

"Wm. Craddock, set. 27, New-York, seaman, admitted into 
the New-Tork Hospital, July ith, 1851, (Dr. Post in attend- 
ance,) with a penetrating wound of the abdomen, caused by 
the premature discharge of a horse pistol, from which he was 
endeavoring to withdraw the ramrod. The rod passed be- 
tween his hands, and struck the abdomen a little to the right of 
the median line, about an inch below the common cartilage of 
the false ribs on that side. Upon introducing the finger, and 
tracing the course of the wound, the liver could be distinctly 
felt, and on passing its extremity over the surface of the organ, 
a laceration of it was detected that corresponded with the ex- 
ternal opening. From the nature of the injury, its precise 
depth could not be ascertained. Patient had on at the time of 
the accident, a common colored shirt, with a red one beneath 
it ; the fragment of red flannel was removed by the physician 
who attended him previous to his admission into the Hospital. 
The portions of the colored garment were supposed to have 
been carried in with the rod. Has vomited several times since 
the accident ; at present complains of no pain, but has some 
difficulty in respiration. There was a slight venous hemorrhage 
from the wound. Pulse natural. 

Treatment. — ^Edges approximated by means of a suture. 
Cold water dressing. 5^. Tr. Opii. M. xxx. P. M. ?;. Pil. 
Opii. gr. 1. q 2 h. 

July 5th. — ^Patient passed a comfortable night, after having 
taken two of the above pills. Bowels being confined, ordered 
an enema containing 01. Terebinth 5$ ; wound covered with lint 
saturated in m. g. a., and emplas. vesicans over this as a pro- 
phylactic. Strict diet. 

July Yth. — ^There is slight tympanitis ; the bowels remain- 
ing constipated, was directed to . Cal. grs. ii. q. 2 h. until 
they were moved. Camph. cataplas. to abdomen. . The calo- 
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mel vomiting him after the second powder, it was discontinued : 
5f. Hanst. Effervesc. 

July 12th. — General condition favorable, no symptom of an 
urgent character having presented since the last note. At 
present there is no febrile action, has a natural stool, &c. The 
slough is separating from the edges of the wound, which iM 
closing up with healthy granulations. To day, removed several 
pieces of cotton, which upon examination proved to be the 
missing portions of the colored shirt. 

July 20th.-7-B[as had several paroxysms of pain over the re- 
gion of the liver, and in the right shoulder, which he states to 
have been of a tearing character, and most intense in the even- 
ing. Respiration labored, and 27 per min. Pulse alternating 
between 72 and 80, without any undue excitement. ?;. Opiates. 
Gamph. poultice to abdomen, and emplas. vesicans., over the 
seat of pain ; under the influence of which remedies, all the 
unpleasant symptoms gradually subsided. 

July 23d. — Several chills have occurred in the last two days, 
general condition very unfavorable, countenance haggard, hot 
surface, labored inspiration, cough, with pain in the side. %Pulse 
92, frequent and hard, slight dulness on percussion. ^ Tart. 
Ant. et Potass, grs. i q 2 h. Emplas. vesicans. to side. 

July 24th. — ^AftertaMng one dose of the antimonial solu- 
tion, patient became so much prostrated, as to require stimu- 
lants, and upon reaction being in a great measure established, 
]^ Pul. Ipecac, gr. ss. m. g. a 1 ss. as a substitute for the 
above solution. Still complains of pain in the side, and diffi- 
culty on inspiration. Auscultation reveals an indistinct crepi- 
tas. ^ Emplas. vesicans. over the posterior surface of the 
lung. 

July 30th.— All the thoracic symptoms have subsided, with 
the exception of a slight imeasiness in the right side. Chills 
continue ; has had as many as four in the twenty-four hours. 
After some of these attacks patient is very much prostrated, 
and at times quite flighty. Eor these the sulphate of quinine 
has been freely given, commencing with grs. x., and gradually 
increasing up to the present time, when he takes grs. xxv. in 
the day. The wound has entirely healed, 

Aug. 4th. — Has had no chills for four days past. Quinine 
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has been continued to tibie present date, when it is directed to be 
gradufdly diminished daily. The whole surface of the trunk is 
covered with suppurating boils, that occasion considerable con- 
stitutional irritation ; upon their subsiding, patient's whole sys- 
tem seemed to undergo a marked change for ih^ better, and 
he commenced gaining in flesh. 

Aug. 16th. — Since last date, an abscess has formed, and 
pointed in the original wound, opened spontaneously and gave 
exit to a greenish discharge, pus apparently tinged with bile ; 
upon its ceasing, the wound again closed, and he was discharged 
cured. 

. The present case possesses a peculiar interest, from the seri- 
ous nature of the wound, and the entire absence of any report of 
cases strictly identical with it in the different Journals, and 
surgical authorities that have been consulted. One of its 
most prominent features was the greenish discharge from 
the abscess, some of which was collected and placed in the hands 
of a chemist for analysis ; but no satisfactory return could be elici- 
ted from him, although particularly requested to. give it a care- 
ful examination. That this discoloration was effected by bile, is 
a fair conclusion, and one, I think, the history of the case justi- 
fies. What office nature performed in its happy termination, 
or how much should be attributed to the treatment employed, is 
a question for conjecture. But, that opium exerted a beneficial 
influence in this, is indicated by the pulse ; and its efficacy in 
wounds of a similar nature will be allowed, by all surgeons, 
who have given it a trial. Cases of rupture of the liver. oc<jur, 
though they are rare, and are generally the result of fracture of 
the ribs, or some heavy weight passing over the body. But 
these lesions are not ascertained until revealed by an autopsy. 
A case is reported in the Medico-Chirurgical Review, New Series, 
vol. xxiv., p. 296, in which a cavalry officer was thrown from a 
horse, and the animal trod upon his chest with his hind feet. 
He survived the accident eight years, experiencing constant 
pleuritic attacks. Before his decease he fell under the observa- 
tion of the physician, who had attended him after the accident, 
who feeling an interest in the case, made an examination, and 
found a rupture of the right lobe of the liver, throughout its 
whole length and substance, from its anterior to its posterior 
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border. The cicatrix was large, broad, and of a cartilaginous 
character ; occupying the fissure beneath this, were biliary con- 
cretions* Two cases of wounds of the liver are recorded in the 
case books of this Hospital, though no symptom presented, by 
which they were recognized as such previous to death. One, 
was that of a boatman, admitted with a penetrating wound of 
the abdomen, inflicted with a butcher's knife. Patient lingered 
twenty-two hours. Autopsy disclosed an incised wound of the 
left lobe of the liver, three inches in length and one and a quar- 
ter in depth. The second, was a cartman who had received a 
gun shot wound of the abdomen, midway between the umbili- 
cus and ensifonn cartilage — survived the accident twenty-four 
hours. On making an examination, the left lobe was found to 
have been lacerated by the shot, and the coats of the stomach 
perforated. 



BELLEVUE HOSPITAL. 

Tvberdes^ of the Bram^ with BamolUsaement. By J. T. Met- 
cai;fe, M. D., Physician to Bellevue Hospital. 

George Jackson, aged 25, a native of New-York, by occu- 
pation a clerk, was admitted to Bellevue Hospital, on the 8th 
July, 1851. 

On admission, he was somewhat emaciated, generally ; his 
complexion sallow, expression of face stupid, and there was a 
marked loss of intelligence, when he attempted to give his pre- 
vious history. The pupils were sluggish, pulse 80, full, and of 
natural strength ; tongue moist and coated with thick white far. 
The bowels were in a constipated condition. 

He could give no other account of himself than that he had 
a bad pain in the back of his head, and that he had suffered 
from it ^' a long time." During the first night after his admis- 
sion, he was exceedingly restless, and was constantly occupied 
in removing from one vacant bed to another. 

The treatment consisted in the use of cathartics, to remove 
the costive state of the bowels, with cupping and blistering to 
the back of the neck. These means were not attended with any 
benefit to the patient, whose condition remained nearly the- 
same imtil the 17th July, when he was foupd, at the morning; 
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visit, to be in a state of stupor, lying on his back. His pulse 
was 90, with the same character that it had on admission. 
There was no contraction of the flexor muscles, but the tiiighs 
were in s^ continual state of rotation inwards and outwards. As 
the bowels had again become torpid, he was ordered one drop 
of croton oil to be placed on the tongue every four hours, until 
a dejection should have been procured. 

July 18th. — ^The patient's brother had been to see him since 
the last visit, and informed the House Physician, Dr. Alexan- 
der, that for the past two years, Jackson had suffered, at inter- 
vals, from severe headache, so intense as to deprive him of 
reason. At those times, he would suffer from what was called 
" spasms in the thighs and legs." To relieve the pains, he had 
taken large quantities of opium. For several months past, his 
brother stated, the patient had been "out of his head, at times, 
like a crazy man." 

July 19th. — ^The dose of croton oil, ordered yesterday, had 
produced frequent discharges from the bowels, after the third 
administration, with no amendment to the symptoms. At the 
morning visit, the same symptoms mentioned as existing on the 
18th were present, with contraction of the right arm ; eyelids 
closed, the balls turned up, and the pupils much dilated. The 
respiration was hurried. The hands and feet during the day 
became cold, the lower extremities were incessantly in motion, 
and the patient died at 2 A. M., on the 20th. 

Autopsy. 11 hours Post Mortem. 
. The surface of the body was generally pale. On the abdo- 
men were a few spots of livid discoloration, due to commencing 
decomposition. 

Head. — ^The dura mater, on removing the calvarium, was > 
formed healthy in every respect. The entire surface of the 
brain was also in a natural condition as regards color and vas- 
cularity. On making horizontal incisions through the hemis- 
pheres, more puncta vasculosa than usual, were noticed. The 
tissue of the brain was healthy. Not more serum than in ordi- 
nary cases, was found in the ventricles. 

On cutting down to the corposa striata, that of the left side 
was found much softened throughout its whole extent, being 
readily washed away by allowing a slender stream of water to fall 
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on it, from a height of six inches. At the anterior and enter 
margin of the left hemisphere, imbedded in the certical sub- 
stance was a tumor, as large as a filbert, of crude yellow tuber- 
cle, surrounded by ramollissement of brain, both in the white 
and cineritious portions. One half inch to the right of this tu- 
mor, was another similar in all respects, and also in the midst 
of softened cerebral tissue. At the posterior extremity of the 
left corpus striatum, a smaller tumor was found analogous to 
those above described, with the exception that the tuberculous 
matter in the centre had become more softened and fluid. 

The anterior extremity of the right corpus striatum was dif- 
fluent, owing to ramollissement. At this part a small tumor, 
not larger than a buckshot, of the nature already mentioned, 
hard throughout, was discovered. 

Thorax. — ^There was a small part of the upper lobe of the 
lung, in the second stage of pneumonia, in which were found a 
few scattered tubercles. 

The other organs of the body were healthy. 



EMIGEANT'S HOSPITAL. 

Two cases of Pa/rah/ds. Eeported by Db. O'Donoughub, 
Senior Resident Physician Emigrant's Hospital. 

Seftembkb 21, 1851. 

To THE EnnoB : The following cases are, perhaps, sufficiently 
rare to ' justify publication under the stereotyped caption " Me- 
dical Ketrospect," usually found at the end of the Journals. 

Suffice it to say, by way of introduction, that Dr. Ijraves, 
in his Clinical Medicine, has described somewhat similar cases 
as being connected with gouty diathesis, and that Solly divides 
inflammatory diseases of the brain, &c. into — 
1st. Inflammation from without, 

2d. Inflammation from within, — attributing the former 
to metastasis, &c. 

These cases may, possibly, assist in illustrating their princi- 
ples, although there is no direct evidence of specific inflamma- 
tion. 

Case First. — ^Andrew Coulon, laborer, aged 30, Ireland, ad- 
mitted April 30, 1851, with complete paraplegia. 
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History. — ^In December last, whUe working in a damp cellar 
with his feet constantly wet, he began to experience a weak- 
ness in his feet and an inability to raise them from the ground 
properly while walking. 

He continued his labor lantil Jan. 1st, when he was obliged 
to discontinue it. 

The weakness and loss of sensation gradually extended up 
his limbs until the middle of April, when he became complete- 
ly paraplegic with loss of both sensation and motion. He had 
no formication or unnatural sensation in his legs, no pain along 
the spinal cplumn or tenderness on pressure, no headache or 
other appreciable derangemept of function. Nor could invol- 
untary motions be excited, at any time, by tickling or jwicking 
the feet. 

Pulse 88. Temperature of the aflfected parts 10® below the 
standard. Treatment consisted in stimulating frictures, electri- 
city, and the internal use of quinine and Ext. Nucis. Vomicse. 

Sept. 15th. — ^Patient suflSciently recovered to walk about 
the ward with the help of a cane. 

Case Second, — ^Martin Kennedy, aged 12, Ireland, admitted 
August 18th, 1851, with paralysis of the lower extremities. 

He experienced a similar attack last summer, though slight 
in degree, which soon passed off without treatment. 

Was seized with the present attack in July, after having 
exerted himself violently in swimming. He first experienced 
weakness in his knees, which gradually affected the whole of 
both lower extremities, so that, when admitted, he had com- 
plete paralysis of the nerves of both motion and sensation. 

He ^ad no pain in his head or back, no spinal tendernes s, 
nor could any unnatural sensation be excited in his feet. 

The paralysis extended upwards along the arms, and by the 
1st September, he had complete loss of motion and sensation 
in both upper extremities. 

There was not, at any time, paralysis of the Bladder or 
Sphincter Ani. 

The treatment consisted of blisters to the spine, stimulating 
frictures to the limb8,and internal use of strychnia. 

September 10th. — Oarb. ferri. given in connection with the 
strychnia. 18th. Patient slowly recovering. 
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NEW.YOIUK MEDICAL TIMES, OCTOBER, 1861. 

In introducing' a new Medical Journal to the Profession, the Editor wonld 
say a few words of its claims and its purpose. The New-York Medical Times 
does not aspire to either the dignity or the pretei^sion of a Quarterly, and, it is 
hoped, it will avoid the trivudity and baldness of a mere medical newspaper. 
While asistance from all quarters will be thankfully received, it is designed to 
render it eminently a New-York Journal, a reflection of what, in medical 
matters, New- York does and thinks ; a record of the proceedings of our Soci- 
eties and Academy, of the cases of interest occurring in our Hospitals and 
Infirmaries. There are materials enough of interest now waste and unused, to 
fill the pages of a larger Journal than ours. Feeling a deep concern in every 
thing which relates to the honor or interest of the profession, the Editor will 
keep its colunms open for the discussion of the great questions of Education 
and Ethics, uncontrolled by the influence of any clique or school. Hoping' 
that the greater part of its columns will be filled by original matter, it will 
likewise contain the medical news of the day and a summary of foreign 
intelligence. 

For himself, the Editor engages to superintend its columns faithfully and 
with care, to preserve them from party bias, from personalities, and quackery. 
If his friends render the assistance they have promised, its contents will be 
varied and interesting; if, contrary to his confident expectations, they di»- 
appoint him, the Times will only add one more to the list of Journals in 
New-York which have been happily commenced, lived their year, and been 
forgotten. 



NEW.YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 

The stated monthly meeting of the Academy was held at the sm^ II chapel 
of the University, on Wednesday, 8th September, with a full attendance. 
.Vice-President Carter introduced to the Academy, Dr. Franklin Tuthill, late 
of Suflfblk County, now of this city, who, as member of Assembly, had ren- 
dered important services to the Academy in procuring its charter. 

On the recommendation of the Committee on Admissions, Prof. S. D. 
Gross, of Louisville, Kentucky, was elected a Corresponding Fellow. The 
Treasurer reported a balance in the treasury of $622.40. A highly interesting 
memoir of the late Dr. J. B. Beck, by his friend and pupil. Dr. McCready, was 
read. The Academy then, on motion of Dr. J. R. Wood, went into Committee 
of the Whole on the State of the Academy ; Dr. J. Wood in the chair. The 
subject under consideration was the publication of a certificate, granted by a 
Fellow of the Academy to an Oculist in this city. After an expression of 
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opinion by several Fellows, strongly disapproving of said certificate, a letter 
was read from the offendiog Fellow, expressive of his regrets that he had 
given said certificate, and declaring that the individual to whom it had been 
given had forfeited his pledge by publishing said certificate. A letter was also 
read from the Fellow to said individual, forbidding any farther publication of 
said certificate. After much discussion, the Academy, in consideration of said 
letter of apology, resolved to postpone indefinitely the farther consideration of 
the subject 

Dr. Bliss, through the Recording Secretary, presented the following reso- 
lutions, on the occasion of the decease of the late Dr. Gilbert Smith, which 
were unanimously adopted. 

Resdyied^ That this Academy, having heard of the death of their venerable 
colleague. Dr. Gilbert Smith, a Fellow of the Academy, would record their 
deep regret at this dispensation of Providence, in removing frem their number, 
one so greatly respected and beloved by the profession and the community. 

Resolved^ That a copy of the above resolution be communicated to the 
family of the deceased. 

Resolved, That Dr. Jas. R. Manley be requested to prepare a memoir of 
the late Dr. Gilbert Smith, and present the same to the Academy. 

A letter from Dr. F. C. Stewart, Anniversary orator elect, was read, 
resigning his appointment, in consequence of his expected departure for 
Europe on the 23d October. 

On motion. Dr. Stewart's resignation was accepted. 

The Academy then adjourned. 



fflrii 



DOMESTIC. 

Colleges. — ^Professor Agassiz has been appointed Lecturer on Comparative 
Anatomy in the Charleston Medical College. Dr. Paul F. Eve has heesa ap- 
pointed Professor of Surgical Anatomy and Clinical Surgery in the Univer- 
sity of Nashville, (a new institution.) Dr. Eve, with great magnaioimity, 
resigned his chair in the Louisville University, in order that Professor Gross 
might resume the place, which he had vacated by connecting himself with the 
University School in this city. There are rumors of new appointments in the 
University School, and that at least three new chairs are to be created, with a 
view to the spring course of lectures. Drs. Post and Clymer have been ap- 
pointed to the vacant chairs of Surgery, and Theory and Practice. During 
the past summer, an elegant edifice has been erected on 14th street, which can 
conveniently accommodate 600 students, and will be ready by the 1st of Octo- 
ber ; it is an ornament to the city, and is probably the best arranged Medical 
College in this country. In the Crosby street School, Dr. Bartlett has been 
appointed to the chair of Materia Medica and Medical Jurisprudence, vacant by 
the decease of Dr. John B. Beck ; the fall term of lectures will commence on 
the 29th of September. Dr. Parker's clinique has been continued uninterrupt- 
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edly throughout the whole season, while those of the other colleges have been 
suspended ; the continued and advancing .prosperity of this school is the best 
evidence of the distinguished course of instruction here delivered. Professor 
Camochan has been appointed to the chair of Surgery, and Professor Peaslee 
to that of Physiology and Microscopy in the New-York Medical College. 

Hospiidls. — ^Whole number of patients in City Hospital on 18th Sept, 
310. In medical department, 108; surgical do. 202; whole number of frac- 
tures under treatment, 72. Thigh 13, of these 3 are compound; tibia and 
fibula, 17 ; compound do. 11 ; fracture of fibula, 1 ; of os. brachii, 6 ; radius 
and ulna, 4; radius, 6; compound fracture of radius and ulna, 1 ; fracture of 
clavicle, 2; rib, 1 ; patella, 1 ; sternum, 1 ; infr. maxilla, 4 ; bones of the face, 2 ; 
compound of skull, 2. This will convey some idea of the advantages of this 
institution as a school for surgery. Rail-road accidents are a fruitful source of 
operationa 

At BeUevue Hoipkai^ on the 20th Sept, were 636 patients, two thirds 
of ii^om are in the medical department There were 16 cases of fracture in 
the institution at the same period. 1 compound fracture of humerus ; 4 of 
inferior maxilla ; 1 compound do ; 1 comminuted fracture of humerus, and com- 
pound fracture of both bones of the forearm,' in the same person; 1 fracture 
of olecranon ; 1 of ulna ; 1 of femur ( lower third) ^ 1 of neck of humerus ; 1 of 
ribs ; 1 conmiinuted fracture of tibia ; 1 of radius ; 1 of fibula. In the service of 
Dr. Metcalfe, which we visited on the 20th, there were 193 patients. Phthisis, 
48 ; valvular disease of heart, 6 ; cirrhosis of liver, 2 ; diarrhoea, 22 ; dysentery, 
9 ; chronic rheumatism, 1 6 ; typhus fever, 22 ; remittent, 3. In Lying In Ward, 1 1 
cases of parturition during the month ; ^waiting delivery, 24. 

At the Emigrants Hospital, Ward's Island, whole number of patients, 816, 
of whom 120 are children. Lying In Department, 23 infants. Refuge, 769. 
Total, 1585* The prevailing disease is Epidemic Dysentery, resembling that 
ensuing upon cholera ; vomiting, without tenesmus. On post mortem, ulceration 
of the large intestines, with congestion of the stomach and small intestines, 
are met with. 

The Pathological Society held its first meeting since the recess on the 
1st September. Dr. Van Arsdale, Vice-President, in the chair. Owing 
to tlfe extrrane heat of the weather, there was a small attendance. Dr. Cock 
reported several cases, amongst them, one of abscess of the brain, of gangrene 
of the brain subsequent to otorrhcea, and one of aneurism of the aorta ; the latter, 
according to Dr. Swett, being the largest on record. We are, through the cour- 
tesy of Dr. Cock, enabled to publish the details of this most interesting case. 
The Society holds its regular meetings on the second and fourth Wednesdays 
of every month. 

Lyceum cf Natural History, — At its last meeting Dr. Le Conte presented 
a paper, descriptive of 1000 new species of Coleopterous/ Insects, which he 
had collected in his recent visit to California. Mr. G. N. Lawrence read a de- 
scription of a new species of birds, of the genus Tyrannula of Swainson, Plecto- 
phanes of Meyer, and Tozostoma of Wagner ; also additions to North American 
Ornithology, No. 2. These are to be published in the forthcoming number of 
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the Annals of the Lyceum. The Lycenm will, on the Ist of October, remove 
its Museum and Library to the extensive apartments provided for them by the 
liberality of the Faculty of the Univeraty, in the new building in 14th street 

Dr. Gavin Millroy, of London, has recently been occupied in the examina- 
tion of our Quarantine Department, with a view of determining how far the 
present system may be modified, if not altogether done away with. He will 
report on his return to London to the Commission under whose sanction he 
has been pursuing his investigations. There is a probability that an important ' 
change will be introduced in the English Quarantine Establishment Dr. l^- 
roy was formerly assistant Editor of the Medico-Chirurgical Review. 
, -'•■ In'^pculation and Vaccination, — ^An interesting instance of the value of in- 
noculation under certain circumstances, has just occurred among the Sac and 
Fox Indians. The Small Pox, which is usually so fatal to the aboriginal 
race, and which sometimes sweeps off whole tribes at once, recentiy appeared 
in the Sac and Fox community, and they were induced to diet, encamp together, 
and be innoculated with small pox virus. Fifteen hundred, out of twenty-^ix 
hundred, submitted to the operation, and not one died that was not previously 
affected with the disease. Aljout 110 had died before this measure was 
adopted. None took the disease who had been previously vaccinated. 
"'^ - New Work (m Surgery. — ^H. Bailliere, No. 290 Broadway, is about to pub- 
lish a work on Surgical Anatomy and Operative Surgery, by MM. Bernard and 
Huette, of Paris, with the 150 original steel plates, plain and colored. Tran»- 
lated, with notes by C. E. Isaacs, M. D., and W. H. Van Buren, M. D., to be 
completed in four parts. 

Newark Daily vs. Qackery, — ^"Throat Ail, Bronchitis, Consumption; their 
causes, symptoms, and cure. By Dr. W. W. Hall. New-York : Redfield.** 
This work is written as an advertisement for the author. It contains nothing 
new, and the principal paragraph but states the direction to the author's resi^ 
dence, and his terms. True merit needs no such means to be made generally 
known, and we have no intention of aiding persons of whose merits we are 
ignorant, who resort to such unprofessional means for notoriety, and who make 
a trade of a lofty art." 

...v^ j^f^l Clergyman: — At a semi-centennial celebration of the settlement 
of the Rev. Dr. Snell, over the church in North Brookfield, Mass., theJTRev. 
Dr., in addressing his people, took occasion to remark : " One otherTmng I 
must not suppress; I would patronitee regular-bred physicians — ^men of good 
character, and well acquainted \vith their profession. It is perfectly preposter- 
ous to suppose that those who never made the human system, and diseases 
and medicine their study, should better know what ails the patient, and what 
treatment his case, under all circumstances, requires, than observation and 
practice. Health and life are too valuable to be sacrificed on the shrine of 
ignorance. I would have no fellowship with ultraism, humbuggery, quackery, 
mesmerism, and mysterious knockings — all of a sort — ^the plague of wise men 
and the idols of fools." We commend this to the notice of our clerical friends 
who are so anxious to make proselytes to the modem systems of medical tom- 
fooleries. 
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FOREIGN. 

Poisoning by Nicotine, — On the recent trial of Count Bocarme for the poi- 
soning of his brother-in-law, by Nicotine, M. Orfila contended, 1. That the 
presence of Nicotine can be detected as easily as any other poison, even from 
the mineral kingdom. 2. It can be discovered in the intestines, v^hen only a 
few drops have been administered. 3. It is very easy to demonstrate its 
presence in the liver, and in the other organs, after it has been absorbed. M. 
Stas was able to obtain it from the floor of the dining hall,, although it had 
been washed with water, oil, and soap. 

Edinburgh Royal College of Physicians vs. Homoeopathy, Dr. Simpson 
in the chair. May 9th, 1861. 

Resolved, 1. That the Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh did, 
several years since, publicly express its opinion of Homoeopathy and Homoeo- 
pathic practitioners, by peremptorily declining to admit into its body a can- 
didate for its fellowship who belonged to that denomination, and consequently, 
that no Fellow of the college can possiblv be ignorant of the light in which all 
who practise Homoeopathy are regarded by the college. 

2. The college regrets that, notwithstanding this decided expression of its 
opinion, more than one of its Fellows, after being admitted in a different 
character, have endangered the reputation of the college by becoming Homoeo- 
pathic practitioners, and the college expresses an earnest hope that those FeU 
lows, who have thus virtually separated themselves from the college, wUl 
spontaneously sever their further connection with an institution which repudiates 
them, and from which they can claim, as merely nominal Fellows, nothing else 
than a false position and a spurious credit 

3. The college feels the more bound thus to express its opinion, seeing 
that those Fellows who have become Homoeopathists, and any other medicsU 
practitioners who follow Homoeopathy, must necessarily be aliens to the other 
Fellows, an4.^ the profession at large j inasmuch as no Fellow of this college, 
or any other physician, can by any possibility, without derogating from his own 
honor, and from the honor of the profession, meet practitioners of Homoeopathy 
in consultation, or co-operate with them in the other common duties of profes- 
sional life. 

4. That although the college has not thought it expedient hitherto to 
take any active steps for disclaiming those Fellows who have become Homoeo- 
patiiic practitaoners subsequentlv to their admission into the college, neverthe- 
less, since it has the power of dealing summarily with those who act in a 
manner so unbecoming the character of a physician, it reserves its right to 
exercise that power when it shall be so advised. 

Poisoning by Tinct Aconite. — ^A young lady suffering under dyspepsia, was 
ordered a mixture of citrate of iron and quinine. To an eight-ounce mixture 
was accidentally added half an ounce tincture of aconite. Of this she took a 
tablespoonful, and immediately complained of numbness of the tongue, and 
difficulty of swallowing; soon she had twitching of the facial muscles, and lost 
, the power of walking. She vomited, the pulse became weak and extremities 
cold. There was constant lachr3rmation. She recovered under the use of 
ammonia and brandy. — Lancet, 

Signs of apparent Death, — ^M. Bouchut, of Paris, has demonstrated that 
the cessation of the sounds of the hearty as heard by the Stethoscope, is the only 
infallible sign of death. His Memoire on this subject has received the prize 
from the French Academy of Medicine. 
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RestrictioTis on sale of Arsenic, — ^An act to regulate the sale of Arsenic in 
Great Britain has recently been passed. It forbids the sale to irresponsible 
persons ; and the name, occupation, and residence of the purchaser, with the 
purpose for which it is procured, are to be given to the dispenser in toriting' 
It is, moreover, not to be sold without being mixed with soot or indigo, in the 
proportion of one ounce soot, or half an ounce indigo, to each pound of 
arsenic. — Journal Pharmacy, It is to be hoped that some such regulations 
may be adopted by our city authorities which may prevent the indiscriminate 
sale of this poison to any person applying for it The recent case of a family 
of 13 persons, poisoned by arsenic having been mistaken for flour, and by 
which three lives were lost, is only one of many occurring during the year 
from a similar cause. 

Prof. Bennett, of Edinburgh, strongly advocates the converting of the 
Crystal Palace into a winter garden and promenade for the benefit of invalids. 
He thinks that consumptive patients would be greatly benefited by breathing 
there a pure balmy air, taking exercise, and in various ways amusing them- 
selves. So favorably does this plan strike the managers of the Hospital for 
Consumption, that they contemplate erecting an unmense green-house or sana^ 
torium as a part of the institution. If we mistake not, a distinguished Profes- 
sor in our midst entertains like views. 



Dr. A. K. Gardner proposes to give a series of Demonstrations on 
Operative Midwifery, during the coming winter. Want of space compels us 
to refer to his advertisement for further particulars. 

_ • 



mXRVED. 

On 17th Sept, Prof. Sillikan, LL.D., to Mrs. S. J. Wbbb, of Woodstock, Ct. 

oBirriBT. 

Died, at Bedford, Westchester Co., on 16th July, Dr. Gilbbet Smith, for more than fifty years 
a highly respected practitioner of this city. 

Dr. Stlvbster Graham has died at Northampton, Mass. He was the Vegetarian leader and 
inventor of the "Graham Bread.*^ 

On the 23d Sept., Dr. John Nbilson, Jr. In Edinburgh : Dr. Hbnrt Marshall ; also, Sir 
Jambs Graham Dalzell, an eminent naturalist. In Paris: M. Colombat; also, M. Baudblocqub. 
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PopUteal Anemism stcccessfulh/ treated ly Compression. — ^By 
W. H. Van Bueen, M. D., Surgeon to Bellevue hospital, 
&c. 

The following case of Anenrism is the second which has 
been cured by compression in Bellevue Hospital, during the 
past year ; the former, which was also a j^opliteal aneurism, 
occurred in the service of Dr. J, E. TTood. It is transcribed 
from the notes taken at the time by Dr. Nash, Assistant House 
Surgeon. 

Martin Plunkett, a native of New-York City, aged 32, was 
admitted February 26th, 1851. He is of a healthy family, and 
is himself of good constitution, and for some time past of tem- 
perate habits, although formerly in the habit of drinking to 
excess. Several years ago, he had chancre, which was not fol- 
lowed by secondary symptoms, and for which it cannot be 
ascertained that he took mercury ; and two years since, he had 
an attack of pneumonia, for which he was treated in the New- 
York Hospital. He is also perfectly deaf since bathing in cold 
water, whilst heated, ten years ago. With these exceptions, he 
has enjoyed good health. His employment has been that of a 
boatman on the Erie Canal during the last thirteen seasons. 
Just previous to the discovery of the tumor, he was engaged 

VOL. I. — ^NO 2. 3 
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loading a sloop with iron at Harlem, and was obliged to lift 
with all his strength. Three jyeeks before admission, his atten- 
tion was first attracted to the tumor in his ham by the pain to 
which it gave rise ; at this time, it was about the size of a hen's 
egg. It grew rapidly, and in two weeks reached its present 
size, compelling him to abandon his occupation. 

He has now, a large pulsating tumor in the left popliteal 
space, which fills it entirely and stretches widely apart the ham- 
string tendons. The limb at this point measures over nineteen 
inches in circumference. The pulsations of the tumor are syn- 
chronous with those of the heart, and are equally perceptible 
on all parts of it ; they are controlled by pressure applied to 
the femoral artery at the groin. There is much oedema of the 
leg, and the superficial veins about the knee are greatly dis- 
tended. 

On the 4:th March, treatment hy pressure was commenced, 
by means of Dupuytren's instrument applied over the femoral 
artery, above the middle of the thigh, alternated, as often as 
the pain rendered a change necessary, by the pressure of the 
fingers of an assistant at the groin. The pressure of the instru- 
ment, when first applied, was very painful, but the patient in a 
short time became accustomed to it, and bore it throughout the 
treatment, on an average for half an hour at a time. The ap- 
plication of the fingers he could seldom bear more than fifteen 
minutes at once. During the day, he complained little, and 
was able to occupy himself in reading ; at night, however, it 
was necessary to administer morphine, imder the influence of 
which he slept for half an hour at a time. The pressure was 
steadily maintained at a degree at which all perceptible pulsa- 
tion in the tumor was arrested, until the 10th of March. Twice 
during this period, all pressure was removed, and the pulsations 
of the tumor were found to have ceased, once on the second, 
and again on the fourth day ; on which latter occasion, no pres- 
sure was applied for seven hours^ at the end of which time a 
slight pulsation could, again be detected. On the 10th, the 
tumor still pulsating, but very slightly, the treatment was 
necessaiTly intermitted on account of the admission of a num- 
ber of acute cases into the wards, which required all the atten- 
tion of the House Surgeon. This interval allowed the parts 
to recover from the soreness at the points of pressure. 
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On the 19th March, the treatment was recommenced, and 
conducted as before, and on the* 22d, the instrument being 
removed, no' pulsation could be detected ; it was, however, re- 
applied, and kept pressing lightly for two days longer, without 
relief by the fingers. 

March Slst — "No pulsation discoverable; the tumor is 
harder, though still elastic ; the circumference of the limb is 
reduced to seventeen inches ; several small arteries can be de- 
tected pulsating around the knee, and oue of them crosses the 
surface of the tumor. The patient can also extend his leg to a 
greater degree, and the oedema of the foot and leg has disap- 
peared. 

The tumor continued to diminish and grow harder, and at 
the end of a month, when he was discharged, he could walk 
with ease ; the knee at this time measured less than fifteen 
inches in circumference. • 

The patient was seen several months afterwards by Dr. John 
Moore, the House Surgeon of the Hospital, to whose persever- 
ing attention his cure was mainly owing ; he was then perfectly 
well, engaged in his usual laborious employment, and highly 
pleased with the result of his treatment. 

During the application of the compression in this case there 
was no observable increase in the oedema of the foot and leg, 
which is to be attributed to the opportunities aflTorded to the 
veins of the limb to empty themselves during the alternations 
of the pressure fi-om the thigh to the groin. There was, how- 
ever, a harder swelling of the tissues on the dorsum of the foot, 
accompanied by redness of the skin and considerable pain, 
especially on pressure ; this followed the use of the compressor 
on both occasions, and subsided from two to three days after its 
removal. The exact cause of this condition of the parts I was 
unable to explain. 



Case of ScoHatmor^Deathfrom Eemorrhage. — ^By J. T. Met- 
OALFB, M. D., Physician to Bellevue Hospital. 

J. L., six years old, a stout, very healthy child, two weeks 
after a visit to his cousins, who were in the desquamative stage 
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of scarlet fever, was taken with sore throat. This was on the 
2d of May, 1848. 

On awaking the next day, he had a hoarse congh, which 
was thought to be owing to croup, and for which some domestic 
remedies were used. By evening, the soreness of the throat 
had become much worse, a smart febrile reaction was estab- 
lished, and he became somewhat delirious. On the following 
day, he was seen by the ordinary family attendant (having be- 
fore taken an imaginq,ry quantity of belladonna from a homoeo- 
path), who prescribed a warm mustard bath. 

On the 6th of May, I first saw the patient. At this time 
he was in a profound stupor, with great difficulty of breathing 
from the swollen state of the throat. There was intense redness 
of the tonsils and whole pharynx ; the cervical lymphatic glands 
were much enlarged ; the skin hot, dry, and covered with the 
characteristic eruption of scarlatina ; the pulse 130 and small ; 
there was very great foetor of the breath, and an ichorous dis- 
charge from the mouth, which excoriated the cheeks and skin 
over which it passed. 

I advised that counter-irritation to the extremities, by sina- 
pisms, should be applied, that he should take as a gargle, when 
he could be roused, a weak solution of the chlorinated soda, and 
that the pharynx and tonsils should be well touched with a strong 
solution (3j to Ij) of nitrate of silver. 

May 6th. — ^The foetid breath was nearly absent, the general 
symptoms remaining about the same. The patient had a 
chronic enlargement of the left tonsil, which appeared so red 
and swollen, that I was induced to make two or three scarifica- 
tions of the surface ; but little blood flowed, nor do I think the 
operation was of any benefit. The pharynx near the enlarged 
tonsil was covered with an ash-colored membrane, very like a 
slough. 

From this time till the 8th, the treatment consisted in the 
administration of flaxseed tea, mucilage of gum arabic, and 
the chlorate of potassa dissolved in cold water. There was a 
slight improvement in the symptoms — ^the fever subsided, but 
there was still great dyspnoea, delirium, and difficulty in swal- 
lowing. I directed him to have milk punch and wine whey, at 
regular short intervals, as soon as he should be able to swallow. 
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May 9th. — ^The dysphagia has diminished since yesterday. 
His skin was cool and natural in color, the pulse was rapid^ 
very small and weak. The delirium was still present, accom- 
panied by restlessness and picking at the bed clothes. I found, 
on inqniry, that the stimulus had been withheld since the pre- 
ceding afternoon, the attendant considering it too powerful for 
the case. 

He was immediately ordered to have wine whey and beef 
tea, alternately, every hour ; and having impressed his parents 
with the necessity of supporting the child, the nourishment and 
stimnlus were regularly administered until my visit on 

May 10th. — ^The patient is free from delirium, has passed a 
more quiet night than he has yet done, and is able to swallow 
with much greater ease. To continue the treatment, increasing 
the interval of administration to two hours. 

May 11th. — ^Patient so much improved, that I considered my 
attendance as consulting physician no longer necessary, and re- 
signed him into the hands of the family physician. 

From the time he had been able to swallow, tha act of deg- 
lutition had always been accompanied with more or less pain^ 
and he had also been, from time to time, troubled with a slight 
cough. To account for this, the tonsil had been frequently ex- 
amined, but without discovering any evidence of abscess within 
it ; both the cough and pain had for some days been subsiding, 
so that on the 14th, his parents considered him so well, that they 
went to the village church about a mile distant. 

He had washed his face and hands, made his toilet and ar- 
ranged his writing desk, sitting up in bed to do so ; when, on 
taking a glass of water to drink, there was a slight cough of the 
kind mentioned above, immediately followed by a gush of bright 
red blood from the mouth. This was very speedily followed by 
two other copious gushes, and in two minutes and a half he was 
a corpse. 

Unfortunately, I was unable to obtain a post mortem exami- 
nation, but the character and quantity of the hemorrhage, taken 
in connection with the sloughy state of the throat near the ton- 
sil, render it highly probable that the fatal event was due to 
ulceration of the internal carotid artery, or of some of its 
branches. 
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In conversing with the late Dr. James McDonald, of Flush- 
ing, he informed me of a case in which death, daring convales- 
cence from scarlatina, had been caused by ulceration of the in- 
ternal jugular vein. In " Watson's Practice of Physic," another 
fatal case under similar circumstances is recorded, in which the 
thyroid or lingual artery was opened. 



A Case in which a fragment of a GuUa Percha Boiigie was 
discharged from the hladder^ after being hrohen up hy Givi- 
ale^s Lithotrite {Brisepierre), — Hj Guedon Buck, Jb., M. 
D., Surgeon to the New-York Hospital. 

'N. T. B., a student of medicine, aged 19 years, having suf- 
fered for some time from involuntary nocturnal emissions, in- 
troduced, by the advice of a medical friend,, a bougie into his 
bladder, on the evening of the 7th June, 1851. On withdraw- 
ing it, he felt a burning pain along the course of the urethra, 
and in the glans penis. The instrument, which was of gutta 
percha, was found to have broken off, and a fragment of at least 
three inches in length, to have remained behind. This, he at 
once suspected to be the cause of his pain. He slept well the 
same night, and the following day (8th) had more or less severe 
pain, especially after emptying the bladder. While at rest, 
however, and with the bladder in a state of distention, he was 
exempt from suffering. The pain was chiefly felt at the ex- 
tremity of the penis. The act of defecation was also extremely 
painftd. 

June 9th. — ^It being stormy, patient was much exposed to 
the rain, and got his feet wet. At noon, he left home by rail' 
road and steamboat for New-York, to procure relief, the pain 
had become much worse, and more extended. 

After walking about a good deal in the afternoon, he was 
obliged to make water frequently, each attempt being attended 
and followed by much straining. Toward evening, fever came 
on with flushing of the face, and heat, the extremities at the 
same time continuing cool. Slept badly, dreaming a good deal, 
but was not obliged to rise more than once during the night to 
urinate. 

June 10th. — The pain seated itself in the loins, wandering 
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from thence to the lower portion of the spine, down the legs to 
the hams and feet, and causing a sensation of fatigue, as if 
from walking a great distance. Bloody mucus now made its 
appearance in the urine. He was obliged to make water at 
least once in two or three hours. Remained quiet in the house 
and lived low. "With the aid of a dose of laudanum, rested 
well. J%me 11. Suffered but little pain during the morning. 
Retained his urine till 11 o'clock, preparatory to an operation. 
The first step of the operation was to sound the bladder in 
the usual way, and ascertain if the fragment lay partly in the 
urethra, as there was reason to suspect might be the case from 
patient's sensations. The sound entered the bladder with fa- 
cility, and without encountering any obstacle in the urethra or 
coming in contact with the bougie in the bladder ; at least with- 
out any sensation of contact being perceptible to the operator's 
hand. Patient was now subjected to the influence of sulphuric 

I ether, and the manipulations with the Brisepitoe com- 
menced. After opening and closing the blades within 
the bladder, and at the same time rotating it in different 
directions, the bougie was caught, and the blades being 
gently compressed, the instrument was withdrawn, when it 
was found to have brought away the smallest fragment, 
i delineated in the accompanying figure, and which formed 
the tapering end of the bougie. The Brisepierre was 
again introduced and the same manipulations repeated. 
Two or three times, the blades grasped the bougie, and 
compressed it, without bringing away any more pieces. 
It was now thought most prudent to discontinue any fur- 
Ither attempts, and to resume them if necessary on a sub- 
sequent occasion. It was hoped also, that in evacuating 
the bladder, other fragments might be expelled with the 
issue. To facilitate their expulsion, the patient was di- 
rected to retain his urine as long as practicable, in order 
to increase the expulsive power of the bladder. 
Of what happened soon after we left our patient, he 
himself gives the following account. " After the opera- 
«tion, I slept some twenty minutes, and then attempted to 
pass water, but a few drops only of extremely bloody 
urine escaped with severe straining. I noticed a foreign 
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substance in the nrethra just within the scrotum, and by 
gentle pressure, removed it. It consisted of two pieces of the 
bougie, each about one inch in length, the one projecting about 
one-eighth of an inch in advance of the other. Soon after I 
discovered a third piece of about the same length, lying in the 
bed. I had no knowledge of its passage, and think it must have 
passed while I was asleep. The urethra was very irritable, the 
urine much discolored with blood, and had to be passed once in 
three quarters of an hour. ' The pain now gradually diminished. 

The bowels having been confined two days, a dose of castor 
oil was ordered. 

June 14th. — ^Three days after the operation, all blood and 
mucus had disappeared from the urine, and the irritability of 
the urethra and bladder ceased. Patient now returned home, 
greatly delighted at having obtained such complete relief, and 
resolved never to employ for himself, or others, a gutta percha 
bougie. 

Another instcmce of a similar accident came under my ob- 
servation at the New-York Hospital, in the case of a patient in 
charge of my colleague, Dr, Alfred C. Post. 

April Y, 1849. — A gutta percha bougie. No. 3, had been in- 
troduced into the bladder for the relief of a stricture, and after 
having remained a few minutes, it broke off in the act of being 
withdrawn, at several inches distant from the meatus. Dr. 
Post made an incision into the urethra, and removed three frag- 
ments. He was afterwards obliged to perform the lateral opera- 
tion of Lithol;omy, and extract four more fragments, forming 
together a total length of about four inches. 

Another case may be found reported in the London Medical 
Gazette, new series. Vol. ix. 1849, p. 699, by Csesar Hawkins, 
Esq., of St. George's Hospital. A fragment of about four 
inches of a gutta percha catheter broke off in the bladder, while 
the patient was using the instrument himself. It was removed 
with the lithotrite and urethra forceps. 

The danger of employing gutta percha instruments for the 
urethra, is sufficiently shown by the above cases, to deter from 
their use hereafter. Our principal instrument makers have 
very properly withdrawn them from sale, since they were in- 
formed of their objectionable qualities. 
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Procidentia Uteris with entire inversion of the Vagina, — Suc- 
cessful operation by J. K. "Wood, M. D., one of the Visiting 
Surgeons to Bellevue Hospital. Reported by C. H. Raw- 
BOK, M. D., House Surgeon. 

Susan Fennegan, Ireland, set. 23, widow, admitted into 
Bellevue Hospital Aug. 5tli, 1851, as a private patient of Dr. 
Wood. 

JSistory. — ^Patient is of strong and healthy constitution, 
never having suffered from any previous disease ; has had one 
child. The Catamenia first made their appearance when she 
was 14 years of age, and continued regular up to the time of 
pregnancy, six years ago. Nothing unusual occurred during 
the period of utero gestation, at the end of which time she was 
delivered of a still-bom child, after a tedious labor of 32 hours. 

The placenta did not become detached immediately, and 
ergot was given, but without effect, aud after the lapse of about 
seven hours, the attending accoucheur introduced his hand into 
the uterus and delivered the placenta. 

The length of time and severity of the labor left her in 
quite a prostrate condition, but she slowly convalesced, so as to 
be able to walk about her room, four weeks after her confine- 
ment. She then, for the first time, noticed a tumor about the 
size of a small orange, protruding from the vagina, which has 
gradually increased in size up to the present time. Since her 
confinement, the Catamenia have recurred every three weeks, 
continuing from six to eight days, and quite profuse. 

Present Condition, — ^Patient's general health is good, pulse 
75, tongue clean, appetite good, bowels inclined to be costive. 
Complains of nothing except a constant dragging pain, com- 
mencing in the lumbar region, extending in front down the 
thighs, and the inconvenience of a large tumor suspended be- 
tween the thighs. The pain is constant, but more severe when 
attempting to walk, so that she is not able to proceed more than 
the distance of a block, before she is obliged to sit down and 
rest. 

"Upon examination, the tumor was found to consist of the 
uterus prolapsed, with inversion of the whole vagina, reaching 
down to within three inches of the knees. This extensive in 
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version of the vagina, causes or allows of retroversion of the 
bladder, so that iluctnation of its contents can be detected 
through the vaginal walls; the intestines also fill the pelvic 
cavity and the upper portion of the vagina. The tumor mea- 
sures, from the os uteri, posteriorly, to the vulva, 8| inches ; 
antero-posteriorly combined, 14 inches ; circumference, 16 
inches. 

The mucous membrane has lost its smoothed, polished 
appearance, looks thicker, firmer, and denser than natural. 
On the posterior portion, there are several fissures and excoria- 
tions of the mucous membrane, causing it to bleed. 

When the patient occupies the recumbent posture, the whole 
of this mass can be returned and retained, xmtil she again takes 
the upright position. 

After a close examination of the case. Dr. "Wood determined 
to operate. After the patient had undergone a preparatory 
course of treatment, viz : constantly to occupy the recumbent 
posture, and in order to cause contraction of the relaxed 
vagina and the surrounding parts, an astringent injection was 
directed, viz : 

Tannin, 51. 

Aqua, 01. 

This was used three times per day, and retained in the va- 
gina as long as possible, until Sept. 3d ; it was then discon- 
tinued, as it had produced all the benefit likely to result from its 
Yise. 

Sept. 8th. — Dr. "Wood proceeded to perform the following 
operation. The patient being placed in much the same position 
as for lithotomy, with a scalpel and scissors, he removed a por- 
tion of mucous membrane one inch in length, by one-fourth in 
breadth, just within the junction of the true skin and mucous 
membrane of the labia majora, not interfering with the urethra, 
and leaving a small opening posteriorly for the menses to pass 
down. The two labia were then brought together, and three 
sutures applied to the pared edges internally, and four exter- 
nally ; thus retaining them in close apposition. The patient 
was now placed in bed without any local applications to the 
parts, and the catheter ordered to be used as occasion required. 

Sept. 10th. — ^No unfavorable symptoms ; patient suffers but 
very little pain ; union appears to be taking place. 
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Sept. 18th.— Patient has been comfortable eince last report. 
The external sutures are all removed, and union has taken place 
the whole length. The Doctor did not remove the internal su- 
tures, as be thought they might afford some support to the parts 
for a time. 

Sept. 20th. — ^Is menstruating quite profusely, and feels the 
usual effects on the system. 

Sept. 24th. — ^Menstrual period has been of shorter duration 
than for years before, and she feels quite well. The discharge 
passed down through the opening posteriorly, as was antici- 
pated. 

Sept. 26tb.'< — ^Removed the internal sutures and found union 
perfect ; patient not allowed to sit |ip, as the parts are yet not 
well consolidated. 

Oct. 4th. — ^Examined the patient to-day for the last time ; 
she has been about the ward for two days, feels well and highly 
pleased with the result of the operation. The band or bridge 
across the vagina, is one inch broad, and firm, allowing the 
womb to rest upon its upper surface and retaining it in the pel- 
vis perfectly. A compress covered with oiled silk, and retained 
in its place by a T bandage, is to be worn for a time to give 
support to the parts. 

Oct. 6th. — ^Patient discharged cured. 

Oct. 12th. — ^Dr. "Wood again saw the case to-day, and the pa- 
tient informed him she was perfectly relieved. She suffers no 
pain in the back, and can walk any distance without inconvenience. 
The parts have not changed, and hold the same relation to each 
other as when she left the Hospital. 



NEW-TOEK HOSPITAL. 

Penetrating Wound of the Abdomen — Intestinal Hemorrhage — Perito- 
nitis — Recovery, By Charles M. Allin, M. D.,^Resident Surgeon. 

John Syms, sBt. 22 years, a native of Germany, of good constitution, 
admitted into the First Surgical Divisi(Hi of the Hospital, February 2dd» 
1851 (Dr. J. Kearny Rodgers in attendance). 

About an hour bdfore his admission, he had received a stab in his 
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left side, inflicted with a small dirk-knife. The wound was but half an 
inch in length, and was situated just below the edge of the cartilages 
of the ribs, and two and a half inches from the median line of the body. 
A probe, passed more than half its length downward and inward, and 
blood of an arterial color was oozing rapidly from the external opening. 
He had vomited several times since the injury was received, coagulated 
blood, in considerable quantity, being mingled with the matter ejected. 
There was no hiccough, the patient complained of but little pain, and his 
pulse Yra&full, and of moderate frequency. 

Treatment. — Rest in bed. Wound dressed with adhesive straps, a 
compress, and bandage. ^ Pulv. Doveri gr. viij. Pulv. Camph. gr. 
ij, every four hours. Low diet. 

Feb. 24th. — ^Passed the night pretty quietly. This morning, he has 
a little more pain in the side than yesterday. 

Feb. 25th. — Hemorrhage from the wound has recommenced, and 
cannot be checked by the application of ice. A graduated compress is 
therefore adjusted, and secured firmly, by a bandage around the body. 
The pain has increased, and is more diffused over the abdomen than 
yesterday. 

^ Submuriat. Hydrax. gr. ij. Pulv. Ipecac, Co. viij. every four 
hours. 

Feb. 28th. — ^There has been extensive extravasation of blood under 
the skin, but no more external hemorrhage. This morning, nearly half a 
pmt of blood was evacuated by the rectum, without pain. The pain in 
the abdomen is more severe, and there is great tenderness on pressure, 
particularly on the left side. The pulse is 100, and hard, the skin hot 
and diy, and the tongue red at its edges. He lies upon his right side, 
with his lower extremities flexed upon the trunk. Eighteen leeches ap- 
plied over the abdomen, followed by a large cataplasm. J^ Pulv. 
Camph. gr. ij. Opii. gr. j. every four hours. 

March 3d. — Patient has continued to pass blood from the rectum 
two or three times in the day, since the last date, though the quantity is 
now much diminished. Pain in the abdomen has subsided somewhat^ 
and he now complains of sore mouth from the calomel. Wound healing 
by first intention ; ordered, an astringent gargle for the mouth. 

March 9th. — ^The wound is entirely closed. Patient now complains 
^f no pain, except upon pressure, but the wall of the abdomen is very 
hard, and percussion reveals marked dullness over its entire surface. No 
blood has been discharged from the rectum in the last three days. Pulse 
80, and qiute weak. Losing strength. ?; Sulph. Quin. gr. j. in so- 
lution, three times a day. Moderately nourishing diet. 

March 14th. — Patient's general condition is improved, and his mouth 
is nearly well. The gargle is discontinued. 

March 20th. — The hardness of the abdominal wall continues, and 
patient begins again to suffer pain, though of a different character. It is 
now a dull, heavy, continued pain, and is most relieved while he lies 
upon his back. His skin is dry, and has assumed a sallow appearance, 
hk pulse is 85, and of moderate strength, and his tongue is covered with 
a dirty, yellowish fur. Dullness now extends to about an inch and a half 
below the umbilicus ; downward from this line, the abdomen is resonant. 
J^ Pulv. Ipecac. Co. gr. v. three times a day. 
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March 26th. — ^The pain, of which he complained at the time of the 
last note, is now superseded by a feeling of tightness. When he lies upon 
his back, there is marked dullness on either side, but resonance continues 
anteriorly to the same extent as before. There is a slight feeling of fluc- 
tuation on percussion. ^ Infus. Apocyn. Cannab. (5j a Oj.) |8S- 
with an equal quantity of gin, three times a day. 

April 1st. — The abdomen is becoming rapidly distended, and the pre- 
sence of a large quantity of fluid is distinctly recognized. The sensation 
of tightness is increased, but is attended with little pain. The infusion 
of hemp has had but slight eflect, the quantity of urine, which is passed 
in twenty-four hours, being not perceptibly increased. Substituted in its 
place, % Submur. Hydr. gr. j., Scillae gr. j., Digitalis gr. J, three 
times a day. 

April 8th. — ^To-day, the distention having increased to such an ex- 
tent as to render necessary the evacuation of the fluid, paracentesis was 
performed, and two gallons of a dirty, yellow, opaque liquid were re- 
moved. It was of thicker consistence than serum, inodorous, and, 
though retained in a bucket during twenty -four hours, did not coagulate. 
The patient was much relieved, g. Submur. Hydr. et Opii aa gr, j., 
three times a day. 

April 10th. — Gums again a little spongy and sore from the mercury. 
Complains of no pain in the abdomen. General condition improving 
slowly. To take but one pill of Calomel and Opium daily. Nourishing 
diet continued. 

April I'Zth. — ^The distention of the abdomen has recommenced, and 
is progressing rapidly. The diuretics, which have been administered, 
exert but little influence, either in increasing the quantity of urine, or 
arresting the effusion into the peritoneal cavity. Use of Apocyn. Can- 
nab. Infus. ; continued, in double the quantity at first ordered. 

April 21st. — Paracentesis was again performed to-day, and six quarts 
of fluid evacuated, of a character similar to that which was withdrawn 
on the 8th inst. Patient has become very much emaciated, and requires 
nourishing diet, with porter and quinine freely. 

April 26th. — Slight fluctuation is again /elt in the abdomen, and 
patient complains of much pain. 3?^ Tinct. Fern Muriat. m. Lxxx., 
Aquge 3^^- 5^8. ter in die. 

April 30th. — ^The quantity of urine passed in the day is perceptibly 
increased by the use of the last remedy ; but the pain continues, and 
the feeling of fluctuation is equally as distinct. He is improving in his 
general health. 

May 10th. — ^The collection of fluid in the abdomen is not increased 
since the last date. The quantity of urine now passed is twice as large 
as before the use of the Mmiated tincture of iron was commenced. Pa- 
tient however, suffers much pain, constantly in the left side. A stimulat- 
ing liniment is ordered to be rubbed upon the side and abdomen daily, 
and J5; Pulv. Doveri gr. v. Cam ph. gr. ij. administered three times a day. 
The wound produced by the trocar is healed. 

May 15th. — ^The distention of the abdomen is markedly diminished, 
and the pain is very much relieved. Patient has been gaining strength 
rapidly, and now walks about the ward. 

May 21st. — ^There is now no feeling of fluctuation in the abdomen. 
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but considerable hardness of its anterior wall still remains. Patient com- 
plains of no pain whatever, and is allowed to leave the house daring the 
day. 

May 26th. — ^Patient to-day left the Hospital, cured. 

Bemarks. — The case I have thus described, presents several pointa 
of special interest. One of the most prominent of these is the absence, 
during more than twenty-fbur hours after the injury was received, of 
any of the urgent symptoms, which are almost invariably attendant upon 
wounds, communicating with the peritoneum and the inteatines. There 
was no prostration, no pab justifying complaint, Mid, other than the 
vomiting of blood, no indication whatever that the abdominal cavity had 
been opened. The undisturbed condition of the pulse was remarkable, 
though not unprecedented. Mr. Travers, in Med. Chir. Transactions, 
vol. 8, has made mention of this peculiarity, and he has met with it even 
in cases where there has been large extravasation of the contents of the 
intestines into the peritoneum, but in no instance which he has given, has 
he failed to find that the injury was followed by acute and unremit'ting 
pain. The occurrence of hemorrhage from the mtestines on the fifth 
day, its continuance during an entire week, and its apparently spontane- 
ous cessation at the end of that period, the singularly defined hardness 
of the abdominal wall, and, at a later stage, the entire inefficacy, to 
arrest dropsical effusion of powerful diuretics, with the single exception 
of the Muriated tincture of iron ; these, with the final recovery of the 
patient, give to the case a character unusually interesting and instruc- 
tive. 



Letters on Syphilis, No. 1. — By M. P. Ricord, Chirui-gien de rH6pital 
du Midi, Paris. Translated by VV. P. Lattimore, M. D, 

To Dr. Am^d^e Latour, Editor of the " Union Medicale." 

My dear Confrere and Friend : — The new doctrine on Syphilis ex- 
periences the fate of every scientific discovery. For nearly twenty years, 
by my teaching and by my. writings, I have sought to make it penetrate 
the minds of my contemporaries. I see, however, that it is not equally 
understood by all ; certain adversaries still make objections to it, — ob- 
jections which I have a hundred times refuted ; — ^and, what is more 
curious, certain others seize upon objections raised by myself, and im- 
agine, a little naively perhaps, to vanquish me with arguments intro- 
duced into this discussion by myself. 

At this I am neither astonished nor indignant. On the contrary, I 
find in it a new inducement to continue my work ; and far from com- 
plaining of my adversaries, I rather thank them for holding my zeal on 
the alert, thus preventing it from flagging. 

Thus, I am about to demand your permission to make an exposition 
of the true doctrines of the " H6pital du Midi," in your widely circu- 
lated Journal. Allow me to say, that it is less an individual response, 
than a general exposition, which I intend to make. As I proceed I 
shall encounter objections, and will endeavor to reply to them ; I will 
also bear in mind, as far as I ought, a recent publication, due to the 
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pen of one of your skilful co-laborers, who, in order to find followerst 
need not have gone modestly to the country to seek them. 

I will present you, my dear friend, a preliminary reflection inspired 
by the publication to which I have just alluded ; — because an observer 
may not be permitted to see all of the facts of a particular part of 
patiiology, and to arrange a general system, we must not hence con- 
clude that this observer has accomplished nothing, has seen nothing, has 
established nothing; that his labors and his reseaixhes ought to be 
regarded as naught, and a clean sweep made of his teaching. This 
method of philosophizing in medicine, perhaps a little too common at 
this day, is convenient and expeditious, but is neither true nor just. In 
Syphilography particularly, this process would lead to deplorable errors. 
A serious study of the history of our art demands more moderation of 
language, more justice of appreciation. For my part, I am pleased to 
recognize and to proclaim, that instead of all Syphilographic literature 
being worthy of contempt, there is to be found in it, by those who 
know how to see them, interesting and curious observations, good pre- 
cepts, and even sometimes doctrinal absurdities which some find it good 
to exhume, while they discredit the source. Of a surety, the long dis- 
cussions on Mercury, Guiac, Sarsaparilla, etc., are not wholly devoid of 
utility ; the history of Blennorrhagia may be cleared up by the obseiTa- 
tions of those who have preceded us. Undoubtedly, the spirit of specu- 
lation and charlatanism have left too frequent traces of their passage, 
but you will often find in them also the imprint of judicious spirits, of a 
veritable scientific tendency, and of laudable efforts to arrive at a sys- 
temization and a doctrine. These labors, besides, had they no other 
interest than that of reflecting the ideas and opinions of past times, 
would not merit the contempt which has been cast upon them un- 
justly. 

I would make the same profession of faith in regard to observers of 
modem times. Criticism, I know by experience, finds frequent occasions 
to exercise itself upon their works. But must we hence consider them 
unimportant ? Far from me be this injurious thought. On the con- 
trary, I hold in great esteem the writings of Bell, of John Hunter, of 
Swediaur ; the time has come to render full justice to the two Culle- 
riers, to M. Lagneau particularly, whose reputation was justly popular; 
to all those intelligent and laborious workmen of our science who, by 
conscientious studies, have with much pains opened the way in which we 
can advance more freely. 

Should I be unjust towards my contemporaries ? God forbid, dear 
friend. Whatever may be our differences, it is spontaneously and with 
pleasure that I render the most sincere homage to the works of MM. 
Baumes, Gibert, Cazenave, Cullerier (the nephew), Bottex, Ratier, 
Pache, Diday, Payan, Venot, in France ; abroad, Wallace, Garmichael, 
Babington, and my pupils Acton and Meric in England ; Thiry, Herion, 
in Belgium ; to the remarkable publications of laborious Germany and 
of ingenious Italy. 

I do not then experience, either towards the past, or towards the 
present, any sentiment of injustice or of disdain. You will excuse me 
for making this declaration very explicitly before entering upon the sub- 
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ject. I think it proper to say, that I partake in no manner of the opinion 
of those exacting and difficult critics, according to Tirhoni both ancient 
and modem Syphilography is only a medley unworthy of attention. I 
believe, on the contrary, that this branch of pathology is as fertile as 
any other in useful works, and in precious researches. 

However, the works of the ancients and modems have not been able 
to preserve this part of our science from the general revolutions im- 
pressed upon medicine by the physiological doctrine. The school of 
Broussais, in blotting out the past, had put every thing in doubt. Was 
there a syphilitic virus ? Did Syphilis exist ? You know how physi- 
ologism resolved these questions. The most extreme confusion reigned 
in science, and was transferred into the publications of the time. Dou})t 
was everywhere, certainty nowhere. 

It was at this epoch that. Surgeon by " concours " to the Central 
Bureau of the Hospitals, it was my lot to enter the Hopital du Midi. 
I there met an honest and loyal man, a serious and honest practitioner, 
M. Cullerier, who, having abandoned the family traditions, so to speak, 
had taken upon himself to doubt his own observation, and appeared no 
longer to believe what he had seen. 

Everywhere doubt had replaced belief; people doubted the cause of 
Syphilis, doubted its effects, and as a consequence, they doubted its the- 
rapeutics. 

And mark ! that which was called the new doctrine was presented 
surrounded by a great scientific apparatus. M. Richoud des Brus wrote 
an enormous book completely filled with facts ; M. Desruelles supported 
the new idea by statistics which passed for exact ; all strove to combat 
the specialty of the disease and the specific nature of the remedy. 

History was largely laid under contribution by one of the most learned 
writers of our century, M. Jourdan, who, in one of the most remarkable 
works of our epoch, was pleased to take the observers one by one, and 
to put them in contradiction with themselves ; an easy triumph, if the 
critic, in an austere and impartial analysis, does not know how to estab- 
lish a marked difference between the ideas proper to the author, those 
which result from his researches and his observation, and those which he 
draws from the scientific media of his time. The first, are useful mate- 
rials which it is necessary to preserve ; the others, constitute the preju- 
dices of the epoch, and have only an historical value. Jourdan did not 
take this precaution ; it sufficed him, in order to combat the specific na- 
ture of the disease, to indicate the confusion of opinion among our pre- 
decessors, and he did it with a luxury of erudition which would have 
been an ornament to a more healthy criticism. 

Such then, was the state of opinion, and of science when I entered 
the " Hopital du Midi." It was necessary to rebuild, according to some, 
a ruined edifice ; it was at least necessary, according to others, to con- 
solidate it. 

That which was most of all necessary, was to take up the study of 
the cause of Syphilis. 

Had it a special cause, a vims ? Or, were venereal accidents the re- 
sult of a common cause ? 

For this research and this study, two methods of observation offered 
themselves to me. 
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The first f was the pure and simple observation of the phenomena, 
the observation which our predecessors had practised, and which had 
conducted them to opinions so divergent ; the observation similar to that 
of Devergie, and altogether analogous to the facts already repwted by 
Vigaroux, by Bligny, etc. ; that observation, for example, relative to 
three oflScers, who had connection with the same young girl, aflFected 
with a discharge, and were all three infected ; one, with an urethritis, the 
second, with a chancre, and the third, with warts. It is tnie that Dev- 
ergie deprived the history of information on one small point, that of the 
precise state of the young girl, whom he did not examine with the ape- 
eulum. 

Evidently, this mode of investigation was worn out, and could con- 
duct only to vagueness, or to a confusion in the results. 

The second method was more satisfactory to my reason ; it was be- 
sides more in affinity with the demands of modem science ; it seemed 
to me to open a sure way to the study, and of necessity to lead to incon- 
testable results ; I speak of 2x!PsiaMENT. 

I laid down for myseH the following conditions : 

To derive the cause oS Syphilis from a known source ; 

To place it upon a region of the body open to observation ; 

To note its effects, • . ' •• 

You see that experiment alone could fulfil these conditions. 

But experiment had already bfeen interrogated, and by it people had 
arrived at contradictory concl™ehs. When John Hunter said yes, Caron, 
Bru, Jourdan, Devergie, and M. Desmelles said no. Upon what could 
depend affirmations so opposite, when the same method of investigation 
had been employed ? I did not then know, I have since learned. What 
my reason then told me was, that a series of rigorous and well con- 
ducted experiments must lead to precise residts ; and the dissensions of 
experimenters did not dishearten me. 

These researches were difficult and delicate. There was needed con- 
. victions, and I dare to say, courage to undertake them ; it was necessary 
to be certain of well appreciating the circumstances under which I was 
about to act ; it was necessary to rely upon antecedent experiments ; it 
was particularly necessary to rely upon purity of intention, and upon the 
testimony of the conscience. 

I did not, in fact, content myself with the great name of Hunter ; 
■with the experimenters cited by Bell ; with the work of Hernandez, 
crowned by the academy of Besan^on, with the authority of Percy, and 
with some other great names equally renowned ; but I wished to study 
the question in itself, to place myself in the conditions of a veritable in- 
ventor, in fact, to assume upon myself alone all the responsibility of the 
results. 

How was it necessary to proceed to this experimentation ? 

I could inoculate from a diseased to a healthy individual ; I could 
experiment on the patient himself. 

The first method of experimenting, that is, the inoculation from a 

diseased to a healthy individual, it appeared to me, ought always to be 

rejected by the physician. I do not believe that we have the right to 

make such experiments. The physician not only ought not to use his 
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natural authority to instigate any one to undergo experiments of this 
nature, but I farther think, that he ought to resist the desires of indivi- 
duals, who, seduced by a generous devotion, would voluntarily expose 
themselves to the chances of an inoculation. I cast no blame on those 
who have acted differently. I only repeat that for my part, I have been 
unwilling to proceed thus. There remained to experiment upon the pa- 
tient himself. 

Could this present inconveniences and dangers for the patient ? 

In the event of its harmlessness, could it lead to conclusive results ? 

Here is what history, observation and experience, teach on this sub- 
ject. 

It was generally admitted that a first contagion did not prevent a 
second one, and the old saying of ;pox on pox, still had full force. At 
this day we kno^ what to understand by that. 

As to the inconveniences and dan gers, we see every day that primi- 
tive accidents are rarelvj^M%il UMfc^^ ^^^ multiplied with a great 
facility, and that stric^^C^eY^vify ^uSbdpe^^ is not in relation to 
the number of accidw©. — <5oo-«. ^^K 

Then in order tK^lucidate so grave a «(t«tion of etiology and of 
practice, art could,! withMlA l|c^ve|g^, dojwhat nature habitually 
does. \ X / 

A much graver q^^«foaiiufU> <^vo(be^jii^ jlself : Were the profound 
and consecutive accidem^o4 f^ye(|^/8S^inection in proportion to the 
number of the primitive lesfoiw ? . v^^ 

Rigorous chnical observation of every time has proved, and proves 
every day, that constitutional Syphilis is not in proportion to the number 
of primitive accidents^ existing at the same time, developed at the same 
epoch. 

An additional accident then adds nothing to the chance of infection, 
if we know how to direct the experiment. 

There remained the question of surface ; to know whether an exten- 
sive ulceration exposed more to a general infection than an ulceration of 
moderate size. Here again observation had shown that a more or less 
extended surface of a primitive ulceration has no influence upon the pro- 
duction of consecutive accidents. A very small chancre exposes to a 
general infection, just as much as a very extensive chancre ; and recip- 
rocally, a large ulceration exposes one no more nor less than a small one. 

Finally, there remained the question of the seat of the ulceration, of 
the place of election for the experimental punctures. It had been said, 
and by Boerhaave, among others, that venereal accidents contracted 
elsewhere than on the genital organs, presented a greater degree of 
gravity ; but clinical observation had already proved, and it has since 
proved to me, that this opinion was erroneous. 

I know very well, that on this point a great noise has been made in 
regard to diseases contracted by physicians and sages-femmes, the result 
of examinations, punctures, etc. There are very good reasons which I 
do not wish to give here, why these accidents should have made a great 
noise. I can say, however, without wounding any, that members of the 
profession to whom such accidents happen, have no motive for conceal- 
ment, while ordinary syphilitic patients have excellent reasons for saying 
nothmg. 
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I rested tben convmced tbat the seat of the ulceration could not only 
hare no unfavorable influence upon the production of consecutive acci- 
dents, but that it might even diminish or destroy certain troublesome 
casualties, for example, the production of buboes. Thus, observation 
had already proved, that primitive chancres of the thigh were almost 
never followed by adenitis ; and, in fact, among my numerous experi- 
ments, I have never seen an adenitis supervene upon the punctures of 
inoculation on the thigh. 

Then, my dear friend, from history, from clinical observation of every 
age, from the experimenters who had preceded me, from the testimony 
of my conscience, severely interrogated, I arrived at this encouraging 
conclusion, that in experimenting on the patient himself, 

I would in reality give him no more disease ; 

I would not augment the gravity of the accidents with which he was 
already affected ; 

I would not expose him to any greater chances of a consecutive in- 
fection. 

These first and capital conditions being 'found, it was necessary to 
seek for those which should offer to science and to art, every desirable 
guarantee. 



Quips on Quackery, — N^o, 1: — ^By an Ex-Editor. 

The great drag upon the wheels of the chariot of Practical Medi- 
cine is Quackery ; quackery in, and quackery out of the profession. For 
euphony's sake, I place the latter last ; but I shall consider it first. 

I suppose that every one who has been even a little while only in 
practice, is familiar with its malign influences. It haunts the steps of the 
physician, arrests his arm, averts his aim, and if it robs him not of his 
weapon, renders it at least so useless, that he is fain to beat an ignomin- 
ious retreat from the combat. Let but the medical attendant pronounce 
a doubtful prognosis, or a case linger under his treatment, and threaten 
to the impatient bystsuiders at least, to withstand the influence of the 
remedies which he prescribes, and forthwith, in steps some officious neigh- 
bor, some '' good-natured friend,'' and either presents a sure and certain 
cure, under the guise of some worthless and well-be-puffed nostrum, 
(Eellinger's Liniment, or old Dr. Jacob Townsend's Sarsaparilla, or what 
not,) and away go the drugs of the Doctor into the fireplace, and the 
Doctor himself to the right about ; or else, some enthusiast in Homoeo- 
pathy, Hydropathy, Thompsonianism, or kindred humbug of the day, 
after strenuous pleading, is permitted to introduce " his Doctor," and the 
family physician, the family friend it may be, of years standing, is dismissed, 
and not always with the ceremony of a dismissal ; but coming in as usual 
to his visit, finds the field in possession of the foe. 

Outside Quackery, as, for convenience sake I shall call it, is of two 
kinds, consisting in quack doctors and quack medicines. The former of 
these are the lesser evil of the two. Except in the case of the homoeo- 
pathic fraternity, who richly deserve the title, seeing that then: practice 
depends upon deceiving the patient into a belief of the perfection of the 
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Hahnemannic theory, to which they do not adhere, and of the power of 
their infinitessimal doses, which they seldom, or not always exhibit ; while 
in reality, what success they meet with depends either upon the influence 
of imagination, or the adoption of the more vigorous measures of the 
regular school, to which, m all cases of difficulty and danger, they un- 
scrupulously resort, and incessantly decry ;— except in the case of these 
gentry, who have contrived to appropriate to themselves by their trickery, 
a very large share of the more lucrative practice <rf' the money-ocracy, 
we, of the regular school, are not much interfered with by the quack 
doctors. We seldom meet, and they seldom supplant us. But by the 
immense sale and use of quack medicine, our mterests are seriously en- 
damaged. Thanks to the vast advertising media which our newspapers, 
even the most respectable, supply, and the occasional lud given them by 
the pufis of the editors, who live by their deceptive publications ; 4ihank3 
also to the custom of our druggists, even the most respectable amtpg 
ihemy who kmdly condescend to act as agents for the sale of th^ trash ; 
and lastly, to the insatiable and incorrigible credulity of the public, who 
believe all that they read, and buy bottle after bottle of this, that, or the 
other worthless panacea, if it be only to give trial to what seems so spe- 
ciously recommended, that some of what is said about it " must be true," 
these impostors fatten and grow rich at the expense of the regular pro- 
fession. 

Were it necessary to produce a specimen of the means resorted to by 
these fellows to gull the public, a review of the recent course of one of 
their members, in this city, would amply suffice for an illustration. 
Vending for a dollar, a two ounce phial of a syrupy and perfectly inert 
nostrum, the dose of which is a teaspoonful, 3 times a day, (and which 
not only cures consumption, but every other ill to which flesh is heir,) 
there is no method of deception to which this unprincipled empu*ic has 
not resorted, and with some success, to secure for it the patronage of the 
public. Not satisfied with vaunting it for the cure of diseases notorious- 
ly incurable, in terms of the most extravagant eulogy, backed by lying 
certificates in every form of expression, fictitious proclamations, appar- 
ently signed by well-known and important civic functionaries, &c., we 
find him, with an eflrontery inconceivable, except in one of the genus, call- 
ing on God to witne^ his own unshaken faith in its ^cacy, and publicly 
proclaiming the diminution of mortality in the gravest diseases, to depend 
upon the gratuitous supply of his invaluable arcanum. Of all the bold, 
unblushing varlets who have ever taken up the mendacious vocation to 
which he has resorted, this man stands alone and unparalleled ; and yet 
by such hollow artifices, are i-eally sensible and respectable people se- 
duced into countenancmg this imposture. Our own experience has sup- 
plied us with numerous eases in which the bottle has been purchased, 
aye, over and over again, in all the sanguine confidence of hope, to be 
thrown aside in despair. And open swindles like these go on daily, 
meeting neither the rebuke of the press nor public, and escaping the 
scrutiny of the law. 

But a truce to this disgusting subject. By artifices such as these 
the public ever has been, and ever will be deceived ; and I know of no 
remedy which we enjoy for this most mischievous invader of oui>profes- 
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sional rights, aad spoiler of the Egyptians, than that of loudly, on all 
proper occasions, declaiming against the use of the often wholly inert, 
and too often dangerous nostra, which are thus wickedly palmed upon 
the credulous and simple public, for the basest of purposes and by the 
vilest of means. 

Unless, indeed, the great conservator of the professional standard 
and privileges, and of the public health and safety, or what should be 
such, the New- York Academv of Medicine, would look into this matter, 
analyze the drug and declare its composition, uft the published cases and 
proclaim their falsity, and publicly, under their signature and seal, de- 
clare the danger and villainy of these desperate attempts upon the lives 
and pockets of the community. 

Of this, I fear, there is no chance. There are too many in that au- 
gust body, who incline to favor tbe old and most pernicious and unfounded 
idea, that to expose quackery is to raise a cry of persecution from its 
adepts, and to mjure, rather than benefit the cause of scientific medi* 
cine ; as if knavery and falsehood could ever flourish more vigorously 
beneath the light of honesty and truth ; and men who have neither the 
zeal nor courage to take part in the investigation. 

The evil, then, which we so bitterly deplore must continue, because 
they who are most deeply interested in the detection and exposure of its 
danger and rascality, lack the heart, or the hand, to tear the tinsel dra- 
pery from the noisome fiend, or the mask from her hideous features, and 
present her to the public gaze in all the naked foulness of her ghastly 
deformity. 

I had no intention of treating thus at large on the subject of outside 
quackery, when I assumed my pen ; but that is a Peg^us which too 
often runs away with and unhorses its rider. It was chiefly of inside, 
or intraprofessional quackery, that which is of ourselves, and scarcely 
less detrimental to our interests, that I had intended to speak. And of 
that, Mr. Editor, if my long lucubration have not already too thoroughly 
bored both you and your readers, I will, with your permission, say a few 
words in a future number of your Journal, to which I wish every success. 

Your friend, 

An Ex-Editor. 



2>r. Ramsay and his Statistics. 

It is not our intention to go into the merits of this matter with any 
particularity, but a concise statement may suggest to the readers of the 
Times some useful, practical reflections. 

At the meetmg of the National Association in Charleston, certain 
obstetrical statistics, introduced into the Report of Dr. Storer, were stated 
by Dr. Robertson to be unworthy of confidence. This statement was 
based, not upon any personal knowledge, (for Dr. RoBertson had no 
acquaintance with Dr. Ramsay, the author of the statistics,) but, upon 
information derived from others. The Report was recommitted to the 
Committee, in order that these statistics' might be stricken out ; which 
was accordingly done. Shortly after the meeting. Dr. Ramsay busied 
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himself in writing cards for Medical Journals, m relation to this matter, 
and letters to physicians, with some of whom he had no acqtudntance. 
These letters were filled with the coarsest abuse of Dr. Robertson, al- 
though he must hare been aware that Dr. R. could not have been ac- 
tuated by any personal enmity in the course which he had taken. Dr. 
Ramsay also, not deigning to address Dr. Robertson himself, inflicted 
quite a yoluminous correspondence upon Dr. De Saussure, the Secretary 
of the Association, but intended of course for Dr. Robertson. Dr. Rob- 
ertson's replies are not all to the satisfaction of Dr. Ramsay. He does 
not want to know at all who Dr. Robertson's informants were, but 
claims, rather strangely, that the matter lies between him and Dr. Rob- 
ertson alone, and wishes to put him to the trouble of an investigation 
before a Board, to meet at Augusta, not pointing out, however, the man- 
ner in which that Board shall be constituted. 

So much was said in Medical Jomnals about this controversy, that 
Dr. Robertson thought it proper to issue a small pamphlet addressed to 
the members of the Association, making a statement of the main facts. 
To this Dr. Ramsay has published a reply, demolishing, as he thinks. Dr. 
Robertson most effectually, and establishing, as he claims, most triumph- 
antly, his own honor and reliability. 

It seems that Dr. R.'s statistics were rejected in another quarter also 
— at the meeting of the State Society. But in regard to this. Dr. Ram- 
say says : *'The State Society does not contain more than a tithe of the 
medical men in the State, and they are part hoys and inexcusable igno- 
ramuses, with some honorable exceptions. I am not surprised," he 
continues, " at the attack, when I know that any man who aspires in 
the medical profession, is always the victim of persecution, detraction, 
and vituperation, and in no place does it exist to a greater extent than 
in the State Medical Society. In this filthy concern there are always 
plenty of suppliant (pliant ?) tools, to do the dirty work of corruption 
and slander, and that in the most secret and scandalous manner." That 
Dr. Ramsay is one "who aspires in the medical professsion"thereisno 
doubt, but he belongs to that particular class of aspirants, it seems, that are 
apt to prate of persecution, and speak evil of dignities, because the profes- 
I sion are not satisfied with the evidence on which their claims to eminence 
are based. Such aspirants are to be found everywhere, and if they 
would leave the profession of which they so much complain, and rank 
themselves with open quacks, they would find the place to which they 
really belong. A large proportion of the riders of hobbies ought to be 
disposed of in this way — the honor of our profession and the interests of 
medical science would be vastly promoted by such a movement. 

Dr. Ramsay publishes in his pamphlet some certificates of medical 
men as to his honor and reliability. We know nothing of the standing 
of the certifiers, but one of them is certainly a little mistaken in styling 
Dr. Ramsay " a perfect gentleman^* He is very far from writing like 
one. In this respect, he is in striking contrast with Dr. Robertson, whom 
he so coarsely attacks. The Georgia Medical Society, we think, can 
sustain no loss in Dr. Ramsay's keeping out of its ranks. 

Dr. Ramsay's statistics are not the only medical statistics that are 
unworthy of confidence. We fear that such statistics are by no means 
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uncommon on the pages of our Medical Journals. There are many men 
m our profession who are fond of making large statements, especially of 
their own experience. At first they do this mostly among their patients, 
but by so doin^ they create a habit which becomes more and more fixed, 
and after a little time, they get to telling their large stories in profes- 
sional, as well as non-professional circles. Very marvellous are some of 
their narrations, and very large are their numbers, and very great, of 
course, is their success. Name any disease, and they have had many 
cases of it. In more instances than one, have we known a physician to 
speak of a number of cases in his experience, which could not possibly 
have occurred, in the same length of time, in the combined experience of 
some scores of physicians. We have known, too, particular cases to be re- 
lated, and operations referred to, which were wholly imaginary. And this 
is not done merely by obscure village doctors, but some men of note are 
guilty in this respect, and some who write for Medical Journals. We 
know vehereof we affirm. False statements and statistics, common as 
they are with Homoeopathists, Eclectics, &c., are by no means confined 
to them. 

It is time that this evil should be dealt with plainly. It is time that 
some caution should be exercised in this matter. All statements and 
statistics should not be considered equally reliable. Some regard should 
be had to the character of their authors. This is especially true of medi- 
cine. There is so much careless observation among physicians, and there 
is so great temptation to overstate, nay to falsify, that there is especial 
need of caution in the conclusions which we draw from even the recorded 
experience of the profession. Men, who (to use an expression of Dr. 
Ramsay's) " aspire in the medical profession," like to figure largely on 
the pages of Journals ; and some of them in their anxiety to make out a 
good case for themselves, "are, to say the least, exceedingly loose in their 
statements. What makes the evil worse, is, that ordinarily the falseness 
of such statements cannot be detected. And when it can be, it is a disa- 
greeable and thankless office to make the exposure, and therefore seldom 
IS it undertaken. If the exposure be made, the cry of persecution is 
raised by the oflfender and his friends, and he gets a notoriety, which, 
though at least rather doubtful in its character, with the majority of the 
community does him no harm, and may do him some good. His story 
is believed by his friends, and few will go into any real investigation of 
the facts, so that no final decision is had before the public. This being 
the case, there is not much to be hoped in our labor to correct the evil, 
from exposure of individual instances. We will not attempt now to 
show by what means it can be corrected, for it would require more space 
than the limits of this article, to do it properly. The reflections into 
which we have been led by the case upon which we have commented, 
we hope will be well pondered by the readers of this Journal, and that 
they win do all in their power to remove an evil, which seriously retards 
the progress of practical medicine, and impairs the honor of our profes- 
sion. ' W. H. 
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The Pharmacqpma of the United States of America, By autbority of 
the National Medical Conyentioii, held at Washington, A. D., 1850. 
Philadelphia : Lippmcott, Grambo <fe Co. 

^ The new Pharmacopoeia has now been some months before the pub- 
he, and yej; perhaps in New- York, not one physician in three is aware of 
its existence. We to be sure, have taken no part in its formation. Two 
druggists from the College of Pharmacy, represented New- York in the 
conrention called for the revision of the Pharmacopoeia, while the diffe- 
rent medical mstitutions of Philadelphia, besides the delegation of their 
College of Pharmacy, were represented by no less than eight physicians. 
In the Committee of Revision and Publication, to whom mainly the 
work was intrusted, Philadelphia had four members, including Dr. George 
B. Wood, the President of the Convention, New- York had one, a drug- 
gist, nor had any city, Philadelphia excepted, or State in the Union, a 
greater number. We do not complain of this, it arises from our own 
neglect. We have many short-comings to amend before New- York can 
attain the influence and position in our profession which its relative im- 
portance would seem naturally to indicate. 

The new Pharmacopoeia is essentially the same as that of 1840, with 
such additions as the progress of science has rendered necessary. Among 
the more important articles and preparations introduced, are Aconite 
Rroot, Chlorate of Potash, Aconitine (Aconitia), Chloroform, Collodion 
(Collodium), " watery extract of Opium, (Extractum Opii) Glycerine," 
Iodide of Arsenic, and cod liver oil (oleum morrhuae.) That, for many 
purposes, best of the martial preparations, the Iron by Hydrogen, as it 
has been awkwardly termed by some, the " Ur reduit" of the French, is 
introduced by the very appropriate name of powder of Iron (Pulvis 
Ferri.) The Per Nitrate, or as it is sometimes called the Persesquinitrate of 
Iron, is rendered officinal as the solution of the Nitrate of Iron (Liquor 
Ferri Nitratis.) A formula closely corresponding with that of Soubei- 
ran is given for the preparation of Donovan's solution (Liquor Arsenici 
et Hydrargyri lodidi.) The Iodide of lead,Jthe Citrate of Iron and the 
Bromide of Potassium, are all introduced among the preparations. An 
excellent formula is given for the extemporaneous preparation of pills of 
the Iodide of Iron, by the decomposition in the pill mass of the Iodide 
of Potassium by the Sulphate of Iron, the newly formed Iodide bemg 
protected by the sugar and gum of the pill m^s. The new formula for 
tincture of Aconite root, furnishes a preparation not quite so strong as 
the saturated tincture ordinarily kept in the shops, and to which practi- 
tioners have become habituated. The alcoholic extract is still directed 
to be made from the leaves, which furnish a worthless preparation, in- 
stead of from the root. 

In the nomenclature, a few changes have been made. Buchu leaves 
in the old Pharmacopoeia, termed Diosma, now are simply called Buchu, 
lodinum and Brominum, after the London Pharmacopoeia, are altered 
to lodineum and Bromineum. 

The botanical reference to the plants from which the articles of our 
vegetable Materia Medica are derived, are corrected and brought up to 
the existing state of our knowledge, Assafoetida is now referred to nar- 



1851.] Mitarial. 67 

thex assafoetida, Yellow bark to Cinchona Calisaya, Pale bark to C. Mi- 
crantha and C. Condaminea, Colocynth to the genus Citrullus, &c. 

The division in the old Pharmacopoeia of the articles of the Materia 
Medica into a piimary and secondary list is still retained. Certainly if 
this division had been formed in New- York, Stillingia (Queen's root) 
would not have figured in the primary list, while Apocynum Cannabinum 
and Extractum Cannabis are confined to the secondary, and as certainly 
among such important medicines as Catnep, and the three varieties of Flea- 
blane, and Persimmon, room might have been found for medicinal Nap- 
tha (Pyrolixic Spirit) and Matice, and Valerianate of Zinc. 
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IMPROVEMENT OP MEDICAL EDUCATION. 

The attention of the Medical Profession of tins State will probably soon be 
called to the consideration of a plan for improving Medical Education. The plan 
is, to 'petition the Legislature for the passage of a General Law, authorizing every 
Hospital in the State containing one hundred beds for patients, to establish a Medi- 
cal School, with the privilege of conferring degrees. 

The effect of such a law would be to produce a radical change in the sys- 
tem of Medical Education. It would make Hospital Instruction the basis of 
that education, instead of an accidental privilege which the student may enjoy 
or not, if the opportunity presents itself. Even in this city, no Medical School 
has required its students to attend to Hospital practice, as essential to receiving 
the degree of Doctor of Medicine ; so that a large proportion of students must 
graduate, without any practical acquaintance with their profession. The sys- 
tem of Cliniques, which has been established by most of our schools, is valu- 
able so far as it goes, but entirely inadequate to the wants of the Medical 
Student He sees there only the milder and more chronic forms of disease, 
often quite beyond the reach of medical treatment ; he sees these cases pro- 
bably but once— he knows nothing of their subsequent history, or of the effects 
of treatment — ^he sees no post mortem examinations, to confirm the diagnosis 
that has been made in his presence. 

Throughout Great Britain, even in the large provincial towns, in France, 
and in Germany, the Hospital is made the basis of Medical Education. The 
large Hospitals in London have all medical schools connected with them. The 
London University, the last established Medical Institution of importance in 
that city, has erected a large Hospital and recognized Hospital Education as 
its basis. We, in this country, are far behind our brethren abroad in this re- 
spect, and it is believed that the time has now come when we should adopt the 
system which has been so successfully adopted elsewhere in the most civilized 
countries, and which cannot, therefore, be looked upon as an untried experi- 
ment, but as a perfectly successful, and most important undertaking. 

It is probable, that the proposed plan will soon be brought before the 
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Academy of Medicine in this city, and we confidently believe tliat the intelli. 
gent and well educated part of the profession — ^those who have enjoyed the 
advantages of Hospital instruction abroad, as well as those who remember the 
difficulties of their early professional life for the want of practical instructlom 
will give their cordial support to the measure. 



NEW-YORK ACADEMY OP MEDICINE. 

The Academy held its monthly meeting on the 1st of October, at the Uni- 
versity, Vice-President Carter in the chair, with a full attendance of Fellows. 
On the recommendation of the Committee on Admissions, Dr. M. A. Southworth 
was unanimously elected a Resident Fellow. After the regular business. Dr. 
J. O. Stone read a paper on suppurative inflammation of the knee-joint, illus- 
trated by three cases ; one, of scrofulous disease of the knee ; another, of in- 
jury of the knee, with carious patella; and the third, a case of fractured pa- 
tella ; the point insisted on by Dr. Stone, was, the importance of early making 
an outlet for the discharge of pus, and of treating a suppurating joint on the 
same piinciple as an abscess in any other part When matter forms in a joinb 
its functions are destroyed, and an outlet must be made for the exit of pus. 
Anchylosis is the most frequent result. In the second case, in which the pa- 
tella was carious, Dr. Stone was in favor of removing it, as it was a source of 
constant irritation, and cited the authority of Messrs. Brodie and Skey, in recent 
editions of their works, in support of his views. He was, however, overruled 
in consultation, and the limb was subsequently amputated. 

An interesting discussion followed. Dr. Mott remarked, that the removal 
of the patella was a new question for him, and deserved grave consideration. 
He inquired whether there were any cases on record of its removal, or any 
reason to suppose that its removal would be followed by anchylosis. When 
there is a deposit of pus in the joint, with a strumous diathesis, it is desirable 
that the joint remain intact Dr. Stone cited accidents to the knee joint by 
cannon balls, &c., which have been followed by anchylosis. He had never 
heard of the patella being removed by operation. Dr. Detmold thought that 
there was such a case on record ; the olecranon is the counterpart of the pa- 
tella, and there can be no doubt of the propriety of removing the olecranon in 
certain cases ; analogy is in favor of the removal of the patella. Dr. Rodgers 
remarked, that in- the case under consideration, the patella was carious; he 
thinks the suggestion of Dr. Stone a good one ; also agrees with Dr. Detmold 
as to the analogy with tiie olecranon. 

Dr. Mott, in case of necrosis, and the absence of a strumous habit, would 
operate ; after traumatic injuries the patella may be removed either in portions, 
or altogether; cited a case of the patella being broken in fragments by a fall 
from a horse ; a probe could be passed into the joint, the wound was dressed 
with adhesive plaster, and was not disturbed for six weeks ; the case did well. 
Also, spoke of the removal of loose cartilages from the knee, which generally 
is performed without any ill effects, but occasionally, the consequences are 
grave. Dr. Detmold considers that a bullet lodged in the patella, might justify 
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its removal; if the bone was carious, does not know that he would operate, 
certainly not in a scrofulous habit Dr. J. R. Wood alluded to a case in the 
practice of Dr. Buck, in which nature had removed the patella; a lady with 
scalded knee, the tissues having sloughed, in course of two months, the patella 
was removed by the slough ; its place being supplied by ligament. 

In the case mentioned by Dr. Stone, he had amputated the limb, and mi- 
nutely examiaed the joint ; the synovial membrane with the cartilage, were 
eroded. In the third case, an abscess formed on the joint after fracture of the 
patella; an incision was made into the joint, and the patient recovered. Dr. 
Batchelder was of the opinion, that after removal of the patella, the quadri- 
ceps femoris would not be without support — ^fibrin being infiltrated into its sub- 
stance. Pus is never secreted by a healthy synovial membrane ; approves of the 
practice of openmg into the joint to give exit to matter. Large wounds of joints 
are for this reason less dangerous than small ones, as the pus is readily dis- 
charged; considers that the cartilages are soon eroded^ after the occurrence of 
suppuration. Recited the case of a marine on board the Constitution frigate, 
who had received a grape shot through the knee ; owing to the confusion after 
the action, he was without treatment for several days; he at length recovered, 
with an anchylosed joint. Dr. R. S. Kissam had found it necessary to make an 
incision into the knee joint, in the case of a member of the opera troupe, where 
suppuration had occurred as a sequel of synovitis ; the opening was made with 
a bistouri, and from one to two ounces of pus were evacuated; after a few days 
repose, she was sent into the country, where she recovered the use of the joint 
Dr. Wooster, had treated a case of wound of the ligament of the patella by a 
drawing knife, in which, after a long continued application of apparatus, the 
functions of the jomt were restored. 

New business, — On motion of Dr. Batchelder, a committee of five were 
appointed to revise the Constitution and By-Laws, so as to make them more in 
conformity with the Charter recently obtained from the Legislature. The 
Chair appointed Dr. Batchelder, T. Cock, Beadle, Warren, and S. C. Foster. 
On motion of Dr. Beadle, the Anniversary Oration for the present year is to be 
dispensed with, in consequence of the absence in Europe of Dr. Campbell 
Stewart, the orator. Dr. Mott announced that he would read a paper at the 
next meeting. 

The Anniversary Dinner of the New- York Society for the ftelief of Widows 
and Orphans of Medical Men will take place on Wednesday^ November 19th, at 
the City Assembly Rooms, 448 Broadway, at 7^ P. M., Tickets, $3.26. Steto^ 
ards. — John T. Metcalfe, Wm. Rockwell, John G. Adams, Benjamin Ogden, 
J. W. G. Clements, Oliver White, T. M. Halsted. 



Medical Gleanings from the American Arctic Expedition, By Benjamin Vree- 
land, M. D., Assistant Surgeon U. S. Navy. 

We sailed from New-York on the 23d of May, 1860, with a crew that had 
been promiscuously obtained, and whose physical strength was not well adapted 
to withstand tiie hardships to be expected on the cruise. Several of the men 
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were even suffering from chronic affections, and but few of them possessed 
that robustness which the service demanded. The majority of the officers and 
crews, however, were much nearer 20 than 30 years of age, and had all the eiv- 
durance and enthusiasm natural to young men. The total number of souls on 
board both vessels was thirty-five,* of which eight were officers. The vessels 
were very small, of 160 and 90 tons burthen respectively, and were actually so 
loaded down with provisions, that at sea, our decks were constantly washed by 
water ankle deep, which often poured down the hatches of the cabin and fore- 
castle. The quarters of the officers and men were necessarily confined, and as 
no fire was placed below until late in the fall, their dampness and bad ventila- 
tion caused great inconvenience and discomfort During the voyage out to 
Baffin's Bay, almost alt suffered from bronchial and rheumatic affections ; in one 
case, a relapse of intermittent fever was undoubtedly brought on by these un- 
favorable circumstances, and the rawness of the climate produced crops of chil- 
blains, covering the hands and feet, that were exceedingly painful and annoving. 
We arrived at our first rendezvous, the Whale Islands, in 69^ north latitude, on 
the 27th of June, and after a delay of two days, sailed, and made the packed 
ice on the ^th of July. From this date to August 16tli, when we reached the 
north water in Baffin's Bay, in latitude 76^ north, we were constantly exposed 
to the numerous sources of disease necessarily attendant upon the tedious and 
dangerous labor of navigating the vessels through the ice. The ships' compa^ 
nies were worked in watches without intermission, and it not unfirequently hap- 
pened that all higids were employed for twenty-four hours in succession, in 
heaving, warping, breaking and sawing through ice from one to eight feet in 
thickness ; the weather during the time being generally foggy and unpleasant, 
and the thermometer ranging from 26^ to 42^ Faht. While thus engaged, the 
feet were continually wet, and the clothing damp, from being obliged to wade 
through pools of melting snow ; it was a common accident &r individuals to 
fall overboard, and be entirely immersed in water, the temperature of which 
never ranged higher than 32**, and frequently was as low as 28*^ ; when an acci- 
dent of this kind occurred, assistance was immediately required to get the per- 
son out, for in a short time he became so benumbed as to be unable to help 
himself. Fortunately, we had not much sickness while exposed to this cold, 
wet, and fatiguing labor. The change and drying of wet clothes was required 
of the men as fast as practicable ; but the means were so scant, and opportu^ 
nities so few, that many were obliged to wear their clothing imperfectly dried; 
in consequence, colds and rheumatic pains were frequent, and to that cause the 
early appearance (on the 25th July) of a case of scurvy was particularly at- 
tributed ; the young man who was attacked being discovered to be very negli- 
ffent and careless in that respect On the 13th September, the temperature 
falling to 8**, the. vessels were frozen in at the entrance to Wellington Channel, 
in 74® north latitude, and 93® west longitude, and our position was so uncer- 
tain and so perilous, owing to the rapid drift and crushing of the ice, that pre- 
parations for thelwinter could not be made, and stoves were not erected until 
the 19th of October. In the mean time, the thermometer had fallen to 11, 
and the discomfort experienced at that period, surpassed any that was felt 
during the remaining portion of the winter. It was impossible to keep warm 
without constant exercise ; the vapors arising from our bodies condensed on 
the timbers, bulkheads, and in our sleeping places, first as water, rendering 
them very wet and unwholesome, and as the temperature decreased, in the 
form of ice and snow. The only fire since leaving New- York, had been kept 
in the galley on deck, where the necessary cooking operations were performed. 
No clothing or bedding could be carried on deck for the purpose of ventilation, 
for, on being returned below, the surrounding vapors would immediately con- 
dense upon them, and render them much more wet than before. Metallic bodies 

* Two were sent borne from our first rendezyouB, leaying 33 all told. 
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'brought below from the external atmosphere, wonld be instantly covered with 
a dieeting of ice. Scurvy began to appear in earnest on the 28th of Septem- 
ber, and continued among us until our disruption from the ice in the beginning 
of June, 1851. Disease was to be expected under such circumstances, and that 
we suffered so little serious sickness as we did, may perhaps be attributed to 
the constant exercise we were obliged to take, in order to maintain a necessary 
amount of animal heat It was not until the Ist of November, that the Advance 
was ready to receive the officers and crew of the Rescue for the winter. Every 
thing was done that could render the vessel as comfortable as she possibly 
could be. The stores were taken from the hold and placed on the decks of the 
Rescue, and the whole interior was open and unconfined by partition or bulk- 
head. The galley was placed on the kelson amidships ; forward of which, 
were the men's quarters, in which was a stove, and aft, the officers', where ano- 
ther stove was situated. These three fires were quite sufficient to give us a 
comfortable heat during the most intense cold of winter ; the thermometer 
placed near the centre of the vessel averaging about 60^. This temperature 
prevented all condensation in the open parts of the vessel, but in the lockers 
and on the metallic fastenings at the sides, water and ice was continually form- 
ing. A constant and effectual ventilation, although absolutely necessary, was 
impracticable, but in order that there might be some escape for the impurities 
generated below, the cabin hatch was always kept open ; notwithstanding which, 
we were obliged to breathe lamp smoke and coal ashes during the whole winter, 
and in such quantity, that we never expectorated without bringing up these 
substances in great abundance. The sun left us on the 7th of November, and 
did not appear a^ain until the 28th January, a period of 82 days. After the sun 
had set, cases of scurvy increased rapidly, but the symptoms never progressed 
so far as to produce any serious apprehensions. Not a man was ever confined 
to his bed, and although some were lame, and unable to use one lower ex- 
tremity, they were always during the time appropriated to exercise, compelled 
to take a certain quantity in company with their messmates. 

The causes which seemed to have a direct influence in producing and pro- 
longing the cases under our observation were, the long absence of solar light, 
. a diet without change or variety, want of a proper exciting exercise, personal 
uncleanliness, dreary monotony, and consequent depression of spirits. The 
symptoms were generally uniform, almost always the first change noticed being 
a peculiar white arch on the gums, at the root of one or more of the incisor 
teeth in either jaw, followed m a few days by sponginess, lividity, ulceration, 
and bleeding. Subsequently, the lower extremities would become painful, 
swollen, indurated, and discolored by ecchymosis. Sometimes the legs would 
have the appearances above described, at the same time that the gums continued 
perfectly healthy. Irritation of the rectum, with frequent small, slimy, and 
bloody stools, accompanied by pain and tenesmus, was also frequent. In 
December, our boatswain's mate, about 50 years of age, the oldest man in the 
vessel, was seized with Pneumonia, which at one time seemed likely to prove 
fatal, but he gradually recovered, and during convalescence suffered severely 
from ulceration and loosening of the gums, brought on by his long confinement 
below. We had but one severe case of frost-bite, in which a pari; of the helix 
of the ear sloughed away. Superficial frost-bites, however, causing vesication 
of the fingers, nose, ears, and cheeks, were continually occurring. If the slight- 
est wind was stirrinfir, the ends of the nose and the lobes of the ears of some of 
us would freeze, and we would remain unconscious of the fact until informed 
by a companion. In the q>ring, several of the officers and men were rendered 
snow blind by the peculiar glare of the snow which exists in overcast weather. 
On bright, sunshiny days, we walked on the dazzling ice and snow with impu- 
nity, but when the sky was at all obscured by clouds, the light reflected from 
the snow was such as to deceive us as to the true distance and size of objects, 
and the unevem^^ess of the surface of the ice was so disguised, that we were 
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unable to tell an elevation from a depression ; consequently, we ^onld step off 
from pieces of ice three or four feet high, without being conscious of any change 
of surface until we found ourselves falling, and again we would trip over m- 
equalities that were insensible to us until it was too late to raise our feet high 
enough to clear them. This indistinctness and uncertainty of vision, brou^t 
on a very acute conjunctivitis, IJiat for 36 or 48 hours was very painful. The 
most grateful application was cold water, and in 4 or 5 days the eyes were ap- 
parently as well as ever. The relations between the officers and men were of 
the most easy and pleasant nature, privations and hardships were shared alike 
by all, and the few comforts we were possessed of equally distributed and en- 
joyed. The discipline practised during the winter, had direct reference to the 
preservation of the vessel, and the health of the crew ; and was so apparent to 
every man, that its importance was always appreciated. But little difficulty was 
experienced in enforcing obedience, ana a murmur or complaint was rarely 
heard. The daily ration for each man, for 4 days in the week, consisted of one 
pound of fresh beef or mutton, and three-quarters of a pound of preserved vege- 
tables, either potatoes, carrots, or beets. On the alternate three days, one 
pound of salt pork or beef was issued, and in addition, all the other articles of 
the Navy ration. A liberal supply of vinegar, pickles, and presented cranberries 
allowed, and an abundance of well fermented bread was made daily. The fresh 
provisions had been previously cooked, and preserved in tin cannisters, hermeti- 
cally sealed, and at first were quite palatable, but in a short time they became 
insipid and tasteless, and towards the close of the winter, such was the df^relish 
and disgust for them, that not one half of the ration was eaten. A little varie- 
ty, in the way of bears' and foxes' flesh, was now and then obtaiued, and enjoyed 
exceedingly. They were considered luxuries, and mostly appropriated to the 
scorbutic, upon whom they seemed to have an excellent effect, merely by the 
change in diet, which they afforded. The men's gums and shins were daily 
examined, and their personal cleanliness strictly inspected, as also the condition 
of their apartment, in regard to its dryness, cleanliness, &c. At the same time 
from 2 to 4 I of lime juice was made into lemonade, and taken by each man in 
the presence of one of the medical officers. The officers generally drank about 
the same quantity at dinner. Daily exercise was one of the most important 
duties to be attended to, and as there was always sufficient light for about four 
hours in the middle of the day, to enable us to walk a mile or two from the 
vessel, and play at various games, such as foot-ball, skating, sliding, &c., every 
man was required -to engage in them. On board, reading was the cliief occu- 
pation, and when this grew wearisome, cards and games of all kinds were re- 
sorted to, to relieve ennui, and once every fortnight, theatrical entertainments 
were given by the crew, under the encouragement and zealous assistance of the 
officers. The latter amusements were well adapted to enliven the sailors, for 
they gave pleasant excitement and employment for days in succession, in pre- 
paring roles» and in manufacturing dresses, scenery, &c. It may be a sufficient 
proof of the interest which these plays created, and the infinite amusement they 
afforded, to say, that on the very coldest night of the winter, we sat on deck 
viewing and applauding representations in which female characters appeared on 
the stage with bare necks and arms, when the thermometer was at 46® below 
zero. ^Towards the end of the long nights a loss of flesh and strenffth was ob- 
served in all of us ; we had become bleached to a pale, waxy color, and our 
hair came out abundantly. The anti-scorbutics, in a measure, lost their effect, 
and possessed but the power of holding the disease in check, for symptoms did 
not begin to disappear and cases to recover permanently until after the rising 
of the sun ; the exhilaration excited by his re-appearance seeming to have a 
direct and beneficial influence. Out of the whole complement, one officer and 
nineteen men had unequivocal symptoms of scurvy. The remaining seven 
officers and seven men enjoyed comparatively good health during the whole 
cruise. The disruption of the ice on the 6th of June, in N. Lat ^^"^ 32 ^ and 
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W. Lon. 59^ 40', liberated the vessels, and with all possible dispatch, we made 
the first convenient settlement on the coast of Greenland. Here we obtained 
fresh fish, seals, and scurvy grass, by which the health of the ships' companies 
was recruited, and their strength partly restored. But we felt conscious, and 
it was evident from our altered appearance, that we did not possess the vigor 
of the preceding vear, and the probabilitv is, that if we had been detained 
another winter in those regions, a number of our party would not have survived 
it. We then proceeded north again, with the intention of continuing the search, 
but being unable to penetrate the ice in the northern part of Baffin's Bay, and 
having waited for an opening until the 18th of Aug., we made sail for home, 
where we arrived on the 7th Oct. Below is the monthly thermometrical table 
of the cruise, and also the temperature of the winter months spent in those 
regions by Sir Edward Parry. The signs plus and mmus represent the mercu- 
ry as above or below zero. The scale is Fahrenheit 

The thermometer was hung on deck, and recorded every two hours, and 
owing to the warm atmosphere that surrounded the vessel, always stood 3 or 4^ 
and sometimes 6^ higher than when suspended on the ice. 
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Domestic— Crosfty Street College.— The Winter Term of Lectures in 
this Institution commenced on the 13th October, on which occasion Pro- 
fessor Parker delivered the introductory address to a large audience in the 
College Hall. After paying a beautiful tribute to the memory of his associate, 
Dr. Beck, and also of Dr. J. Smyth Rogers, late a Trustee of the Colleffe, Prof. 
P. proceeded to speak of the history of the College and of its gradual ad- 
vancement, until it had reached its present high position. He concluded by 
setting before the students the examples of John Hunt, Boyer, Dupuytren and 
Velpeau, as incentives to exertion, even to those in most humble circumstances. 
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Previous to the address, the degree of Doctor of Medicine was conferred, by 
President Stevens, upon si:^ younff gentlemen who had just completed their 
term of study. Oii the 14th, Professor Bartlett delivered his inaugural dis- 
course ; after a most beautiful exordium commemorative of his predecessor, 
he alluded to the long continued and intimate relations between several of his 
present colleagues with himself, and concluded the first division of his address 
by a most beautiful acknowledgment of the presence of the tender sex. He 
then took up the subject matter of the relations of Therapeutics, which were 

most ably treated of in ten propositions. The address will be published. 

University Medical College. — ^This Institution was opened on the 21st October, 
by an address from its distinguished President, Professor Draper, before a very 
large assemblage in the spacious Hall. Among other topics, Prof. D. enlarged 
upon the increased advantages to the pupils of this Institution from the course 
of instruction being, imder the new arrangement, continued during the entire 
year. The new chairs created are as follows : of Medical Jurisprudence, Pro- 
fessor C. A. Lee ; of Hygiene and Toxicology, Professor B. W. McCready ; 
of Pathology and Microscopic Anatomy, Professor T. M. Markoe ; of Diseases 
of the Genito-Urinary Organs, Professor W. H. Van Buren ; of Physical Diag- 
nosis and Diseases of the Chest, Professor J. T, Metcalfe ; Lecturer on Dis- 
eases of the Skin, H. D. Bulkley, M. D. These appointments cannot fail to 
prove of great advantage to the Institution by the accession of great talent, as 
well as high character : we congratulate the Council and governing Faculty 
upon the judicious selection, and we are happy to add our feeble testimony in 
favor of their high qualifications and great moral worth. Professor Post de- 
livered his inaugural on the 22d October, " on the qualifications, physical and 
moral, requisite for success in the study and practice of medicine ;" it was 

eminently practical, and abounded in sound instruction. Neio-York Medical 

College, — ^Professor Barker delivered the Introductory Lecture at this Institu- 
tion on the 20th October ; his theme was, the ** Intellectual qualities requisite for 
success in the practice of the healing art," and it is said to have been an able and 
interesting discourse. We have, however, heard much surprise expressed that 
Profesor B. should, in consideratiorf of recent occurrences in our Academy and 
elsewhere, have ventured an allusion to the high character of the graduates of 
this school. The introduction of a Band of Music on this occasion, in Halls 
professedly devoted to Science, is a new feature, and we believe is peculiar to 

this institution. Bellevue Hospital, — The course of Clinical Instruction at 

this Hospital commenced on the 4th of October, on which occasion Dr. Mc- 
Cready delivered an address upon "Physical Diagnosis;" the lectures will be 
continued on Wednesdays and Saturdays, at Ij P. M. ; Professor Clark will , 
lecture on Wednesday, and Professor Parker on Saturday. We regret to 
learn that Puerperal Fever has re-appeared in the Lying-in Wards. We can 
speak of four cases under treatment by Professor Clark, which, on the 12th and 

16th day, were likely to survive; treatment. Opium in heroie doses. The 

Pharmaceutical Convention recently assembled in this city, remained in session 
for two days. Dr. Guthrie, of Brookhii, presided. A series of stand^u^ for 
imported drugs and chemicals, modi^ing in some respects the present law, 
were unanimously adopted, and forwarded to the Secreta^ of the Treasury. 

The Convention will meet next year in Philadelphia. Foreign, — ^Through 

want of space we are compelled to strike out our Foreign Varia. 

Personal, — ^In order to correct a misapprehension which seems to prevail to 
some extent in relation to this Journal, llie Editor begs leave to state, that the 
Times is not, in any sense, a continuation of the Register, neither is Dr. Gris- 
wold, or any other individual, directly or indirectly, connected With it, with 
the exception of the Editor, who is sole proprietor.— We in this number com- 
mence a series of Letters on Syphilis by M. Ricord: our acknowledgments 
are due to Dr. W. P. Lattimore, the translator, who has kindly consigned them 
to our care. Erratum, — ^Page 3, ninth line, for nine substitute three. 



THE 



NEW-YORK MEDICAL TIMES. 



Voi» L DECEMBER, 1851. No. 3. 



(Ii)rigtttal Comnrntmatinm 



On the Connection hettoeen Alhutntnous Urine and Amauroeie.'^Bj 
Isaac G. Portbr, M. D., of New London, Conn. 

The following cases, in which the two afiPections were co-existent, 
may throw some light on the connection which has recently heen sup- 
posed to exist between them. 

Case I. — ^A lad, eight years of age, healthful and robust, was 
attacked, Feb. 7, 1851, with epidemic Scarlatina, but in so light a form 
that medical advice was not sought. Unusual precautions against the effect 
of cold were taken ; still, in about ten days after the disappearance of 
the eruption, the patient became slightly feverish, restless at night, with 
total loss of appetite. Food, from this time forward, was utterly loath- 
some, and vomiting soon became urgent. Laxatives, and minute doses 
of calomel, were administered with only temporary advantage. 

March 2. Face swollen and pufiy, urine somewhat sparing and high 
colored, dark brown, rather than red. He is still sick at stomach, and 
occasionally vomits bilious matter. Is taking Nitrate Potash and Tinct. 
Digitalis. 

March 6. Incessant vomiting of Ulious matter still contmues; blood 
passes plentifully with the urine, and subsides at the bottom of the ves- 
sel. Anti-emetics had very little effect ; a blister to the epigastric 
region, however, produced temporary alleviation. Pulse slow and lan- 
guid, (about 60) no pain or uneasiness in the lumbar region. Face pale, 
and lips bloodless. 
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March 7. Yotniting continues, and is much aggravated hj the 
slightest motion, and, for many dajs, the patient has retained no nour- 
ishment, although administered in the smallest quantities. For two 
days, he has had returns of temporary biindness, lasting for hours, and 
then gradually disappearing, accompanied hy strabismus, headache, and 
dizziness ; pupils dilated and motionless. Urine small in quantity and 
highly charged with blood ; it also coagulates strongly on the applica- 
tion of heat. In consultation with Dr. Perkins, it was agreed that we 
would administer Sub. Nit. Bisth., 2 grs., with a little sugar, to be placed 
on the tongue every three hours, and injections of mutton broth and 
laudanum every six hours. 

March 8. The Bismuth was vomited, until the nutritive and ano- 
dyne injection took effect. Only two powders were retained. Having 
been blind all night, at 4 A. M., he became insensible, eyes fixed in un- 
consciousness, and there was much subsultus. Action of the heart 
reported as tumultuous during, the night, its sound being audible at some 
distance from the bed. This morning he answers simple questions ; head 
very painful. A blister was ordered to the temples, and nuUitious 
injections to be continued ; also, the Bismuth alternately with one drop 
Tinct. Mur'd Ferri, in decoction Uva Ursi, every four hours, the urine 
still showing a strong trace of blood. Action of heart violent, audible 
while standing by the bed side ; and yet, for fear of disturbing the 
patient, and thus bringing on vomiting, no satisfactory examination wa» 
made. 

March 9. Has not vomited for twenty hours, takes and retains a 
very little beef tea, no thirst, retains the injections well, amaurosis still 
continues, no blood in urine, pulse has a little more force, yet is now felt 
with difficulty, so great is the weakness. 

March 10.' Passes about the usual quantity of water, which is 
brownish, and has a pulverulent sediment, gritty to the feel, light colored, 
and is re- dissolved, or mechanically suspended, on agitation. With 
nitric acid, a copious precipitate occurs, which, on being separated by a 
filter, shows itself in minute, white, pearl- colored crystals — the nitrate of 
Urea. This continued abundant for some days, and finally subsided, as 
the lad gradually, yet perfectly, recovered. As his strength relumed, 
the amaurosis disappeared. 

Case II. — The other case, which is given merely from recollection, 
occurred in the person of a sailor, about twenty-five years of age, en- 
gaged during the winter in the coasting trade, and exposed to much 
cold and hardship. He was of sandy complexion, and at the time of 
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application was leucophlegmatic and anasarcous, yet passing a large 
amount of water, highly charged with albumen. He had been in this 
condition about three months, the anasarca having commenced suddenly 
after a severe cold, which was followed by fever. For some time past, 
he had been, and was then, subject to seasons of blindness ; his eyes 
having a peculiar, vacant expression, pupils dilated under any amount of 
light. These attacks, after continuing for some hours, gradually left 
him. He suffered dreadful headaches, had occasional profuse (watery) 
hemorrhage from the nose, and frequent convulsions, the vision being 
always lost, or seriously impaired, after hemorrhage. He so far recov- 
ered as to leave town, but died two months after, in convulsions. 

Memarks.-^The foregoing cases are of a mixed nature, and consequently 
cannot be claimed as strongly confirmatory of the supposed connection 
named at the head of this article. In the latter case, there was profuse 
epistaxis with the albuminous urine, thus opening the door for the objec- 
tion that pure debility may have caused the amaurosis ; and in the child, 
much blood was passed in the urine, and there was, also, eiKessive 
anaemia, from the protracted nausea and vomiting, which prevented the 
reception of any nourishment. Amaurosis b ascribed, by the best au* 
thorilies, among other causes, to debility, from protracted lactation, 
hemorrhage or inanition from any source ; but inanition or hemorrhage 
do not, as is well known, always produce it. In pure albuminuria, it 
may be difficult to say how far (he debility thus induced, by a continual 
drain on the system, may be the proximate cause of the co-incident 
amaurosis. 

One word, in addition, on another subject. In the patient with 
Scarlatina, marked amendment followed the sedimentous deposit in the 
urine ; and, as there were few rational signs of nephritis, (pulse mor-» 
bidly slow, ^nd neither heat, pain, or tenderness in the region of the 
kidney,) the question naturally arises. Can the excessive and protracted 
nausea be properly regarded as a sympathetic affection, depending solely 
on the nephritis ? Or, should it not rather be ascribed to the large 
amount of Urea circulating in the blood, retained by the suspended 
functions of the two great emunctories, the kidneys and the skin? 
Some suppose, indeed, (see Dunglison's New Remedies, article. Urea,) 
that it is not only harmless to the system, but may be safely and pro- 
perly administered as a valuable diuretic ; others, among whom are Wat- 
son and West (On Children), believe that much of the suffering in the 
secondary affections of Scarlatina, are to be ascribed to its retention* 
The relief attendant on its appearance in the urine, during cmr late epi« 
demic, has done much to confirm me in the same opinion. 
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Case of large Thyroideal Tumor, dieperud by the use of Iodine. — By 
Lbwis a. Saybx, M. D., Prosector of Surgery in College of Phy- 
Bicians and Surgeons. 

Mr. F. E. T., (of Oeorgta,) aged 56, of good constitution and robust 
health, in February, 1850, discovered a small tumor in the right side of 
the neck, just above the clavicle, and close to the larynx. The tumor 
was about the size of a small hickory-nut, firm to the touch, and rather 
hard, immovable, and not piunful when handled. Although rather too 
low down in the neck for the Thyroid body, yet it was suspected that it 
might be a lobe of that organ, and he was directed to use Iodine exter- 
nally and internally, in order to promote its absorption. He accordingly 
took ten drops of Tinct. Iodine three times a day, and applied Iodine 
Ointment externally. 

The treatment, however, had no effect upon the tumor, which con- 
tinued constantly to increase until Sept., 1850, when he came to me 
for its lemoval. It had attuned nearly twice the size of a man's fist, in- 
terfermg considerably with deglutition and respiration, by pressure upon 
the Trachea and Oesophagus, and producing quite a deformity. 

Many Surgeons of emmence in Georgia and in this city had exam- 
ined it, and the opinions in regard to its nature were very diversified. 
The majority of those who saw it thought it an encysted tumor, some 
few an Aneurism of the Sub-Clavian, and others an enlarged lobe of 
the Thyroid body.* 

Several Surgeons had exammed it previous to myself, and all of 
them advised its removal, as it was rapidly increasing, although the 
patient was constantly under the influence of Iodine. Accordingly, he 
came to me about the middle of September, 1850, to have it removed ; 
and after carefully examining it, and finding it confined entirely to one 
side of the neck, and being too low down for the Thyroid body, and but 
slightly elevated and depressed by the act of deglutition, I looked upon 
it as a tumor independent of the Thyroid body, and consented to remove 
it for him the next day. 

Before domg so, however, I was anxious to obtain Dr. Parker's 
opinion upon the case, and suggested to him that there was a bare pos- 
Mbility of his being cured without an operation ; and as the case in- 
volved so many important organs and vessels in the operation, I was 
Anxious to know if he, Dr. P., would consider it feasible or justifiable. 

Dr. P. at once decided against the operation, as an absolute impos- 
ttbtlity, on account of its size and the vessels involved in it, and sng- 
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geBted ihai» although it might not be the Thyroid body itself, yet being 
situated so near it, and being so vasculari he thought it would come 
under the influence of Iodine, if it were pushed to its full effect upon 
the system. 

He was therefore put upon Lugol's Solution, three drops, three times 
a day, and increased one drop at each dose, until ninety drops a day 
were given* £xtemally he was directed to apply a cloth, saturated 
with Iodine, and to cover that constantly with salt and cold water, or 
salt and ice, or some other refrigerant mixture, in order to retard the 
circulation and diminish the vitality of the part. Whilst under the use 
of Iodine, he was directed to abstain from the use of much food con- 
tuning starch. 

This treatment was commenced on the 20th September, 1850, and 
continued perseveringly up to the 1st of February, 1851, a period of 
four months and a half, without any effect whatever upon the tumor, 
except that of arresting its growth ; but up to this period it had not 
diminished in the least. 

From this time, however, it began to diminish in size, and by the 
Ist of April it had entirely disappeared. I have seen Mr. T. since, and 
there is not the slightest trace of any disease ever having existed, except 
that the skin is slightly thickened and corrugated over the part. 

No treatment whatever has been employed since the 1st of ApiiL 
The patient's health continued uninterruptedly good during the treat- 
ment, although he was takmg ninety drops of LugoFs Solution of Iodine 
every day for more than four months, and also applying it constantly 
externally, yet he had no loss of venereal appetite, or loss of power in 
his genital organs. 

I have called this a TkyrMtal Tumor, on account of its position, 
and from the fact that we do find encysted tumors occurring so near the 
Thyroid body as in some instances to be actually imbedded in it. 

Dr. Markoe described three cases of this kind, at the meeting of the 
Pathological Society in October last. One of the tumors he removed 
by the knife, and found it about the size of a large nut, and situated on 
the left lobe of the Thyroid body, and on dissecting it out, he found it 
so imbedded in that organ, as to make quite a depression, or cup*shaped 
cavity in the gland, and yet it was separated entirely from the organ by 
its own proper cyst or envelope. 

The two other cases which Dr. Markoe described, were, as he 
thought, precisely similar in character, and were entirely dispersed by 
the use of Iodine. 
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I see no reason why, if these tumors had been allowed to remain^ 
they should not have attained the magnitude and importance of that 
which occurred in our patient, which I look upon as of a precisely simi- 
lar nature. 

We have the authority of Sir Benjamin Brodie, that there are other 
tumors beside glandular enlargements, which have been dispersed by the 
use of Iodine ; and I merely furnish the present case as an additional 
proof of the correctness of his opinion, and also to convince others of 
the importance of attempting, in similar cases, what may be accomplished 
by conservative surgery i before resorting to that last alternative, which 
is alike unpleasant to the patient and the surgeon — the knife. 



Paralysis of the Muscles of Deglutition, — By Alfred C. Post, M. D., 
Professor of Surgery in the University Medical College. 

On the 28th July, 1851, 1 was called to see Mr. M., a strong, mus- 
cular man, from whom I received the following history of his case. 
The patient was an omnibus driver, 36 years of age, accustomed to the 
free, but not intemperate use of alcoholic drinks. Five days before I 
saw him, the weather being quite warm, he attempted to drink a glass 
of ginger pop, but found himself utterly unable to swallow, the fluid 
being rejected, partly through the mouth and partly through the nose. 
The attack was sudden, without any premonition. He was conscious at 
the same time of a little confusion of mind, of slight thickness of speech, 
and of a sligl^t degree of numbness in the left side of his body. He 
sent for a physician, who directed leeches to be applied to his temples, 
and a blister to his throat, and ordered nutritious enemata of broth. 
When I saw him, there was continued inability to swallow, the effort 
being followed by a prolonged fit of coughing, and the ejection of a 
considerable quantity of extremely viscid mucus. There was no distor- 
tion of the countenance, no loss of power in the limbs, but a very slight 
sense of numbness in the left arm and leg. There was a little thickness 
of speech, more marked at some times than at others. There was no 
positive headache, but an uncomfortable feeling about the head, not 
referred to any particular part. The right pupil was moderately dilated, 
and the left contracted. The patient and his wife stated that this dis*- 
parity in the size of the pupils had always existed. The face was a 
little flushed ; temperature of the surface natural ; pulse about 100, 
rather small, and easily compressible ; urinary secretion and excretion 
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normal ; bowels constipated. J directed the patient to be cupped upon 
the temples, and to have a current of electricity, to be passed froin the 
back of the neck to the larynx. 

29th. Same condition. Repeat eleetricttj. The hatr having^ been 
shaved on the top of the head, I applied Nitric Acid along the course 
of the sagittal suture, extending the application forwards over the Os 
Frontifi, and backwards as far as the protuberance of the Os Occipitis. 

30th. No change m the condition of the patient Ordered an oint- 
ment, composed of three grains of strychnine rubbed up with an ounce 
of cerate ; a portion as large as a pea to be rubbed on each side of the 
neck morning and evening. 

Aug. 2d. The patient remaining in the same condition, and havii^ 
for 10 days been sustained exclusively by nutritious enemata, I intro- 
duced a catheter into the assophagus, and through it I gradually in- 
jected into the stomach about a pint of beef soup, which produced the 
comfortable sensation usually following the ingestion of food. 

About the middle of the night succeeding this day, he lost his con- 
sciousness, and at the same time began to perform the most violent and 
frantic muscular movements, and to bellow so loud that the sound could 
be heard at a considerable distance from the house. I was called to 
him in the night, and saw him about an hour after the commencement 
of the attack. He remained entirely unconscious, struggling with great 
violence to throw his limbs in different directions, and screaming and 
yelling in a most frightful manner, but without uttering any articulate 
sound. His muscular movements were performed with such violence as 
to require three or four men to keep him from bjuring himself. I sent 
for Sulphupe Ether, and, having moist^ied a towel with it, held it over 
his mouth and nostrib. He struggled against it for a number of minutes^ 
and then gradually became passive. After about six ounces of ether 
had evaporated, his breathing became stertorous, and the inhalation of 
the vapor was discontinued. He soon fell into a quiet sleep, a free per- 
spiration broke out upon the surCace, and his respiration was easy and 
natural. At 3 A. M., I lay down in an adjoining room, and slept until 
between 7 and 8 in the morning. I found the patient sitting up on the 
fioor, talking with his wife. His speech was a little more confused than 
it had been ; his conversation, although calm, was slightly irrational. Z 
directed blisters to be applied to the calves of his legs. In the evening, 
I saw him again, and found him more composed, lying in bed. In the 
course of the morning, he had swallowed three tumblers of water, almost 
without any difficulty ; in the afternoon* his deglutition had again be- 
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come difiicult, although by an effort, he could succeed in swallowing a 
little fluid. 

4th. His blisters have not drawn well ; directed fresh ones to be 
applied. He is weaker than last evening, and his manner somewhat 
more composed. 

5th. 10 A. M. Patient has been restless through the night; he is 
quite delirious this morning. He raises himself upon his elbow with 
difficulty, and holds a cord attached to his bed-post, thinking that he is 
driving horses; he also picks at the bed-clothes. His manner is hurried 
and agitated, and his language incoherent. His muscular strength is 
much prostrated. He died at about 1 P. M. 

I regret that permission could not be obtained to make a post-mortem 
examination. The case without the autopsy, is necessarily imperfect^ 
but even with this defect, it is interesting, as an example of complete 
paralysis, evidently of cerebral origin, almost entirely limited to the 
muscles of deglutition. 



Case of Aneurism of the Aorta simulating Phthisis, — By B. W. Mo- 
Crbadt, M. D., Physician to Belle vue Hospital. 

Andrew Quinn, laborer, bom in Ireland, was admitted into Bellevoe 
Hospital on the 27th of September, 1851. The patient was about 45 
years of age, with dark hair and eyes, and much emaciated. His mother 
and a brother had died of Phthisis. Until two years ago, he had always 
enjoyed good health ; at this time, he was troubled with some slight 
pain in the lower part of the chest, shootmg toward the right side, and 
afterwards felt upon the left. Five months ago he was attacked inth a 
dry, hacking cough ; this was soon after attended with sKght expectora- 
tion, and three months ago, the sputa began to be tinged with blood. 
About the same time he commenced to feel warmer towards evening, and 
to be troubled with night sweats. Since then, he has been gradually ema* 
dating. On the 2 2d of September, after a severe fit of coughing, he 
raised about a gill of thick, dark-colored blood, mixed with air bubblea. 
He has since continued daily to spit blood. 

When admitted, the skin was cool and moist ; the pulse 80, small 
and weak ; the respiration twenty-five in a minute, and the tongue clean. 
The voice was feeble but not hoarse, the cough soft, and there was no 
pain in the chest. 

On physical examination, the Physician in attendance found marked 
flatness, with tubular respiration, under the right clavicle ; under the left. 
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the expiraioiy murmur was somewhat prolonged. Posteiiorlj, there 
was some flatness in the superior scapular regions, with, on the right 
side, marked prolongation of expu-atory murmur. 

The patient continued daily to expectorate mixed hlood and mucus 
in considerahle quantity, filling a pint cup twice in twenty-four hours. 
On the third of Octoher, after a serere paroxysm of coughing, he raised 
a pint and a half of pure, bright-colored blood. After this, he remained 
exceedingly feeble. He continued daily to raise blood, gradually sink- 
ing, till on the sixteenth of October, on making the evening visit, the 
house physician found him with the blood flowing m a stream from the 
nose and mouth. He died at seven, P. M. 

Post mortem examination^ twenty hours after death. Body exceed- 
ingly emaciated. On opening the chest no trace of tubercle was found 
in the lungs* An aneurism, of the size of a large orange, flattened in its 
antero-posterior diameter, lay directly behind the heart, occupying the 
posterior part of the Aorta, just below the arch. On removing the lungs, 
together with the heart and descending Aorta, it was found that the 
posterior wall of the aneurism was formed by a coagulum, adhering to 
the bodies of the vertebrae, which were denuded and carious. At the 
upper and left part of the sac, a large opening, admitting two fingers, 
communicated with the upper part of the lower lobe of the left lung, 
near its root. Here the blood, partly forcing its way into the lung sub- 
stance, partly pushing the lung before it, had formed a large cavity, 
about two inches and a half in diameter, almost completely filled with a 
coagulum. Three large bronchi (of the third division) had been partially 
denuded, and their walls very much thinned. In these two apertures, 
that would readily admit a small sized probe, with a number of others 
apparently of capillary size existed. Through these openings, air freely 
bubbled when the lungs were inflated under water. In the neighborhood 
of the affected part, the lung was inflamed. Posteriorly, and to the left, 
where the walls of the aneurismal sac were deficient, the edges of the 
opening were well defined, thick, and rounded. The lining membrane 
of the Aorta, as far as traced, was thickened and covered with patches of 
atheroma. The heart itself was healthy. As the examination was made 
in haste, the friends being in waiting for the body, the other organs were 
not examined. 

The patient was passed over to me when I took charge of the Ward, 
on the 1st of the month, as a case of Phthisis. Up to the third inst. I 
had no opportunity of making any physical examination, and after the 
alarming hemonhage had occurrred on that day, I did not deem it ad* 
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visable to fatigue or disturb him. If it had been made, it is not probable 
that the real disease would have been detected. The hereditary predis- 
position, the history of the case, the great emaciation, the very look of 
the patient, pointed to Phthisis alone. 

If accident had directed the attention of the auscultator to the sproal 
column, perhaps a correct diagnosis might have been formed, though 
even this is far from being certain. 



BELLEYUE HOSPITAL. 

Aneurisms of the large Blood Vessels, — By Charles H. Rawson, M. D.; 
House Surgeon, Bellevue Hospital. 

Case I, Akeurism of Arteria Innominata. 

William Friel, a naUre of Ireland, aet. 60, was admitted into Belle- 
vue Hospital, July 6th, 1851, (Dr. J. R. Wood in attendance.) 

Is naturally of strong and robust constitution, never having suffered 
from any previous disease ; is accustomed to use of alcohol, but not to 
excess. About three months since, began to suffer from severe pains 
about his right shoulder and lower extremities, particularly the knees. 
These pains he called rheumatic, but were not severe enough to confine 
him to the bed, or house ; and by the local application of mustard- 
water to the lower extremities, the pain ceased entirely in that region, 
but seemed to concentrate with redoubled force about the right shoulder 
and clavicle. The patient states that seven weeks prior to his admission, 
he noticed a tumor about the size of a walnut, just above the right 
clavicle, at the junction of its inner and middle third, and at the same 
time, sensation began to diminish in this extremity, but occasionally a 
darting pain would shoot down in the track of the large nerves to the 
extremes of his fingers, causing great suffering. This small swelling in- 
creased very rapidly, so that twelve days after it was first noticed it had 
increased to the aze of a hen's Qgg^ and began to cause slight dyspnoea; 
and five weeks after it attracted his attention, it had enlarged to the 
size of an orange, causing considerable dyspnoea, dysphagia, and hoarse- 
ness of voice, all of which increased up to the time of his admission. 

Present Ajjpearance. Complains of feeling very weak ; has lost flesh 
and strength rapidly of late ; pulse in the right wrist or arm not per- 
ceptible ; in the left it is 80 regular, and weak ; hands and feet con- 
siderably swollen and inclined to be cold, particularly the right arm ; 
appetite good and bowels regular. 

There is a large pulsating tumor extending from the middle of the 
right clavicle, obliquely downwards and inwards, to the third rib, two 



1851 •] Soapital Heporis. 75 

inches from the sternum, then horizontally across to the same, thence oh* 
fiquely upward and outward to the inner and middle third of the left 
clavicle, to a point parallel with the cricoid cartilflge of the larjnx, 
thence across and slightly upward to the outer border of the stemo- 
cleido-mastoid muscle, and down its edge to the clavicle again. The 
tumor measures perpendicularly 8 inches, horizontally 9 ; gives a heaving 
sensation to the hand with every impulse of the heart, but no bruit ; 
neither is it compressible, unless great force be used, and that would 
probably cause rupture. The pulsation is so strong that it shakes the right 
shoulder, and can be seen to pulsate distinctly across the ward. The 
capillaries are very much enlarged upon its surface, but the color 
of the tumor is of a dark vinous hue. The larynx is crowded far to 
the left of the median line, and the left carotid raised from its natural 
position. The patient is unable to occupy the recumbent posture, and 
sleeps bolstered up in bed, with his head slightly inclined forwards, rest- 
ing upon the tumor, which gives it a nodding motive movement with 
every impulse of the heart. 

15th. Dyspnoea and dysphagia greatly increased. The tumor has 
enlarged transversely one inch since mimission. 

19th. Tumor now measures, transversely, 10 J inches ; perpendicu- 
^I'ly 8j ; circumference 19 J. There are two points quite soft and pain- 
ful on pressure at the anterior and superior portion of the tumor, appear- 
ing as if rupture might soon take place. 

20th. Patient is fast losing strength. Applied strips of adhesive 
plaster over the whole tumor, thinking to give support to the part and 
relieve the trachea and aesophagus. 

21st. Is more comfortable, but can swallow nothing but fluids, and 
of these he takes the most nutritious. 

25th. Complained of the plaster, and it was accordingly removed. 
The tumor is very dark colored ; deglutition very difficult ; voice not 
to be heard above a whisper, and pulse just perceptible at the wrist. 

26th. Is unable to swallow anything, and fast losing strength. 
Ordered injections of beef tea. 

27th. No pulse at wrist. Intellect clear, and the patient, through- 
out the whole of the disease, has displayed great firmness of mind; is 
confident he shall outlive the disease. The impulse of the tumor is so 
strong that it shakes the whole bed. 

28th. 11 A. M., patient died. 

Autopsy. On cutting down upon the tumor, it was found to be en- 
tire. Its walls were made up from the arteria innominata, the arch of 
Aorta not being involved. The sternal half of the clavicle was wanting, 
having been absorbed. There was also partial absorption of the 'body 
of the last cervical vertebra, and the top of the sternum was somewhat 
pressed outward, and adherent to the sac forming a portion of its walls. 
The aesophagus and trachea were pushed out of their natural position 
Eo as to pass under the middle of the left clavicle ; also the sabclavian 
artery of this side was raised up so as to be in contact with the carotid. 
The atheromatous deposit was considerable. In the Aorta at its origin, 
plates of chalky concrution, the size of a sixpence, were very numerous. 
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On tracing the vessels on the affected side, the brachial arterj was 
found to be reduced to one-half its natural size, and the radial at the 
wrist to a fibrous cord. The specimen is in the cabinet of Dr. J. R. 
Wood. 



EMIGEANTS' HOSPITAL, WAED'S ISLAND. 

Ptrf oration of the Ileum, with Peritonitis and stercoraceous vomiting 
occurring in a case of Typhus /(wer.— Reported by Dr. O'Donog- 
HUE, House Physician. 

E. C, 24, was admitted into Emigrant HosfHtal Sept. 12th, 1851, (in 
Dr. Cox*s service,) with Typhus Fever of a mild type. Before her ad- 
mission she had suffered from Diarrhea, which persisted for two weeks, 
but from which she had fully recovered. Her symptoms on admis- 
sion were as follows: pulse 100 and strong, skin hot and dry, tongue 
dry, and teeth covered with sordes, bowels moved every day, urine scanty 
and high colored, thirst moderate, sleeps well, and complains only of paiii 
in the head. She was ordered light diet with barley water for dnnk^ 
and Spts. Minder, 3ij, every three hours during the day. 

Sept. 1 3th. Patient comfortable, and continued so (the fever gradu- 
ally abating) until the evening of Sept. 1 8th, when she had a slight chill, 
and her bowels moved twice during the night The evacuations wer^ 
fluid and considerable in quantity, but unattended with pain. 

Sept. 19th, A. M. Patieat is comfortable, slept well during the night, 
pulse 80 and soft, tongue dry, heat of skin is considerably diminished, 
The Spts. Mind : was stopped as the tendency to diarrhea continued, 
and Pulv : Doveri, gr. iv., ordered every three hours during its persistence. 
The patient now requiring stimulants. Port wine was given her and a mu- 
cilaginous drink prepared of Salep. At 10 p.m., patient had another 
slight chill, but was comfortable the rest of the night. 

Sept. 20th. Bowels moved only once during the night. Patient con- 
tinued to improve in every particular until the 24th, (pulse never having 
exceeded 84 since the occurrence of the chill,) when she complained of 
slight pain in the bowels. At this time the pulse was 80 and soft, skin 
cool, tongue dry, no tenderness of the abdomen on pressure, or tympanitis. 
Fomentations were ordered, with an anodyne of morphine at night. 

Sept. 25th. Pulse same in frequency and character as yesterday ; 
has some tenderness over abdomen, but bears moderate pressure without 
complaint, no tympanitis ; Morph : acetat, gr. ^, was given every two 
hours. 8 p. M., pulse 80, soft and compressible, tenderness not materially 
increased ; ordered Em pi : Belladonnse to abdomen. 

Sept. 26th, A. M. Pulse 85, same in character as yesterday, skin cool, 
tongue dry and red at edges, continued morph : and as patient is becoming 
more feeble, she has taken, through the last 24 hours, ^vj of brandy. 2 
p. itf., had stercoraceous vomiting to the amount of 2 qts., pulse 90 and 
weaker than in the morning, bowels not moved for the last 12 hours. 
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contmued morph : and brandy and gave an enema, which failed to move 
the bowels. 8 p. m. Patient is sinking, no vomiting since 2 p. m.; contin- 
ued same treatment, and gave at thb time a large enema which also 
failed to move the bowels. The enema was repeated at 11 p.m., but 
without success, and she gradually sank and died Sept. 27tb., 10 a. m. 

Autopsy 24 hours after death, weather cooL Body but little emacia- 
ted ; abdomen dark colored imd much distended with gas. On opening 
bto its cavity, the Peritonenm was found inflamed, the intestines slightly 
agglutinated and two qts. of serum and pus, with traces of faecal matter 
were found in the cavity. On opening the intestines, three or four ulcer- 
ations were found in the Ileum, an inch above the Caput Coli, one of 
which had perforated the intestine, and was of sufficient size to allow the 
escape of the fluid portion of its contents. The remaining portion of the 
intestines, and other organs were healthy. The points of interest in this 
case are the occurrence of perforation from the ulceration of Peyer's 
plates and the masked character of the Peritonitis accompanying it ; the 
tenderness having been scarcely appreciable at atiy time, and the pulse 
never having exceeded 90, after the supervention of the first symptoms, 
and the stercoraceous vomiting occurring as the final issue approached. 

Dr. Watson mentions a case of this kind, in the progress of fever, in 
which there was much stupor ; this, however, was entirely absent m the 
above instance, nor were the symptoms of the attack by any means sud- 
den or severe in their advent, as is usual in cases of perforation. 



LeUers on SyphUis, No. 2.— By M. P. Ricord, of Paris. Translated by W. P. 
Lattimobe, M. D., for the Med. Times. 

My dear Confrere and Friend : — ^I do not write a didactic essay ; I would 
like so to do, but you know I have not at this time the power. I address to 
you familiar Letters, for which I claim all the privileges of the epistolary form ; 
that is to say, liberty of style and spontaneity of thought Thus, that which 
I did not say in the preceoing letter, I will say without formality in this one ; 
without a too rigid adherence to a plan, to a method, and to the other artifices 
of composition which are elsewhere so useful. 

In order that my first letter should be complete in a hasty exposition of the 
attempts made in the way of experiment, I ought not to have omitted the men- 
tion of the efforts to inoculate syphilis from man to the animals. Either to 
get rid of the inconveniences wmch might result from the inoculation of man 
himself, or to resolve the curious problem of the transmission of Syphilis to 
animals. Hunter and Tumbull had already attempted, but in vain, this inocu- 
lation from man to the animals. I had repeated all of these experiments, and 
had arrived at the same negative results. However, more recently, a young 
and laborious confrere, M. Auzias Turenne, has taken up these experiments; 
he has varied them; he has employed other methods than those which were 
known, and he thought that he had arrived at the experimental demonstration 
of the transmissibihty of Syphilis from man to certain of the animals. I 
then recommenced these experiments, and convinced myself anew, that Syphilis 
was not strictly communicable to animals, and that the facts invoked by M. 
Anzias, were illusive. M. CuUerier, at the '^ HOpital de L'Oursine," has studied 
this subject with much care, and has arrived at the same results with myself. 
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My eolleague, M. Vidal (de Cassis), has, in Ms turn, exporimenled, and hia con* 
elusions, I believe, do not ditfer from mine. 

Direct observation, then, experiment on the patient himself, were my only 
resources; to them alone did I resolve to address myself. 

J^rst of all, it was necessary to seek a certain source whence I could de- 
rive the cause, to the research of which I wished to direct all of my investiga- 
tions. There must be no more trusting the statements of the patients ; it 
was likewise necessary to avoid the objections jnstly brought against the ex* 
periments of Hunter and of Harrison ; to the facts reported.by Bell, and to 
the experiments of Hernandez ; and to do this, I first sought to well determine 
the state of the tissues from which I was about to borrow the reputed specific 
cause. 

In fact, it could no longer suffice me, that, (as Petronius formerly said), a 
woman was reputed to be tainted ; it was no longer sufficient to take, at ran- 
dom, a morbid secretion coming from the genital organs of a woman, and to 
make of it, according to the picturesque expression of Alexander Benedictos, 
a venereal tincture which should spread an uniform color over all the accidents 
resulting from it No ; the scientific tendencies of the spirits of my time, and 
the demands of my own reason, determined me to employ a method more deci- 
sive, and processes more rigorous. 

I do not wish to lay too much blame upon the facility with which many 
have drawn their conclusions of the cause from the eflfect. But who can be 
otherwise than surprised that, in a question like this of venereal diseases, 
where ignorance or frauds in the words of Hunter, are such frequent causes of 
error, that, in a disease, which after all,' and almost invariably, is a flagrant proof 
tff immorality, even the most judicious observers, should as frequently place 
confidence in the dicta of patients, and invoke unceasingly the moral considera- 
tion of testimony. 

Testimony ! In such a matter, is there anything more deceptive ; and par- 
ticularly in respect to women 1 Let me cite to you two small examples, where 
you will see one of the most rigorous observers fall into the snare of a 
woman's testimony. 

Babington wishes to destroy the law laid down by Hunter, that, when there 
is neither pus nor a puriform secretion, the disease cannot be communicated ; 
so that infection is not possible before the appearance of a Gonorrhea, or af- 
ter the cicatrization of a chancre. " This conclusion," says Babington, ** is not 
without its dangers, as may be seen from the following facts which are far 
from being rare. 

" A married woman was seized with the ordinary symptoms of gonorrhea, 
which surprised her very much, as her husband was entirely exempt from dis- 
ease. However, the husband being questioned, confessed that he had had 
connection with a suspected woman, about eight days before Iiis wife discov- 
ered herself to be diseased ; but he positively affirmed that he had had no dis- 
charge, nor any morbid sensation, and certainly he then showed no symptoms 
of the disease. At the end of four days, that is to say, about two weeks after 
the impure connection, and one week after he must have communicated the 
disease to his wife, a gonorrheal discharge manifested itself in him. 

A traveller exposed himself to the chances of a Syphilitic infection, and 
three days afterwards reached home. About four days subsequent to his ar^ 
rival, his wife was attacked with gonorrhea ; it was only ten days later that he 
was seized, for the first time, with a discharge and the other symptoms of 
gonorrhea." (John Hunter, complete works ; notes by Babington.) 

If, in the presence of such facts, Babington had sought, not to obtain more 
complete avowals, (there are avowals which women never make, even, as I 
have had only too many occasions to see, under threatening of the gravest 
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dangers), but to assure himeelf, by a serious examination, of the true state of 
things, he would assuredly have seen, in these cases, that the infecting cause 
was not in the genital organs of these candid husbands. 

It was then-Bo4onger possible to think of founding any pathological truth 
whatever, in regard to Syphilis, upon the truth of the testimony of patients ; 
I had no more confidence in doctrines and facts, based upon recitals of tills 
nature. 

It was necessary to dispel the mysteries of the closet, in order to expose to 
the broad light of day the cause which I sought 

This cause, where ought I first to seek it 1 At the very source ; that is to say, 
in the genital organs of the woman ; as well in their deepest folds, as in their 
external parts. 

Fortune favored me. Tlie " Hftpital du Midi," at that time, received in its 
wards the unfortunates sent from the Dispensary. 

Here, my dear friend, permit me to remind you, that previous to my enter- 
ing the '* H6pital du Midi,*' the manner of examining a woman consisted in 
seatiAg her on the edge of a chair, in separating the external organs of gene- 
ration, and if no lesion of tissue was found there, every morbid secretion com- 
ing from above the vulva, was referred to a gonorrheal discharge ; at the vul- 
var ring, my predecessors appeared to have placed for chancre, the pillars of 
Hercules. 

I could not content myself, nor ought I so to have done, with this incom- 
plete and superficial examination. We were not far removed from the epoch 
when M. R^camier had so fortunately exhumed the speculum from the surgi- 
cal repertory. The fine applications which this celebrated practitioner made 
of the speculum, to the diagnosis of diseases of the uterus, are well known. 
But this precious instrument had not yet served for the diagnosis of syphilitic 
diseases ; its employment, even in these cases, appeared, and was reputed to 
be, a contra-indication. I paid no attention to this widely circulated opinion ; 
on the contrary, I used extensively the employment of the instrument upon all 
the women in the wards. 

I do not know if posterity will partake of the opinion of one of my learned 
critics, who reduces to a very small sum all that it has been my fortune to ac- 
complish in Syphilopathy. However, my dear friend, when 1 recall the pro- 
found obscurities which enveloped the diagnosis of Syphilitic diseases, before 
the application of the speculum ; when I compare the embarrassments of prac- 
titioners of that epoch in fixing their opinion, with the truly marvellous fa* 
eility with which practitioners of our day can make a sure diagnosis ; when I 
remember all the service which the speculum has already rendered to this de- 
partment of practice, I believe that if my participation in the progress was 
limited to this, even then, the above opinion would be too rigid. 

The employment of the speculum permits me to examine with the greatest 
care, all the surfaces venereaily affected, and to verify with precision, the state 
of the tissues which furnish the secretions. 

These conditions being established, I thou^t to study all the modifications 
reputed as venereal, and compare them with other morbid secretions. 

I commenced with gonorrhea. 

You understand, my dear friend, that I ought to suppose my readers per- 
fectly acquainted with the state of the question, concerning gonorrhea, at the 
time when I undertook my observations. Once more, I do not here write 
Tolumes of a complete history, but a simple and rapid exposition of facts pe- 
euliar to myself. 

I sought to resolve by experiment this problem, already diyersely resolved 
by the observations which you know. 

Does gonorrhea recognize a specific cause ? Hunter had learned that the 



80 Eioobd's l£tter$ an SgphXUs. [Dec. 

pus of chancre, when inoculated, prodncet chancre. I said, if gononliea re- 
cognizes a specific cause, the mnco-pus which it secretes, will undoubtedly, 
when inoculated, produce phenomena similar to those produced by the inocu- 
lation of chancerons pus. 

But in order to get accurate results ; in order to isolate it firom every com- 
plication, and to remove every cause of error, I ought, first of all, to inoculate 
the muco-pus coming from perfectly simple gonorrhea ; to take this muco-pus 
from surfaces perfecSy free from every ulceration ; and you see how precious 
to me was the employment of the speculum ; without it, these experiments 
were not possible. 

Now, these first experiments, made in great numbers, and a long time con- 
tmued, conducted me to this first fundamental result, which I arrange in tiie 
shape of a propoiitum : 

£VERY TIME THAT THE MXTCO-FUS HAS BEEN TAKEK FROM A HOH-ULCESATEB 
MUCOUS MEMBRANE, THE RESULTS OF INOCULATIOH HAVE BEEN NEGATIVE. 

Every experimenter who has followed me in this path, has arrived at the 
same conclusion, and that, too, whatever may have been the period of the 
gonorrhea when the experiment was made. 

Consequently, it was with mat surprise that I read in your journal the 
following passage, where M. A^dal, in his Letters on SyphUiiic inoculationsj re- 
proaches inoculation with having usually remained powerless, so far as 
gonorrhea is concerned : ** In fact,'^says my learned colleague, *' a distinguished 
pupil, M. Bigot, has attempted, under the eyes of M. Puche, Physician to the 
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sixty-eight inoculations have been without any kind of result!*' I am aston- 
ished at the surprise of M. Vidal ; these sixty-eight negative inoculations are 
entirely conformable to the facts which I had previously advanced; they con- 
firm and corroborate my opbiion on the rarity of SyphUiiic gonorrhea; and 
when my contradictor asks you : ** Do you believe, that among these sixty- 
eight gonorrheas, there were none with Virus, none that bore the germ of 
Syphilis f ' reply to him boldly, No ; and precisely because the inoculation was 
negative. 

A dialectician as skillful, a logician as rigid as M. Vidal, cannot avoid 
acknowledging that the results of experiment, on whatever subject exercised, 
are either positive or negative, and that scientifically, the negative results have 
no less value than the positive. The inoculation of the vaccme virus gives 
rise to no phenomenon in those subjects who have already had the small pox ; 
is this negative result without importance and without consequence ? 

But, in kind, we will soon see how much of value and of force these nega- 
tive results of inoculation have taken, when compared with the positive results 
of inoculation. I will mention, in passing, a first objection which will later 
find a complete refutation. Writere on Syphilis have thought, with Hunter, 
that gonorrhea was a form of Syphilis peculiar to the mucous membrane. I 
will limit myself, at present, to the remark that the experiments previously 
indicated, destroy this opinion from top to bottom ; we sludl hereafter see, that 
the pus of chancre, when applied to a mucous membrane, produces a chancre 
perfectly well. 

From the experiments which have been indicated, I draw this conclusion: — 
The gonorrhea whose inoculated muoo-fus gives rise to no result, does 
not recognize the syphilitic virus for a cause. 

This conclusion, you are aware, has raised many and grave objections. 
But I fear you cannot, to-day, give me enough space to commence the exposi- 
tion and the refutation. Tms will form, if you please, the subject of the third 
letter. Yours, Rigord, 
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QuipMon Quaekery, No. 2.-*By an Ex-Editor. 

Befbre I proceed to conrider the subject of Intrtuprofessiondl QuocJb^, 
which I hold to be no less detrimental to the interests of the Medical profes- 
sion, than that which exists outside of it, it seems proper to premise a definition 
of the term. 

In its general acceptation, Quackery means, the pretending to the cnre of 
aR, or cer^in diseases, by means of a certain remedy, or certain methods of cure, 
which are held secret by the empiric for his own benefit and advantage. The 
ol^eetions to this crying evil, are: 1«/, The falsity of the pretensions set forth, 
and the consequent injury done to the public purse and health by such falsity ; 
and 2rf, The lack of philanthropy manifest in withholding from the public a 
remedy, did any such exist, calculated to be of universal benefit On thesa 
points we have sufficiently descanted. 

But *^ Quackery" has, when applied to the regular members of the healing 
art, a vastly wider meaning. By the term is then meant, any act on the fart ^ 
a regular physician^hy which hisovm dignity, or the iTtterestg of Ms profession are 
Jeopardized, by which loss of moral and professional character is incurred, or no- 
toriety sought to he acquired in a manner contrary to the established rules ofme- 
ikdl ethics, and calculated, through the act of an individual, to bring contempt 
upon the profession, 

Thia it is, in my judgment, which constitutes •* Intnuprofessional Quackery," 
and I' would to God that every member of our holy and beneficent art, reflected 
on its dangers and resolved, m his own person, to preserve the lustre of tlmt 
sacred art pure and untarnished. 

This svrbject of Intra-professional Quackery is one which needs to be han- 
dled with great caution, since particular allusions can scarcely fail to give offence 
to individuals, which, as I earnestly desire to be on amicable terms with ray 
professional brethren, I should greatly regret ; and were T inclined to be jocular 
OB the snbjeet, I might say, with Macheath : 

If you talk of place or bribe, 

'Tib so pat to all the tribe, 

That each cries ^^ That was levelled at me,^* 

The definition I have given of ^ inside quackery," and to which I must invite 
the especial attention of the reader who may honor me by a perusal of the fol- 
lowing observations, will allow of several sub-divisions, varying in the degree of 
their mischievous influences, and of professional impropriety. Thus, one might 
rejoice in an equipage of a peculiar construction, or in a livery of singular and 
unique pattern; he might choose to drive four horses a^tandem, cultivate a lux- 
uriant growth of hair, beard, or mustache, or dress in a quaint and remarkable 
fashion. He might indulge himself in a superfluity of lamps before the door of 
his dwelling, or in a sign of unusually imposing dimensions. Were such things 
to be, (we say not that they are), trifling as in themselves they would be, in prin- 
ciple, they would be wrong. They would evince an undue desire for a spuri- 
ous notoriety ; they involve a suspicion from which we would have our noble 
profession, like the wife of Caesar, free ; we would have no speck, or spot, upon 
the purity of its ermine. Notoriety is the aim and object of the quack. The 
physician, seeking none otiier than that which arises among the public, from a 
conviction of his skill and integrity, among the profession for his acknowledged 
worth, private and professional, should, in no respect, however trivial, imi- 
tate his unworthy course. The example is bad ; the quack revels in the quack- 
eries of the profession, and the public ceases, in a degree at least, to diacrimi- 
nateb, 
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But there might occur other improprieties, weightier than these, and far 
more dangerous, which might be practiced to the breaking down of the bar- 
riers which separate the reputable medical gentleman from the unscrupulous 
quack, and come thus to be included under the term, objectionable as I confess it 
is, I have employed, subject to the definition I have given of it What if men 
of advertising notoriety, the charlatanry of whose course were matter of uni- 
versal reprobation, should be entertained as equals ; consulted with ; even pub- 
licly lauded for skill and trustworthiness, and that by men of undoubted emi- 
nence, (I care not under what circumstances, or in what good faith soever these 
testimonials shall have been granted), and their ^ enlarged experience and popu- 
laritv as practitioners " acknowledged by medical presses which assume to be 
oraci€3 of the profession, upholders of its dignity and maintainers of its rights. 
Then, indeed, might we blush for the degeneracy of our age, and tremble for the 
permanence and honor of our calling. What if, in some capital city of our Union, 
a journal devoted to the general ridicule of the profession, and of individual mem- 
bers, gratifying personal malevolence by scorn, in columns otherwise employed 
as vehicles for advertising a speciality and the hireling puffery of the press, edited 
by some ex-professional ishmael, seeking a feeble consolation for the loss of 
caste in a querulous revenge, should exist: and that members of the profession 
80 vilified, should buy this book to gratify their curiosity as to what was said, 
in such a number, about this, that, or the other of their brethren : does not any 
one see that such conduct tends to the advancement of quackery^ to the disgrace 
of the regular profession, and to the contmnance of a medium through which, 
to the public, that disgrace is proclaimed. Whatever lowers the regukr profes- 
sion in the estimation of the public, exalts quackery and advances its interests. 
And insignificant as such a means even as this would be, it would not be with- 
out its influence. The work flourishes, it would be argued ; it is bought, read, 
and approved by the faculty, and therefore, its sneers, its slanders, its cen- 
sures, its coarse descriptions, its charges, and its reasonings must be true. And 
would this opinion do no damage, humble and limited as the sphere of its influ- 
ence might be, to the cause of medical science ; confer no advantages on the 
<5ause of its rival ? I would have my brethren think on these things. I would 
have every opening guarded, from the crevice to the chasm, through which the 
voice of defamation of our holy and beloved calling could reach the public ear. 
I would have put' down, vrith indignant scorn and silent loathing and contempt, 
every effort, when existing, pitiful or powerful, to supplant her in the public 
confidence ; and let the vulture of baffled malice and disappointed vindictiveness' 
prey on upon the ever regenerating vitals of these apostate promethei. 

The experience of the past [and of what use is it to appeal to U unless as a 
means of safety for the future ?] could probably supply numerous instances in 
which injury has been done to the regular medical profession ; and the reflec- 
tions of every man will suggest many other analogous modes in which a simi- 
larly mischievous result might be arrived at, to which it would be invidious to 
refer. It is not against particular instances that I inveigh. It is for the great 
principle of avoiding, directly and indirectly, all or any of those acts on the part 
of professional men to which I have reierred in my definition of ** Inside- 
'Quackery" that I contend. 

To only one species of mischievous agency shall I further briefly advert 
The public are of opinion, and somewhat justiy, too, that medical men frequent- 
ly disagree, both in principle, diagnosis, and treatment, and cherish many bitter 
and revengeful personal animosities. Do not, let me ask, the frequent supplant- 
ings of a professional brother; the sly inuendo by which dissatisfaction is so 
often implied, or the open language in which it is declared, in the chambers, or 
tiie families of the sick ; the disgraceful quarrels often originating at the bed-side, 
or in the consulting room; theairof\^onscious superiority so often manifested; 
the ill-concealed satisfaction at the errors of a professional brother so often evine* 
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ed, and the malignity with whieh they are even openly revealed, contribute to this 
end ? And does not the public, ** ex-neceasitate " ceaae to confide in a profes- 
jdon whose members seem to differ so widely, doubt x>f its certainty, ana come 
to doubt of each of its members as f A<y doubt of each other? Is it, then, to be 
wondered at, that they repose their confidence in the unscrupulous empiric, or 
systematist, and refuse it to the just claims of legitimate meoicine? 

Will not my brethren pause to reflect whether these things be so ; and if 
so, whether such a state of things should continue ? The rem^y is in their own 
hands, and it is plain and easy. 

Our medical ethics are full, simple, and explicit on these points. We are 
not to seek, by any unworthy means, a spurious notoriety. We are not to con- 
sult with unphilosophical systemists, with advertising quacks, or unworthy 
brethren. We are not, socially or professionally, to meet them as equals ; we 
are to discourage, and as far as we can, destroy their mischievous influences ; 
and when we shall do this, and not until then, our noble profession is saved ! 

I appeal to my readers to reflect on these imperfect hints, in relation to 
these crying evils ; and when convinced of their mischievous tendencies, as on 
reflection we think they cannot fail to be, to act heart and hand in their correc- 
tion. It is a contest for life, for reputation, for the dignity of the profession in 
which every one may and must take a part, in which every one has a vital in- 
terest 

Let us respect the purity of our professional ermine, and the claims of our 
science to our regard and protection. Let us be true to t<, to ourselves, and 
to each other! Let us nobly support t<, by the force of example and purity of 
individual action and motive, by the decided frown of reprobation on every act 
of an individual by which its interests are jeopardized, and it will nobly sustain 
i» / The public will discriminate between quacks and regulars ; the inside 
quack will find his proper level, and all will go well. Purity of life and con- 
duct will obtain its proper amount of public confidence, and quackery, like 
another Celaeno, will flee howling from the banquet, which it may have defiled, 
but has failed to devour. Nay, its very defilements will cease, at length, to 
occur. 

Thanking you, my dear Adams, for the publicity you have so kindly given 
to my humble efforts in the holy cause, 

I am, with best wishes, sincerely yours, 

Ah Ex-Editor. 



Surgeons cf Paris and London, 

My dear Doctor : — As I have been repeatedly asked by medical friends, 
what I saw in the Paris and London Hospitals, the past summer, I send you a 
short description of my visit, which, if you deem worthy a place in your 
new Journal, I hope will not be uninteresting to your readers, and particularly 
to those who have been over the ground. 

Since my first visit to Paris and its Hospitals, few changes were percepti> 
ble, and those of no ereat importance. The same facilities for study and ob- 
servation at the bed-side existcMi, and as much enthusiasm and devotion on the 
part of both teachers and pupils. La CharitS had undergone a complete re- 
novation, not only in its mtemal arrangements, but its exterior, which had 
been modernized and improved. Two or three new and commodious wards 
had been added to Hotel Dieu^ and its grounds ornamented and beautified. 
Jobert de Lamballe, was in full possession of the service, vacated by the 
death of the lamented and talented Blandin; Malgaigne, Chassaignae and 
Ibkonnenve, formerly suoeesaf ul teacheift of M6deeine Op^iatoire^ were oe- 
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sQtnres. The method he adopted for ^aamg the sntiireB tnw by means of 
curved needles armed with thread fastened hi a forceps made with a slide and 
catch. The operation was admirably performed, the patient in every way a 
proper subject for it, and certainly ought to succeed. I am sorry I could not 
watch the progress of the case. I learned that comparativelv few of his eaee& 
terminated favorably ; but if he is only occadonally successfal, it is enough' to 
place him among the benefactors of mankind, or ratiier, I should say, of toonum- 
kind. 

Of tiie many celebrated Surgeons of Paris^ none pleased me more than M> 
Nelaton, of the H6pital des Cliniques. Of a pleasing and amiable counte- 
nance, extremely polite and gentle in his manners, he impresses one favorably 
at a glance. His manner of investigating disease is much after the method of 
Louis — careful and systematic ; and his remarks are practical and to the point 
He possesses fully the confidence and esteem of his professional brethren, and 
his opinion is highly appreciated. His service is not a large one, and conse> 
quently I saw fewer operations at his hospital than at any other ; besides, an 
operation with him is the last resort. He is followed by a crowd of students ; 
and in order to secure a place near a patient, it is necessary to take a stand 
some beds ahead of him. I found under his charge a number of rare and in- 
structive cases ; two of which were made the subjects of frequent clinical re-- 
marks. One was Osteo-Cystoma, or Spina Ventosa, involving two or three 
metacarpal bones of both hands in a young boy 12 years of age; the other 
was a well marked chancre on the tip of the tongue of a young woman, and fol- 
lowed by enlargement of the left sub-maxillary gland, the result of actual con- 
tact. Cfhronic Synoitis, simple and scrofulous, was uniformly treated by him, 
with the actual cautery; when the knee was the seat of it, he scored the whole- 
surface in parallel lines, repeating it from time to time ; a most painful coun- 
ter-irritant, but one to which he was exceedingly partial. 

H6pital du Midi, I found as formerly, crowded with patients laboring under 
local and constitutional Syphilis, of eveir form and variety, and M. Ricord, the 
same in appearance and manner; gay and impulsive, he passes rapidly from bed 
to bed, patting the cheek of this patient, and anon reproving another; now, 
engaged in making grave observations on some new form of disease, then 
craclung a joke with his exteme, or relating an anecdote. Perfectly familiar 
with English, he takes pleasure in answering any questions put to him by 
American and English students. Of every new case of supposed chancre, 
which enters his wards, he superintends the inoculation himself, with a view 
to establish its diagnosis. There were here two patients, 35 to 40 years of 
age, laboring under tubercular sarcocele of the right testis, in whom co-ex- 
isted engorgements of the prostate gland and vesiculse seminalis. I examined, 
per rectum, these cases and found the prostate enlarged about half its natural 
size and going off to the right. I felt distinctly a hard indurated body, an- 
swering to the vesicula seminalis. 

M. Ricord stated tliat this condition of the testicle was always associated 
with these engorgements, to a greater or less degree. I noticed in Syphilitic- 
Cachexia, and in other cases requiring tonics and alteratives, a favorite pre- 
scription of his was cod-liver oil and iodine combined. 

Of Malgaigne at St. Louis, Chassaignac at St. Antoine, and Maisonneuve 
at Cochin, I have nothing to relate, except that I was struck with the great 
care and attention they bestowed on their cases. Regular in attendance, mi- 
nute and systematic in examination, they seemed determined to let no symptom 
escape them. I will mention an operation I saw Maisonneuve perform at hi& 
hospital. A woman about 40 years old, had had the greater part of both supe- 
rior maxillary bones removed — one or both by him — for malignant disease^. 
It had returned, and fastened itself upon what remained of the palatal procesft. 
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aaid the neigfaboriog parti, preMulg upon the epiglottis, impeding respiration, 
and at times preventing swallowing. 

He attempted to give chloroform, but was unsnccessful. He made an inci- 
sion from the forehead between the eyes, over where the nose had been, to the 
mouth, which laid open the face and exposed at once the fauces and the tumor 
attached. For half an hour, he endeavored by means of scissors, knives and 
bone forceps, to cut and pull away this diseased growth, the patient bleeding- 
profasely and groaning in agony. 

The operation was so bloody, painful, and at the same time so unjustifiable, 
that I could not remain to witness its conclasion. A few days after, I heard 
the patient was living, but in a very precarious state. Last year, he removed 
both superior maxillse from an old man of 70, who survived the operation only 
a short time. He has, however, been successful in several of these remarkable 
feats. I saw in his wards a ^oung girl of 16, with half the lower jaw re- 
moved and doing well. M. Maisonneuve is talented and ingenious, and is called 
the boldest operator in Paris. 

I was desirous to witness the practice of the Hoffuepathic Hospital cf PariSj 
of which I had heard so much before leaving home ; and I asked a medical 
gentleman if he would direct me to it. ^ He said he did not know of such an 
institution;" Others were alike ignorant. Thiuking their prejudices might in- 
fluence them in misleading me, 1 applied to a Pharmacian, but with no better 
success. The result of my efforts and inquiries proved that no such hospital 
exists in Paris. 

My visit to London occurred at an unfortunate time, for many of the dis- 
tinguished men, whom I had hoped to see, had gone to the country to pass the 
vacation, which had just commenced. I was, however, through the kindness of 
Dr. Thomas Hodgkin, made acquainted with several eminent surgeons and 
physicians, among whom were Drs. Ferguson, Paget, Cock, Hilton and Hamil- 
ton Rae. By their invitation, I visited the different hospitals and their mu- 
seums. 

It would spin my letter out too long to enter into a particular account of 
the excellent surgery at St. Bartholomew's, Guy's and St Thomas Hospitals ; 
and of the operations I witnessed by many of the above named gentlemen, I 
must content myself by speaking only of a clever one by Mr. Skey, of St 
Bartholomew's. 

The subject of it was a young girl of 8 or 10. A cicatrix from a bum, 
about half an inch wide and two to three inches long, approximated the lower 
jaw to the sternum. The patient was put under the full effect of chloroform ; 
Mr. S. first simply divided the cicatrix, then making an incision from the jaw 
to the sternum, he dissected the skin away from the cellular tissue a little dis- 
tance on each side, and bringing the parts together by six sutures, made a longi- 
tudinal wound of it. He had been successful in a case exactly like it, and 
there was every reason to expect the like result from the one under treatment 

Very respectfully yours. 

New York, Oct. 24. Chas. D. Smith. 



Oleanings in Pharmactf. — By Bbnjamin Cambron. 

Extracta Liquida sine isne. — ^It is advisable, in preparing liquid extracts of 
substanceiSi whose activity depends partially or wholly on the volatile element, 
to avoid the use of heat m the process. This may be done by the use of some 
menstruum which volatises at a point below that of the elementary principle. 
Ethereal spirit, conjoined with water, if necessary, affords a ready means of com- 
pletely exhausling many such substances, and produces, by spontaneous evapor- 
ation, a preparation in a highly concentrated state, and possessing the full ae-^ 



tiviW of the erode material. In the absenoe of thk pieeaatioA,a number of -jUm 
flnia extracts of the shops, are either wholly or partially inert, and even aoai»* 
times possessing properties altogether different from wnat ia expeeted. 

. Solvlio Ferri lodidL — ^It is a desideratum in this preparation, to have it keep 
as long as possible. For this purpose iron wure has been used, but is ineffe«i- 
ual. The object may be attained by the use of iron filings, the advantage of 
which is, that a larger surface is exposed to the free Iodine, which enables it to 
maintain its combination with the iron, without limitations as to time. 

Extractum Cannabis Indica, — Considerable difference exists between the 
different forms of this extract found in the market, some being one half mora 
soluble than others, which renders caution necessary m prepitring the tinetui9» 
the formula for which is predicated on the purified extract The direction of 
the new Dublin Pharmacoepia to purify this extract by a solution in alcohol, is 
not, therefore, an unnecessary precaution, and experience would have taught 
this fact to the Editor of the American Journal of Pharmacy, who, in a late 
number, very jocularly notices what seemed to him the absurdity of the pro- 
cess, comparing it with a certain naval exploit, wherein 

" The King of France, with thirty thonsand men, 
Sailed -up the Scheldt, and then sailed down again." 

It would be well to add, hereafter, that 

** The Kin^ of France set out with thirty thousand men, 
And half bein^ drowned, sailed quicker home again." 

Bulyrum Cacoense. — This substance is an admirable excipient for the for- 
mation of suppositories, and though an apparently trifling, is by no means an un- 
important circumstance in connection with those appliances. Being entirely 
free from irritating properties, it renders the suppositories more likely to be re- 
tained, and becoming fluid at the temperature of the body, melts soon after its 
introduction, and causes the medicament, whatever it may be, to be dispersed 
more freely over the surface of the bowel, and thus facilitates its absorption. 
A cone of it introduced into the rectum is found to afford relief in cases of irri- 
tation there, and is much used in that way, in Hoemorrhoidal affections in coun- 
tries where the article abounds. 

Acidum Tannicum. — ^The efficacy of this article has been much vaunted of 
late, in obviating the bitter taste of some substances, as Sulph. Quinia. If added 
to a Solution of Sulph. Quinia, decomposition ensues, and an insoluble com- 
pound is formed which floats on the surface, and certainly the bitter taste is 
nearly, if not quite removed ; but Quinine, if merely suspmded, not dissolved, in 
water, communicates very little bitter taste, and hence no advantage is gained ; 
and in either case you have merely a mixture, and the taste in both is about the 
same. If the Quinine is thus merely suspended, the tannin does not interact 
with it ; but here the tannin is not necessary, as very little, if any, bitterness is 
present Nevertheless, tannin possesses the property of producing insensibility 
to bitter tastes, and the conditions necessary for its successful employment are 
solubility in the same menstruum as itself, and compatibility. 

Evaporatio. — The attention of those engaged in the preparation of extracts, 
would be well directed to the mode of evaporating by means of a current of 
air. By this means an extract can be obtained possessing infallibly all the pro- 
perties of the first article, and to this is owing the superiority of some Euro- 
pean extracts. The apparatus is described, and the process detailed, m Mohr & 
Ridwood's Practical Pharmacv. 

Unguentum StramoniL — i'he green color of this preparation, in favor <rf 
which a very unreasonable prejudice is entertained by some, is owing to the 
inert chlorophylle, and hence is no criterion of the goodness of the ointment, 
and, except as a matter of appearance, is valueless. In the absence of the fe- 
cent plant, a very good ointment can be prepared from the dried leaves, and of 
uiy required degree of strength. 
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Homeopathy ; an ExaminaHon of its Doctrines and Evidences. By Worthinq- 
Ton Hooker, M. D., author of the History of Medical Delusions. Charles 
Scribner, 145 Nassau street 

The work thus entitled, is decidedly the best exposition that has yet appear- 
ed, of the absurdity of the so-called Homeopathic system, resorted to, of late, 
4» a means of subsistence, by a very few necessitous members of the profession 
(the more shame for them) m this and other countries, and formerly much, and 
even yet, considerabl;^ in vogue among a certain class of the community, who 
•chuckle hugely at the idea of escaping the large doses of nauseous drugs aaminis- 
tered by the regular ^ old school" doctors, and the ruinous influences of the 
hated mercury upon their bones, systems and constitutions, but paying, meaii- 
while, very dear for the whistle. 

We shall hastily review some of its leadin? points, in the hope of recom- 
mending it to the notice of our brethren, who, we trust, will buy, read, mark, 
learn, and inwardly digest it, and pass it round among their connections, (the 
amiable clergy, who so warmly sustain Homeopathy, included ;) that all may 
:see what that Homeopathy really was, as it came from the hands of its very in- 
genious originator, and what i^ i^ as the public now receives it at the hands of 
&e pretended converts to his doctrines, and semi-adherents to his therapeutics. 
Leas than this, the profession cannot do, both as a mark of their gratitude to Dr. 
Hooker for his very able, zealous, and convincing argument on behalf of legit*, 
mate science, and tor their own sakes, and that of humanity in general. The 
work is able, temperate, full, satisfactory, and decisive^ and cannot fail to be of 
•signal service in aiding inthe overthrow of a dangerous heresy, which, modified, 
and even often abandoned, in practice and in principle, by the very men who 
falsely proclaim themselves its disciples, is rapidly following the fete of every 
preceding scheme of practice, based neither upon science nor upon truth. 

It begins with the early history of Hahnemann ; it relates his original experi- 
ment in Homeopathy ; his taking Peruvian bark, and experiencing from it a re- 
sult which no one but aHomeopathist has ever yet arrived at — *^ symptoms simi^ 
lar to those of the peculiar kind of intermittent fever which the same medicine 
is known to cure ;" his experiments with other drugs, and the discovery of a 
universal therapeutic law. In 1810, he put forth his Organon, in which he dis- 
«covered the true art of healing, " unknown until his time !" In the course of 
time, the active persecution to which he was subjected by the apothecaries of 
Leipsic, drove him to Ccethen. Opposition is always the fate of genius. 
At 80, he married, removed to Paris, and practiced Homeopathy there till he 
died, a^ed 89, A. D. 1843. 

A smgle speck occurs, ^proh ! Pudar /" to stain the otherwise spotless es- 
cutcheon of this illustrious benefactor of humanity — ^an amiable weakness, a 
venial error, which it is easy to forgive. Being in the eariy part of his career 
a seller of secret nostrums, he was detected in vending a new salt, of his own 
discovery, for a louts dW per ounce. When analyzed, it proved to be nothing 
but borax ! Hahnemann's new salt was about as valuable as his new doctrines. 
Worthless in itself, it put a good many louis d^ors in his pocket This trans- 
action, and the sale of a few grains of Extr. Belladonn. in water, as an infallible 
preventive of Scarlet Fever, ** brand," unkindly says our author, ** the * Sage ©f 
Ocethen,' not only as a mercenary quack, but as a dishonest one." What, 
doctor ! have you no sympathy for a single early error, when the purity and sin- 
cerity of a long after life is considered 1 

We shall not stop to discuss the originality of Hahnemann's discovery. We 
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allow it fully, and award him his full meed of desert None but himaelf can be 
his parallel. Unkind Hooker allows this, and we rejoice. The mighty intel- 
lect which discovered and proclaimed the stupendous truth, that *^ the itch is 
the cause of seven-eighths of all the cases of chronic disease in the world," de- 
serves a niche in the temple of fame, from which the vilest malignity should not 
seek to exclude it 

Other great truths, as self-evident and as easily recognized by every intelli- 
gent observer, are contained in that treasury of practical knowledge, philosophi- 
cal acumen, and incontrovertible fact, the Organon. ^ There is nothing for the 
physician to cure in disease, but the sufferings of the patient." Away with 
Pathology, perish tubercles, and vive la tovx ! ^ Every internal cause to which 
they could be attributed, are idle dreams and vain imaginings." The symptoms 
for the Coethen sage, and let the lesion take care of itself! 

We shall not follow Dr. H. in his calculations of the vastness of Hahne- 
mann's subdivisions, l^he task has been repeatedly performed, and the results 
are incalculable. Dr. H. makes some statements in reference to this matter, in 
which we sincerely hope, for the sake of the illustrious author of infinitesimal- 
ism, of whose reputation we are very tender, he may be in error. He tells us 
that the homoeopathists ^ make nothing of jumping millions, billions, trillions, 
and so on, in dosing their patients." The potency of such potencies, who can 
imagine ? He teljs us that homeopathists ** witness appreciable results from 
jcharcoal and oyster shell, in doses of the 30th dilution," a grain of which, thus 
attenuated, would not be gone till the end of the world at least, whenever that 
may be, if every living soul in it took a dose or two daily ; and he assures us 
that any one hearing such a statement made, would cry out " ridiculous !" Very 
likely ; but the fact is, that Halmemann's calculations are not to be estimated 
by ordinary and vulgar intellects, and must therefore be received on the faith 
and ipse dixit of the illustrious promulgator of these sublime truths ; a sort of 
homeopathic faith, like the grain of mustard seed in scripture, which grew from 
a single seed into so big a tree that all the fowls of the air roosted on its branch- 
es. We refer to Dr. H.'s work for the theory of shakes and dilutions, (simply 
interpolating the fact, that of some of these dynamized medicines, it is sufficient 
for the patient to smell once, if very sensitive, to a phial which contains a globule^. 
and that the phial, if then recorked, will preserve its medicinal virtues unim- 
paired for years,) and if they are then incredulous and unconvinced, we leave 
them in their unbelief Illustrious Hahnemann ! incomparible system ! ungrate- 
ful profession ! It is to this part of the homeopathic system that the remark 
forcibly applies, that " there is but one step from the sublime to the ridiculous ;** 
and we shall leave its claims to be considered as either the one or the other, 
to the decision of the reader. 

Nothing delights us more, in the contemplation of this sublime discovery of 
Homeopathy, than the speed and certainty of the cure. '* With a proper remedy^ 
(and there is, we suppose, the rub), the disease, however malignant and painful 
it may be, subsides in a few hours, if recent, and in a few days, if chronic ;" re- 
sults which are daily witnessed, no doubt, in the experience of the happy Hom- 
eopaths. We imagine, however, that some of them fail at times to find the 
** proper remedy," because we have known of people dying under homeopathic 
treatment, and of chronic diseases which were not cured ; results clearly not at- 
tributable to any defect in the system, as the uncharitable would have us be- 
lieve, but to an error in judgment on the part of the homeopathist, which, con- 
sidering the multiplicity of remedies and potencies, is not wonderful, and to a 
want of due faith and patience on the part of the patient, in not waiting till the 
proper remedy should be discovered and applied. This must have been the 
case with our old friend, an ex-manager, who told us that he had paid Dr. Q. 
five hundred dollars for treating him for the rheumatism for six months, unsuc- 
cessfully, and that he had to send at last for a regular physician to cure him, 
which, doubtless, had he possessed a little more faith and endurance, would 
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hsYe been totally wmeceflsaiy. <*The small pox,** Dr. Hering tells as, <* is so- 
easily cured by one or a couple of doses of Sulphr. or Rhus., that this disease 
should no longer excite any uneasiness;" afacl of which it is really delightful 
to be cognizant Illustrious Hahnemann! who can sufficiently revere thy 
memory, or ekalt thy name ! ? 

Homeopathic ^ provings " are rather serious matters of business. After 
laying down the strictest rules for the diet and regimen of the subjects during their 
continuance, lasting, in the case of sulphur, for 50 days, involving at least fifty 
restrictions, among them mental excitement during the whole time, perfumery, 
ice with spices, (?) sugar, salt and spirituous liquors, sedentary life, riding and 
driving, sleeping after dinner, nocturnal amusements, uncleanliness, unnatural 
voluptuousness, the reading of obscene books, and the causes of anger, 
grief, and malice, &c., &c , £c. ; after faithfully observmg the above named re- 
strictions, all and singular, we are to note down the svmptoms, modifications, 
and changes of the health and sensations, that are visible during the action of 
the medicine (oyster shell, chalk, or sulphur, for example,) in any dose, allopa- 
thic or infinitesimal, it does not much matter, and which then,9X!Athen only, de- 
pend on the substance alone. This, we repeat, is rather a serious busmess^ 
and we should like to know how many of our city disciples of Hahnemann en- 
dured this purgatory, and how closely and how long, before they acquired that 
profound and conscientious conviction of the sublime truths of his doctrine, 
which now so happily actuates their disinterested efibrts in the cause of ^ suf- 
fering humanity.'* 

Again : ^ Therefore, Q argol,' as Touchstone hatli it,') the Allopathic me- 
thod never can effect a real cure." It positively appals us to think that there 
are men base enough to practice, and patients credulous enough to become 
daily, nay hourly, victims of this pernicious " old school" practice, and to appear 
to confide in its occasional success ! But why should toe mourn as they who 
refuse to be comforted ? Has not infallible homeopathy its skeptics and de- 
tractors ? This very system, which its inventor says, ana who (night to doubt 
his sincerity ? is the ^ only one which is really salutary, and which always an- 
nihilates disease, in an easy, prompt, and perfect manner^" Alas ! for the blind- 
ness and infatuation of mankind. The Homeopathic system derided, in which 
^ the pure and specific efiects of the remedies employed, being perfectly analo- 
gous to the natural symptoms" — (mark this, incredulous reader, the efiect of 
belladonna, for example, being ^ perfectly analogous" to the eruption of scar- 
latina,) go right to the parts affected ! 

We do not sympathize with our friend Hooker in his amazement, that it is 
not until we reach the 204th page of a work of only 300 pages, that any men- 
tion is. made by H. of another of those great results of Homeopathic research 
and observation, and there and thence forward only m the notes, viz. : the doc- 
trine of infinitesimal doses. Although there may be a few thoughtless persons 
who might be disposed to contend, that m importance, it vied with any other 
inculcated in this vast treasury of useful knowledge, we cannot, for our own 
parts, highly as we esteem it, and sufficing as it would for the eternal glory of 
any ordinary mortal, but consider it as inferior in sublimity to those mighty 
conceptions of its gifted author which we have already laid oefore the reaaer. 
How very ill calculated were the finite powers of the mmd of Forbes, who must, 
forsooth, like the frog in the fable, array himself among the advocates of 
Homeopathy, for a recognition of its great truths, who tells us that " the ten 
thousandth part of a grain wavers before the mental view," (!) " while the mil- 
lionth part of a grain puts our powers of comprehension on the rack, and leaves 
us in a chaos of undefined entities, or non-entities, we know not which." A pret- 
ty fellow this, with such a mental view, such a mind's eye, and such powers or 
comprehension, for a homeopath ! And yet, we dread to think that a ^ood 
many similar pretenders to this elastic faith, are, if they dared to confess it, m 
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A Mke quandary. Let thenivfor ihuw, ^ off with the lion's lude* aadluHigiA 
^calf's fikm on tiieir recreant limbs* 

Permit us to add, for the benefit of any of our allopathic readers who may feol 
desirous, from what has now been revealed to them, of giving to this new sys- 
tem the fair and impartial trial which its advocates so warmly claim from us, as 
an act of simple justice, and which they have undoubtedly accorded to it, to re- 
mark, that, ** in order to discover what is peculiar and characteristic in each symp- 
tom," (produced by the chalk, oyster shell, sulphur, &c., as aforesaid, during 
the said proving) *Hhe observer should place himself in various posture^ 
walking up and down the chamber, or in the open air, seated, or lying down, 
and note whether the symptom augments, diminishes, or returns according 
to each change of position. He must also observe at what hour of the 
day, or nighty the symptom particularly manifests itself." From this rather 
fatiguing duty, who, however, would shnnk, when the magnitude of its resulta 
are contemplated ? The illustrious Pope slept with a light in his room at night, 
and ever and anon sprang out of bed to commit a fine line to paper provided to 
his hand, lest it should be lost by the morning to an admiring world. Dr. H.*s 
** fair representation*' of a novice undergoing a" proving," is very just, and very 
funny, but we have not room for it As a mere hint, however, let it be remem- 
bered that the cologne and camphor bottles are to be tightly corked, and the per- 
fume bags cashiered during the process, which entails a separation a thoro, if not 
a mensd. We are sorry to see our author asserting, in the face of all the evi- 
dence deduced from the only sure basis, that of personal experience, that the 
** totality," when fully made out from all the " provers" is (especially in the case 
of those remedies which are most commonly in use,) an endless farrago, not only 
of ridiculous trivialities^ but also of details of suffering, both bodily and mental, 
of the most horrid character. The tragic and the comic are mingled together 
in them after the most ^ grotesque fashion." It is clear that Dr. H., of little faith, 
will never do for a homeopathist The list of consequences attendant on the 
administration of sulphur, amounting to about 800, and including caries of the 
bones, dropsy, paralysis, epilepsy, extreme emaciation, aversion to wash oneself,* 
scabies, moles, melancholy, icith doubts about the souVs loelfare, stings of con- 
science, delirium, carphologia and insanity, has so shaken our faith in the safety 
of this, as hitherto considered, inocuous nursery panacea, that, having all due 
faith in the proving of Jahr, we shall hardly, we fear, ever again venture to sub- 
ject an unconscious innocent to the horrors of a dose of " brimstone and trea- 
cle r' And to think of the profusion in which this fearful jjoison has, for more than 
a century, been dealt out oy parents and nurses to the rising generation, uncon- 
scious until now of its perils ! No wonder that so much constitutional malady 
prevails among the descendants of those to whom this satanic drug has been 
thus lavishly administered. Dr. H. very justly says, however, in reference to 
this subject, that " none but men can be * provers,' and Homeopathic men, too.** 

It is a pleasing proof of the patience and powers of observation of the zeal- 
ous Homeopathists, that they have ascertained the symptoms produced by nux 
vomica to amount to 1200 : and the" totality" of Belladonna, in the " Mat. Med. 
Pura.," covers 60 octavo pages. It is evidently, as Hahnemann asserts, only by 
"these * provings' that we can acquire a true Materia Medica," which, in 1838, 
already filled more than 16 8vo. volumes. When, for every group of symp- 
toms, the specific shall be found, the art of medicine will, indeed, (and not, we 
fear, until then) become as certain as the mathematics — a consummation de- 
voutly to be wished ! Illustrious Hahnemann ! how nearly hath thy genius 
Approached it. ' 

CTo be continued in our next.) 

* This very oomnon attendimt on infancy in now aatisf&ctorily aooounted jforw— 



NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINB. 

Stated meetings Nov. 5th, 1851, at the University, President Stevens in thv 
chair, sixty-five fellows in attendance. After the reports of Committees, Dr. 
M ott read a paper on a peculiar disease of the skin, affecting the areolar and 
reticular tissues, congenital, not malignant, and attended with hypertrophy of 
tiie said tissues. Six cases of this disease, occurring in various portions of the 
body, were reported, illustrated by beautifully colored drawings. Four of the 
subjects operated on were females, and one, an infant of 16 months. Dr. Mott 
remarked that there is a tendency to increased growth, in these cases, but they 
are not malignant ; in one case, ulceration had for some years existed, owing 
to the chafing of the folds of the skin, but these healed up, without difficulty, 
under simple dressinga Dr. Mott proposed to apply the term Pachyderma* 
tocele to this disease ; it is not described by Alibert, or other writers on cu- 
taneous diseases, and Dr. Mott believes his cases to be unique ; he has seen 
Elephantiasis and Lepra in his travels in the East, but they have different char- 
acteristics ; intends to make a microscopic examination of the morbid tissue, 
though, as a surgeon, he confesses more confidence in his eye and fingers, than 
in optical contrivances. Dr. Detmold stated that he has a case now under treat- 
ment, which he considers as similar in character ; he regards the disease as 
rather seated in the Epithelium, but in his case, there is no increase of growth. 
Dr. Post had seen in the Hospital a malignant tumor on the shoulder, of enor- 
mous size, and underneath the skin of the arm had presented morbid changes 
not malignant, similar to those m Dr. Mott's cases. Dr. Buck and Batchelder 
alluded to similar cases. 

New BtLsiness, — ^After the discussion, the Academy took up the subject of 
Medical Education. 

Dr. Batchelder presented the following ResoliUions : 
WkeretUj B large propordoo of the Quacks, and unpriociplcd phystoiana of this city, and It ii 
believed, throughout the country, are men who have been ffraauated Doctors of Medicine in sonuj 
incorponited Medical School, College, or Institution ; and whereas^ A-om the peculiar circant* 
itancea of this country, human life and health are of so much importance that they should be 1a- 
tmsted to noae but men of uadoubted character and skill ; tberot'ore,— 

Resolved^ That it is the inflexible and pHramount duty of all Colleges, Schools, and Institutiom 
cnChorized to confer degrees, to withhold them in the first instance, from men of eqtilvoeal charaO' 
ter for skill uid morality, and to reserve, on the ftice of ihem, the right to redaitn such Diplomas as 
have been conferred upon the unworthy, or forfeited by conduct or practices inconsistent with the 
Ethics of the profession, or moral obligations to the public: And, whereas^ there is reason to be> 
lieve that there are Institutions In the land so recreant to the honor, dignity, and true inteiests of 
the Proff salon that they will, from mercenary motives, conler degrees upon those who are destitute 
of character and learning, and also upon such as are openly and unblushingly immoral and quack- 
ish in their professional conduct; therefore,— 

Resolved, That a committee of Ave be appointed to draft, and report to this body, a circular to 
be addressed to the Medical Profession at iurge, and to each and every known organized body of 
medical men in the United States, requesting tiiem to unite, and to call on the laity ali^o to cooperate 
with them in petitioning the I^^slatures of the several States and Territories, so to alter or amend 
flje Charter ot every Medical School, College, or Institution, witiiin. their respective jurisdictions, 
as to render it imperative on them to give the degree of Doctor of Medicine lo those persons only 
who sustain a fair moral character, and to revoke or rescind publicly, any Diplomas which may 
have been conferred by them on p^ rsoos who shall have turned Quacks, become immoral, or ren- 
dered themselves, by any course of conduct whatever, unworthy the honor which should ever 
accompany the degree of Doctor of Medicine. And ichereas^ It has been announced throusfh the 
Medical Periodicals of this city, that a plan is in progress for organizing Medical Schools, with the 
privilege of conferring Degreea, at such of the Hospitals of thistJity and State as may be designated 
for that purpose by our county and other chartered Medical Societies. And whereas^ such Schools, 
properly organized, will add greatly to the efficiency of our systems of medical education— will 
develop the resources of our great Hospitals, which, at prestot, are of little or no account, compar- 
atively speaking— will liberalize the businessof instruction, and republicanize our Medical Schools, 
bringing them more fully into accordance with most of our other national Institutions: tl erefore, — 

Resolved^ That the project of establishing practical schools for the teaching of medicine at the 
Hospitals of this city and siate^ nnder the sanction of our medical societies, meets with the hearty 
approbation of thlB Academy. 

Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed to inquire and ascertain what measures, tf 
any, have been adopted for bringing said project before the Legislature of this State; and if no 
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«ach measures hare been taken, that said Committee be instructed to prepare a memorial, which, 
when approved by this body, may be presented to the Legislature at its next regular session, 
asking fur the passage of a Oenerai Law for establishing Institutions, as aforesaid, at sudi Hos- 
pitals in this staCcas are supported, wholly or in part, by the bounty of the public, and ei^oy the 
means requisite for tiie accommodation and treatment of one hundred patients or more, whenevor 
the necessity for any such schools shall be declared to exist by the county Medical Societies, or 
other incorporated Medical Society in the county in which any such Hospitals exist; and also, 
pequlring the several Medical Institutions in the state to establish, in connection therewith, an 
Uof>pitaI, capable of accommodating as many patients as shall be desigiu&ted by the Societies afore- 
mentioned.'' 

Dr. Mott seconded the resolutions, and moved that they be taken up seria- 
tum. Carried. On motion of Dr. S. C. Foster, duly seconded, the Academy 
went into Committee of the Whole, Dr. J Wood in the chair. The first two 
resolutions were freely discussed, Drs. Cock, Detmold, Mott, Stevens, Par- 
ker, S. C. Foster, Batchelder, taking part ; the other resolutions were then 
taken up, and it wa« agreed to confine the project, for the present, to the New 
York Hospital. The Committee then rose and reported progress. On motion 
of Dr. S. C. Foster, a Committee of five were appointed to report on the sub- 
ject of tuition in connection with Hospitals at a subsequent meeting, and the 
resolutions ordered to be printed ; the chair appointed Drs. S. C. Foster, J. 
Wood, Thos. Cock, Batchelder, Detmold. 

A series of resolutions, censuring the New York Medical College for hav- 
ing conferred a degree upon a notorious Irregular, and declaring that, in so 
doing, ^ It had assumed an attitude and policy hostile to the honor, dignity, 
and welfare of the medical profession," were introduced by Dr. Batchelder, and 
seconded by Dr. S. C. Foster ; owing to the lateness of the hour, and the 
absence of any representative of that college, no action was taken. 



Wm. 



Domestic. — Colleges. — There w a smaller attendance than usual of medical stu- 
dents this season, more particularly of 'those from the Southern States, which is no 
doubt owing to the increased faoilities for instruction in the South and West ^ 
4M>me are, however, presenting themselves daily, so that the list is not yet complete. 
At the Crosby Street College there are upwards of 200 ; and at the University, 250 j 
at the New York Medical College, we learn from good authority, that the average 
attendance is 36 ; which is an increase upon that of last year. There is also a fair 
attendance upon Hospital instruction ; number of patients at the New York hospital it 
300 : at the Bellevue Hospital, 600, including 65 in the Lying-in Wards. The cases 
of Puerperal Peritonitis alluded to in our last number, as having been treated by 
heroic doees of opium, were soon after restored to health. In private practice, a case 
of well marked Peritonitis, treated by Dr. Buck, upon a similar method with Dr. 

Clark, has also recovered. We beg leave to call the attention of our readers to the 

review, by an able hand, of Dr. Hooker's Prize Essay on Homeopathy, which has 
just issued from the press of Mr. Charles Soribner, and we sincerely hope that the 
profession will aid in the distribution of the work. Dr. H. is well known to us all as 
the able advocate of the rights of the profession, and as uncompromisingly opposed to 
Quackery in all its forms, whether in or out of the profession.—— We acknowledgej,the 
receipt of samples of Extracts, prepared by Messrs. Tilden, of New York, which we be* 
lieve to be equal to any manufacture in this country ; having visited the Laboratory of 
Messrs. T., at New Lebanon, we can testify to the care which is taken to procure the 
plants at the proper season, and to the skill and knowledge applied in their preparation* 
^ ^Foreign. — Resolutions of the Provincial Medical and Surgieal Association, on Ir- 
regular Practice : — 1. That, in the opinion of this association, Homeopathy, as pro- 
pounded by Hahnemann, and practiced by his followers, is so utterly opposed to 
«oienoe and common sense, as well as so completely at variance with the experienee 
of the medical profession, that it ought to be in no way or degree practiced or 
4Sountenanoed by any regularly educated medical practitioner. 2. That Homeopathic 
practitioners, through the press, the platform, and the pulpit, have endeavored to 
liei^ contempt upon the practice of medicine and surgery as followed by memben of 
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this Assooiation, and by tho profenion at large. 3. That for these reasons, it is dero- 
gatory to the honor of members of this association to hold any kind of professional 
intercourse with Homeopathic practitioners. 4. That there are three classes of 
practitioners who ought not to be members of this a«isoo!ation, viz.. 1st, Real Homeo- 
pathists. 2d, Those who practice Homeopathy in combination witn other systems of 
treatment, and 3d, Those who, under various pretences, meet in consultation^ or hold 
professional intercourse with those who practice Homeopathy. 6. That our thanks 
are eminently due, and are hereby given, to the President and Fellows of the Col- 
lege of Physicians and Surgeons of Edinburgh, for their determined stand against 
Homeopathic delusions and impostures. — J. Ross Cormack, Chairman. 

The 10th Anniversary Dinner of the N". Y. Society for the relief of Widows and 
Orphans of medical men, took place on the 19th of November, at the City Assembly 
Rooms. One hundred and fifty were present We have, at present, only space for the ' 
acknowledgment ofthe donations on the occasion. Drs. Delafield, Detmold, Gesoheidt, 
and Thomas Ward, $150 each : Dr. Bedford, $100 ; Mr. A. H. Ward, $150 ; Mr. 
J.Kelly,820 ; Dr. Wallace,$iO. WAoZeamottn/ of fands in the Treasury, $11,000. 

Pareira's Materia Medica, Vol. 1, edited by J. Carson, M. D., from Blanchard A 
Lea. Smith's Operative Surgery, with Steel Plates, (cord) from Lippincott, Gram- 
bo &L Co, Gregory's Outlines of Chemistry, edited by J. M. Sanders, M. D., from 
A. S. Barnes & Co. Beck's Lectures on Materia Medica, edited by C. R. Oilman, 
M. D., from the Messrs. Wood, have been received.^— We regret that a review of 
Surgical Essays, by D. L. Rogers, M. D., and of Beck*8 Lectures on Materia Medicat 
have been crowded out for want of space. 

[The annexed card being considered by Dr. F. M. Robertson, as a final settlement of the dlfllculty 

between Dr. Ramsey and himself, is inserted by the request of Dr. Robertson.— £d.] 

A CARD. 

Since the pnblication of my reply to the pamphlet recently issued by Dr. F. M. Robertson, of 
Oiarleston. S.C.,Ibave been in COTrespondenoe with Dr. J. J. Robertson, of Washington, Ga., 
through a Mend, and tuiving received from Mni the grounds upon which the opinion of himself 
and Dr. D. M. Andrews, in regard to my professional statistics was based— which opinion led them, 
when called on by members of the American Medical Association, at their late Convention in 
Qtarlmlon, to express a want of conlliienoe in the reliability of my obstetrical statistics, and in- 
dnced Dr. F. M. Robertson, a member of thai Association, to move to strike out the notice of said 
statistics from the Report of Dr. Storer, of Boston— and having recei?ed fkom Drs. Andrews and 
Robertson the assurance, that those opinions were neither formed or expressed through personal 
ill-will towards myself, but were honestly entertained and given in pursuance of what they regarded 
their duty to the prolession : and feeling convinced from the representations of those gentlemen 
that they were iuAuenced by circumstances which, unexplained, were calculated to impair their 
confidence in me as a reporter, I feel bound, injustice to them, to state that, with such impressions 
on their minds, they could not, when called on, have given other than an unfavorable opinion, and 
that Dr. F. M. Robertson, in making the motion he did under the circumstances, was actuated by 
no unworthy or improper motive. 

The grounds on which Drs. Andrews and J. J. Robertson were led to the statement, that I had 
not, during my practice of physic, been continuous in one place, were my removal from Bookers* 
ville to Mrs. Welltx)rn's, a distance of six miles, and subsequently to this place, a distance of one 
and a half miles, while I regarded mvseif as never having left the neigkhorhood in which 1 origi- 
nally settled. I have also been satisfied, from the statements and evidence ftimished me by Dr. J. J. 
Robertson, that although he has not had a general practice in mv neighborhood, he has made over 
twenty professional visits In the vicinity of my location within tne past six years, a fact of which 
I had not been apprised at the time my late pamphlet was published. 

In issuing this Cord to the profession and the public, I am impelled by no other than a desire to 
render strict justice to all the parties concerned, and therefore feel bound, under the circumstancesi 
10 an honorable man, to withdraw all offensive lanffuage I may have used in my pamphlet, or else- 
where, touchii^ this controversy, either towards Drs. Robertson and Andrews, or towards Dr. F. 
H. Robertson, of Charleston. 

I respectfullv submit this statement to the profession and to the public, with the single additional 
remark, that it is regarded by all the parties as an amicable and honorable termination of this en* 
tire controversy. 

RofSvUU^ Geo,, October 140, 1851. H. A. RAMSEY. 

OBITVAILT NOTICES. 

The month of November, 1851, will be memorable in the annate of the profession, for tho 
ravages of the great destroyer; within the short space of one fortnidit, flour duitingulshed phy- 
alelans have passed from the scene of their earthly labors to another, and, we hope, a happier 
stale of existence. Rodosrs, Pattison, Manlbt, and Ds Kat, each illustrious in their sphers 
sf aetlon ; the Prafeuioa mourns their loss. 

JoHK Kbaemt RoDOBts departed this life on the 0th November, in the 58th year of his sgs^ 
allsr sn illness of five weeks. His disease was suppursttve phlebitis of the portsl system ; arsry 
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Are form oTdlMate^ and oTwIilch then sre onljrelglit esMt on reeord ; In xnAj one of wMch wi» 
the dtMMe raoofmiied during Uli^ and aH of wMoh termtnaled fiilaUy. Dr. R. waa a nattre of thto 
«lty, aon of Or. J. R. B. Rodgers. a diatingaiBlied nraetitSoner of the healing art, aiid graodaoo of 
the Rev'd Dr. Rodgers. of the Preabyteriaa Choren. Dr. R. was of the opinion often expressed to 
the writer, that he coald trace bis descent firom John Rogers, the mariyr— tmly, a Hne of noble 
tnoestrj. Dr. R. gradoated at Princeton College, and studied medidne with the late Dr. Wright 
Post; after haring obtained his Medical Degree, he spent two years In London and Paris, and the 
Hospitals of Gay and St. Thomas will not soon bear on their registers the name of one more worthy 
of a nonorable memorial than that of J. Kearny Rodgers. In 189(L in connection with Dr.Dela* 
fleld, he established the N. Y. Eye Infirmary, and in ItSS was appointed Surgeon to the New York 
Hospital. As an operator, he was distingnished for dexterity, and address ; having performed th» 
most remarkable operation in sargical annals, In 1846, by applying a ligature to the left sub clavlan 
artery wiihtn the scalenl muscles, the extreme difflcnlty or which operation; and its result, estab- 
lished the reputation of Dr. R., and proved what was unknown before, that a coagulam would form 
in such immedlste proximity to the origin of the vesseL 

In his personal character, he was distinguirbed for his love of truth ; this, says a relative, waa 
his grand cliaracteristlc, tmtkfulneas. Quackery, or even Its semblance, be abhorred, and. in the 
honest bursts of indignation which be sometimes indulged In, wuukl demonstrate his detestation 
of the chariatanism, so much In vogue at present His memory will long be cherished by us, and 
we deeply feel that the loss of such a man cannot easily be supplied. On the occurrence of hla 
decease, appropriate resolutions were adopted by the Societies of the Cincinnati, St. Nicholas, IT. 
Y. Academy of Medicine, N. Y. County Medical Society, and the Trustees and Students of tb» 
College of Physicians and Sunfeons. 

Died, in this dry, on the 13th of November, after one weeks' illness, aged 60 years, G. Sharpe 
Pattison, M. D., Professor of Anatomy in the New York University. His disease was an obstruct 
tion of the Ductus Communis Choledochus by a gall stone. On P. M. examination several gall stones 
were found in the gall bladder, one of which hud ulcerated through the coats into the Peritoneal 
cavity^ without producing Peritonitis. He had for several years suAred from symptoms of ob* 
itruction of the cystic duct. 

Dr. P. was a native of Glasgow, Scotland, and graduated at the University of that cl^. He 
began bis career as a public lecturer, forty years ago, in the Andersonian Institution of Glasgow^ 
with which several other distinguished professors were at the same time eonneeted. AftMr remaio* 
t^ at that institution for some time, he emigrated to the United States, and engaged as Professor of 
Anatomy in the Medical CoU^^ of Baltimore. He occupied that post for several years. Leaving 
Baltimore, he returned again to Europe, and received the appointment of Professor of Anatomy in 
the London Universitv, at its opening, and was there the colleague of Dr. Lardoer. Alter remain- 
ing for {teveral years m the London University, in consequence of some difficulty in the Faculty, 
he resigned his pr<tfessorship and returned to the United States. On bis return to this country, he 
accepted the appointment of Professor of Anatomv in the Jeflforson Medical College of Philndel- 
phla, which position he filled with general success for several years, and until the opening of the 
Ilew York University in 1840, in which institution he received and accepted the appointment to the 
Professorship of Anatomy. He remained in this connection until the day of his death. Dr. Patti- 
son leaves a widow, but no children. As a scientific lecturer, he had no superior, and his loss will 
be deeply felt, and especially so, as at the time of his death, he was engaged in a course of lectures. 
He was remarkably popular with the students, and to tbat class his loss is irreparable. 

The following are the proceedings of a meethig of the FHicuHy of the University, on hearing th» 
death of Dr. Pattison :— 

At a meeting of the Medical Faculty of the Uniyersity of New York, held Nov. ISth, 1851, the 
death of Professor Pattison having been announced by the President, the following preamble and 
resolutions were adopted :~ 

Whereas, it has pleased Almighty God to remove fh>m among us our bite colleague, Professor 
Granville Sharpe Pattison^ 

Resolved, That we have heard with profound regret of the death of our late associate in whom 
we recognise the attributes of a Christian, and the worth of an able and faithfhl colleague. 

Reaolvedy That in the death of Professor Pattison the University has sustained a heavy loss, and 
science been deprived of one of its most ardent advocates. 

Resolved, Ttiat in honor of his memory the members of this Faculty will wear crape on their 
left arms for thirty days. 

Resolved, That a copy of this preamble and resolutions be sent to his widow, wltbthe sincere 
condolence of the Medical Faculty. JNO. W. DRAPER, M. D., President. 

On the 21st November James R. Manley, M. D., let 70 years. At Oyster Bay, L. I., on the same 
day, James E. De Kay, M. D., aet 59. (Obituary notices in our next.) 

College of Physicians and Surgeons.— hi a meeting of the class of 1851 '52 of this Institution^ 
held in the College Hall on tiie 10th instant, the following resolutions were unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, Ttiat the class have heard with ^reat regret of the death of J. Kearny Rodgers, M. D., 
a Trustee of this College, and a Surgeon of the New York Hospital. 

Resolved, That while the class would leave to others more competent to form and express opin- 
ions on the fcubject,the task of commemorating the general professional merits of Dr. Rodger?, they 
esteem it a privilege to put on record their deep sense of the kindness, and courtesy, with which he 
was ever ready to give to all around him the benefit of his enl-Jrged knowledge and ripe experience. 

Resolved, That in precenting to the College his large and valuable cullection of anatomical and 
pathological specimens. Dr. Rodgers manifested alike, his attachment to his Alma Mater, and his 
mterest in medical education, and gained for himself a daim on the grateful remembrance of aU 
ftiture students of the institution. 

Resolved, That these i-esoluilons be published in the New York Jeumalof Msdieine, Jfew York 
Jtsdictti THmes, Courier and Enquirer and Journal «/ Commerce, and a copy of them be forwarded^ 
with the most respectful and heartfelt sympathy of the ebuw* to the family of the deeensed. Qn 
behalf of the dass. P. U. JOHNSTONi JR., QkMrman. 

J. BxTAMT idMiTH, Seemtmn, 
JVew York, JTuvember 11, 1851. 
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Cases illustrating the Patliology of Secretion of Pus in the Liver, Re- 
ported by John A. Swbtt, M. D., Physiciaa to the New York 
Hospital. Suppurative Portal Phlebitis. 

A gentleman, 68 years of age, had generally enjoyed good health, 
except that, fifteen years ago, he had an affection of his stomach, which 
i¥as suspected, at the time, to be of a cancerous nature, but from which 
he perfectly recovered by visiting the Sulphur Springs of Virginia. 
During the eighteen months, also, preceding the fatal sickness, he had 
noticed, occasionally, a slight tendency to diarrhea, which did not inter- 
rupt, however, his usual good health. Indeed his friends, just before 
Lis last sickness, regarded his health as unusually good. During the 
early part of the autumn, he had been somewhat exposed for two or 
three weeks to the malarious influence. 

On the 10th of October, he attended to his business as usual during 
the morning ; but in the afternoon, he returned home, feeling unwell. In 
the evening he sent for his physician to see him. He found him com- 
plaining of a muddy feeling across the forehead, of nausea with slight 
Tomiting of bilious matter, and of slight colic-like pain in the abdomen. 
His skin was rather feverish, and his pulse about 100 m a minute. He 
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took some purgative medicme, containing blue pill, which operated well, 
producing healthy, natural stools, and affording relief. 

The next day, Oct. 11th, he continued to be slightly feverish; his 
pulse was still accelerated, and his skin began to assume a yellowish 
tinge. He complained of a sensation of inward fever, as he called it» 
which he referred to the epigastric region. About this time, also, he 
began to experience chills. 

The jaundice continued to increase, and the chills returned irregu- 
larly, sometimes three or four times in a day, followed by increased heat, 
which soon terminated in profuse perspiration. There was no complaint 
of pwn, nor of tenderness on pressure anywhere, and especially over the 
region of the hver, which was carefully examined. The cerebral func- 
tions, as well as those of the chest were quite undisturbed. The pulse 
was generally below 100 in a mmute. There was some appetite, the pa- 
tient enjoying a little chicken soup and tea with cracker. The bowels 
were kept regular by simple purgatives and by injections. 

About the 22d of October, two weeks after his illness commenced, 
the chills assuming more regularity and the remission of the fever seem- 
ing to be more distinct, and there being no local pain or uneasiness, 
indeed no evidence of any local affection except the jaundice, and with 
this, the stools were quite natural in appearance, 10 grains of the sulphate 
of quinine were administered, and afterwards 6 grains every four hours, 
until 3 doses had been taken. This treatment was at first followed by 
marked relief. The next day he took 6 grains every 4 hours, until he had 
taken three doses. The third day he took but two doses, as the improve- 
ment first experienced from the use of the remedy did not continue, and 
the chills had returned. He also complained of deafness, and of ringing 
in the ears. 

A temporising plan of treatment was now pursued again. The patient 
used effervescing draughts, and took with some relief a bowl of chicken 
soup. The bowels were regulated by simple means; a little sulphuric acid, 
and afterwards the nitro-muriatic acid, which the patient enjoyed very 
muehfWas prescribed, and a foot bath of the same was used at night. There 
was still no complaint of pain in the region of the liver, and firm pres* 
sure, especially upward under the ribs, in the right hypochondriac region, 
and percussion in the same region discovered no tenderness. The pulse 
eontinued to range at about 100 in a minute. But the chills returned 
irregularly, followed by increased fever, and rapidly by profuse perspira- 
tion. The yellowness of the skin was diminishing. About the 28th of 
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October, the febrile symptoms haying again assumed a more regular type, 
quinine was again presoribedi but with no benefit. It was, therefore, 
omitted, and the expectant plan of treatment again adopted. 

This plan of treatment was continued until the 3d of November. The 
patient, when asked how he felt, invariably answered, " Perfectly com- 
fortable." There was still no pain or tenderness on pressure over the 
region of the liver. The jaundice was diminishing. The pulse was 
about 100 in a mmute, soft and regular. The patient slept tolerably at 
night. His tongue was slightly coated, but he took nourishment with a 
certain relish. His intellect was perfectly clear, and he was now quiet 
and composed. The chills had again assumed more regularity. Every 
afternoon, at about half-past 3 o'clock, a chill would occur, followed by 
fever, and rapidly by profuse perspiration ; but, during the night, the 
face was flushed and the skin hot and dry. Towards the morning, the 
excitement seemed to abate, and the pulse became less frequent, and 
from this time until three or four o'clock in the afternoon, the patient 
was more comfortable. Still, a slight degree of chilliness would recur,, 
irregularly, at different periods of the day. It was determinied to try 
again the effect of quinine. A grain every hour, for three successive 
hours, was prescribed, when the chill recurred at the usual hour, 3 
o'clock m the afternoon. It was adminbtered again in the same doses, 
commencing at 2, A. M., of the 4th of November, when the paroxysm 
of the preceding afternoon had subsided. It was continued through the 
day, and at 8 o'clock in the afternoon, a full dose of laudanum was ad- 
ministered. The chill did not recur, nor ever afterwards. 

The quinine was omitted as soon as the chill had ceased, on the 
morning of the Gth of November ; and the case was again treated by 
the expectant plan. A little brandy was allowed, and beef tea was 
directed to be given. 

Op the evenmg of Nov. 6th, there was some vomiting ; the abdomen 
was becoming tjrmpanitic, and then the prostration, which had been great, 
became more decided. Still, there was no abdominal pain or tenderness, 
and there were two natural stools following a simple injection. The 
tendency to sinking continued during the night, 9nd on the morning of 
NoY. ^th, the patient was decidedly worse. His pulse was feeble and 
irregular, his skin was inclined to be cold, his features were altered, and 
he vomited at times. Still, his intellect was perfectly clear, his manner 
composed and tranquil, and he experienced no abdominal pain or tender- 
ness, although the tympanitis continued. 
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Daring the day, with the use of moderate stimulation, he rallied 
gradually. His pulse became regular, had improved in strength and had 
fallen to 104 in a minute. The temperature of the skin was quite natur- 
al. There was no tendency to chill, or to perspiration. Once during 
the afternoon, he complained of pain in the right side of the abdomen, 
which was relieved by presure. 

The succeeding night was passed comfortably. The patient slept a 
good deal, awaking at intervals, and on the morning of Nov. 9th, he was 
apparently more comfortable than the day before. His pulse had fallen 
to 96 in a minute, and was regular, but rather feeble. There was no fe« 
brile excitement. The tongue was moist and but slightly coated. The 
stomach was tranquil and there was no complaint of pain. The patient 
gave his often repeated answer, '* I am perfectly comfortable." But 
about the middle of the day, the mind began to wander a little, and a 
tendency to restlessness ensued, with hiccough. A severe attack of ab- 
dominal pain ensued, which was relieved by a mustard plaster. The ab- 
#domen was still distended, and it felt very ^hard on pressure, which, how- 
ever, produced no decided pain. During the evening the patient grad- 
ually sank, and died during the night. 

On post mortem examination, the evidences of general peritonitis ex- 
isted. I^ymph and sero-purulent matter was effused in the peritonial 
cavity. There was but little lymph effused on the surface of the liver, 
or of the spleen, and none upon the surface of the stomach. The liver 
was not enlarged. It was of a dark' and rather greenish hue, and some- 
what flabby. The portal vein was hard and firm, and when examined 
was found filled with lymph, partly firm, partly broken down into a 
grumous detritus. The branches of this vein, as they ramified through 
the liver, were filled with healthy pus. The hepatic veins were not affected. 
The substance of th6 liver was also quite healthy. The mesenteric vein 
supplying the small intestines was also filled with pus, and the mesentery 
itself was much thickened, and its cellular tissue contsdned numerous 
collections of pus. The stomach and the intestinal canal, examined as low 
as the rectum, were quite healthy, except that the coats were somewhat 
thickened. The other abdominal organs were also healthy. The lung 
contained a few cretaceous tubercles. The brain was not examined. 

Case of Multiple Abcess in the Right Lobe of the Liver. 
The following highly interesting case occurred at the Institution for 
the Blind, and was communicated to me' by Dr. J. W, G. Clements, 
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Physician to the Institution. The post mortem examination of the case 
was made by myself. 

A girl, aged 17 years, bom in China, came to this country in the year 
1 842. After five months' residence in New York, she removed to Colum- 
bus, Ohio, where she remained three years. 8ince that time, she has re- 
sided in this city, and enjoyed uninterrupted health, until during the past 
summer. She had never had jaundice, or the symptoms of biliary calculi. 
In July last, she again visited Columbus, and remained there three 
months and a half. While absent at the VVest, she had an attack of 
Bilious Fever, and experienced two relapses. Smce her return to New 
York, on the 6th of November, she has not felt well, to use her own ex- 
pression, and has complained of constant pidn in the right side. 

On Friday, Nov. 21st, the attention of Dr. Clements was first called 
to the case. On the precedmg day, about three o'clock in the afternoon, 
she had a chill, followed by fever . and by sweatmg. At the time of the 
visit, she had experienced another chill, occurring at the same hour, and 
again followed by fever and by sweating. The secretions, as far as could ^ 
be ascertained, were healthy. The case being regarded as : intermittent 
fever, a cathartic, containing blue pill, was prescribed, to be followed by 
quinine. The next day, Nov. 22d, the patient experienced another chill, 
at the usual hour, followed by fever and sweating, and on the 23d, the 
paroxysm was repeated. During the morning of these four days, on 
which the paroxysms occurred regularly, and at the same hour, there 
was a perfect intermission. On Monday, Nov. 24th, the patient was 
found, at the regular morning visit, and for the first time, at that hour, 
with fever, which had continued from the chill of the preceding after- 
noon, and complaining of loss of appetite, thirst, severe headache, gen- 
eral muscular pains, and, especially, of severe pain in the right hypochon- 
driac region, which appeared somewhat tumefied. The pain extended 
downward, almost to the pubis, and to the right of the median line. 
The skin was noticed, for the first time, to be slightly jaundiced. The 
quinine was omitted. 

Tuesday, Nov. 25, the pain in the side had increased, and the jaundice 
was more marked. Four leeches were applied to the right hypochon- 
driac region, which did not bleed much, but the relief was decided. The 
patient continued to use, daily, two to three grains of blue pill, to regulate 
the bowels, the discharge being dark aind very oflfensive. 

Wednesday, Nov. 26, the patient was again leeched and the bleeding 
was more free, and was followed by nearly complete relief to the pain in 



102 Clements's Cctse ofAhsceae in ths Lvoer. [Jan. 

the side. There was still, however, a vestige of pain, on any violent 
effort of the diaphragm. A blister was then applied, and hot poultices 
continued, and from this time there was no further complaint of pain. 

She continued to improve daily, and on Saturday, Nov. 29th, she 
was free from fever. Her skin was moist. She was cheerful, and asked 
for food. She continued to improve until Tuesday, Dec. 2d, when she 
appeared less cheerful. Her skin was slightly feverish, and she com- 
plained of some headache. That afternoon, at 3 o'clock, she had ano- 
ther chill, followed by fever and by sweating. 

The next morning, Wednesday, Dec. 8d, the patient was not so 
well. She had more fever, the pulse was accelerated, but there was no 
pain in the right hypochondriac region, even on pressure. She was slightly 
salivated by the small doses of blue pill which she had taken regularly 
from the first. The bowels were constipated. 01. ricini was ordered. 
That afternoon she had another chill, the paroxysm terminating in per- 
spiration. She passed the night without fever ; she slept a portion of 
the time. The oil operated about daylight, and she was able to assist 
herself. At 7 o'clock in the morning, Thursday, Dec. 4th, she asked to 
have her bed made. She sat up about ten minutes. About 10 o'clock 
she drank a tumbler of water, and was assisted to turn over in bed, and 
when next observed, she was dead. 

The yellowness of the skin had gradually diminished. The tongue 
presented a very uniform appearance during the disease ; it was coated 
throughout with a thick, loose, whitish yellow fur. At no time was the 
ledness of the tongue along the edges observed to be more than natural. 
Once the tongue was observed to be dry. The lips were red, dry, and 
smooth. 

The temperature was uniform in different portions of the body. 
The bowels were kept soluble by blue pill. The stools were dark and 
offensive. The urine was scanty and high colored. There was no ten- 
dency to diarrhea. The patient had' menstruated for about an hour 
during her sickness. The discharge never continued for more than a day, 
in health. The quinine was administered for two days, to the extent of 
six grains, divided into 1 2 powders. On post mortem examination, no 
emaciation existed. A pint of reddish, turbid serum was found in the 
right pleural sac, with a little recent lymph. Lungs healthy. Heart 
rather large and pale. Five or six ounces of serum in the pericardium. 

Liver united to the diaphragm by recent adhesions. Bight lobe en- 
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larged upwards to tbe third rib, so as to diminish the right pleural cavitj 
One-half ; about one-half of this lobe, especially the superior p<»lion, 
was filled with small abscesses, about the size of a pea, and sometimes 
communicating with each other. Most of them were Imed by a delicate, 
semi-transparent membrane, easily raptured, which resembled very much 
in appearance the coats of a small veb ; they contained a pure and 
healthy pus. It was doubtful whether these abscesses were not seated in 
the veins of the Uver, but subsequent observation showed that they were 
in the substance of the liver, which was very red and soft around them. 
The vena porta contained no inflammatory appearances, neither did the 
hepatic veins, except a few branches near the abscesses ; there, recent 
Ijmph, and, perhaps, a little concrete pus was found, but their lining 
membrane was not materially changed. The gall ducts throughout were 
enormously dilated and thickened, and contained a great number of cal^ 
cull, formed by inspissated bile. A very large calculus lay in the much 
thickened and dilated ductus commimis choledochus, near its openmg 
into the duodenum ; still, the passage was not entirely obstructed. The, 
gall bladder was distended by a thin, greenish fluid ; it contained no cal* 
culi. The stomach was displaced, so that its smaller curvature ex- 
tended half way between the umbilicus and the pubis ; this was, no 
doubt, congenital. The intestinal canal showed traces of chronic irrita- 
tion, but no ulceration or phlebitis could be detected, after a careful 
search, in any of the abdomfc^ veins, except in a few branches of the 
hepatic veins, as already mentidned. The other abdominal organs were 
healthy. 

Two cotes of Ahcess of the Liver, Reported by J. M. Clbavbland, M. 
D., Resident Physician to the N. Y. Hospital. 

Wm. B., 46, New Jersey, boatman, admitted Nov. 14th, 1861. Pa- 
tient was perfectly well until about one month ago, when he says he 
" took cold," and had a slight cough. Three days after, without any ap- 
parent cause, was attacked with frequent vomiting of thick chocolate- 
colored fluid, not at all bitter to taste, attended by considerable retch- 
ing and pain in the stomach, but no nausea or headache. The vom- 
iting continued, at short intervals, thirty-six hours, when it ceased, 
as he thinks, through tbe agency of some simple domestic remedy. 
For a day or two after the cessation of the vomiting, he suflered from a 
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severe stitch in tbe right side, aggrayated by motion, coughing or full 
inspiration. About this time he first noticed, directly behind the umbi- 
licus (his attention being directed there by a slight itching), a small, 
smooth, round tumor, rather smaller than an egg, slightly mov- 
able, but not apparently attached to the skin. This tumor, which he 
describes as having grown from without, inward, has been steadily 
and rapidly increasing in size, not in itself painful, but producing a 
sensation of oppression, and interfering with respiration. 

During this time, has had from two to four passages daily, from 
bowels, the stools (from patient's account) being at no time natural, 
but always slightly purulent and bloody. The vomiting has at no time 
returned, though ten days ago complained of nausea, slight and tran- 
sient ; at no time has had chills or night sweats, and his appetite, up to 
^he past week, has been fair. The feeling of oppression and shortness 
of breath caused by the tumor, are at times distressing. Patient is 
restless and uneasy, and continually varying his position; thinks he finds 
most ease when lying on right side. 

At present, countenance anaemic, anxious and expressive of suffer- 
ing; lips bloodless, tongue clean and moist, pulse 96 regular, but feeble ; 
respiration 26, quick and thoracic; both hands slightly cedematousy 
(to-day, he says, for the first) the left more than the right. 

On examination, a large s]^mmetrical, pyrifbrm tumor is discovered, 
occupying a perfectly central position in the abdominal cavity, its most 
prominent point being directly below the umbilicus, its base being 
three inches below the umbilicus, while its upper and smaller portion 
passes up, and is lost under the ensiform cartilage. It is hard to the 
touch ; fluctuation cannot be detected ; pressure does not produce 
pain, except at its upper portion, and about the sternum, where slight 
pressure distresses. The tumor is movable, apparently unattached 
to the parietes, unaffected by any change in position of body ; at times 
a slight, just appreciable pulsation is thought to be felt ; no aneurismal 
thrill ; both femoral arteries have a natural and uniform beat. 

On examination this evening, there is seen a marked bulging out of 
right hypochondriac region, and percussion there gives patient much 
pain. The liver is enlarged. The position assumed is now altogether 
on right side. 

There is not now, neither has there been at any time hectic fever; 
no chills, no perspiration from the first. Dr. Smith inclines strongly 
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to the diagnosis of " Parietal Abscess." Ordered hop poultice oyer 
tumor. 

15th. Patient expresses himself better this moming» and that the 
dyspnea and distress have been relieved by the poultice. Patient has 
had several small gelatinous stools, unmingled with purulent matter. 
The adnata slightly tinged yellow. Ordered generous diet, and 
serpentaria tea. 

16th. General appearance and condition unchanged, except in 
growing weaker, pulse feeble ; last evening there was a slight moisture 
on the forehead, no chills. Ordered wine whey ; mild enema. 

17th. Last evening, three pints warm soap suds were thrown up 
the rectum. The enema was followed, almost immediately, by a 
copious discharge — ^two pints, (besides the soap suds) made up of ge- 
latinous matter and pus and fceces, abominably fetid. 

There was abo a striking and simultaneous subsidence in the 
tumor, though it could still be seen, an^, moreover, a most grateful 
relief in the sensations of the patient, who fell into a calm, tranquil 
sleep. 

This morning, he expressed himself comfortable, drank a little tea 
for breakfast, and was rationally conversing with a friend, almost up 
to the moment of his death, nine o'clock this morning, when he sud- 
denly and unexpectedly, and without apparent pain, expired. 

Poit mortem eoDamination. — Body not emaciated, slight yellow tinge 
of the conjunctiva and the skin, some ioedema of feet ; head not 
examined ; thorax, organs healthy, but a large quantity, perhaps ten 
ounces, of transparent serum in the pericardium. 

Abdomen, — On opening the abdominal cavity, old and firm adhe- 
sions of the lower and right portion of the large lobe of the liver, to 
the abdominal . parietes. Slight and circumscribed adhesion of the 
upper point, at the commencement of the jejunum to the transverse 
colon, at a point not larger than a quarter of a dollar. Cellular tissue 
under the peritoneum, between the lower edge of the right lobe of the 
liver and the transverse colon, the seat of an abscess as large as the 
fist, and nearly empty, but containing some pus, and dead cellular 
tissue opening from the abscess into the transverse colon an inch in 
diameter, looking of recent formation ; no lining membrane found, 
colon full of old and recent ulcers, small and Superficial ; liver some- 
what enlarged, but not congested, natural in color, and without traces 
of peritoneal inflammation. Surface at the upper and anterior portion 
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of right lobe bulging. Where this portion was divided, deep in the 
Bubstance of the liver, was a large abscess, irregular in shape, the 
different portions communicating with each other, as if diree points of 
the formation of matter had originally existed, and thus Hormxig three 
points of suppuration, which afterwards had united to form one abscess. 
The superior had a portion of the diaphragm for its superior limit 
It opened into another below, by a free irregular communication, and 
this again opened into a third, and in the same manner. The lowest 
hepatic abscess, which was also the deepest in the substance of the 
liver, seemed to be the oldest, as a false membrane had begun to form. 
The walls of the other two were formed entirely of disorganized cel- 
lular tissue. The liver surrounding the abscess was rather softened 
for the distance of a line or two, but vrithout change of color; beyond, 
it was quite healthy. No distinct line of separation as yet existed 
between the abscess and the surrounding Hver, although the inflamed 
mass was well circumscribed. 

The two lower abscesses in the liver contained a red grumous pus ; 
the upper abscess pus, which was less red in its appearance, all toge- 
ther contained at least two pints of pus ; no communication existed 
between the hepatic, and the abscess below the liver. 

The vena porta and its branches were carefully examined, which 
were quite healthy ; a large branch of the hepatic vein was apparently 
in contact with the lower abscess; at this point its cavity was obliterated, 
and its coats for a considerable distance were much thickened, and its 
lining membrane rough and tarnished; it contained no pus. The 
other hepatic veins were quite healthy.* 

Henry Lansen, 30, Denmark, turner, admitted into New York 
Hospital, December 24th, 1850. In America eight years. About 
the middle of September last, was seized with severe attack of diar- 
rhea, which continued one month. Has since had several relapses, 
which have prevented any return to his business. 

Patient is now much debilitated, with a tongue lightly coated 
white ; a moist skin, fair appetite and regular bowels ; pulse feeble, 
95. Has had some slight cough hanging about him for three weeks 
past. Respiration oppressed and high. 

His principal complaint is of severe pain in epigastinum, with 

* Gall-bladder contaioed a viscid, tarry bile. Ducts free, etomach and small in- 
testines healthy ; also the rest of the abdominal organs. 
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sharp cutting Bonsations wheoever he turns from right side to left 
On examination, a tumor was discovered, occupying epigastric region ; 
slightly prominent just below ensiform cartilage ; lifted by each aortic 
|)ulsation ; exceedingly painful on lightest pressure, and without any 
feeling of fluctuation. Patient says he noticed swelling for the first 
time two weeks ago. 

Countenance has dusky hue ; anaemic ; lips livid ; ordered poul- 
tices. 

Jan. 1. Dr. Smith, his attendance expiring to-day, gives as his di- 
agnosis, "Abscess of Liver." 

24. The fullness has increased, and there appears a decided incli- 
nation to point just below ensiform cartilages. No fluctuation as yet 
detected. Bowels free enough, but stoob clay-colored. At the date 
of admission there were, for two or three days, occasional rigors ; 
most severe at night, but not followed by perspiration. Is now begin- 
ning to have profuse night sweats, with occasional slight chills. The 
patient finds much relief from poultice ; it is therefore continued, and 
good nourishing diet and snake root tea. R. Pil. Hyd. gr. iij. every 
night. 

February 7. The tumor remains in about the same state as at last 
note ; if any change, there is more general fullness extending around 
in right hypochondria. Patient's general condition is improved ; the 
profiise night sweats are gone, his strength is greater, and his appe- 
tite better. He walks about the ward, and has once or twice been in 
the street. The bowels remain in same state, nearly consistent and 
clay-colored ; the blue pill caused no change in appearance of stools. 
Ordered continue cataplasms. ^, Cinch. Tr. Cd. | ij. Ferri Cit. 3 ss. 
ter in die, ^ . porter and generous diet 

March 20. Patient has complained the few days past of looseness 
in bowels, for which is taking Pil. opii gr. pro. re .nata. 

28. Bowels still loose ; pil. opii has given slight check to the dis- 
charges ', stools vary in color, appearance and consistency being at 
times bloody and slimy, at others purulent ; and again clay-colored 
foecal matter, with fresh blood and slime. 

There is also a remarkable subsidence of the tumor, noticeable 
even to the patient, who finds much relief from his frequent evacua- 
tions ; and, more wise than the Doctors, he argues the diarrhea is 
good for him, and remonstrates against the opium doses. 

April 12. Patient of late has rapidly lost ground. Has coUiqua- 
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live sweats; is much emaciated, appetite failing, lips livid, counte- 
nance like that in the cancerous diathesis. The legs are becoming 
oedematous, and there is slight effusion into peritoneal cavity; 
stools involuntary and exceedingly fetid. His only nourishment now 
is eggs beaten up with rice. 

24. Patient somewhat improved ; appetite is better, though dis- 
charges unchanged. On examination of chest to-day, by percussion, 
it was found clear and resonant over right lung, where formerly there 
was flatness. Where epigastric tumor was most prominent, flatness 
existed as high as the fourth rib anteriorly ; the right lung is resonant 
now, down as low as the eighth rib. Respiration sounds clear and 
natural above eighth rib, but below a friction sound is distinctly heard. 

May 1st. The last week there has been decided improvement. 
His appetite has been good, and he has partaken freely of fish, eggs 
and coffee. He has been in good spirits, and sits upon side of bed. 
Food has ceased to give that sensation of fullness and distress in epi- 
gastium, which troubled him before commencement of dianhea. Com- 
plains of a ball,"or something sticking in throat. Globus hystericus. 
Nothing abnormal can be perceived. 

May 2nd. This morning, while at breakfast, he had convulsions. 
One following the other, immediately after which, a natural slumber. 

May 14th. Patient has continued comfortable since last note; 
the unpleasant sensation in the throat has gone. 

P. M. Ate dinner as usual ; about 5 P. M., was seized with a con- 
vulsion, in which he died. 

Post-mortem examination showed a large abscess in the right 
lobe of the liver, with adhesions between the liver and duodenum ; an 
ulcerated opening had formed a connection between the abscess and 
duodenum, about a quart of pus being contained in the abscess. The 
minutes of the P. M. having been misplaced, it is not reme^;ibered 
whether ulceration existed in the intestines. 



InHfM latfurk 



Scorhulus — simulating malignant disease — and accompanied with Haemoptysis. 
By Feed'k. G. Le Rot, M. D., Resident Surgeon. 

Isaac Jones, ©t. 32, N. Y., Seaman, admitted into the Hospital August 2, 
1861, (Dr. T. M. Halsted in attendance,) with an enlargement of the left side 
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of the thorax, most apparent in the supra-scapular recrion. The scapula itself 
was raised from its normal position, producing a marked deformity. Its mar- 
gins above the spine were almost completely concealed by the tumefaction, 
while below that point, tiiey could still be recognized. The swelling com- 
menced two days previous, and patient is at a loss to what to attribute its ori- 
gin) though he admits having been in declining health for the past few months, 
upon examination, an obscure sense of fluctuation was detected in the tumor, 
and diflused over its whole surface, dilated venous trunks, with considerable 
ecchymotic discoloration. Patient is a mulatto, of a weak, feeble habit, and 
subject to frequent rheumatic attacks ; is by profession a seaman, and for the 
past year has been engaged in the coasting trade, living principally upon salt 
provision. At present, complains of acute pain in manipulation, over any por- 
tion of the tumor. Has a frequent and feeble pulse, loss of appetite, and furred 
tongue. There is also an eruption noticed upon the trunk and extremities of 
a syphilitic character, and the lymphatic glands in the groin are slightly en- 
larged. 

Aug. 5. Tumefaction of^houlder increasing, and is extending laterally and 
downwards. Ecchymosis more distinct. Pain on pressure so severe that pa- 
ticDt is obliged to rest upon his right side. Has constant vomiting, and is 
unable to retain anything but iced lemonade ; is very feeble, pulse ranging 
from 112 to 136 per minute ; has enemata of strong beef tea and brandy. 

Aug. 8. A slight swelling has now appeared on the right side, also attended 
with ecchymosis ; but patient's general condition is more promising. Pulse 98, 
with more force ; acid to be continued, also the beef tea and brandy, some of 
which is now taken by the mouth, the difficulty above mentioned having sub- 
wdecl. Ordered vegetable diet and sulphate quinine. 

Aug. 18. The tumor has entirely disappeared, having gradually diminished 
since the last note. Treatment to be continued as above. The left knee 
joint, which has been subject to frequent rheumatic attacks, has lately become 
enlarged and painful. Applied evaporating lotion, and to have R. Tr. Actea. 
3 ss Tr. Hyosc | ss H. gtt XX. ter in die. 

Sept. 14. Patient for a few days past has been occasionally attacked with 
hsemoptysis; this morning had a profuse hemorrhage, that was arrested by the 
administration of salt and water. The difficulty about the knee improving ; is 
at present strapped with cmplas. ammo, cum bydrar^. 

Sept. 18. Has had repeated hemorrhage from the lungs; at present com- 
plains of pain on inspiration, and has a slight cough; auscultation reveals an 
indistinct crepitus in the lower portions of the left lung. R. Emplas, Vesicans ; 
also to take R. Pil. Plumbi acet. grs. i. ; gum opii. grs. 1-4 q. 4 h. 

Oct. 14. There has been no return of hemorrhage, and the thoracic symp- 
toms above noticed have subsided ; patient's general health much improved ; 
has gained in flesh, and for the past two weeks been in the habit of walking 
out with the assistance of a crutch. Pulse 80, with natural force. He was 
this day discharged from the hospital. 

Remarks, — llie case I have thus reported possesses some points of a prac- 
tical interest, one of the most prominent of which was the occurrence of haa- 
moptysis in the latter stage of the disease, a symptom not generally present- 
ing in scorbutic afiections, as the silence of authorities would seem to imply ; 
but that it may occur, is shown in the above case. The doubtful aspect it at 
first presented, the existence of a tumor, its rapid formation, possessing many 
of the characteristics of encephaloid disease, and the absence of the usual 
symptoms attendant upon scurvy, renders an opinion as to the nature of the 
tumor a mere conjecture, and one that could not be definitely formed until 
the beneficial influence of the acid developed itself. 
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Ldters on SyphUis^ No, 3.— By M. P. Ricobd, of Paris, Translated by W. P. 
LiLTTiMOBB, M. D^ for the Med. Times. 

My dear Confrere and Friend : — ^The conclusion with which I closed my 
last letter: That Blenorrhagia, the inoculated muco-pus of tDhich gives rise to 
no result, does not recognize for its cause the syphilitic virus — this conclusion, 
deduced from irrefragible facts, replaces the history of Blenorrhagria at the 
same point whence it was transmitted to us by the LeviticiLS, As old as man, 
yes, older than him, for animals created before him, are subject to Blenorrhagia, 
while they do not have syphilis; this disease, in its state of simplicity, has 
nothing in common with the syphilitic infection. 

In spite of those who, since the time of Paracelsus, Bethencourt, and Fal. 
lopius, have wished to make a new disease of the Blenorrhagia non-sympto* 
matic of chancre, a disease identical with syphilis, the researches which I have 
made, corroborating the descriptions so precise, of Alexander Benedictus and 
of Cataneus, have given to the doctrines of Balfour, of Tode, and of Duncan, 
the value and solidity which Bell himself would have given them, had he 
been able, like us, to explain the pretended exceptional facts. 

But Blenorrhagia — as I understand it, absolutely foreign to syphilis in 
its causes, in its form, in its consequences--does it depend upon a particular 
virus ? 

It would not be at all repugnant to admit a special cause, having the power 
specifically and constantly to produce Blenorrhagia and its consequences. In 
fact, nothing is more fitting to induce a Blenorrhagia than the muco-pus fur- 
nished by certain inflamed membranes. 

But when we go back in the most rigorous manner, and with the severest 
criticisms, to the determining causes of the best characterized Blenorrhagia, 
we are forced to see and acknowledge that a Blenorrhagic virus is most 
usually wanting. Nothing is more common than to find women who have 
communicated Blenorrhagias the most intense, the most persistent, leading to 
Blenorrhagic consequences the most varied, and of the gravest character, who 
were only affected with uterine catarrhs, which were, sometimes, scarcely 
purulent. In other cases, the menstrual flux seems to have been the only 
cause of the communicated disease. Finally, in a great number of cases we 
find nothing, or only simple deviations of diet, fatigues, excesses in sexual 
connections, the use of certain drinks — ^beer, of certain food — ^asparagus. From 
this arises that frequency of belief on the part of patients, a belief very often 
legitimate, that they owe their clap to a perfectly healthy woman. 

On this point, I assuredly know all the eauses of error, and I have the 
pretension to say, that no one more than myself, holds himself on his guard 
against frauds of every kind, scattered in the path of the observer ; but it is 
with knowledge of the cause that I sustain this proposition, women fre- 
quently Gr/E BLENORRHAGIA, WITHOUT HAVING IT. Bleuorrhagia, such as 
some persist in understanding it, (that is to say, as a consequence of conta- 
gion,) is as rare in woman as it is frequent in man. I do not think I go too 
far in saying that women give twenty claps for one which they receive. And 
this is easily understood, for women, so subject to discharges from the genital 
organs, which one cannot attribute to syphilitie causes, are the most fre» 
quent source of disch^ges in men which can be attributed to contagion. 

It is impossible for me to take as serious, the doctrine of my learned col- 
league, M. Cazenave, who acknowledges that many women, under the influence 
of chronic utero-vaginal catarrhs, could have sexual relations without commu- 
nicating anything, provided they were not heated to boiling point ; provided 
they were not raised, so to speak, to a virulent red -heat 
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Is it not more simple to understand, and more rational to say, that with a 
less degree of excitation, the secretions are less irritant, and that custom can 
produce an immunity from these secretions in some persons, as it were a kind 
of acclimation. 

It is thus, as I have frequently seen, that a married woman may cohabit 
with her husband without communicatiug anythiog to him ; but let a lover 
supervene, and this last contracts a Blenorrhagia. The husband was accli- 
mated, the lover was not. 

When one studies Blenorrhagia without prejudice, without preconceived 
ideas, he is forced to confess, that it is frequently produced under the influence 
of most of the causes which determine inflammations of other mucous mem- 
branes. 

The experience of Swediaur is at hand to prove this. This observer in- 
jected a volatile alkaH into the urethra, and it produced a Blenorrhagia. Does 
this experiment prove that we can always and at will produce Blenorrhagia, by 
irritating injections. No ; no more than one can always produce a Coryza by 
the same means, an Ophthalmia, etc. For Blenorrhagia, as for any other in- 
flammation, there is need of a preexisting predisposition, that immense un- 
known which governs all pathology. What proves this is, that Blenorrhagia 
is not always contracted under. the same conditions where it is mo&t evidently 
communicaole. Without this happy immunity which the absence of the pre- 
disposition gives, Blenorrhagia, already very common, would be still more so. 

An experience of twenty years has taught me, and allows me to afiii'm, that 
excepting Blenorrhoidal discharges — symptomatic of chancre, it is often 
perfectly impossible to recognize the cause of a dieicharge. 

I am aware that many of my colleagues obstinately refuse to admit this 
opinion ; in presence of every Blenorrhagia, they are pre -occupied with 
syphilis, and their therapeutical prescriptions are only the logical consequence 
of this pre-occupation. 

Here, my dear friend, I ought to make you a confession, and I will make 
it publicly. This persistence of some of my honored and learned colleagues 
in always considering and treating Blenorrhagia as an accident of a syphilitic 
nature, has many times moved me. Thus it has frequently happened to me, 
not to satisfy a frivolous curiosity, much less to yield to a culpable incite- 
ment to aspersion, but to enlighten and assure my understanding; frequently, 
I say, it has happened to me to have recourse to a stratagem, of which I wish 
to make the avowal with all the reserve and propriety which I owe to the 
honorable confreres. 

It has occurred under the following circumstances ; a man presented him^ 
self, at my consultation, with one of the best characterised BlenoiThagias. 
He declared to me that he had only had connection with one woman, and that 
this woman was his wife, or his mistress. This man was alarmed and dis- 
quieted. He brought with him the woman from whom he had contracted his 
disease, and she, protesting her innocence, in concert with the patient, suppli- 
cated me to submit her to the most rigorous examination. This examination, 
made with all the rigor and attention of which I am capable, showed me the 
sexual organs of tlus woman to be perfectly healthy. Nothing, absolutely 
nothing, in the deepest folds of these organs, which could explain the Blenorr- 
hagia of this man. I requested the woman to step into another room, and, 
alone with the patient, I exhausted all possible means, the details of which 
I will spare you, to arrive at this certainty. The patient had only had connec- 
tion with this woman ; it was only in this intercourse that he could have con- 
tracted this (lisease. 



112 Eioord's Letters on SyphiUs. [Jan. 

I reassured the husband, or lover ; I exculpated the wife or mistress ; but 
then I asked them to become accomplices of the little stratagem which I am 
about to indicate. 

I sent them both (separately, of course,) to this or that learned colleague, 
whom I knew to be in absolute opposition to me on the question of Blenorr- 
hagia. I said to the patient : ask this question distinctly. Is my Blenorrhagia 
sypliilitic ? I said to the woman : ask boldly, Can I give Blenorrhagia to a 
man ? 

The couple returns ; the man with a diagnosis thus arranged : Syphilitic 
Blenorrhagiaj follow the treatment ad hoc ; the woman had this indication : 
the perfectly healthy state of the genital organs permits me to declare that 
Madame cannot have communicated a disease which she has not. 

It is not an unique and isolated fact which I cite to you, my dear friend ; 
this experiment I have renewed frequently, and often enough to corroborate 
my convictions, and to assure my conscience.* 

What do these facts signify ? That the cause of Blenorrhagia cannot al- 
ways be known ; that this malady may be produced by the causes common to 
all inflammations, provided there be a predisposition to it; but that the most 
special agent of Blenorrhagia is the muco-pus furnished by the inflamed genito- 
urinary mucous membranes. 

This view of the case seems to me more rational, much more philosophi- 
cal, than that which would attach the Blenorrhagia, called venereal, to a kind of 
demivirus imagined by our very learned confrere and skillful syphilographist, M. 
Baumes. According to him, Blenorrhagia is, as it were, a degenerescence of 
chancre ; it may give rise to a constitutional syphilitic infection, more feeble, 
however, than that produced by chancre, but without power, nevertheless, by 
contagion or inoculation, to produce this last. ** We can then predict," ad<w 
M. Bauraes, ^*the greatest similitude between the constitutional symptoms 
which are the result of one and the other of these diseases ; and, in fact, ex- 
perience proves that the difference between these symptoms lies, not in their 
nature, but only in their degree of intensity, in their gravity, and in their seat, 
which, after Blenorrhagia, usually extends to fewer tissues, to less numerous 
organs, than after chancre." (Baumes, A Theoretical and Practical Treatise cf 
Venereal Diseases, vol. I, p. 259.) 

That is veritably a doctrine of the golden mean. This pure theory is justified 
neither by facts, nor observation, nor experience ; it wants only one condition 
— proof. 

Thus far, then, and this is really my opinion, simple Blenorrhagia remains 
completely foreign to syphilis, so far as relates to the causes which produce it. 

But in objection it is said, the pus of chancre, that is to say the syphilitic 
views, can produce Blenorrhagia. This opinion is very ancient ; it has been 
sustained since the first appearance of the pox in England, and very beauti- 
fully can it be sustained now. But, what does this say ? Does one depend 

* There are facts still more extraordinary than these, relative to Blenorrha- 
gias contracted from healthy women. Here is one, the analogue of which, perhaps, 
is not presented hy M. Ricord, and of the authenticity of which it is impossible to 
raise the least doubt. 

A young man, a^ed thirty, a physician, lived in chastity for more than six 
weeks, and bis last sexual relations had not been suspicious. Chance allowed hini 
to pass nearly a whole day alone with a young lady whom he loved. From ten in 
the morning until seven in the*'evening, he vainly endeavored to vanquish the re- 
sistance of this woman, and during all this time he was in an uninterrupted state of 
excitement. Three days subsequently, he was seized with a Blenorrhagia the most 
painful, the most violent, and which lasted forty days. 
Assuredly, this b the type of a uon -syphilitic Blenorrhagia. Note hy French Editor, 
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on the observations of the ancients ? They are incomplete and insufficient ; it 
is impossible with them to proceed scientifically from cause to effect. Would 
one make experiments similar to those of Hanisson, who believed in the pro- 
duction of Blenorrhagia from the introduction into the urethra of the pus fur- 
nished by a chancre, without knowing what*it had physically produced ? No ! 
but more simply and more logically, we will conclude on the possibility of the 
production of a non-virulent Blenorrhagia by the pus of a chancre, in consider- 
ing this pus, as had been done before me, as acting in the manner of a simple 
irritant. A woman having chancre at the inoculable period, may thus deter- 
mine in a man, a Blenorrhagia which will not inoculate. We may thus ex- 
plain the observations of Swediaur and others, supposing they made no error 
in diagnosis, seeing that they used neither the speculum nor inoculation ; ob- 
servations proving that men affected with chancres have communicatedBlen- 
orrhagia to women. 

Here is what clinical observation teaches, and what experimentation can 
demonstrate. It is not rare to see patients, w^ho, at first affected with a chancre 
of the glans or prepuce, are successively seized with a balanitis or a balano-pos- 
tbitis determined by the irritating action of the pus of the chancre. But then, 
while the chancre furnishes inoculable pus, the balano-posthitis does not ; 
(hereafter we will see, that in order that the pus of chancre may act specifi- 
cally, conditions are necessary which are not always present) 

Adhering, then, to my first conclusion, reducing to their just value these first 
objections, I affirm that when Harrisson produced Blenorrhagias with tho pus 
of chancres, this pus either acted in the manner of simple irritants, or it pro- 
liuced an urethral chancre ; this he did not verify. In the same way we will 
see that when Hunter produced a chancre with the pretended pus of a Blen- 
orrhagia, it was with the product of a veritable urethral chancre that he had 
to do. 

But if inoculation has proved that the cause, or causes of Blenorrhagia, 
whatever he its seat in the two sexes, differs from the specific cause, from the 
virus which in/aZZt&Zv produces chancre, the consequences then, of Blenorrhagia 
ought always to diflter from those of chancre ; and yet how many cases of con- 
stitutional syphilis are attributed to Blenorrhagia ! 

These are questions, my dear friend, which will form the subject of my next 
letter. We will then see if it be possible to establish a differential diagnosis 
between affections which some wish systematically to confound. 

You will first permit me to say a word of the incubation of Blenorrhagia. 

Yours, RicoRO. 



aSililnigrnftiital Wm, 



Homeopatliy : — an examination of its Doctrines and Evidences, A prize Essay. 
By WoRTHiNGTON HooKER, M. D., author of the History of Medical 
Delusions. Charles Scribner, 145 Nassau St., New York. 

[Continued from our last.] 

Dr. Hooker informs us that all homeopathists believe in " similia similibua,'* 
as the scde law of therapeutics, and in the efficacy of the infinitesimal doses, 
though some give medicines in every variety of doses, from the higher atten- 
VOL. I. 7 
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nations to the most heroic doses of Allopathy, Homeopathy being, with this sect, 
only " a principle in medicine," and the large doses (as of croton oil and calo- 
mel) serving to prepare the patient for the infinitesimals necessary to complete 
the cure ! (Pact I Rev.) Some disavow Hahnemann's " ridiculous" (?) idea 
of the importance of the number of shakes : not so, however, some New York 
editors, who recommend, for its cheapness and efficiency, Jenichen's last potency 
of Arsenicum, which has received one and a half million of shakes (secundum 
Hahn., it is to be hoped, *' the arm descending,") and counting only sueh as 
produced a metallic ringing sound of the glass bottle. The power of this drug 
it is fearful to contemplate. What can be the dose? We are sorry to see 
the distinguished Henderson admitting that Hn. did sometimes ^ err in record- 
ing trivial occurrences." We like an out and out disciple, or none, . and go 
strongly for the "totality." The whole, or none. 

The psoric theory, too, is far from being discarded ; but by our own apos- 
tles, who manifest in their own persons traces of its existence in the " itching 
palm," it is rather tenderly handled. "^ 

It is unfortunate for Homeopathy, that, if " similia similibus" be the sole 
law of therapeutics, specifics do not always produce specific effects, as they 
should always do to prove it such. Thus, ipecac does not always relieve 
nausea and vomiting in the inck, though it always causes it in the well ; nor 
should a remedy ever produce on the sick, effects such as it produces on the 
well. Opium, according to the " sim. sim." law, should never increase som- 
nolency. Neither will remedies which cure a disease, always produce the 
same group of symptoms in the well. Bleeding will cure, but it will not cause 
pleurisy. Camphor, according to H., relieves the totality called cholera ; unfor- 
tunately it does not cause it. Nor should the vis medicatrix ever be successful. 
H., indeed, denies that it ever is ; but there are jolter-headed people who do 
not agree with him,, and Dr. Hooker, whose exposition on all these points is 
able and elaborate, is, we regret to say, one. Totalities (which is only another 
name for diseases) do, unluckily, get well without Homeopathic globules or 
allopathic poisons, as chicken pox, and even measles, small pox and fever. 
(These are not cures, according to H.) So that Hooker contends, with a de- 
cent show of plausibility, that if "sim. sim." be a law, Homeopathy has not 
proved it to be the sole one. In no part of his book has Dr. Hooker displayed 
more power of reasoning than in this^ which makes, we regret to say, sadly 
against our favorite Homeopathy. But our Homeopathic friends, we doubt 
not, will get over these little stumbling blocks with as much ease as they can 
jump from the 1st to the 30th dilution, in dosing a patient, discard shakes and 
the psoric theory, or resort to Allopathic heroism, in the failure of Homeopa- 
ihic puerility. 

Dr. H. takes yet a higher ground, and denies that the " sim. sim." is even 
a law, or that Homeopathy has proved it to be such ; and says, that as a theory, it 
is highly improbable. His cogent and ingenious argumentation on this point, 
merits the attentive consideration of the reader. With like ability, he exposes 
the absurdities attendant on the rapid, and apparently, to the Homeopathists, in- 
different substitutions of Homeopathic attenuations, as Bella. 6 for Bella. 12 
within a few hours, involving inconceivable variations of potency, according to 
the Hahnemannic theory ; the use by some, of mother tinctures, and many 
other incongruities of the like nature, which show at once the little real hold 
these boasted doctrines have upon the faith of the Homeopathic practitioner, 
and their utter worthlessness in practice. If there be any truth in Hahnemann, 
the same totality cannot be successfully treated by such enormously diflfering 
doses, the same remedies be safely employed in such immensely varying doses, 
nor the same effects result from their use. And yet, to use the language of 
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our author, the Homeopathists, in dosing' the sick, ** jump about among the 
millionths, billionths, quadrillionths, and decillionths with a sort of frisky free- 
dom," which, if any of their so^alled drugs had any real therapeutical, or med- 
icinal agency, could not fail to do infinite mischief, and betrays an utter want of 
system and confidence in their reasonings, of just appreciation of the real ne- 
cessities of the case, and of power of adaptation of the doses to it. But the 
twelve labors of Hercules would be but aschild*s play to him who should under- 
take to reveal, or expose, the infinitesimally numerous absurdities of the system of 
the arch quack Hahnemann, and the blind gropings in his footsteps of his mer- 
cenary pseudo-disciples. To suppose them such, rather than to believe them 
weak enough to confide in his ravings, is the more charitable construction. 
The one, unhappily, is not — the other is, an utter impossibility. 

In no respect does Homeopathy contrast more strongly with regular me- 
dical science, exhibit a more glariog absurdity, or evince a more dangerous 
tendency, than in its total disregard of the causes upon which symptoms de- 
pend. While the regular physician, in the treatment of disease, seeks anx- 
iously for its seat and nature, the Homeopath holds these to be ** useless 
questions, which will for ever remain unanswered." ** No error,*' says another 
of these wiseacres," is possible in the symptoms," which are the only guides to 
treatment. ** As a body," says Hooker, " they wholly neglect the btudy of 
Anatomy, Physiology, and Pathology," in which instance of scientific acumen, 
they may fairly compete with their less inert, but not less empirical brethren, 
the Thompsonians. Many of the illustr.'ttions brought forward by the Homeo- 
pathists in support of their docliine. Dr. Hooker easily demolishes, by the 
simplest common sense reasoning. A remark by Dr. Josiin, in one of his public 
addresses, (Or. J. is, par parentheses be it said, a professor of the mathematics,) 
quoted by H. in a note on p. 85, is amusing and characteristic. He speaks of 
the **8uccussed" preparations of Hahn. having such curative power, ** thdt we 
can cur«5 with them the most violent disease in a man^ l»y a dose which 
would not harm a mouse," And Dr. J. believes this, no doubt, and practices 
accordingly ! ** He should," says Hooker, " have said a flea ; nny, more, an 
invisible mite." We commend to our readers, a comparison of the folly of 
Homeopathic reasoning on the subject of the action of infinitesimal doFcs, 
wilh the cool, sarcastic, and satisfactory refutation of them, by our conscien- 
tious and astute author. ** With what," says the philosophic Josiin, " do we 
flatter the olfactory nerves when offended -by disagreeable odors?" "With 
snufF, which affects the nose in a similar manner, but more powerfnlly." Aye, 
but, says Hooker, it is by a good round allopathic pinch, or a succession of 
them, and not by a Homeopathic sniff at a globule in a phial, as any old 
woman can testify. But enough of this balderdash. 

The inconsistencies of Homeopathy are dissected and exposed by our au- 
thor, with a scalpel no less keen, and a hand no less dexterous. The Homeo- 
paths, in declaring that a part must be disesed and highly susceptible, in order 
that an attenuated medicine may produce any effect upon it, forget that their 
drugs, when given to healthy persons, produce the very symptoms (as they 
assert) which they are afterwards to conquer in the affected person ; and this 
whether the drug be crude or adynamized infinitesimal; forgetting, again, or 
more properly speaking, conveniently overlooking the fact, that, according to 
their own statements, the effects of such cannot be analogous. Such is the 
difference of susceptibility of their patients, that the Homeopathists, in their 
range of doses, take in not only all the attenuations, but even " mother tinc- 
tures," and crude dru^s ! this susceptibility being, strange to say, greatest in 
chronic diseases, to which the higher attenuations, or, as we should say, inertly 
and inconceivably minute doses, are most applicable. The learned followers 
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of Hahn. have not, we learn, as yet condescended to explain, theoretically, 
their highly triumphant administration of crude camphor, in Allopathic doses 
in the treatment of cholera. About the similarity of its effects to those of the 
cholera poison, there can, we suppose, exist no doubt in the mind of any can- 
did and common-sense observer. 

The Homeopathists claim, that to succeed in their practice, requires an in- 
timate relation between the "totality" of the drug, and of its counterpart, the 
disease. To find this exactly, would, we should think, require much question- 
ing, and much research into the materia medica pura afterwards ; and, indeed, 
when Homeopathy first began to flourish among us, such nicety was employed, 
and sheets of paper were covered with queries and replies, before the remedy 
could be decided on. We remember a gentleman who was so thoroughly 
stumped, after two or three days of tedious attendance on a leading practitioner 
of the Art, by being asked *' when his mother's hair began to grow grey," that 
he abandoned his case in despair. But this process was either too laoorious 
and expensive, or the science was so soon and so easily mastered, that these 
formalities are now dispensed with. The tongue that pronounces " totality" 
with all speed, as speedily receives its appropriate globule, or little white pow- 
der, from the hand of the accomplished exhibitor, which, no doubt, goes right 
to the spot. No time is now lost — aconite and belladonna bear the brunt of 
the battle, and one down, the other comes on is the order of the day. '* Is this 
relation," says Hooker, " really made the subject of much study by the Ho- 
meopathic physicians. Do they make any use of the monstrous group of 
symptoms recorded in Hahnemann's materffi medica, in the investigation of 
cases as they occur in daily practice ?" The reply to thipi query we leave to 
reader, patient, or Homeopath. A single symptom, (oh, wondrous perfection 
of their sublime art t ) suits your Homeopaths of the present day, quite as well 
as a totality, which covers 60,800 pages. Illustrious Hahnemann ! Even the 
ladies, (God bless them ! ) the dear clergy, (God bless them ! ) nay, the ignobile 
vtUgus, (whom may Homeopathy bless,) have their books and their bottles, 
and go about with healing in their globules. To all these, " the diflficult but 
beneficent task," as thou callest it, and what suffering humanity owes to thy 
genius and thy bounty, seems, says Hooker, "in some way to be made 
wonderfully easy." 

Mirabile dictu ! however, after all that Hahnemann has said and done, 
Homeopathists differ! ! with range of doses, and as to the amount in different 
cases and in the same. There is, then, something yet to be learned in Home- 
opathy ; but is our friend Hooker justified in saying, that " the treatment of 
disease, based upon this mode of observation, must be utterly absurd? We 
pause for a reply. 

Homeopaths, we all know, are modest. Homeopathy rests on facts alone, 
like Christianity, or the Baconian philosophy. Every case, after the exhibition 
of the Homeopathic remedies, is effected by them alone. Disease dont get 
well by any other agencies. Upon these points we fortunately have the evi- 
dence, not only of the Homeopaths themselves, who, if such a consideration 
could affect them, might be deemed interested parties, but of the intelligent 
public itself, which cannot err. Have they not seen, felt, heard, and do they 
not know ? And is it not the same with all other quackeries? do they not all 
cure ? and don't the public know it ? Has not each its advocates, deriving 
their faith from actual and personal observation ? How can the public, the 
dear ladies, the sweet clergy particularly, so conscientious and so intelli- 
gent, be mistaken in judging of what their oum experience has revealed to 
them 1 How can the converted allopaths, who killed every body they treated on 
the old school system, and now cure every body they treat Homeopathically, 
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cUo^ tute et jucundel Wretched Allopaths they probably were, but what does 
that matter ? Is not Homeopathy, good or bad, better than bad allopathy, 
and has not the public been a gainer by their change? Are they not compe- 
tent and candid judges? These lucky brands, saved from the burning, never 
mix their practice ; never resort, openly or by stealth, to common doses, nor 
to other Allopathic measures when infinitesimals fail, or they fear to trust them. 
Not they ! Actuated by a pure and conscientious conviction of the immeas- 
urable superiority, infallible success, and philosophic verity of Hahnemannism, 
which they have proved in all its length and breadth, on themselves and their 
patients, and not found wanting, they adhere strictly to its rules, prescribe 
oy its precepts, eschew all old school measures, fatal in tendency and which 
never cure ; and with what results, let their triumphant success, (uncheckered 
save by an occasional administration of the wrong remedy, in the hands of 
a tyro, and the death of the victim,) their pranciig steeds, their splendid 
mansions, their recruited finances, tell ! If, a^er this, any one believes that 
Homeopathy is no better than old school practice, let him die unconverted. 
He cannot lay his death at our door, nor say we did it 

Many Homeopathic patients are always getting better, and never eel well, 
a circumstance particularly fortunate (or unfortunate, which ?) for both the 
physician and patient, for whom the prospect of cure is as good as the 
reality. 

Hooker, we find, is a little prejudiced and incredulous. He does not be- 
lieve that the mortality of cholera under Homeopathy, in Europe, was only 
6 in 100, nor that all the cases so called were really such; and, strange to say, 
there are many who agree with him. He declares that the published 
statements of Homeopathic physicians, in regardto their success, " have been 
proved to be false.^ Unkind Hooker ! But this is not the worst of him. Ho 
declares that Mr. Double, of Paris, and several friends, took bark for four 
months, in all kinds of doses, and none of them had any " totality." So have 
we, and it cured our totality, and we have prescribijd it for thousands, with- 
out ; but we are not on that account to be talked out of our faith in Hahne- 
mann. Like the Irishman, we believe what Hahnemann saw, though we 
wouldn't have believed it if we had seen it ourselves. Andral experimented 
on Homeopathy for a whole year, without the slightest success. But who is 
Andral, and what does he know about Homeopathy? Has not Henderson 
become a Homeopathist ? is not Forbes an advocate of Homeopathy ? Have 
we not the elite of the profession in this city, thirty or forty in number, en- 
rolled under its banner, and do you talk to us of Double and Andral ? We 
pity Dr. Hooker for his pertinacity, in the face of the sentiment of Hender- 
son, that " for a rational man to try Homeopathy, is tantamount to his con- 
version." 

We cannot do justice to Dr. H.'s " estimate of Hahnemann." It must be 
read to be appreciated. Dr. H. justly says that Hahnemann has been, in no re- 
spect, our teacher of the importance of observing and confiding in the opera- 
tions of nature, in the removal of disease. His doctrine, on the contrary, di- 
rectly opposes it. The expectant mode of the French, had taught us all the 
good and all the evil to be derived from inertness of practice, before Homeo- 
pathy was known. Hahnemann has taught us no new, or true principle in 
therapeutics: the use of no drug to cure any disease previously curable, or 
incurable. But he has taught us to cherish our own system, the more that he 
and his followers cannot dispense with it ; and he hqs taught a few needy 
renegades from our ranks, to humbug the public successfully, and us to de- 
spise them. Blessed be the fruits of his teaching! He has further supplied 
us a new proof, had any been wanted, of the credulity of mankind, and of the 
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immutable fact that systems, founded on roguery and error, though they may 
endure for a day and fill the pockets of those who are base enough to embrace 
them, will fade at length into oblivion, before the steady and increasing light 
of honest truth, patient study, and inductive philosophy. Such is already the 
fate of Homeopathy. Abandoned in principle by its disciples, the public will 
soon discern its flimsiness, and consign it and them, to merited contempt 

To that end, the able work of Dr. Hooker, cannot but greatly conduce; 
and in the name of legitimate science, we heartily thank him for the good ser- 
vice he has done it, and recommend his book to those who would see a tho- 
rough refutation, in every 'particular, of the ridiculous absurdity and charla- 
tanical humbug called Homeopathy ; and trust to their extending its circulation 
whenever its sober reasonings, based on a severe and impregnable logic, a 
calm and temperate representation and refutation of its glaring absurdilies 
and false pretensions, may be made available. 



Surgical Essays and Cases in Surgery. By David L. Rogers, M. D., &c. 
New York, 1860. 

A notice of the volume whose title is displayed above will recall to many 
of our city readers reminiscences connected with the surgical career of one of 
the most rising and successful of the operating surgeons of New York, who 
retired, half a score of years ago, from the active duties of his profession, to 
the enjoyment of an elegant leisure. It is intended by its author to serve as a 
memento to his professional friends, ** to whom it cannot fail to prove inter- 
esting," by recalling old associations and the recollection of cases which they 
" have watched together with mutual hope and fear." 

The volume, which comprises some 160 pages, is made up for the most part 
of detached t)apers and reports of cases heretofore published in the medical 
periodicals of the day, and commencing with the author's Inaugural Thesis 
on " Aneurism," presented to the College, of Physicians and Surgeons, and pub- 
lished in 1822 ; this alone comprises a fourth of the whole number of pages. 
Written at a time when the brilliant operations upqn the great arteries of 
Abernethy, Astley Cooper, Ramsden and Mott, were yet novelties, the young 
surgeon gives evidence, in his sanguine spirit and vigor of style, of the enthu- 
siasm which their achievements had excited, and of his determination to emu- 
late them. His successful cases of ligature of the external iliac artery for 
inguinal aneurism, and of the primitive carotid for an erectile tumor of the 
cheek, which are subsequently detailed, show that his energy and persever- 
ance had secured their usual results. With regard to the views and doctrines 
set forth in the " Thesis," as well as in the subsequent papers on " ligature of 
the innominata," and on ** utility of tying large arteries in preventing inflam- 
mations in wounds of the principal joints, and in important surgical opera- 
tions," the lapse of time, that most impartial of all judges, has rendered our 
criticism unnecessary, by fully demonstrating their value or the contrary. The 
ligature of great arteries has been carried to as great an extent in this city as 
in any part of the world, and the surgeons of New York have not wanted op- 
portunities of judging of the value of the operation on a large scale for the 
cure of aneurism, of epilepsy, of cancerous and other tumors, as well as for 
the " prevention of inflammation in wounds of joints, &c. ;" and whilst it is 
justly regarded as thp most brilliant department of operative surgery, it is, per- 
haps, better for humanity that the strong disposition to employ the ligature 
80 widely, to which the term " mania for tying arteries" has even been applied, 
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is now being replaced by a decided preference for remedies of a more conser- 
vative character. 

A case of fracture of the spine, in which the spinous process of the first 
lumbar vertebra depressed upon the cord, and apparently the cause of para- 
plegia, was removed '* through an incision of about five inches in length,** with 
the assistance of the elevator and Hey's saw, and followed by immediate re- 
turn of sensibility to the extremities, is well worthy recollection, although the 
patient ultimately died. 

Dr. R. also reports a case of epilepsy from depression of bone, in which the 
operation of trephining was followed by cure, a spicula of the internal table of 
the OS frontis being found projecting into the substance of the brain. 

Perhaps the case of most interest in the volume is the successful extirpation 
of an ovarian tumor, connected with a cyst of large size, the parietes of which 
adhered intimately at several points to the peritoneum, "• requiring to be se- 
parated by a tedious dissection, and in some parts the adhesions were so close 
that portions of the peritoneal membrane were removed,'* the operation occu- 
pying two hours. The patient recovered entirely. 

The remainder of the volume is occupied by surgical cases of interest, 
treated, mostly, with ability and success. It is illustrated by four lithographic 
drawings ; one of the ovarian tumor already mentioned ; one a probe-pointed 
knife for the division of fistulas in ano ; and a representation of an instrument 
for the excision of the tonsils, which, though highly recommended in a note 
from Dr. Mott, has not, we believe, been much employed. Before the excision of 
tonsils became a specialily, American surgeons seem to have devoted particular 
attention to the manner of performing the operation, no less than ten new 
instruments and methods of opiating having been proposed and described in 
our country, besides that of Dr. Rogers, viz : by Physiek, A. H. Stevens, C. 
B. Matthews of Philadelphia, A. E. Hosack, A. L. Cox, J. K. Mitchell, George 
Bushe, Wm. B. Fahnestock, N. R. Smith, and J. C. Warren.* Fahnestock*s 
guillotine, and some of its modifications, and the probe-pointed knife, with a 
pair of forceps or double hook, are the only instruments now generally cm- 
ployed ; and we believe we are safe in saying, that after the expiration of the 
present fashion^ which dooms to extirpation so many unoffending glands, and 
which is already passing away, even these will be less frequently used than at 
present, and the necessity of removing tonsijs more rarely recognized by the 
upright and judicious surgeon. 

In concluding our notice of Dr. Roger's book, which is in every point of 
view a highly respectable addition to our surgical literature, we cannot refrain 
from remarking the almost uniformly successful result of the surgical enter- 
prises which he has placed upon record, and well knowing that occasional re- 
verses must attend the best planned operations and treatment, a regret occurs 
to us that Dr. R. has not inserted some of the less favorable consequences of 
surgical operations which, in all probability, in common with the rest of the 
profession, he had from time to time encountered. This might have been 
done all the more gracefully by a gentleman of his surgical reputation, without 
detriment to himself; and perhaps good miight have resulted from such can- 
door, which never can be too much admired, in tempering that morbid desire to 
"operate '* on all occasions, which is apt to be a failing of young surgeons, 
especially when carried away by representations of almost unvarying success 
from their seniors. By such a course, we conceive that the true interests of 
scientific surgery would always be better subserved. We hesitate less in 

* V. System of Operative Surgery, by H. H. Smith, M. D. Philadelphia, 1850. 
Bibliographical index, p. xliii. 
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speaking thus, from the knowledge, derived through several authentic sources, 
that in addition to the case recorded above, Dr. R. operated a second time, for 
the removal of an ovarian tumor, and with a less favorable result. 

The style and appointments of the volume are decidedly creditable, (we 
refer here to the second and corrected edition,) and the lithographic illustra- 
tions well executed, with the exception of the fatty tumor facing p. 152^ 
which has more the aspect of a malignant than a benign growth. 



Lectures on Materia Medica and Therapeutics, delivered in the College of Phy- 
sicians and Surgeons of the University of the State of New York, by Joh;i 
B. Beck, M. D., late Professor of Materia Medica and Medical Jurispru- 
dence. Prepared for the press by his friend, C. R. Gilman, M. D., Professor 
of Obstetrics, &c.,in the College of Physicians and Surgeons, N. Y. Sam- 
uel S. & WUliam Wood. 

The death of the late Dr. John B. Beck, is still fresh in the memory of the 
profession of this city. A lecturer on Materia Medica for over twenty years, 
most of us, who, within that time have commenced our career of practice, 
have had the pleasure of listening to his instructions. He was not only uni- 
versally regarded as an able teacher in his peculiar branch, but as distinguished 
for general learning and ability, and his intellectual advantages were set off 
and adorned by his moral character. Fearless and independent, scorning every 
thing mean and selfish, proud of his profes-ion and jealous of its honor, liberal 
to a fault in every thing connected with medical men and medical science, he 
was a shining example, which if few imitated, every one esteemed and hon- 
ored. The published works of Dr. Beck are not numerous ; some detached 
essays scattered through the medical journals of the city : a number of others 
which have been collected into a volume. The essay on Infanticide, incorpcv 
rated into the standard work of his brother on Medical Jurisprudence, a few 
introductory lectures; and lastly, the little work on Infant Therapeutics, com- 
prehend them all ; what he had written, however, had but increased the desire 
of the public for more, and Dr. Oilman has performed a task exceedingly ac- 
ceptable, by arranging and editing the manuscript lectures on Materia Medica 
and Therapeutics, which Dr. Beck left behind him. To Dr. Gilman himself, 
the task can have been no easy or pleasant one. Where lectures have been 
written, perhaps for many years, they represent not the author's maturer know- 
ledge; they are contributions only to the history of his progress; the errors 
wJiich have been corrected by the advance of science or his own experience, 
may be avoided in addressing the class, though left in the manuscript. It is 
scarcely fair to the reputation of the lecturer to publish such manuscripts with- 
out correction, and yet the work of correction is a delicate and difficult one. 
Fortunately, Dr. Gilman found Dr. Beck*s lectures for the most part, re-written 
and corrected up to a very late period. A few were re- written partially, and " in 
one or two instances, the leaves of the old lectures were intermingled with 
very small portions of new manuscripts." In this way, some errors have crept 
into the book, which it would be well, as it is chiefly intended for the instruc- 
tion of students, to correct in another edition ; thus it is stated (p. 48) that 
the organic alkalies are all solid, though two of them, coneia and nicotina, 
are fluid at ordinary temperatures ; again, that hydrocyanic acid exists in 
the bitter almond, &c. ; and that sugar, starch and wood are composed of six 
equivalents of carbon, five of hydrogen, and five of oxygen. 

The chief value of the book, however, lies in its Therapeutic portion. 
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The volume is, in fact, much more a treatise on Therapeutics than on Materia 
Medica. Here the spirit of system and order, so characteristic of Dr. Beck, 
shows itself in every page^ And this spirit renders the book an admirable one 
for students. Every thing is clear and concise ; there is never any difficulty in 
apprehending his meaning ; he has, too, a decided opinion, and does not, the 
worst fault of a teacher, leave the bewildered student to choose among a mass 
of conflicting authorities. The additions made by Dr. Gilman are so pertinent 
and judicious, as to lead us to regret that they are not more considerable. 



The Elements of Materia Medica and Tlierapeutics, By Jonathan Pereira» 
M. D., &c. Third American edition, enlarged and improved by the author, 
including notices of most of the medicinal substances in use in the civilized 
world, and forming an Encyclopaedia of Materia Medica. Edited by Josefh 
Cabson, M. D., &c. Philadelphia : Blanchard & Lea. 1852. 

It is a new thing, we believe, for an English author to revise and correct 
his works especially for the American market ; yet in this instance, this has 
been done by Dr. Pereira. As both the new London and Dublin Pharmaco- 
poeias have made their appearance since the publication of the English edition, 
this must have entailed no slight amount of labor ; and we hope the learned 
and able author has derived some substantial benefit from it 

The work of Dr. Pereira is too well known to need any extended notice ; 
the &ct that so ponderous a book has already passed through two editions in 
this country, is sufficient evidence of its popularity. It forms the most com- 
plete treatise on the Materia Medica, in all its relations, historical, chemical, 
pharmaceutical, and therapeutical, extant in any language. Its very complete- 
ness renders it unfit for the mere student, but as a book of reference, the prac- 
titioner and the apothecary will find in it an amount of information that they 
can obtain from no other single work. 



Manual of Diseases of the Skin, from the French of M. M. Cazenave and 
ScHEDEL, with notes and additions by F. H. Bukgess, M. D., Surgeon to the 
Blenheim street Dispensary, for diseases of the skin, &c. Second American 
edition, enlarged and corrected from the last French edition, with additional 
notes, by H. D. Bulkley, M.D., Physician of the "New York Hospital, &c.,&c. 
New York : S. S. & W. Wood. 1862. 8 vo. pp. 344. 

The manual of M. M. Cazenave and Schedel is too well known, and its me* 
rits too highly appreciated, both in Europe and in this country, to require any 
praise at our hands. The profession will hear with pleasure that a new edi- 
tion of the translation by Dr. Burgess has just appeared under the editorial 
supervision of Dr. Bulkley, of our city, the former edition having been out of 
print for two or three years. The one now before us is enlarged in size and 
improved in appearance, in the hands of our enterprising publishers, the Messrs. 
Wood. 

We see by the preface that Dr. Bulkley has availed himself of the additions 
and improvements in a new edition by the authors since the former edition of 
this translation was published, the most valuable of which he has incorpo- 
rated with the present work. He has also translated two new chapters, one 
one Scabies and one on Pellagra, and also the greater part of one on Elephan- 
tis GroBcorum, which were re-written in the last French edition. Dr. B. has 
also introduced additional notes, embodying further results of his experience 
and study of these diseases, and we can safely recommend the vvrork, both to 
the student and the practitioner, as one of the most practical works on the 
subject with which we are acquainted. 
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NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 

Stated meetings Dec. Zd, 1851 — Vice Pfesident Carter in the chair, 70 Fel- 
lows in attendance. The minutes of the last stated meeting, and of the two spe- 
cial meetings, on the occasion of the decease of Drs. Rodgers and Manley, were 
read and approved. A communication from Dr. I. C. Townsend of Glen Cove, 
L. I., on the diseases prevalent during the past season in the section of country 
bordering on Long Island Sound, including a circuit of thirty miles, was read 
by the Recording Secretary. The diseases most frequently met with by Dr. T., 
were cholera infantum, cholera morbus, remittent fever and dysentery. There 
has been a remarkable exemption from pthisis in this district for many years 
past, which it is difficult to account for. The paper was received with much in- 
terest by the Academy ; and, on motion, the thanks of the Academy were voted 
to Dr. Townsend, for his communication. 

Tlie special committee of five, appointed at the last meeting in accordance 
with the resolution offered by Dr. S. C. Foster, to report upon the subject of 
establishing schools of instruction in connection with hospitals, reported 
through the chairman, Dr. Foster, in favor of the object proposed, and earn- 
estly recommending the adoption of the following resolutions : 

Resolved^ That the project of establishing practical schools for the teach- 
ing of medicine at the hospitals of this city and state, under the sanction of 
our raedical'societies, meets with the hearty approbation of this Academy. 

Resolved, That a committee of be appointed to prepare a memorial to 

the Legislature, setting forth the advantages of the plan to the community, 
and asking for the enactment of a General Law on the subject, and that said 
committee report at the next regular meeting. After a free discussion on the 
merits of the question by Drs. Parker, 1. Wood, Phelps, Detmold, Batchelder, J. 
R. Wood, Griscom and T. F. Cock, the report and resolutions were adopted. 
On motion of Dr. Bliss, the same committee, with four others to be added, 
were instructed to prepare a memorial to the Legislature. The chair ap- 
pointed Drs. Stevens, Bliss, Griscom, and T. F. Cock. 

Dr. Buck asked for a suspension of the rules to allow him to exhibit a case 
in which he had performed Tracheotomy for (E^ema of the Glottis. After 
having scarified the Epiglottis, the patient fell from his chair in a state of sya- 
cope; the respiration having ceased. Tracheotomy was immediately performed. 
Dr. B. applied his lips to the wound and drew out the blood which had en- 
tered, artificial respiration being at the same time attempted; after persevering" 
in which for a few moments, patient commenced to breathe, and after a short 
period, natural respiration was restored ; patient wore a trachea tube for 82 
hours after operation, when it was dispensed with. The case has gone on 
steadily to recovery, and the patient was exhibited to the Academy with the 
opening in the Trachea nearly closed. An interesting point in the case was, 
the rapid subsidence of the OEdema Glottidis, which is to be attributed to the 
scarifications. Dr. Mott expressed his gratification at the exhibition of this 
case, which he considered a great triumph for surgery. He had lately seen a 
case like this, in which Tracheotomy had saved the life of the patient, but it 
had been necessary to use the tube for a longer period ; he has seen cases in 
which the tube could not be tolerated. On motion of Dr. Mott, the paper read 
by Dr. Buck, was referred to the Committee on Surgery and Surgical Pa- 
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thology ; Dr. Batehelder called up the resolutions introduced by him at the last 
meeting, censuring the New York Medic.il College for having given a diploma 
to a well known irregulnr practitioner of this city, and moved their adoption, 
which was seconded. Dr. H. Green, in vindication of the College, stated that 
he had no personal acquaintance with thin individual until he presented him- 
self at the College that he had tuken the tickets and passed creditable exami- 
nation before both professors and censors, the certificate of the latter of 
which, he read to the Academy. Dr. Batehelder inquired of Dr. G. how often 
this individual had attended the lectures, and whether he had ever studied* 
medicine with a respectable practitioner 1 No answer was given. Dr. Batch- 
elder contended that the character and standing of this candidate was well 
knowti to the Professors, and that this alone was sufficient to have excluded 
him from receiving a diploma. Dr. G. inquired why the New York Medical 
College was singled out as an example? Dr. B. replied. Because the con- 
ferring a diploma in this instance, was the most flagrant outrage ever com» 
mitted upon the rights of the pr«»fession by any Institution. Dr. Anderson, 
was of the opinion that the Academy had no jurisdiction in this matter except 
through the Committee on Ethics. Drs. Beadle and Del mold were in favor of 
the withdrawal of the resolutions ; they were accordingly withdrawn by Dr. 
Batehelder, that they might come before the Committee on Ethics, in the regu- 
lar way. 

A motion to expunge the resolutions from the minutes of the last meet, 
ing, did not prevail. Dr. Roberts, Domestic Corresponding Secretary, read a 
letter from Dr. S. D. Gross, returning thanks for the honor conferred upon 
him by his election as a Corresponding Fellow. The Academy then proceeded 
to the nomination of candidates for office for the ensuing year. Dr. Gardner, 
gave notice that he would read a paper at the next meeting, " On meat in the 
city of New York." 



The tenth Anniversary Dinner of the New York Society for the Relief of Wi- 
dotDS and Orphans of Medical men, took place at the City Assembly Rooms, 
Broadway, on Wednesday, 19th of November, on which occasion one hundred 
and fifty members of the profession were present. At a few minutes after 8 
P. M ., the guests were escorted to their seats by the stewards. President Bliss 
occupying the centre seat, with Rev. Dr. Henry, Judge Daly, Professor Cly- 
mer, President Stevens, I. Wood, on his right; Surgeons Cuyler, U. S. Army, 
B. F. Bache, U. S. Navy, Dr. Francis, Dr. Detmold, President of German Medi- 
cal Society on his left ; Vice President Anderson, supported by the Secretary 
and Managers of the Society, occupied the seats opposite the President and 
guests, while the busts of Hippocrates and Rush, from their pedestals, looked 
approvingly down upon the assembled company. A band of Austrian refu- 
gees occupied the orchestra, discoursing eloquent music, whilst the magnifi- 
cence of the saloon was the admiration of ^l beholders. On the table were the 
following ornaments, constructed expressly for this occasion : Fountain of 
Charity, Temple of Hygeia, Vase of Galen, Column of iEsculapius, Temple 
of Apollo, and Laboratory of Trismegistus. After ample justice had been 
done to the good things provided. Dr. Bliss reported the condition of the 
Society during the past year, and alluded, in very feeling terms, to the 
decease of two of the members. Dr. J. B. Arden, and J. Kearny Rodgers ; he 
also stated that eleven members had been added during the year, and that the 
amount in the treasury, securely invested, was $10,292 94. He concluded by 
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giving, as a sentiment, the first regular toast, ** Our Society : may it continue 
to prosper, so long as there is a widow to be comforted, or an orphan in need 
of sympathy or support." 

To the second toast, " The kindred professions, Divinity, Law, and Physic : 
the teachers, the peace makers, and healers of society," Rev. Dr. Henry, Judge 
Daly, and Dr. Francis responded. Dr. F., after a few remarks in commendation 
of the objects of the Society, delivered a most brilliant eulogy upon the char- 
acter of Benjamin Franklin, holding up his illustrious example for the imitation, 
«nore particularly of the younger members of the profession ; he characterised 
him as the great reformer, the Luther of this Republic. In closing, he 
begged leave to introduce to the Society the direct lineal descendant of Frank- 
lin, Dr. B. Franklin Bache, of the Navy. 

To the third toast, " Our Brethren of the Army and Navy : at home or 
abroad, ever prompt to sustain both the honor of the flag and the dignity of the 
profession," Drs. Bache and Cuyler responded, Dr. Bache playfully remarking 
that he had learned from his ancestor, if nothing else, to " hold his tongue." 

The last toast, ** Woman : the best friend of man," was responded to in a 
very neat speech by Professor Bedford, in which he commended the fair sex to 
the consideration of the bachelor members of the profession, and closed by a 
beautiful tribute to the memory of Dr. J. Kearny Rodgers. 

Volunteer toasts were then in order; Dr. Detmold responded for the Ger- 
man Medical Society to a welcome which was tendered by one of the stewards, 
making, in the course of his remarks, some mysterious allusions to bachelors, 
as if he soon intended to desert their fraternity, (nous verrons). Dr. Du Bois 
announced that he was authorized to say that a member would constitute him- 
self a benefactor by the payment of $150, if two other gentlemen would do 
likewise. Drs. Detmold and Gescheidt immediately volunteered; Drs.Delafield, 
Detmold, and Gescheidt, are therefore the first Benefactors of this Society. 
Dr. Thomas Ward, and Mr. A. H. Ward added their names to the list ; Dr. 
Bedford contributed $100, in addition to $100 previously paid as life mem- 
ber; Dr. W. C. Wallace sent in a donation of $10, and Mr. J. Kelly of $20; 
whole amount received during the evening, $830. The charity fund, well in- 
vested, is therefore $11,000. 

The health of the stewards having been given as a sentiment, Dr Rockwell 
responded in his most happy vein; and after singing " Auld lang syne," the 
company broke up, in the small hours of the morning, all to meet again next 
year, we hope, at the Astor House. 



f^aria. 



DouBSTic. New York Hospital — The committee of the Board of Governors of 
this Institution, to whom was referred the plan for establishing a medical school in 
connection with the Hospital, have r^orted upon the inexpediency of adopting such 
plan, at the present time, before the enactment of a General Law. The Academy of me- 
dicine, however, has reported favorably upon the general proposition, and will probably 
send a memorial to the Legislature for the passage of a General Law granting to each 
hospital with 100 beds, the privilege of establishing a school of instruction, under the 
sanction of the county medical societies. The vacancy in the surgical department, 
occasioned by the decease of Dr. J. K. Rodgers, will probably be filled at the January 
meeting of the Baard. There ar*^ nine candidates for this office, and the competition 
is very active. Bellevue HoapitaL — The decease of Dr. J. R. Mauley, senior con 



1852.] Varta. 125 

suiting physician, has also created a yacaney at this Institution ; the Medical Board, 
at a special meeting, passed resolutions expressiTe of their appreciation of his exalted 
character and services. His portrait, painted by order of the Board, adorns the 
consultation room, and its life like resemblance will long recall his actual presence. 

A new Journal. — The New York Journal of Pharmacy, a monthly of 32 pages, un- 
der the editoral sopervision of Dr. M oCready, will appear on the let of January, sub- 
scription 11^3 a year. This is an ample field, which has been but sparsely cultivated in 
New York ; we consider that the proprietors have shown good judgment in their selec- 
tion of an editor, and we heartily wish the en^rprise success. The Transactions of the ^ 
American Medical Aasoeiation^vo], 4, have just reached us. They form a volume of 
677 pages, including the prize essay on the corpus loteum, the plates of which are beau- 
tifully colored. The reports of the various committees are full and explicit, representing 
the actiial state of medical science in our widel^r extended country. The report on 
medical education, by Dr. Hooker, is severe upon the abuses which at present pre- 
vail, and was so highly approved of, that the Association has recommended to the se- 
veral State Medical Societies to re-publish it for general distribution among the pro- 
fession ; which recommendation will, we hope, be put in practide. Deaths in the 
city (or week ending December 6th, 361. Of these 30, scarlatina; 18, croup; 
11« small pox. Week ending December 13th, 347. Croup, 19; scarlatina, 21 ; 
small pox, 17. Week ending December 20th, 335. Croup, 14; scarlatina, 29; 
small pox, 10 ; the mortality from croup and scarlatina being unusually large. Dr. 
M. Stephenson has commenced a course of lectures on Opthalmic Surgery, at 3b3 
Broome street, to be continued at 3 P. M., on Saturday, until 15th March. The profes- 
sion and students are invited to attend. 

Books received for Review. — HassaPs Microscopic Anatomy, with additions to 
text and plates, by H. Van Arsdale, M. D., from Pratt, Woodford and Co., of this cily ; 
Cazenave on Diseases of the Skin, second American edition, with notes by H. D. 
Bulkiey, M. D., from Messrs. Wood ; Acton on Syphilis, second edition, from J. S. 
Redfield. 

Information wanted. Repeated inquiries having been made of us as to the 

course of lectures which has been advertised in a medical journal of this city, from 
July 1st up to the end of November, we beg leave to ask, when the profession and 
the public are to have an opportunity of attending the course aforesaid ? 

Foreign. Syphilization. — Dr. Turenne, of Paris, has found, as the results of 
his experiments, that Syphilis, like Variola, may, by being inoculated upon a per- 
fectly healthy person, preserve that person from any further attacks of Syphilis, aU 
though the patient may be exposed to take the disease ; just as inoculation of the 
pus in small pox sometimes preserves from any further onset of the disease. Dr. Spe- 
rino, of the Venereal Hospital of Turin, has confirmed these results in fifty- two of 
bis patients ; chancres were almost always produced, which were allowed to heal 
without cauterization. Further inoculations, if the first had not succeeded, produced 
no result; the patient, by being artificially syphilized, had, in fact, become proof against 
Syphilis. But Dr. Sperino has also proved that these inoculations are not only pro- 
phylactiCf but curative. Thus infection need no longer cause uneasiness ; let patients 
nave the courage to get inoculated, and they are proof against Syphilis; or, if they 
have any chronic, or recent chancres, let them be again inoculated, and their pre- 
sent symptoms will entirely disappear. This discovery must have an influence on 
the Sarsaparilla gentry. 

A new Humbug. — Kinesipathy^ or the treatment of disease by movements, ori- 
^nated with a Swedish fencing master, named Ling, and has now become a science. 
The variety of these movements is infinite, and they are considered physiological 
agents of great power ; the principal of them are, " the rising up movement,? the 
'* letting down," and the ** shaking and chopping" movement. " When taken, to be 
well shaken." Vive la bagatelle. 

On excision of the tonsils. — Mr. Harvey, of the Royal Dispensary, in a treatise on 
this operation, has the following conclusions : *• That, in cases of enlarged tonsils, 
the disease is in the mueous membrane generally, and that its morbid condition, when 
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remediable, is so only by means of judicioasly regulated constitutional trealment 
That the tonsils are not merely secrelinj; organs, but that they play a roost impor- 
tant part in the economy, holding intimate symptitbies with important, though distant 
organs. That their extirpation bas led to pernicious results, as bronchial and pahnouary 
disease, injury to the voice, dryness of the throat, and in some cases deafness.'' Accord- 
ing to Mr. Harvey, the removal of the tonsils app^rs to have created wasting of the 
testes in the male, and an equally atrophied couaition of the mammae of females 
thus mutilated. The sympathy existing between the parts about the pharynx and 
the generative organs has not wholly escaped the notice of physiologists, Mr. Lay- 
cook, especially ; but we believe Mr. Harvey was the Hrst to bring it forward as a 
practical objection to removing the tonsils. — Lancet. 

We commend these results to the consideration of our readers, particularly in this 
city, where so many unoffending tonsils are annually sacrificed ; we plead for them, 
not as mere lumps of flesh, which are m the way, but as organs whose functions and 
sympathies are too important to justify this* indisciiminate mutilation. Dr. Pereira 
has been appointed Physician to the London Hospital, in place of Dr. Framptou. 

Diseases of Joints — Novel treatment. Mr. Gay, of the Royal Free Hospital, has for 
some time past, been in the habit of treating diseased joints by making one or more 
incisions down to the diseased joint, with a view of letting out the debris, the rem- 
nants of the cartilages, &,c., which seem to him one of the principal obstacles to the 
procuring of anchylosis; a healthy iTiflamation is thus set up, which results in firm 
and complete anchylosis. The constant success which has attended this plan, seems 
calculated to bring about a complete revolution in the treatment of these lesions. 
A case of disease of the elbow joint, another of excision of the os calcis, treated in 
this way, and followed by anchylosis, is reported in the London Medical Gazette, 
for October ; Mr. Gay also reports a case of Necrosis of the rib, of twenty-four years* 
standing, cured by the removal of a portion, two inches in length. 

Ununited fracture treated by insertion of ivory pegs.— \n ununited fracture of 
both bones of the leg, of 18 months* standing, in which a false- joint existed, and in 
which all the usual methods of treatment had failed, was treated by Mr. Stanley, 
after the Dieffenbach method. Patient being put under chloroform, two holes were 
bored in each fragment, ivory pegs were hammered into these openings, the flaps 
were replaced and the limb put in a fracture box. Inflammation and suppuration occur- 
red, which latter was discharged by-taking out one of the pegs. Two months after, 
Mr. Stanley removed the pegs, and found that the portion driven into the bone had 
been absorbed. The operation was entirely successful. 

Medicine for the Million.— T.\eTe is a fashion in quackery, and medicines go 
out and come in, just like hoops, long waists, hanging sleeves, or any other article 
that caprice may one day patronize and the next day repudiate. Formerly, /)»/2« 
carried every thing before them, and people swallowed their hundreds of No. 2 with 
a disregard of No. 1, that was really astonishing. After pills, there was a slight 
movement in favor of lozenges, until the public 'suddenly turned to ointment, and 
stuck to it for a tolerably long period. 1 be last new mania is for sarsaparilla, which 
is said " to destroy every kind of humors.** We should be glad of an answer to a 
little problem we propose. How is it that any body dies at all, when there are 
several hundred quack medicines, each of which is said to save annually so many 
millions of lives, that by adding up even a small portion of them, it would seem 
that the lives of the whole human race are being saved every year ; yet the number 
of deaths go on at the same rate as usual. The advertisements also show, that the 
quantity of children cured by one sort of stuff or other, exceeds the whole number 
of children brought into the world, during the period specified. We can only Eolve 
the problem by supposing that the same child is cured over and over again iu order 
to Warrant the estimate. — Punch, 

Sale of Arsenic. — Another conviction has taken place under the recent act. 
A druggist was charged at petty sessions, with having unlawfully sold two ounces 
of arsenic to a person under age, and the arsenic not being mixed with soot or in- 
digo, as required by the act. The sale was proved, and the defense was, that the 
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dragr^isi did not know the act was in force, and thoaght the purchaser was 21 years 
of age. He was fined JC5 and costs. It is to be hoped that other poisons may be 
included in the provisions of the act, so that the suicide and murderer may be 
baulked in their desire for crimes. — Lancet. We trust that at the next session of our 
Lefrislature.an act with simrlar provisions may be passed. The influence. of the State 
Medicttl Society, joined to that of the Academy of Medicine could ensure such 
a result 

The recent meetings of the French Academy have been almost entirely occupied 
with discussions on two important subjects, " Congenital Syphilis and its manifesta- 
tions," and " on the Treatment of Tuberculous of the Testis." M. Velpeau is against 
all operative measures in tuberculous testis, as it is a disease not compromising life, 
and frequently getting well spontaneously. M. Lugol died recently at Passy, at an 
advanced age. The bi-chromate of potash is now extensively employed in Paris in 
the treatment of Syphilis, as a substitute for mercury and iodine. 

French Medical Societies. — The Medical Society of the 2d district of Paris has 
started the project of forming, over the whole kingdom, semi-official commiltees, to 
be elected annually ; their duty to consist in keeping registers of duly quaiifled prac- 
titioners in their neighborhood, and to prosecute illegal practitioners ; also, to watch 
over professional dignity and interests, and they shall have the power of censuring 
members of the profession who commit irregularities. They will also act as a court 
of arbitration between medical men and their patients, when disputes arise, so as to 
avoid j udicial proceedings. We heartily wish our French brethren success. — Lancet 



TO THE MEDICAL PROFESSION IN NEW ENGLAND AND NEW YORK. 

The undersigned, a Committee of the American Medical Association on the Epidemics of New 
England and New Yoric, would invite the attention of the profession within the limits above named, 
to the subject of their Investigations. 

It is obvious that the value of the report which will be made, must depend upon the accuracy 
and the extent of the information which the committee may be able to gather. And for this infor> 
mation, we must look to observers in different portions of the fields assigned to us. If the physi- 
cians in each district of this field, would see that 8ome one of their number report to us what may 
be calkd the general facts in regard to the prevalence of epidemics, and then, if individuals would 
give us the results of their personal experience in practice, a fund of valuable information would 
be placed hi our hands. Tne points of inquiry to which attention should be directed are so obvi- 
ous, thai the committee need not to particularize them. The investigation is intended to cover only 
the year ending December 31, 1851. 

In order that the committee may have time to collate and digest the materials which they may 
receive, they request that all communications be made to them, previous to the Ist of March nexU. 

Dec. 15, 1851. 

WoRTHiNOTON HooEKR, Norwlcb, Couu. 
Hknrt D. Bulelct, New York. 
IIkm&y 6. Clark, Boston. 



[In Inserting this letter, as an act of courtesy to Dr. R., we must insist upon its being the last of 
this controversy, so far as our columns are concerued.~£D.] 

Columbia Co., Geo., Dec. 20, 1851. 
Dear Sir : I see in your December number a card over my name, inserted upon the request of 
Dr. P. M. Robertson. I will here remaric, that I am only responsible far what I publish^ and as I 
never published such a document, I shall neither be responsible for it, or its contents. This is my 
explanation, and I hope in justice, you will favor it with an early insertion in the Times, With 
many wishes for your suecess, I am, dear sir, very respectfully, 

H. A. Ramsat. 



OBnUABT NOTICES. 

Dr. Jamkb R. Manlkt, departed this life on the 21st of November, aged 70 years. He was a 
native of this city, and belonged to a family well known among the old Knickerbockers. He re- 
ceived his education at Columbia College, where he grhduated in 1799. From the same Institution, 
which at that time, had a medical faculty, he received the degree of Doctor of Medicine, in 1803. 
His inaugural dissertation was a treatise on the Yellow Fever. During his long life in this city he 
received many professional distinctions. He was President of the County Medical Society of New 
York, President of the State Medical Society of this State in 1825 and '26, and for twenty-four years 
Censor for the Southern District of New York. He held, also, for a period of twelve years, the 
office of Resident Physician of this City, through the administrations of De Witt Clinton. Yates, 
Throop, and Marcy. He was an able and industrious writer, and among the productions of his pen 
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a nnmber of discourses and public addresses will be famillaiiy remembered, the most conspkni- 
ous of which, were his discourses on the death of De Witt Clinton, and his addresses before the 
State Medical Society. He succeeded Dr. MitchelU as one of the editors of that well known and 
valuable periodical, The Keto York Medical Repository^ and continued editor of that work imtil 
Its cloee, in conjunction with Dr. Pascalis. 

He held the Chair of Lecturer on Obstetrics in the College of Physicians and Surgeons during 
one year, and for many years he was one of the Trustees of the College. He was an eflScient and 
active member of the New York Academy of Medicine, was one of Us Vice Presidents, and deliT- 
ered the Annual Address in 1849. 

He was a man of acknowledged ability and great decision of character. Bold and fearless in 
his exposure of abuses in our profession, more particularly in connection with medical education, 
those of us who were present at the first meeting of the American Medical Association in Phila- 
delphia, can testify to his faithful dealings with the colleges which had 'graduated, either those who 
were disqualified, or who were, from their character, unworthy of the honor of a diploma. Would 
that our profession had a few more of such men as Dr. Manley, that in this degenerate day, they 
might ^^cry aloud, and spare not," until these abuses are corrected* On the occasion of his dece::se, 
appropriate resolutions were passed by the Academy of Medicine, St. Nicholas Society, and the 
Medical Board of Bellevue Hospital. 

At a special meeting of the New York Academy of Medicine, held on the 33d November, 1851, 
Dr. Molt having announced to the Academy, the decease of Dr. James R. Manley. late Vice Pre- 
sident, the following preamble and resolutions were ofibred by Dr. Francis, and unanimously 
adopted. 

Wheieaa, this Academy has received intelligence of the decease of their late Vice President, 
James R. Manley, M. D., of this city, and an active member of this Institution : therefore, be it 

Resolvedt That, In the decease of Dr. Manley, we mourn the loss of a warm and ardent friend of 
this Academy: of one distinguished by his long professional career in the walks of medical science ; 
who had received the distinctive marks of the approbation of the faculty In being chosen to preside 
over, at different times, the interests of many prominent associations devoted to medical knowledge 
and improvement ; of one, who as a writer, evinced singular ability and acumen in medical dis- 
quisition. « 

In commemoration of the death of our departed friend. 

Resolved^ That we will attend, in a budy, the funeral of the deceased, and wear the usual badge 
of mourning, in remembrance of his virtues. 

Resolved, That these proceedings be published, and that his bereaved family be furnished with 
a copy of these proceedings. 

JOHN G. ADAMS, M. D. 

Recording Secretary, 

James E. De Kut, M. D., died at his residence, Oyster Bay, Long Island, on Friday, Novem- 
ber 21st, set. 59. Dr. De Kay was a native of this city, and a resident, until within a few years. 
Educated at Colombia College, he received his medical diploma from the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, and afterwards spent several years in Edinburgh, Paris and Berlin. Returning to 
his native land, he devoted the energies of his well-stored mind to the study of Natural History, a 
department of science but lltUe cultivated in this country at that period. He was an active mem- 
ber of the Lyceum of Natural History, and has done, perhaps, as much as any individual member 
towards the collection of Its valuable Museum. In 1831 ana '32, he accompanied his father-in-law, 
the late Henry Eckford, to Constantinople, and on his return, published an interesting volume on 
the manners and habits of the Turks. In 1836, when the Geological Survey of the State was or- 
dered by the Legislature, the important department of Zoology was assigned to Dr. De Kay. ^ The 
labor of a life" was *^ by law" to oe crowded Into a brief period. He labored night and day, and 
finished the work assigned to him, occupying four massive volumes. Mammalia, Aves, Places et 
Reptilia, and Conchologia. But In the words of a friend, ** he finished, also, th j stock of health 
In which he entered upon It, for from that period, his physical energies became Impaired. 
He sought relief in lighter labors— for he was never Idle— but the stout fi-ame was shaken too 
severely to regain its wonted strength. His cheerful temper and unimpaired mind, however, 
survived to the last hour: and surrounded by the members of his devoted family he calmly and 
quietly expired, leaving a wide circle deeply and sincerely to lament the death of a devoted hus- 
band, a kind father, a warm-hearted fHend.and a good and useful citizen, of whom It may be truly 
said that his scientific attainments, coupled with his social virtues, were only equalled by his unolK 
truslveness and his unaflbcted simplicity of deportment." 

Died, on the 12th of December, James Cameron, M. D., aged 66 years. His disease was an ob- 
struction of the cystic duct, from the symptoms of which he had, at intervals, suffiered for many 
years ; during the eight months previous to his death, he experienced a paroxysm as often as once 
a week ; he died from exhaustion. In consequence of his own request, no post mortem examina- 
tion was made, which is to be regretted, as his symptoms were in some respects obscure. Dr. C. 
was a gnuiuate of Glasgow University, and practlcea his profession for several years in Edinburgh. 
In 1^1, he came to this city, where he has been well known as a successful and indefatigable prac- 
titioner for upwards of thiriy years. He was a member of the County Medical Society, an active 
Fellow, and an ardent friend of the Academy of Medicine, a manager and life member of tlie So- 
ciety for the Relief of Widows and Orphans of Medical Men, an honest and a christian man. 
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QUACKERY IN THE SCHOOLS AND IN THE PROFESSION. 

HO. I. 
^ Nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in malice." 

My object in these papers T^ill be, to discuss and illustrate the sub- 
ject proposed in my title, and in the spirit of the motto which I have 
adopted. I shall do it very familiarly and explicitly, so that those who 
are guilty will make no mistake as to the application of the strictures in 
their case. An accuser I may be considered, and it may be, an accuser 
of my brethren; but I shall bring no ** railing accusation" against any 
one. I shall avoid personality ; and when I relate facts in regard to 
persons, it will be simply because it is necessary to the proper illustra- 
tion of my subject. I shall endeavor to give no clue to the individuals 
agfunst whom my shafts are aimed. And if the wounded neither cry 
out themselves, nor permit their friends to do, it for them, they may, in 
most cases, be entirely unknown to my readers. My wish is to expose 
abuses, rather than the perpetrators of them. If the abuses are quietly 
abandoned — ^if the oflfenders go and sin no more — ^my object will be 
gained. I desire not so much to throw obloquy, as to produce convic- 
tion and repentance. I have no wish to perpetuate the remembrance of 
a sin after it is repented of and forsaken ; and therefore woidd choose to 
avoid fastening the odium of an offence upon any one, unless he be an in- 
corrigible offender. If any of my readers gtMsa whom I mean, in my 
of my strictures, I am not responsible for their guesses. They may guess 
right, or they may fix upon some one who has smned in the same way 
with the one whom I mean. This latter will be apt to occur when the 
abuse attacked has been prevalent to any extent in the profession. And 

TOL. I. — ^NO. 5. 9 
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it may happen, too, that ofifenders may think themselves to be individually 
attacked, when they are wholly unknown to the author, and to those 
who have furnished him with facts ; and are only hit in the persons of 
others, guilty of a similar offence, committed under similar circumstances. 

With these preliminaries, I proceed to my task. I shall pursue no 
precise method, but shall remark on such topics as suggest themselves 
to my mind at the moment. 

There is much quackery in the Schools of Medicine, in connection with 
the granting of Diplomas. In the active rivalry of the schools, not 
only have loose practices crept in, but some which exert a positive and 
palpable influence in upholding quackery. With some, numbers are the 
great object, and Uttle regard is paid to qualifications, or moral character. 
Degrees have even been given to men of whom it was known, that their 
intention was to practice quackery. And such acts have been gravely 
defended by the friends of those who have perpetrated them, and in some 
cases, by the perpetrators themselves. I will therefore examine this 
matter with some particularity. 

I will suppose a case. A young man, whose intention, it is known, 
is to practice homoeopathy, applies for matriculation. What is the duty 
of the professors ? Three courses present themselves to their consider- 
ation. One is, to admit him, asking no questions as to his intentions, and 
at the conclusion of his course of study, give him a diploma, if he pass 
a satisfactory examination. Another is, to let him attend the lectures, 
and receive the pay for his tickets, informing him that he must not ex- 
pect to receive a diploma. Another is, to reject his application alto- 
gether. 

For the first course, no plea can be set up which has even the sha- 
dow of plausibility ; for, according to the conditions on which degrees are 
conferred, the applicant is to study a specified length of time, commonly 
3 years, (including the lecture terms,) in the office of some physician. 
Now what a farce must it be for one, as a preparation for the practice of 
homoeopathy, to spend 3 years under Allopathic tuition ! And if any 
school is willing to lend itself to such a farce, it must labor under a deep 
anxiety to swell the number of its graduates. 

The same objection lies in some degree against the second course 
mentioned. 

The applicant may prate of freedom of opinion; but to this it may 
be replied, that as he has made up his mind to be a homoeopathic physi- 
cian, freedom of opinion has nothing to do with his case. Consistency 
on his part requires that he should go where homoeopathy is taught 



1852.] Quackery in the Schools cmd m the Profession. 131 

and so obyious is this, that no motive can be assigned for his present ap- 
plication, but a wish to endorse his quackery with the seal of true science, 
that thus he maj stand up with more effrontery before the public. 

It is plain that the third course is the one which should be adopted. 

Before dismissing this point I would remark, that the question would 
be a very different one if homoeopathy were, like other medical doctrines 
broached by physicians in its attitude, before the profession. Though it 
be absurd, if it had endeavored to get its foothold among medical men 
alone or chiefly, then as advocates of freedom of opinion in medicine, 
the professors in our schools would be bound to admit hompeopathists into 
the ranks of their students. But homoeopaihy has ignored the profession 
as such, and has appealed to to the public. And, if to the public we 
let it go>we cannot be accused of repressing freedom of opinion. Hconoe- 
opathy has not waited to be banished from the domains of science, but 
has banished itself, and has put on the gai*b, and adopted the modes and 
tactics of quackery ; and now to claim for its motley herd of votaries the 
privileges and honors which science gives, is rather impudent. Homoeo- 
pathy has chosen its position, and if we say let it keep it, the imputation 
of exclusiveness does not he against us. 

Take now another case. The applicant has been in practice as a 
homceopathist. He comes under two supposable conditions. First, he 
designs to add the dignity of a diploma to his quackery. He has shrewd- 
ness enough to see that homoeopathy is a tii^sue of fallacies, and adopts it 
only because it is popular. He intends to cheat his employers, and wishes, 
in order to do so effectually, to avoid, by a knowledge of Allopathic me- 
dication, the obvious bad results which occasionally come from exclusive 
devotion to homoeopathic principles. Second, he is an honest believer — 
a dupe, and the laughing-stock of the cunning and shrewd homceopathist. 
This is certainly a rara avis. There are few honest believers among 
the practitioners of homoeopathy. In either case, the applicant should be 
refused. Besides the reasons which apply to the case imder considera- 
tion, equally with the case which I first supposed, there is another : the 
applicant comes as a transgressor of one of the fundamental rules of our 
organization as a profession. He has practiced, without preparatbn, 
already. He should be rejected then, even if he be one of the rare hon- 
est ones. 

The remarks which I have made in regard to applicants frobi the 
ranks of homoeopathy, apply equally well to other forms of quackery — 
Thompsonism, Eclecticism, <!^c. 

Suppose still another case. The applicant has been not only a 
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qaack» but a notorious one. He has used the worst appliances of quack- 
ery ; and the guilt of iniquitous and barefaced extortion is fastened 
upon him by the clearest and most abundant proof. 

Can there be a plainer case than this ? Is there to be offered a rea- 
son for giving such a candidate a diploma, which has the shadow of 
plausibility ? Will any physician, in regular standing, dare to say, that 
if such a man pays for his tickets, and passes a good examination, he 
cannot jusUy be refused a diploma ? 

I have always supposed that the schools have some little regard to 
character in granting diplomas. They have avowed this in their annual 
circulars. But, perhaps it will be contended that the practice of quack- 
ery has nothing to do with an inquiry into moral character. Indeed, I 
have known this to be asserted, even by some, physicians ; and in more 
than one public print it has been implied, if not distinctly avowed. Let 
us then examine this point in relation to the case supposed. The only 
case in which the quack can be considered innocent is, when he con- 
scientiously believes in his quackery. It will not be pretended that this 
is true of all quacks. A large proportion of them are cheats to a greater 
or less degree ; and the greater the imposture, the greater, obviously, 
is the bearing of the quackery upon the question of moral character. At 
all events, in the case supposed, its bearing on this question is most pal- 
pable. The shrewd, cunning, extortionate empiric, cannot, for a mo- 
ment, be considered a man of good moral character. He is not merely 
an impostor, but a swindling one. He every day obtains money on false 
pretences, and if he be a very successful quack, he does this to an enor- 
mous extent. I allow, that the offence is not in such a form, in the eye 
of the law, that it sends the offender to the State's Prison. Still, the 
offence is there, and none the less deserves the punishment because it 
escapes it. The public sentiment of the community is very lax in regard 
to this matter, but we hope that the time will come when the medical 
cheat will be considered, as he really is, upon a par with other cheats. 
Lax as the community are on this point, the medical profession would 
far outvie them in this respect, if it should permit such a man to receive 
its seal of approbation in the shape of a diploma. 

But the offence in the case supposed, is not only an immorality of the 
grossest character, but it is a specific immorality ; an immorality aimed 
directly and specifically at our profession. The quack has bid defiance 
to the profession, and has done all that he could to discredit and destroy 
it; and now shall the profession give a diploma to him, pocketing the 
pitiful fees, and coolly excuse itself by the plea that the appUcant had 
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money enough to pay for the honor, and had acquired knowledge enough 
to pass the requisite examination ? Could the profession do a more hase 
or suicidal act than this ? 

Suppose a parallel case. Let it be proved that a lawyer has ob- 
tuned money on false pretences. The profession would not harbor him 
a moment, but he would at once be cast out of the bar. So, too, if his 
student were implicated with him, he could not be admitted to practice. 
And shall the medical be less careful than the legal profession of its ho- 
nor and its morality ? 

It makes no dififereace what form the quackery assumes, what spe- 
cialty it adopts as its mode of filching from the pockets of its dupes ; 
whether it be the secret disease specialty, the eye, the ear, the uterine, 
or any other. There is no dignity attached to one form that should en- 
title it to favor, which is refused to other forms. Quackery should be 
frowned upon by the profession in whatever connection it appears. 

The only case in which it can be claimed with any plausibility that a 
degree should be given to such an applicant as I have supposed, is, when 
the quackery has been repented of. In such a case, we should at least 
require that the evidences of repentance should be of the most satisfac- 
tory character. And if the cheating has been gross and long continued, 
repentance should be deemed almost an impossibility. As this is the 
case, and as it is difficult to distinguish feigned from real penitence, no 
exception should be made in favor of such an appUcant. If his penitence 
be sincere, he will be willing to suffer the denial of the privilege as a part 
of the penalty for his former grievous sins. 

Now, if a school grant a degree to a quack of the character that I 
have supposed, the offence should be made the subject of pubHc rebuke, 
and of discipline on the part of the profession. Unless this be done, the 
profession is, in some sense, guilty of the act. It may be fairly con- 
sidered particeps criminis, unless it disown the act, for the school is the 
agent of the profession. The disgrace of the act attaches itself to the pro- 
fession just so long as it does not disown it. It attaches itself also to 
every one connected with the school, and no honorable man can preserve 
his honor, if he retain his connection with the school, unless the disgrace 
be wiped off. 

I will not attempt to show in what way the rebuke and the disci- 
pline required in such a case, should be administered. But one thing is 
clear, that the profession in the community where the offence is com- 
mitted, have a special responsibility in regard to it. And there should 
be no compromise, especially if the act be defended. Nothing but a full 
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confession of the wrong, and a promise to do better, should be satisfac* 
tory after the commission of so gross an oflfence. This, unfortunately, is 
all that can be done. The evil that is inflicted upon the school and the 
profession by such an act is, in a great measure, irreparable. The quack's 
name cannot be erased from the list of graduates ; and if it could be, bia 
diploma cannot be taken from him. 

It is an awkward position in which such an act places a medical 
school ; and it is rendered especially so, if any of the professors have 
been guilty of quackish practices somewhat akin to those of the quack 
upon whom they have conferred the diploma. 

It in ay appear to some to be unnecessary to discuss such points as 
I have introduced into this paper ; but circumstances and remarks which 
have been dropped by individuals out of our profession, and even by 
some physicians, have seemed to me to indicate the necessity of such a 
discussion. Some points which have been involved in doubt, n^ded to 
be settled, or at least, to be brought into distinct view, and a confusion 
of ideas, existing in some minds in regard to them, needed to be re- 
moved. This I have attempted to do, and I hope that what I have said 
may prove both interesting and profitable to your readers. Probk. 



Laryngitis threatening Suffocation — Dysenteric Symptoms — Premature 
Labor of Twins — Recovery. — By J. W. Corson, M. D., one of 
the Physicians to the Brooklyn City Hospital. 

Mrs. , aged 38, spare, but active, with no evidence of tubercu- 
lar taint, and nearly 8 months pregnant, having been exposed to cold 
after washing linen, was seized early in October, with the ordinary 
symptoms of rather severe laryngitis; and on the 16th, or ten days 
after, I was called to prescribe. 

Her features were then anxious and" sometimes flushed, voice hoarse, 
hollow, and often but a loud whisper, with difficult breathing, sense of 
constriction, shoulders elevated, dry, croupy cough, tenderness on pres- 
sure over the larynx, tongue slightly furred, fauces and uvula red and 
inflamed, epiglottis firm and protuberant to the finger, difficulty in swal- 
lowing, some thirst, loss of appetite, pulse 130, hard and wiry. There 
was no evidence of chest trouble, except a little congestive bronchial' 
^wheezing. 

Ordered three grains of Dover's powder, with two grains of calomel, 

every four hours, leeches to the top of the sternum, with liquid fari- 

ceous diet. The leeches bled freely. She was slightly relieved next 
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day. Applied a solution of the nitrate of silver of 40 grains to the 
ounce, with the whalebone and sponge, several times to the top of the 
larynx, with less and less relief, and more and more distress, till forced 
' at last to desist. Directed a blister to the top of the sternum, and free 
draughts of sweetened mucilage of gum arabic. 

Three days after, or on th^ 18th, with the access of tenderness of 
the gums, and the mercurial foetor, all the symptoms improved, and the 
mercurial and anodyne were continued in smaller doses. 

19th« — Gums less tender, laryngeal symptoms more severe. Con- 
tinue the powders. 

20th. — Suddenly called. Found convulsive gasping, and threat- 
ened suffocation ; face dusky and anxious ; respirations violent, Tvheezing 
and only 9 per minute; pulse 130, small and feeble. Chest still clear 
except a little bronchial sibilus, as before. 

Sent for the instruments, to be ready for tracheotomy if necessary. 
When they arrived, the suffocative paroxysm had abated, and the pa- 
tient rallied a little. 

In consultation with my friends, Drs. CuUen and Cochran, and with 
the subsequent kind approval of Drs. Minor and Landon, it was then 
decided to defer the operation till more necessary, and to persevere ur- 
gently with the mercurial treatment. 

Ordered powders, containing 3 grains of calomel, a quarter of a 
grain of opium, and a grain each of ipecacuanha and sanguinaria, to be 
taken every hour, and an ointment of the extract of belladonna, with the 
iodide of potassium, to be rubbed frequently upon the throat. In a few 
hours, the more threatening symptoms abated. 

21st. — Rested tolerably in the night; vomits after each powder; 
free ptyalism ; complains that the mouth is very sore ; breathes easily ; 
face tranquil ; reduced the powder to one qvery 3 hours. Towards 
evening, had abdominal pain, succeeded by griping and frequent, co- 
pious greenish stools. Increased the opiate ; ordered warm fomentations 
to the bowels. 

22. — Purged much last night; tenderness along the colon; tongue 
streaked with brownish fur ip the centre ; pulse 124 ; tenesmus; stools 
frequent, small, slimy and bloody, or in other words, dysenteric, (much 
dysentery prevailing ;) throat symptoms much relieved ; mouth dis- 
tressingly sore ; discontinued the powders ; ordered a mixture of six- 
teen grains of opium, and ten grains of the bicarbonate of potass, in 
eight ounces of mucilage of gum arabic ; directed a tablespoonful every 
3 hours, till the discharges were checked ; starch and laudanum injec* 
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tions. To relieve tbe mouth, a gargle was prepared, consistiDg of two 
scruples eacb, of extract of conium and tannic acid, in an ounce and a 
half of honey, with half an ounce of rose water and ten drops of the oil 
of wintergreen — a teaspoonful to be added to half a teacup of water. 

23. — Breathing much better ; hoarseness diminishing ; stools bloody, 
but less frequent ; commencing uterine pains, a slight show, indica- 
tive of premature labor ; pulse 120. ' In my necessary absence during 
the night, my friend and associate, Dr. Landon safely delivered her, af- 
ter an hour and a half of natural, easy labor, of two small, but living fe- 
male children. Rather free flooding was judiciously left unchecked. 

24th.^Found a marvelous change for the better, since delivery ; 
has slept quietly ; breathing and expression calm ; bowels nearly quiet ; 
skin moist and naturally warm ; pulse soft, compressible and only 80. 

From this time, she steadily improved till November 1st, when there 
was only a little huskiness of the voice remaining, and she was ordered 
a more liberal animal diet. 

Nov. 5th. — Found her sewing, as she said, for her ten children ; able 
to sit up all day ; voice natural ; throat entirely relieved ; twins thriving; 
patient discharged. 

Remarks. — Two or three very interesting practical questions are 
suggested by the above case, m addition to its necessary details. Ought 
a case like this, neither chronic, nor at first violently acute, but still ac- 
companied with great constitutional disturbance, to have had more he- 
roic treatment ? Should she have been freely bled from the arm ? 

Estimating " two copious bleedings," not measured, at 40 ounces. 
General Washington lost 84 ounces of blood in the 24 hours before his 
death, *• without the smallest apparent alleviation of his disease." Our 
valued friend. Dr. Francis,'a8 recorded by the late Dr. Beck,* besides 
•' leeches to the throat," was bled seven times in one week, and again on 
the 10th day, to the amount of 184 ounces in all ; and only after the in- 
fluence of mercury and antimony had been felt, did the last bleeding 
make any impression. 

Perhaps, after all, it is scarcely fair to rely so much on any single 
remedy in a disease so rapidly fatal as the most acute form of laryngitis, 
and especially the oedematous variety. In 17 cases observed by Bayle, 
only one recovered. Of 28 cases recorded in the excellent treatise of 
Ryland, only 10 survived, and the majority died between the 1st and 
5th days. 

* Researches. 
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Nor is unmeasured bloodlettingr, especially in the aged» always free 
from danger. In tbe struggle for breath and life, slight syncope may 
be the feather that breaks the camel's back. Dr Cheyne, in his article 
on Laryngitis in the Cyclopedia of Practical Medicine, has given some 
valuable cautions on this subject. 

After a full bleeding or two, even m desperate cases, we should ra- 
ther trust to antimony, and mercury rapidly administered, and the ap- 
plication (not too near the trachea) of what the French term a '* cloud 
of leeches," to be repeated if necessary. And this topical depletion is 
endorsed by eminent German authorities. Caustatt* and Schonleinf re- 
commended, in severe attacks, as many as 20 leeches. 

In the above case, the stage of the disease, and advanced pregnancy, 
led us to omit general bleeding and trust milder means. 

Tartrate of antimony was avoided for fear of mducing premature la- 
bor by vomitmg. After leechmg, our main dependence was calomel. 
Mild action was not sufficient, and it was necessary, to carry out Dr. 
Beck's recommendation, to induce "free ptyalism," so as to cause ''co- 
pious secretions from the glands of throat and mouth." Indeed, ex- 
cept when complicated with tubercles or erysipelas, we believe there is 
no single remedy in laryngitis to be compared to mercury. And was 
this mercurial influence which, in the above instance, apparently saved 
life, the cause of the miscarriage ? A friend, in extensive practice, has 
never known an instance of mercurial ptyalism, during pregnancy, not 
followed by abortion or premature labor. 

And yet this dreaded event, in the above case, by its powerful revul- 
sion reduced the pulse 40 beats in a single night ; relieved the difficult 
breathing, by giving more space ; checked the dysenteric symptoms by 
local depletion, and removing a mechanical irritant, and proved in every 
way fortunate. 

The solution of the nitrate of silver at length seemed to do more 
harm than good. Why ? Was it too strong ? Though more so than 
Dr. Graves and some others recommend, yet Trousseau and Belloc| used 
very successfully the far stronger proportion of one part of the nitrate of 
silver to two of water. With all the recent valuable experience of its 
good eflfects in the decidedly chronic forms, we fear that in more acute 
cases, especially, we have much yet to learn respecting the exact stage 
in which it is safe and beneficial. 

We once knew, in the practice of a judicious friend, sudden death from 

• Handbuch der Medioioishen Klinik. t Vorlesungen. 

X Traits Pratiqae de la Phthisic Laryng^e. 
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oedema of the glottis, when there seemed previously but severe ordinary 
sore throat from cold, a short time after the apparently appropriate ap- 
plication of a solution of a drachm to the ounce. It might have been 
merely a case of post hoc instead of propter hoe. 

The local application of belladonna, as recommended by Drs. Stokes 
and Graves, seemed, in the above instance, to exert a very happy effect. 
Would the performance of tracheotomy, in case of a second paroxysm 
of suffocation, have been advisable ? We honestly believe the affirma- 
tive. We fully endorse the arguments detailed in the excellent work of 
Mr. Porter, in favor of the earlier performanee of an operation that, with 
so little risk, has saved so many lives. 

A case somewhat more chronic than the above, is communicated in 
Guy's Hospital Reports for 1850, by Dr. Lever. A woman m the 5th 
month of pregnancy having had a relapse of laryngitis, in which mercury 
was perfectly inert, was immediately relieved by tracheotomy, and, at 
her full term, was afterwards safely delivered of a healthy child. 



Some facts relating to the Incubation and the Contagion of Scarlet Fever. 

Dr. A. Clark, presented to the New York Medical and Surgical 
Society, at its meeting on the 6th of December, the following statenfent: 

H. O. Cobb, living in Woodstock, Vermont, had five children. He 
lives in a retired part of the town, four miles from the village, and two 
or three from any much travelled road. The road which passes his 
house is used only by himself and his neighbors ; and his business rela- 
tions are almost exclusively with the village just referred to. On the 
l^th of March last, he visited a friend in Plymouth, (12 miles) taking 
with him his wife and three children. His friend's house was small, and 
the family were suffering from Scarlet Fever. No proper precautions were 
thought of, for the protection of his own children. They slept in this 
house two nights, and returned to Woodstock, on the 19 th. At that 
time Scarlet Fever was not prevailing either in the village or township of 
Woodstock ; and for the previous two months, no case of that disease 
had occurred nearer Cobb's house than Plymouth. 

On the morning of the 20th, something less than three das/s from 
the time he reached Plymouth, and only one day after his departure for 
that place, Cobb's daughter, Mary, one of the children that had visited 
the infected house, was attacked with Scarlet Fever. In the evening of 



1^52.] Incfubation <md Chntagian ofSoarlcOina. 189 

ihe same day, Henry, another of the three children that accompanied 
their father to Plymouth, fell sick of the same disease. 

Two children remained at home, Andrew and Frederick. On the 
23d of March, Andrew was attacked, and Frederick on the 26th. These 
both died, the first on the 7th day of the disease, the other on the 21st. 

The youngest child, though one that accompanied the father in this 
ttolucky visit, was not attacked till the 29th, and died six days after. 

In the same house with Cobb, lived a Mr. Dodge, havmg three chil- 
dren. His rooms were separated from those of Cobb's by a passage, 
which in that region is called an entry. The partition of this " entry," 
on either side, was imperfect, so that the air of Cobb's rooms could find 
its way slowly into those of Dodge's. Dodge's children visited Cobb's 
on the evening of their^ return from Plymouth, and frequently till 
the 21st ; that is, for something more than a day after the child, Mary, 
was attacked. After Dr» Hasen's visit, on the 21st, Dodge's children 
were excluded from Cobb's rooms ; but their mother visited the family 
frequently, and idded in taking care of the sick. On the 2d of April, 
two of Dodge's three children, (Harriet and William,) sickened of Scar- 
let Fever, and on the 3d, (Steams,) the only remaining child, was at- 
tacked. The two boys died, one in 4 days, the other in 7. 

Iforman Cobb lives half a mile from H. 0. Cobb. He had two 
children. His wife, with these two children, visited at H. 0. Cobb's, on 
the evening of the 19 th of March, (the evening after their return from 
Plymouth.) The children were not in the house afterwards, but when 
H. 0, Cpbb's children fell sick, the mother, (Mrs. N. Cobb,) was fre- 
quently there to assist in taking care of them. On the 1st of April, 
Norman Cobb's youngest child became sick of Scarlatina. The other 



Willis, lives two miles from H. 0. Cobb. He has one child. 

This child visited at Cobb's on the evening of the 19th of March, and 
the mother called frequently while Cobb's children were ill. In making 
these visits, she often brought her child with her to the house, but left 
it in Dodge's rooms, while she paid her visit to the sick children, in the 
other part of the. house. This she continued to do until the 30th of 
March, the day on which Andrew Cobb died. This child became ill of 
Scarlet Fever, on the 2d of April. 

Dr. Hasen had two children. He lives in the village, four miles 
from Cobb's house. He attended all the children above named, as they 
fell sick, one after another, visiting them daily, from the 21st of March. 
On the 10th of April, the Doctor's eldest daughter, about 4 years of 
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age, was attacked in the same manner as the children in the Cobb neigh- 
borhood had been, and died on the 6th day after. On the evening of 
the same day, (that is, 6th from the attack of the eldest,) his only remain- 
ing child began to complain. She passed through the several stages of 
Scarlet Fever, and was convalescent after six or seven days. This child 
was with the eldest on the night of its seizure, but afterwards was kept 
apart from her, in the other rooms of the same house. A girl (servant) 
in the doctor's family, about 17 years of age, was attacked with sore 
throat and fever, on the 10th day after the eldest child became sick, and 
the 4th from the attack of the youngest. She had not been in the room 
occupied by the sick children, though she had often brought their food and 
drinks to the door, when they were received by those in the room. On 
the day before her attack, she washed the clothes of the eldest child. 
She recovered after a week of severe illness. 

Raymond, lives 3 miles from H. 0. Cobb, and about half a 

mile from the western extremity of the village. Mrs. Raymond visited 
Cobb's house during the sickness of his children twice, spending most of 
the day nursing the sick. There was an interval of six days between 
these visits. Ten days after the first visit, and four after the second, her 
nursing child was attacked with Scarlet Fever, and nine days after, her 
only remaining child fell sick of the same disease. These both recovered. 
These were all the cases of Scarletina that occurred in Woodstock, dur- 
ing the Spring months of 1861. Raymond's children were attended by 
Dr. Powers. Dr. Clark, who was spending a few weeks at Woodstock, 
assisted Dr. Hasen in the treatment of his own children ; all the others 
were attended by Dr. Hasen. ^ 

These cases throw some light on two points in the history of Scarlet 
Fever. 

1st. The period of Incubation, H. 0. Cobb's children were exposed 
to no contagion, so far as was known, till the 17th of March, and two of 
them were attacked on the 20th, three days after. Andrew did not go 
to Plymouth, and his disease made its appearance on the 23d. He could 
not have been exposed to the contagion before the afternoon of the 19 th. 
If he derived his disease from Mary, or Henry, its period of incubation 
was, at most, only three days. On any admissible supposition, it could 
not have exceeded four days. In Frederick's case, (attacked on the 
26th,) the incubation could not have exceeded seven days ; if he took 
the disease from Mary, or Henry, we can count but six days ; if from 
Andrew, only three. Lastly, the youngest child, was attacked on the 
29 th. This was one of the three that went to Plymouth, If we sup- 
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pose the infection was imbibed there, the incubation was in this case pro- 
longed to Un days at least, and perhaps to twelve; if it took the disease 
from Mary, or Henry, we reduce the time to nine days ; if from Andrew, 
to six ; if from Frederick, to three days. 

Dodge's three children sickened on the 2d and 3d of April, thirteen 
and fourteen days from the first possible exposure; but, from the circum- 
stances detailed above, it is impbssible to fix on any particular day, as 
tbat on which they actually contracted the disease. The same remark 
is applicable to Willis's child ; to that of Norman Cobb, and to the one 
first attacked in Dr. Hasen's family. 

Regarding Raymond's children, we shall be compelled to say, that 
the infant fell sick, either four or ten days after exposure, and that the 
other probably became infected f rom^ the first, in which case the mcuba- 
tion in the second was at most nine days. 

If Dr. Hasen's youngest child derived its disease from her eldest sis- 
ter, the period of incubation in that case was at most six days ; if the 
infection was brought to her by her father, the period becomes uncer- 
tain. 

Dr. Hasen, in a letter dated December 15, 1851, makes a statement 
which may be introduced here. He says, *• on the 24lh of November, 
1850, 1 was called to see a child of Nathaniel Parkhurst, (living just 
out of the village of Woodstock,) who had the day before returned 
from Paxton, Mass. She had been living with an uncle, who at the 
time she left Paxton, was suffering from Scarlet Fever. The disease in 
her case was mild, attended by sore throat, and considerable eruption. 
Parkhurst had three children, besides the one here alluded to. They all 
had Scarlet Fever. Mrs, Parkhurst says, Frederick was attacked just 
nine days after Susan, the child that had lately returned from Paxton ; 
Mary Jane, nine days after Frederick, and Edward just nine days after 
Mary Jane. She is sure that the inteiTal between the seizures was just 
nine days in each case. Michael Myers lives but 10 or 15 rods from 
Parkhurst. He had two children. They both had the disease." 

2d. The possibility of carrying the contagious principle of the disease 
from house to house, by persons in health, even by those who are not them- 
selves liable to contract the affection. Norman Cobb's child visited at the 
house of H. 0. Cobb, on the evening of his return from Plymouth, the 
day before the outbreak of the disease in his family, and at no time after- 
wards ; but the mother was often there, till the day on which her own 
child fell sick. Either Cobb's family brought the infection from which 
this child's disease originated, with them from Plymouth, and conmiuni- 
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cated it before its symptoms "were developed in themselves ; or what is 
more probable, Mrs. Willis carried it from Cobb's house to her own, she 
herself not suflfering from it. 

The history of the disease in Raymond's family, and in Dr. Hasen's, 
illustrates this point] still more strikingly. Mrs. R. spent nearly the 
whole of one day at Cobb's house, washing and nursing the sick child- 
ren ; returned to her own house, (3 miles,) in an open waggon ; and the 
visit was repeated six days after, in the same way. Her nursing child 
slept in the same bed with her, and this child was first attacked. 

Dr. Hasen makes his professional visits sometimes on horseback, but 
commonly in an open waggon. His children had, in no known manner, 
been exposed to the disease, except through him. The cases in Myers' 
family, were the last that had occurred, neai-er than the Cobb neighbor- 
hood, and they had terminated nearly three months before. The doctor, 
then, in all probabihty, carried the contagion about his person, in his 
garments, perhaps, a distance of four miles, notwithstandmg his free ex- 
posure to the fresh air. 

Dr. Hasen's letter, quoted above, was written to answer two inquiries, 
1st. Whether any member of H. O. Cobb's family could have been ex- 
posed to infection of Scarlet Fever in any manner except by the visit to 
Plymouth, on the 17th of March 1 and 2d. What time had elapsed since 
a previous occurrence of the disease in the town or village ? 

To the first of these inquiries Dr. Hasen gives the following reply : — 
" Yesterday I visited H. 0. Cobb's, to make inquiries. His family had 
had no communication, direct or indirect, with Plymouth, or any other 
place, where Scarlet Fever was prevailing, before the lYth of March. He 
lived on a back road, where there was no public travel, so I can see no 
possible conclusion but that his family contracted the disease at Plymouth, 
the lYth to the 19th of March." 

In answer to the second inquiry, the Doctor enumerates the cases 
already quoted, the last of which occurred on or about the 1st of Janu- 
ary, 1851. In concluding the account of them, he says : " These cases 
show its importation from Paxton, Mass. The disease, after using up 
the materials in the family where it first occurred, and in one other, dis- 
appeared. These were the only cases that occurred at that time, and 
we had no cases for months previous." 
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ThA **Aztec^^ Dwarf t, — ^By Jomr L. Le Contb, M. D., Member of the 
New York Lyceum of Natural History. 

We presume it is scarcely necessary to caution our readers ^o place 
no reliance on the ridiculous stories that hare been circulated respecting 
the origin and discovery of these singular objects. No one will be likely 
to believe such a tissue of absurdities. 

In a community of reasoning men, it would likewise appear absurd 
to attempt to show the error of considering them as belonging to a dia- 
tinct race of human beings. 

However many new races yet remain to be discovered, no intelligent 
being would ever dream of indicating any of them upon difiFerences found 
in two idiotic children. As, however, some of the giants of the press, in 
a community where the opinion of the press is frequently the opinion of 
the people, have ventured to pronounce positively on this subject, we 
think a brief statement of the true nature of these objects will not be out 
of place, even though we are able to advance nothing which is not already 
quite familiar to every one of our medical brethren. 

That they are idiotic, will be granted by every one who has observed 
their vacant, unmeaning stare, and their feeble attempts at articulation. 
The fact that they are " improving in intelligence," evidenced by various 
little circumstances, is not against this view ; for this '* improvement" is 
the result of mere imitation, and never displays itself in any action that 
can be considered as springing from an internal intelligence. 

The complexion of the children is precisely that of the majority of 
the inhabitants of Mexico and New Granada ; the ordinary mixture of 
Spanbh, American, and African. 

The intermixture of negro is shown more strongly in the girl, in whom 
the hair is crisp and curly, as in many quadroons. In the boy, this cha- 
racter is much less distinct. This difference alone should be abundantly 
sufficient to destroy the opinion that they are of a distinct race, since, in 
all pure races, there is a perfect accordance in physical characters be- 
tween different individuals. 

The iris of the eyes of both children is of that undecided, muddy hue, 
which is characteristic of the African race ; the slight obliquity of the 
same organs prove an Indian admixture. 

, With regard to the age of the children, nothing exact can be learned, 
as their history is not known. From observation we find that the girl 
has not yet commenced changing her teeth, while in the boy, the supe- 
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rior incisors are advanced only a little beyond the gum, thus indicating 
the age to be respectively about 6 or 7, and 8 or 9 years. 

The resemblance to the Central American sculptures has given to 
these specimens the misnomer of Aztecs. The fact seems to be forgotten, 
that the Aztecs were not the builders of the monuments in question, and 
that they never elongated the head by pressure. The Toltecs, however, 
seem to have done so, and thus produced a form of cranium which, at 
first sight, has some resemblance to the heads of these dwarfs. 

The resemblance is, upon examination, found to be very slight, and 
to depend solely on the direction of tl?e forehead. This identity of direc- 
tion is, however, produced, in the two instances, by very different causes. 
In the case of the ancient Toltecs, compression has elongated the head in 
a direction obliquely upwards, and a line from the eye to the ear cuts off 
a segment greater than a hemisphere, and shows, as in our own race, a 
great cerebral capacity. 

In these idiotic children, a line joining the eye and ear runs off, high 
on the back part of the head, leaving a very small superior segment to 
indicate the cerebral capacity. The obliquity of the anterior outline 
5f the cranium is, therefore, produced by a deficiency of the cerebral 
mass. 

With regard to the sexual propensities said to be manifested by these 
•* Aztecs," it is safer, with our knowledge of their dentition, not to credit 
them, until they are observed by some person who may be considered as 
a dismterested witness. In their conduct towards each other, while run- 
ning about the stage, no symptoms of passion are discernible. 

The remarkable peculiarity of these children is the small size of the 
head, which is not at all disproportioned to the body ; yet the features 
are but little smaller than those of ordinary children of the supposed 
ages. The deficiency is almost entirely in the cranium. 

The singularity of their outline, and the good proportions of the dif- 
ferent parts of the body, entirely take away the repulsive appearance 
which monstrosities usually possess ; and we recommend all our bre- 
thren to avail themselves of the opportunity of seeing them, as such ob- 
jects are not likely to occur again. We mourn over the weakness of poor 
human nature, which requires that even singular prodigies should be 
surrounded by deception and falsehood, before they can receive the 
attention they deserve. 
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NEW YORK HOSPITAL. 

Through the politeness of Mr, J. L. Roome, Saperintendent New York 
Hospital, we are enabled to present the following statistics, in advance of the 
Annual Report: 

1861. 
Total nufi^ter admitted dvLxmg IS51, . . . ' 3,694 

12ematnt7ig' December Slat, 1850, . . .231 



Whole number under treatment during 1851, . . 3,925 

Of these there were discharged, cured, . . . 2,778 

* Died, including 120 Coroner's cases, . . 432 

Remaining on December 31st, 1851, . . . 301 

Percentage of Mortality, 9 per cent. 

Diseases. — Abscess, 37. Bronchitis, 66. Contusion, 98. Coup de Soleil, 
23. Delirium Tremens, 74. Diarrhea, 37. Diseases of Bones, 24. Dis- 
eases of Eye, 64. Diseases of Heart, 9. Dysentery, 82. Dislocations, 16. 
Endocarditis, 18. Erysipelas, 80. Febris, simple, 139. Intermittent do., 143. 
Remittent, 108. Typhus, 585. Fractura, 428. Gun-shot Wounds, 5. Hem- 
orrhoids, 13. Hernia, 6. Paralysis, 28. Peritonitis, 8. Pthisis, 832. Pneiu 
mania, 92, Parturition, 32, Poisoned, 11, Rheumatism^ 2S0, Synovitis, 15, 
Syphilis, 302. Tonsillitis, 17. Tetanus, 1. Tumor, 19. Ulcer, 123. Vstio, 
82. Variola, 14. Vulnus, 107. Malarious Cachexia, 35. 

Statistics of Fbactures admitted during 1851, not including those of 
the Carpus, Tarsus, or Phalanges, by P. G. Le Roy, M. D., Resident Sur- 
geon. — Skull, (simple fracture, 14; compound, 12.) Upper Jaw, 1 ; Lotoer 
Jaw, (simple 13; compound, 5.) Clavicle, 22. Scapula, 6. Sternum, 3. Rils, 
30. Pelvis, 9. Arm, (simple, 30 ; compound, 7.) Fore Arm, (simple, 22 ; 
compound, 3.) Radius, 27. Ulna, 4. Thigh, (simple, 43 ; compound, 9.) 
Patella, 6. Leg, (simple, 60 ; compound, 35.) Fibula, 12. Tibia, 8. Spine, 
4. Total — Simple Fractures, 313 ; Compound, 71. Geand Total — 384. 

Operations Performed durihg the Year 1851. — Amputations, 28. {Arm, 
2 ; Fore Arm, 7 ; Thigh, 8 ; Leg, 10 ; Shoulder Joint, 1.) Extirpation of Tu- 
mors, 9. (Malignant, 5; Non^Malignant, 4.) Strabismus, Converging, 3. 
Ligature of Arteries, (Femoral, 3; Brachial, 1 ; Radial, 1 ; Ulnar, 1.) &7ric- 
/wre, (Perineal section), 7. Trephining, 9. Hydrocele, 8. (Injection, 6 ; Scan- 
ficaiions, 2.) Luxations, 13. Lithotomy, 1. Necrosis, 2. Fa/sc Anchylosis, 1. 
Polypus Uteri,!, Prolapsus Ani, I. Inguinal Hernia, 2. (1 Strangulated ; 
1 radical cure by Injection.) Fistula in Ano, 3. Chopart^s Operation on 
Foot, 1. Excision <^ a portion of the Astragalus, 1 ; oftheOs Brachii, 1. Fa- 
ricocele, 1. Ununited Fracture of Fore Arm^ (Resection), 1 . Deformity of Lip, 1. 
Hemorrhoids, 2. 



BELLEVUE HOSPITAL. 

The following statistics for the year 1851, have been obtained from a reli- 
able source, in advance of the Annual Report. 

* Of the deaths, 120 were Coroner's cases, not long under treatment. 
10 
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j4(2mtsW(ms, Males, 3,043. Females, 3,299. Total, . 5,342 
Remainingat close of 1850, 571 

Total under treatment, 5,913 

Discharged, 4,752 

Died, 552 

5,304 

Remaining January Ist, 1852, 609 

Percentage of Mortality of all under treatment, . . 933 
The proportion of foreigners to natives has been more than 4 to 1. 
Of the diseases, there were Typhus and Typhoid Fever, 

and Sequelse of same, (besiaes those remaining,) . 560 

Of these died, 97 

Whole number of Obstetrical cases, 208 ; of which one was a case of 
twins. Of the Children born, 108 were males, 101 females i 13 were still- 
bom. 

Cases of Puerperal Fever, 9 ; of which 4 recovered, 5 died. Puerperal 
Convulsions, 2. Primipar<B, 100. Conception during Lactation, 5. Presenta- 
tions, LeftOc. Antr., 173; Right do., 28; Foot, 2; Knee, 1; Placenta, 1; 
Breech, 1. 



LeUers on Syphilis, No. 4.— By M. P. Ricord, of Paris. Translated by W. P. 
Lattimore, M. D., for the Med. Times. 

My dear Friend: As I promised, I am about to say a few words concern- 
ing the incubation of Blenorrhagia. Incubation has been made a condition of ' 
virulence. Every virulent malady must present a period of incubation. Thus 
those who admit that Blenorrhagia is the product of a virus, equally admit that 
this virus only determines its first effects after a longer or shorter period of 
incubation. I say longer or shorter, and this not without reason. Authors, 
in the same way as for the incubation of syphilis, properly so-called, have ad- 
mitted for this of Blenorrhagia, a period which one can no longer conveniently 
determine. Its term has been fixed between some hours (Hunter and others,) 
\ip to fiftv, and some days (Bell). Here is certainly a very elastic incubation. 

You know that matters are far from taking this course in virulent diseases 
where incubation is incontestible. The limits of the period of incubation may 
be more properly fixed in small-pox, in kine-pox, in scarlatina, in measles, in hy- 
drophobia. The instructive work of M. Aubert-Roche has even apprised us of 
the certain limit of the incubation of the plague, which never exceeds eight days. 
As to Blenorrhagia, that is different, as we are about to see ; here, no certain 

limits What then is this incubation of Blenorrhagia, which I 

have been forced, even recently, to deny. We must understand it ; it is a pure 
question of words. I do not deny evidence, and, consequently, I do not deny 
that between the action of the cause, and the appearance of the first symptoms 
of Blenorrhagia, there passes a longer or a shorter time. But is this an incu- 
bation, properly so called ; an incubation similar to that of the variolic or of 
the vaccine virus 1 I dispute it; and I explain the longer or shorter time 
which passes between the action of the cause, and the appearance of the phe- 
nomena, by the disposition, by the particular susceptibility of the tissues which 
have submitted to the influence of the cause. There is no more incubation 
than there is between the action of cold on the feet and the appearance of a co- 
ryza. A person does not have a discharge of muco-pus from the nose imme- 
diately after the application of cold to the feet ; a certain time passes between 
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the two acts. Do yoti call this time the incubation of the coryza? Why then 
use a similar expression for filenorrhagia ? 

In those cases where the Blenorrhagia only appears a long time subse- 
quent to exposure to the presumed cause, is it not more rational to admit 
another and an unknown cause, than this pretended incubation which nothing 
explains, which nothing authenticates ? Is it not thus in nearly all inflamma- 
tions? Is it possible always to arrive at the direct cause of a pneumonia, of 
an arthritis, of a phlegmon ? 

Undoubtedly in man, the most powerful cause of Blenorrhagia is sexual 
intercourse ; but we should fall into strange errors if we attempted to refer all 
Blenorrhagias to a virulent cause. T could cite you to some very singular ex- 
amples which prove the contrary, bat I refer the reader to the interesting note 
with which you accompanied my preceding letter. 

From this exclusive manner of considering the etiology of Blenorrhagia, 
there often results in practice a singular method of interpreting facts. A man 
affected with Blenorrhagia has had connection with several women ; he hastens 
to make a kind of moral choice between these women, and by elimination it 
frequently occurs that the most innocent one is hit upon. This application of 
the law of saspicions has caused strange errors to be committed, of which I 
have often been the witness. 

We conclude, then, that the effects of Blenorrhagia may be separated from 
the cause which produces them ; but that nothing proves that the time which 
passes between the action of the cause, and the appearance of the morbid phe- 
nomena, is the result of a true virulent incubation. 

I would not, my dear friend, commit too many deviations from my pro- 
gramme ; but still, how is it possible not to enter upon some questions when 
they present themselves under the pen 1 Such is the case with the specific 
seat of Blenorrhagia. This seat, you know, has been much disputed. In man, 
it has been made to travel from behind, forwards ; from before, backwards ; to 
advance, to retire, at the will of the fruitful imagination of syphilographists. 
From the spermatic ducts, passing successively by the glands of Cowper, the 
fossa navicularis, and the follicles of Morgagni, the seat of Blenorrhama has 
journeyed extensively. It is true, that Bell, by establishing different degrees 
in Blenorrhagia, caused its seat to retrograde. But it is not with these well 
known questions that I wish to entertain you. I would, however, mention a 
strange preoccupation of Hunter. This great observer, you are aware, ad- 
mitted a virulent Blenorrhagia, identical with chancre ; he placed its seat in 
the fossa navicularis ; but he asks if this inflammation, which may be propa- 
gated step by step towards the posterior portions of the urethra, if this inflam- 
mation continues virulent beyond the fossa navicularis ! It must be confessed 
that the genius of Hunter strangely permitted itself to be governed by the 
spirit of system. Besides, in studying Hunter, we see his observing genius 
continually struggling v^th his theory of Blenorrhagia. He is the victim of 
a false idea ; facts come incessantly to demonstrate this to him, but the theory 
is there to bind his intelligence, and in place of uncloaking his theory by the 
facts, he seeks to make the facts agree with his theory. An illustrious ex- 
ample of the dangers of preconceived and systematic ideas in the culture of 
the sciences by observation. 

In woman, Graff placed the seat of virulent Blenorrhagia in the follicles 
which lie in the neighborhood of the urethra. One of our profession of Bor- 
deaux, some years dead, Moulini^, thought ho saw in the vulvar glands, so 
well described by Bartholin, a kind of an organ of virulence, in a Blenorrhagic 
point of view. 

In the midst of all these opinions, rigorous observation has shown that 
such portions of the mucous membrane as are most exposed, are the most 
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easily affected. We must, nevertheless, acknowledge that the urethral mu- 
cous membrane, in both sexes, is more frequently diseased, after sexual inter- 
course, than the other mucous membranes of the genital organs. This fact is 
an argument for the partizans of virulent contagion. I will corroborate it by 
this proposition, which seems to me to be incontestable : That a woman affected 
with an urethral Blenorrhaffia may be considered as having usually contracted 
it from a man also affected with Blenorrhagia ; and this proposition, you see, 
may be important in legal medicine. Thus, for my part, I would be inclined 
to admit, that a woman in whom I found an urethral Blenorrhagia, contracted 
the disease of a man. But is this fact any aid to the idea of the existence of 
a virulent contagion ? No ; for I explain it by this other fact, perfectly true 
and incontestable, that the pus furnished by the urethra is the most irritating 
of all pus for certain of the mucous membranes. 

While some syphilographists contest the existence of urethral Blenorrha- 
gia in woman, others only admit the existence of the disease in her, in so £ir 
as the urethra is its seat. These two extreme opinions are erroneous ; obser- 
vation has led me to admit all the varieties of Blenorrhagia on all the mucous 
membranes. 

While here, will you allow me to get rid of some other questions inciden- 
tal to Blenorrhagia. I will advance more freely and more rapidly afterwards, in 
considering the great questions which remain to be treated. 

If I examine the lesions of tissue produced by Blenorrhagia, whatever be 
the mucous membrane affected, I find nothing which simple inflammation may 
not produce. Sometimes it is a light erythematous state, without secretion. 
This is the dry gonorrhea of some authors ; a ridiculous and absurd denomi- 
nation, in presence of which oUe cannot but admire the persevering efforts of 
M. Piorry to effect a reform in nomenclature. Sometimes it is a mucous, ca- 
tarrhal element, and all its products with which we have to do; finally, there 
occur real phlegmonous complications, whence result for the urethra in man, 
the Blenorrhagia cordee, and the tolerably frequent production of abscesses 
along the tract of the urethra. 

But, whether in the state of the tissues, or in the nature of the products, 
we find nothing which can be compared with the accidents of syphilis, properly 
80 called. 

Are the consequences of Blenorrhagia comparable to those of syphilis? 
It has been said, but not proved. There are undoubtedly analogies, but what 
notable differences ? 

Thus, one of the first accidents which Blenorrhagia may induce, and which 
resembles one of the accidents determined by syphilis, 1% bubo. But, first, 
adenitis is infinitely more rare as a result of Blenorrhagia, than as a result of 
chancre. Again, bubo is never met with in Blenorrhagia, excepting where the 
disease affects the urethra in either sex ; the other varieties never occasioning 
adenitis. I am well aware, that a physician of Belgium speaks of perUauricU' 
lar bubos, which are manifested in ocular Blenorrhagias ; but I must confess, 
that I have yet to meet an example. Finally, Blenorrhagic bubo has this in 
particular it is frankly inflammatory; it has but little tendency to suppuration, 
and where this does occur, the pus is never inoculable. 

Would you trace out what Blenorrhagia may produce in common, in the 
two sexes ? There is the ophthalmic Blenorrhafirla, which is never manifested, 
excepting during Urethral Blenorrhagia ; in Set, is it possible, unless you 
confound everything, to establish the least comparison between tliis ophthal- 
mia and syphilitic iritis ? 

Here is Blenorrhagic rheumatism ; is it reasonable to establish the least 
resemblance between this affection and those determined by syphilis upon the 
osseous system ? Is there anything in the world, for example, more dissimilar 
than Blenorrhagic arthritis and syphilitic exostosis? 
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What shall I say of cutaneous affectioDs, unless this, that I am profoundly 
astonished, that physicians, well versed in affections of the skin, have wished 
to discover a similitude between the cutaneous affections produced by certain 
remedies employed in the treatment of Blenorrhagia, and the so special skin 
affections produced by syphilis. The prejudice of a false doctrine has here 
produced strange confusions. It has been said, that Blenorrhagia, like chancre, 
produces cutaneous affections; and some have cited as examples the roseolec, 
which succeed the use of cubebs and copaiba. I assure you, that these roseo- 
IsB only appear when these resins are administered. To this, some reply : 
But they only appear when there is a Blenorrhagia. I answer in my turn, that 
we only give cubebs and copaiba, when there exists a Blenorrhagia. I add 
■^nd this is important — ^that I have administered copaiba in catarrh of the 
bladder, and have seen exanthemata supervene. But these resinous exan- 
themata have such marked characteristics, that with the best will in the world, 
it is impossible to confound them with true syphilitic exanthemata. They 
are usually developed with much vivacity; they are very animated; either of 
the rubeofic form, or attaching themselves to that of lichen ; they are not only 
confluent, they readily group themselves in the neighborhood of the articula- 
tions, and in the sense of extension — ^wrist, elbow, knee, ankle, around the 
ears ; — they are usually accompanied with much itching, which is not the case 
with syphilides ; and a most essential circumstance, we can say of them ; sub- 
lota causa, tollitur effectus; in fact, they rarely survive, more than one week, 
the cause which produced them. 

These syphilitic exanthemata recall to my mind a curious fact which I ask 
your permission to recount in the form of an episode ; it conveys its instrno- 
tion. 

Two or three years since, one of our most distinguished young confreres 
came to me in fright. " Up to this time," said he, " I have had confidence in 
your doctrine, but I find it at fault, and in my own case ; it is too bad." Say- 
ing this, " he took off his clothes, and raising his shirt," said, " What is this ?" — 
showing me his breast and back. I examine and reply : ** It is a fine syphilitic 
roseola." "Syphilitic, you say? Are you sure of it?" "Perfectly sure." 
" Very well ! you condemn yourself. I have never in my life had any venereal 
symptoms, excepting a Blenorrhagia, and that was twelve years since." " In 
your turn are you sure of it ?" "As of my existence." 

I examined him from head to foot, and the examination completed, I say to 
him gravely and solemnly, " Confrdre, you have recently had a chancre upon the 
right hand, and this chancre was seated neither on the thumb, nor on the in- 
dex, but on one of the last three fingers." "You joke!" So little was I in joke, 
that I add: "You still have a bubo." And in fact 1 placed his finger upon an 
epitrochlean ganglion, still engorged. Then interrogating his memory, he told 
me, that in fact, some months before, he had attended, and dressed a woman 
affected with chancres ; that an ulceration supervened upon the middle finger, 
to which he paid no attention, and that this ulceration cicatrized. " There is the 

source of your roseola," I said, " and act accordingly ." Finally, what 

physician at this day, could confound Blenorrhagic epididymitis with syphilitic 
sarcocele ? This was already no longer possible in the time of Bell ; still less 
is it so since the labors of Astley Cooper, and those whieh I myself have made 
on the subject. 

You will allow me to pass in silence the pretended tubercular diathesis in- 
vented in Germany, as a consequence of Blenorrhagic virulence. The question 
of tubercles in general is already sufficiently obscure without rendering it 
more so. 

You see, dear friend, that I finally approach the programme which I have 
marked out. In my next letter, 1 will resolutely enter upon it. 

Yours, RicoRD. 
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A Practical Treatise on Diseases of the Urinary and Generative Organs in both 
Sexes. — By William Acton. New York : J. S. Redfield, Clinton HalL 

The above is a second edition of " Acton on Venereal Diseases,^ the title 
having been changed by the author, owing to the numerous articles which have 
been added upon diseases of the urinary organs, properly so-called. The first 
edition, published in 1846, was well received bv the profession in this country, 
OS is proved by its rapid sale. The present edition is an improvement upon 
the first, in as far as it contains a larger amount of matter, and treats of seve- 
ral subjects not mentioned in the previous one. Taken all in all, it is, perhaps, 
the best work on the subjects of which it treats, within the reach of the greater 
part of the American medical profession ; and this, not from any excellence of 
the author^s own views, but because of the collection, in one volume, of the 
teachings of Ricord, Lallemand, and others, who deservedly rank among the 
highest authorities upon syphilitic diseases, and diseases of the genito-urinary 
apparatus. 

In his preface, the author gives us the hope of " a complete practical trea- 
tise ;" but upon examination, the work wjll be found to be made up, in great 
part, of the opinions of others. Whole chapters are translated from Ricord, 
and scarcely a page of the book but contains the name of that eminent syphilo- 
graphist. For this (the bringing into available use of the doctrines of Ricord,) 
Mr. Acton merits the thanks of the profession, but his claim to the title, author^ 
may seem rather questionable, when it is considered that the really valuable 
portions of his book are translated from the French. The eminent French 
syphilographist (the highest living authority on syphilis), serves, as it were, 
for thefoundation of this work. Wherever the light of Ricord's intellect has 
not shone, there is Mr. Acton at fault To establish this, will occupy so much 
space, that we shall be enabled to say nothing upon the chapters on Syphilis ; 
but this omission will be unimportant, since the views there presented, are 
only the reflex of those of M. Ricord, and as such, are, of necessity, sound. 

The chapter on Blenorrhagia is a good one, but cannot be called original 
Mr. Acton appears to aim to be considered the English Ricord, and in furtherance 
of this end, he tears down all English doctrines within- his reach ; but, like manv 
other destructionists, he offers nothing better than what previously existed. 
Thus, on page 37, treating of Gleet, he says : — " Surgeons have usually stated 
that the affection may terminate in a chronic form, gleeiJ^ Such language is, 
however, not correct, as their so-called termination is undoubtedly but a con- 
tinualion of the disease under another designation." Three sentences lower, 
in conclusion, he says : — "• The acute stage of the disease may then terminate 
or pass into a chronic one," &c. Thus he uses the very word with which he 
found fault in the beginning of the paragraph. But this is of little importance, 
excepting in so far as it is an indication of the author's want of definiteness of 
purpose. 

The remarks on Syringes, and the accompanying plate, on page 73, are 
good, as every surgeon must have experienced the difficulties attending the 
use of the ordinary instruments. 

In treating of diseases of the Urinary Organs, properly so-called, they must 
be studied under different points of view ; the anatomy, physiology, pathology 
of these organs must be understood better than Mr. Acton gives evidence of 
having done. Speaking of injections, page 72, he says: — ^** That if the fluid 
does not pass, it will depend rather upon the want of force, or proper direction 
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of the syringe," &c. And again, on page 84, the remark is made : — **• So that 
the tonic wash should come in contact with the whole canal." Now, is it pos- 
sible to force an irritating injection, by means of a common urethral syringe, 
beyond the spongy portion of the urethra? Every observing surgeon who has 
made much use of these injections, will answer in the negative. And anatomy 
gives a ready explanation of this ; the membranous portion of the urethra being 
enveloped by muscles which contract, when irritated, so as to exclude the in- 
jection. And this fact explains why, in the treatment of chronic inflammations 
of the deep portions of the urethra, we are obliged to resort to other topical 
remedies. 

In the chapter on Strictures, many authorities are quoted, but a perusal of 
the article leaves but little impression on the mind of the reader, for the author 
fails to appreciate the value of the different authorities he quotes. 

In addition to Sir A. Cooper's three varieties of stricture, Mr. Acton adds 
another, "• the sub-acute inflammatory ;" which, however, is nothing more than 
an incipient vermoTient, or rather, organic stricture. That " permanent" is a bad 
term, as applied to those strictures consisting of an actual organic constriction 
of the canal, is evident when we remember that a spasmodic stricture may be 
permanent, as when it depends upon some lesion of the spinal cord. 

Among ** permanent" strictures there are classed ulcerations of the urethral 
mucous membrane, vegetations, false membranes, &c. That these various 
causes do produce changes in the calibre of the urethni, is beyond doubt ; but 
why arrange them under the same heading as "permanent" strictures? Their 
pathological anatomy is entirely different, and they no more deserve to be 
ranked with organic strictures, than does that deformity of the urethra which 
is produced by engorgement of the prostate. As has been shown by M. Mer- 
cier, organic strictures depend upon an inflammation of the venous cells which 
compose ihecorpiLs spongiosum^ the necessary consequence of which (as of the 
inflammation of any vein) is the stagnation of the blood, the subsequent ab- 
sorption of its fluid parts, and the leaving of the fibrous part, which, in obe- 
dience to general laws, contracts little by little, producing the phenomenon we 
understand by " organic stricture." 

And this brings us to the consideration of the " situation of stricture," 
which Mr. Acton tells us " is most frequently at the membraneous part, and at 
the bulbous portion." It will at once be seen that, arguing on the correctness 
of the theory of M. Mercier, an organic stricture cannot occur in the membra- 
nous portion, because there is here an absence of those anatomical relations 
upon which depends the formation of stricture. The stricture situated at the 
junction of the bulbous with the membranous portions, (one of the most fre- 
quent seats) is almost always mistaken for a stricture of the membranous por- 
tion ; yet an attentive dissection, and that alone, will invariably reveal tlie true 
situation. While in Paris we frequently saw this question tested at the Ecole 
Pratique, and in no case did the dissection fail to demonstrate the innocence 
of the membranous portion from all participation in the stricture. Farther, 
the mucous membrane was most often smooth and healthy (so far as the eye 
could detect), and when ulcerations were present, they were easily accounted 
for by remembering the distension to which the canal was subjected behind 
the stricture. 

The next point to which we shall allude, is the prostate — ^the affections of 
which, including the engorgement so common in old men, Mr. Acton strangely 
enough places under the heading : "Blenorrhagia in the Male." What is said 
of acute inflammation of the organ is very well, but to say that " chronic affec- 
tion of the prostate is the result of inattention on the part of the patient, who 
has been suffering from the acute form," is putting aside all that has so well 
been established in regard to the senile engorgement of this gland. Our author 



152 Bibliographical NoticeB. [Feb. 

evidently confounds this lesion with chronic ivflammatiim of the prostate, 
while in reality, no question of pathology is better settled, than that these two 
affections are distinct, the one from the other. Cadaveric examination proves 
this beyond a shadow of doubt. This confounding of two distract affections 
has necessarily led to confusion in the remarks on treatmenL " The prognosis 
is usually unfavorable." The prognosis in senile engorgement is only unfa- 
vorable as to the removal of the enlargement ; the patient, by proper treat- 
ment, may enjoy perfect immunity from suffering. But want of space compels 
me to pass from the consideration of this, one of the most interesting points 
of surgery, as well as one of those the most necessary to be understood in all 
its phases. 

The chapter on " Inflammation of the Bladder," is also deficient in very many 
respects ; in regard to the pathology, the causes of the affection, Mr. Acton has 
fallen into the common error of considering chronic inflammation of the blad- 
der, as an essential disease ; whereas it is a symptom, in nine cases out of ten, 
of some other affection, to the removal of which our efforts must necessarily 
be directed. We cannot, however, too highly commend the remarks, on page 
151, in regard to the use of enemata of laudanum, in large doses, in cases of 
acute inflammation of the bladder; we have seen the very best results follow 
their employment 

Of the remaining portion of the work, we have nothing to say, save in com- 
mendation ; but each reader will appreciate the excellencies as they are met. 
Although Mr. Acton has failed in writing " a complete treatise," yet he has 
given much valuable information to the profession. 

We are sorry to see the present work disfigured by the same plates which 
were given with the first edition. The publisher would have presented a better 
work, had he omitted the colored plates, and given only the woodcuts which 
accompany the English edition. W. P. L. 



Transactions of ilie American Medical Association, vol 4. Philadelphia: 1861. 
8vo., 677 pp. Printed for the Association. 

This volume contains the proceedings of the Fourth Annual Meeting of the 
American Medical Association, held in Charleston, in May, 1861, together 
with the Reports of the Special and Standing Committees, viz : Oii Medical 
Sciences, on Practical Medicine, on Surgery, on Obstetrics, on Medical Educa- 
tion, on Medical Literature, and on Hygiene, with the Prize Essay " on the 
Corpus Luteum and Pregnancy," by J. C. Dalton, Jr., M. D. The work 
is beautifully printed, and the colored illustrations are of superior execution. 
At the present time, we shall consider the Report on Medical Education, 
it being, in our judgment, the best entitled to the early consideration of our 
readers. This was drawn up by Dr. Hooker, of Norwich, Conn., Chairman of 
the Committee, and includes the report on Demonstrative Midwifery, specially 
referred to this Committee, by the Association, at its last meeting; Drs. Blatch- 
ford, J. R. Wood, and N. S. Davis, being the other members of this Committee. 
The report first calls attention to the fact, that the general standard of education 
and attainment is much lower r\ the medical, than it is in the other professions. 
This is attributed, in part, to defects in the existing modes of conducting medi- 
cal education ; in not discriminating as to the term of study, between graduates 
of literary institutions, and those whose preliminary education has been defici- 
ent ; and it is recommended that such a distinction'be recognized. The system 
of reading physic in the office of an instructor, and attendance upon lectures, is 
next considered. Lecturing and teaching, should, to a great extent be combined. 
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and each lecture be made the subject of strict examination at each succeeding < 
lecture. It is to the neglect of examination, that the Committee attributes 
the listlessness and inattention which characterize so strongly the majority of 
the audiences in the lecture room. Some plan should also be adopted to ascer- 
tain whether the student is faithful in his attendance upon the lectures^ the dissect- 
ing-room, and hospital. It is not uncommon for stuaents to be extremely neg- 
ligent in this respect, and a case has recently occurred amongst us, in which a 
student was graduated who had not attended at the College three times during 
the season. \ 

The abuses in regard to examinations are next considered, and the plan of 
having censors appointed by the State Medical Societies, to constitute, with a 
portion of the Professors, a Board of Examiners, is highly recommended. It 
is urged that the schools are more numerous than the necessities of the com- 
munity demand ; under the control of corporations, not in the least degree re- 
sponstble, to the medical profession, and pursuing, to a great extent, their separate 
and individual interests. No school should be established, except where the 
necessity for its existence has been decided on by the profession. The Commit- 
tee recommends that each school should be made responsible to the Medical 
Society of the State in which it is located, and all vacant professorships be 
filled by concours. An end would thus be put to the establishment of schools 
to gratify private ambition, and to the bestowment of professorships upon 
principles of bargain and sale for a certain amount of pecuniary risk in the en- 
terprise. The crowded state of the prcfession is then noticed ; according to sta- 
tistics, in 1849, there were but 375 persons in the community to each physician. 
But the profession is not only crowded, but a large proportion of it is made up 
of unworthy and ignorant men. In the language of the report, " so easy is it 
to obtain a diploma, that mere adventurers, in great numbers, enter the Halls of 
Medical Science, choosing medicine as a trade, and not as an honorable profes- 
sion ; such are eager to fmish their course of study in the shortest possible 
time, and are ready when they have done so, to cope with the most accomplish- 
ed of their compeers in the strife for the popular favor and patronage, having 
received the same honorable badge with them, and perhaps at the same Institu- 
tion ; and even quacks, while engaged in the practice of quackery, have been known 
to receive diplomas from institutions whose representatives appear as delegates in 
this body* This assertion is founded upon well known instances, and we un- 
hesitatingly declare, that in this respect, the New York Medical College was the 
most prominent case known to the Committee, and that this College did, at the 
close of its first session, knowingly commit this high handed outrage upon 
the rights of the profession. No special pleading, on the part of the Pro- 
fessors, can justify this act. They cannot say with the Apostle : ** We did 
it ignorantly, and in unbelief" In so doing, they have not only disgraced 
themselves, but rendered themselves amenable to the law of the State. The 
Committee recommends, as the only means of preventing this evil, that a riffid 
course of training be enjoined, as absolutely necessary to the attainment of a 
degree, in all the schools. 

After noticing the defects existing in the system of medical education, their 
causes are next considered. The chief cause is to be found in the fact, that a 
thorough education is not as essential to success in the medical, as it is in the 
other professions, and that talent is not so sure of its reward. That the medical 
man is constantly tempted to aim at acquiring a simply popular reputation, ir- 
respective of merit, and that the strictly honorable physician maintains his 
honor and integrity, only * by a constant struggle against sore temptation, to 
which a large proportion of practitioners in good standing, yield in a greater or 
less degree. 

* The italics are oar own. — Rsv. 
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Very little of the educated talent of the country finds its way into the me- 
dical profession. Dr. Hooker has yerified this statetment by statistics gathered 
from eight Colleges in different parts of the country, as far back as 1800. 
While there is a larger body of men in the medical than in the other profes- 
sions, the proportion of these uneducated is infinitely greater. As the ignorant 
see that they can cope with the learned with more hope of success than in 
other fields of effort, they are attracted in large numbers, until the medical 
profession (in the words of Dr. Davis) may be said to be *^ at the bottom of an 
inclined plane, wjth all creation rolling into it." 

How shall these abuses be corrected? The Committee recommend three 
measures. 1. The remedying the defects in the mode of education. 2. The 
reforming the spirit and practices of the profession. 3. The reforming the spi- 
rit and practices of the community at large, in relation to the medical profes- 
sion. Reform In the profession must go hand in hand with reform in the com- 
munity, as it is in vain to expect that the public will give up its quackery, while 
the profession hold on to theirs. Abuses must be attacked and exposed, and 
a wholesome discipline, if necessary, is to be applied. Notorious cases ought 
not to be allowed to pass unnoticed, and the physician who practices the arts 
of the quack, ought not to be permitted to retain his standing m the profession. 
The chief means recommended for removing abuses is by the social, moral, 
and scientific influence exerted through the organizations of the profession. In 
every large city there should be one genend association, with subordinate ones 
in the different districts. These associations should be so regulated, and such 
efficiency given to them, that it would be for the interest of every physician to 
be a faithful member, if he wished to maintain a respectable standing with the 
profession and the community. And if this were the case, men whose success 
results from dishonorable and quackish arts, could not continue, as they now 
often do as a measure of policy, a merely nominal connection with the asso- 
ciations of the profession, but they would be obliged to take their proper place 
in the ranks of undisguised quackery. As to the last point, the producing a 
change in public sentiment in relation to our profession, the only mdde is by 
the presentatioi^of truth in conversation, in articles in popular periodicals, and 
in books. ^ We should also remember, that no attempt at reform in the public 
sentiment of the community can be successful, unless accompanied with a cor- 
responding reform in the public sentiment, and consequently the practices of 
the profession itself. The delusions and quackeries which exist among medi- 
cal men, are the chief obstacles to l^e removal of those prevalent in the com- 
munity." In conclusion, the Committee offer several resolutions, which we re- 
gret that our limited space will not allow us to publish. On motion, the re- 
port was accepted by the Association, and the resolutions concurred in. And 
on motion of Dr. J. L. Atlee, it was recommended to the several State medical 
societies throughout the Union to procure a re-publicatian of it, for general 
distribution among the profession. 



The Microscopic Anatomy of the Human Body, in Health and Disease, lUos- 
trated with numerous drawings in color By Arthur Hill Hassall, M. B., with 
additions to the Text and Plates, and an Introduction containing Instructions in 
Microscopic Manipulation, by Henry Van Arsdale. M. D. 2 vols. 8vb. pp. 728. 
New York: Pratt, Woodford &Co. Philadelphia: Lippincott, Grambo &Co. ; 
1851. 

That a work like the above should have been published in the United States, 
we may look upon as a sure sign of the increase of attention on the part of 
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medical men, in onr country, to the interesting and important subject of which 
it treats. In the days of our pupilage, this part of education, now indispensa- 
ble to him who would wish to rank as an accomplished physician or surgeon, 
was one on which no stress was laid by teachers ; and which was only pursued 
by some few students preparing themselves, specially, as lecturers on anatomy 
and physiology. 

For the rapid strides made in many branches of medical science, in recent 
times, we must own our indebtedness to the indefatigable zeal and energy with 
which microscopic research has, of late years, been prosecuted by British and 
Continental observers. Nor, in connection with this, should we forget the 
honorable exertions and attamments of our countrymen in Philadelphia, and 
the facilities for instruction now afforded in New York, Boston, and other 
places in the United States. We have already made one vast advance, by 
having microscopes made in our own State (and that, too, by an American), 
which, if not better than any others yet made, are certainly surpassed by 
none. Let us hope that our success in this may prove but the beginning of 
the distinction which American micrographers are destined to acquire. 

The treatise of Hassall, less complete and less au niveau than many others 
on individual subjects, is still thought to present a better summary of the sub- 
ject under consideration, than any other work in the English language. Cer- 
tainly, in the form under which it is now put forth, for those about to begin 
the study of the microscope, in its application to Human Anatomy, there is 
nothing within the student's reach which can bear comparison vdth it Dr. 
Van Arsdale has performed his task as Editor in a highly creditable manner. 
He has not, as has so often been the case, simply caught an unprotectedforeign 
steed, and having ^ clapped on" the cisatlantic brand, mounted him and tried 
to ride at once into fame and practice. His additions to the work, are consid- 
erable in extent and have been made with special reference to the wants of 
those who, removed from the centres of medical teaching, and the personal as- 
sistance of experienced observers, must rely for aid in their researches on 
such assistance as can be obtained from books and drawings. 

It would be doing injustice to the excellent publishers, Messrs. Pratt, Wood- 
ford & Co., were we not to notice the liberality they have displayed in the style 
of publication of the book, and their disregard of expense in the matter of in- 
creased illustrations. The Editor's Introduction, extending to about forty pages, 
contains an account of the di^rent kinds of microscopes most in use ; their 
relation, merits, prices, and means of obtaining them. The following extract 
will show his estimate of the one formerly alluded to : "The rapid advances 
made of late years in microscopic knowledge, have been owingin a great mea- 
sure, to improvements in the construction of object glasses. To this end, per- 
haps noboay has contributed so much as Mr. Charles A. Spencer, of Canastota, 
N. Y., &c. The objectives made by this gentleman may safely bear compari- 
son with the best of foreign make, and for sharpness of definition, for power 
of penetration and large angle of aperture, are not excelled by any in the 
world." We think that in the last particular, they are not equalled by those 
of any other maker. On Mr. Quekett's authority, the angles of the best ob- 
jectives are for the \ inch 63°, and for the J inch, 80*^ ; whilst in Mr. Spencer's 
object glasses of the same denominations, the angles are respectively, 85° and 
136°. 

Next comes a description of the accessory instruments necessary in manipu- 
lation. This is followed by full and ample directions for the preparation of 
objects, which, with a chapter on their preservation, completes this most im- 
portant part of the editorial matter. In the last mentioned portions. Dr. Van 
Arsdale has simplified many processes, formerly of a complicated nature, and 
we can assure our readers, from personal experience, that many of these will 
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be found of great value to those in want of elementary instruction. Through- 
out the body of the work, whenever it has appeared desirable, particular direc- 
tions have been given by which the student may learn the best means of exam- 
ining the solids and fluids described, and of preparing for the cabinet, when 
practicable, what may be worthy of preservation. 

The manner in which the illustrations have been executed, is in the highest 
degree praiseworthy ; whilst they are never below the English standard, we 
think that in several instances, they are more cleverly executed than the origin- 
als. Dr. Van Arsdale has added ten plates, containing forty-seven figures. 
These correspond fully in point of faithfulness and artistic execution, with 
those of the original work. Several of the most beautiful were executed by 
Mr. Henry A. Daniels, of this city. They will be found in Plates Ixxiv. and 
Ixxv., representing injections made by Dr. John Neill, of Philadelphia, of the 
mucous membrane of the stomach and itestines. 
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ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 

Fiflh Annual Meetings January *lih, 1862. — ^President Stevens in the chair. 
Before proceeding with the election, the reports of the officers and standing 
committees were presented ; the Recording Secretary reported the proceed- 
ings of the Academy during the past year. Extracts from these reports, with 
our usual notice of proceedings, must be deferred until our next number. 
The memorial asking for the enactment of a General Law, providing, under 
certain restrictions, for the establishment of Medical Schools in connection 
with Hospitals containing 100 beds, was presented by Dr. S. C. Foster, chairman 
of the Special Committee, and after some discussion, was adopted. Drs. Gris- 
com, Batchelder and Stone, were appointed a committee to distribute the circu- 
lar letter throughout the State, for signatures. The memorial signed by the 
officers, was ordered to be sent to the Legislature. 

The Academy then proceeded to ballot for officers for the ensuing year, 
and the following were elected: Dr. Thomas Cock, President ; Drs. J. M. 
Smith, Jas. Anderson, J. P. Batchelder, and Gurdon Buck, Vice Presidents ; 
Dr. Jackson Bolton, Rec&rding Secretary; Dr. Geo. A. Peters, Assist, Secre- 
tary ; Dr. James O. Pond, Treasurer; Dr. Wm. C. Roberts, Domestic Carres- 
ponding Secretary; Dr. E. L. Beadle, Foreign Corresponding Secretary; Dr. 
T. F. Cock, Librarian ; Dr. Wm. C. Rockwell, Delegate to State Medical So- 
ciety. A committee of nomination was appointed to nominate officers for the 
Standing and Scientific Committees, to report at the next meeting. 
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Domestic. University Medical College. — On 7th January, President Draper, by 
request of the class, delivered a eulogy on the late Professor Pattisoii, before a very 
large audience. It was, iu its fullest sense, a eulogy, such as none other thau Dr. 
Draper could have written, and it was received with profound attention and respect. 
No appointment has as yet been made to fill the vacant chair of Anatomy ; we hope 
that the Faculty and Council will not overlook the distinguished abilities of some of 
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oar own brethren. A jadicious selectioa from amoner oarselves, would ensare the 
syinpathy and good will of the entire profession. — New York HoapiiaL Owing to 
the severity of the stomi) and the small attendance of Governors, the election of 
surgeon was not effected at the last meeting. We call attention to the Spring Course 
of Lectures at this InstitatioU) to commence on the 16th March. — Bellevue Hospi" 
tol. The Clinical Lectures at this Institution are attended by a large claFs. Puer- 
peral peritonitis being epidemic at this time, Professor Clark intends to deliver one or 
two Lectures on the opium treatment, with its results. — Epidemic Meningitis, We 
are informed by Dr. W. C. Anderson, of Stapleton, that an epidemic cerehro spinal 
meningitis is at present prevailing on Staten Island, affecting adults as well as child- 
ren, and, in some instances, proving fatal within 12 hours. An epidemic of a simi- 
lar character prevailed not long since, with great severity, in some parU of Massa- 
chasetts, affecting school children ; its pathology is obscure. Weekly Mortality^ 
ending December 27th, 380. Scarlatina, 33 ; croup, 14 ; small-pox, 10. Week 
ending January 3d, 422. Scarlatina, 29 ; croup, 20 ; small-pox, 17. Week ending 
Jaouary 10th, 424. Scarlatina, 30; croup, 20; pneumonia, 35; small-pox, 16; 
apoplexy, 17. Week ending January 17th, 324. Scarlatina, 20 ; croup, 10; 
pneumonia, 27 ; small-pox, 10; hydrocephalus, 18. Annual Mortality for lS5lt 
19,755. [4042ina/c*; 368S females; 6798 boys; 5234 ^ir/«.] Under one year^ 
5260 ; slill'bornt 1258 ; greatest mortality in July, 2364 ; lowest mortality in June, 
1385. Deaths in 1850, 16,978 ; increase for 1851, 2777. Diseases.— CAo/cra 
tn/an^um, 2223 ; pAtAtm, 1548; j^n^timoma, 1085 ; dysentery^ \{i{}^\ diarrhea^ 
644; apoplexy, 64Q\ «carZa/tRa, 593 ; typhus fever, 8'iib \ small-pox , 550] croup, 
447 ; inflammation of bowels^ 512 ; of brain, 416 ; poisoned^ 24 ; puerperal fever, 
180 ; hydrophobia, 4. 

Application is to be made to the Legislature for the enactment of a Law for the 
belter protection of Burial-Ghrounds, and which we sincerely hope will be success- 
ful. A similar application last year passed the House, but failed iu the Senate. It is 
high time that the study of anatomy should be legalized. Owing to the old fogyi«:m 
iuthe Board of Governors of the Aims Honse, our Colleges have, this season, suf« 
fered materially for want of material. 

The College of Pharmacy have applied to the Legislature for a grant of $10,000. 
We see advertised a notice of an application for a New Medical College in this city. 
If it is expected to make any money by establishing a new institution, it will be found 
to be a vain hope ; we know oi at least one College in this city, iu which lecturing is 
confessedly ** rather an expensive luxury.''^ — The German Medical Society held its 
Annual Dinner on the lOth instant, at the Asfor House^Dv. Detraold presiding. About 
100 were present. There was plenty of good cheer and of good feeling. — D. Apple- 
ton and Co. have just published Dr. SwetCs Lectures on Diseases of the Chesty de- 
livered at the New York Hospital. 600 pp. 8vo., illustrated by woodcuts and fine 
steel engravings (notice in our next). — Dr. M'Cready's JoMrnaZ o/PAarrnacy has 
been issued, iu very neat form and type. It contains five original articles, proceed 
ings of College of Pharmacy, with interesting extracts from foreign journals; we 
welcome it to our list of exchanges. 

A New Microscopic Club has been organized ; it is said that " misery makes 
strange bed-fellows,'' but, in this instance, it is the Microscope which has brought toge- 
ther strange associates. From the prestige which attaches to the names of some of 
the members, we may reasonably expect important results from their labors, to the 
cause of science and sound morals. — We have received information from a reliable 
source, that the Course of Lectures alluded to in our last as having been advertised 
for six months, haa dwindled down to an occasional free clinique, at the office of the 
Lecturer. 

Kousso. — A recent instance of the good effects of this remedy has been made 
known to us; four hours after taking the infusion, a taenia^ measuring 18 feet, waa 
passed entire ; the head oould not 1^ detected ; this is the second successful case 
within three months; Messrs. Carnes and Haskell, importers, have reduced the 
price down to $2 50 per dose. Its effects seem to be confined to the worm, with- 
out irritation of the intestinal mucous membrane. 

Sumbul Root. — ^A new hydragogue cathartic and aromatic stimulant, has been 
used ixL Germany and Ruaua, aince 1840 ; Mr. DeUnc, 581 Broadway, has prepared 
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the tinctore, doee, 20 to 30 drops. In the January norober of the British and Foreign 
Journals, its use is recommended in delirium tremens. 

Private Lying-in Atylutn, — Dr. Shanks, has associated himself with Dr. J. 
Kennedy, in this enterprise ; (see advertisement.) When shall we have established 
by private effort, a Small-Pox Hospital 7 We know of nothing more to be desired in 
the community than an institution of this kind, and to be without which, is a reproach 
to UB — Mr. £. Scott Franks, Optician, is personally known to us as skillful in his 
vocation, and has the highest recommendations from the Surgeons of the New York 
Eye Infirmary, and other Surgeons. (See notice on cover.) 

Dr, Ho8ack'*8 pampfUet. — ♦* Dr. Hosack we think has been disturbed rery un- 
necessarily. From all tnat we can grather in reading the pamphlet, there is no evidence 
that there is any higher attainment of science on one party, than in the other ; nor 
is it at all possible, that Dr. Rodgers would have recovered under the medications of 
those sage critics who have it in their power to do more mischief with their reports, 
than good with their prescriptions; confidence in the medical profession is sufficiently 
shaken to make it incumbent on all well wishers to the respectability of the craft, to 
uphold each other by counsel and kind offices, instead of Tilifying and underrating 
the qualifications of their neighbors " — Boston Medical Journal. 

The 146th Anniversary of the birth day of Franklin was celebrated in this city, 
on the 16th inst , by a Sapper and Ball at Niblo*8, on which occasion Dr. J. W. Fran- 
cis presided, and six hundred and fifty persons were present. It may not be gene- 
rally known that our friend, Dr, Francis, was for two years of his life in a printing 
office, and that his attention was first turned towards the study of medicine, by set- 
ting up '* Cullen's First Lines ;" what a loss for the Typographic, what a gain for 
the Healing art ! our friend's unbounded admiration for the character of Benjamin 
Franklin, is in part to be attributed to this early incident in his career. The address 
of Dr. Francis was devoted to early reminiscences of New York, and of the distin- 
guished men with whom the Dr. has been on terms of intimacy. — Transactions Am, 
Medical Association — We regret to learn, that two thirds of the edition of the 
fourth volume of the Transactions, has been destroyed by fire, with nearly all the 
previous volumes remaining on hand. The few remaining copies will be for a short 
time reserved for members, at an advance in the price. — ^The venerable Dr. Caldwell, 
the last surviving pupil of Rush, has been unceremoniously removed from his profes- 
sorship in the Louisville Medical College. 

Foreign. Operation to remedy Extraversio Vesica, — ^The patient was a healthy 
man, 30 years of age. Between the umbilicus and the pubes was an opening large 
enough to admit two or three fingers, surrounded by a red, granulating border. Above 
this the integument was raised by an elastic tumor, the fundus of the bladder. Mr Lloyd 
proposed to form a recto-vesical fistula, by puncturing the bladder from the rectum, 
above the prostate ; this being effected, he designed to close the opening in front of 
the abdomen by paring the edges, and uniting them by suture. The operation of 
passing aseton through the posterior wall of the bladder from the rectum, was easily 
accomplished, and the patient was then put to bed. He died on the fifth day, from 
peritonitis, caused by extravasation of urine into the peritoneal cavity. The punc- 
ture had passed through the recto-vesical pouch, instead of before it — Med. Times. 

Professor Henderson^s conversion to Homceopathy. — During the disoussioa wh'ch 
followed the motion of Mr. Syme, in reference to the exclusion of homoeopaths firom 
membership of the Society, and which was carried unanimously. Dr. Simpson related 
a very capital story which will doubtless amuse our readers. Some eight or ten years 
ago, an old schoolmate of Dr. S., who was a homoeopathic druggist in Liverpool, pre- 
sented to him a small, but very beautifully painted box of homoeopathic medicines. 
Dr. S. put it to a very natural use — he gave it as a plaything to his eldest son, then 
a child. The youngster, full of mischief, oftimes uncorked the tiny vials, and pour- 
ing the contents into a heap, would re-fill them from the general mass. It thus hap- 
pened that the globules belonging to the different bottles were more or less thoroughly 
mixed together, and then new and strange compounds were produced. It also 
sometimes happened, that when the child, wearied of his performance, others en- 
gaged in the innocent amusement of re-filling the bottles from the general heap. A 
professional brother calling one day on Dr. S., who was not at home, saw this pretty 
box and pocketed it Weeks elapsed ere the two friends met, when Dr. S. was in- 
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formed by him that he had been trying to praotice homoeopathically, and that he had 
seen some wonderral effecta and euret from the drags contained in that precious 
little box ! At this interview Dr. S. did not disclose to his friend the important fact 
that the globules he had been using were elaborately commixed ; he was reluctant, 
cruel man I to spoil, at once, so good a joke. In the progress of time, the physician 
became more and more a homoeopathist, and then it became too serious a matter 
to joke about, when he actually published a list of supposed homoeopathic cures. 

Dr. Syme would yentnre to ask who the practitioner was who had thus been 
converted to ^homoeopathy ? Dr. Simpson said be alluded to Professor Henderson. — 
Death of Presnitx, set. 53. This event happened at Graefeoburg on the 28th No- 
vember. Thirty years since the son of a poor peasant, he has left a fortune of 
4,000,000 francs. He died of water, having rerused all other treatment. Though a 
quack, iu one sense, yet he is supposed to have honestly believed in his qaaokery. 

M. Lanquenitz has reported to the French Academy the discovery of the male 
Acarus Scabiei under the microscope. M. Honors, formerly physician to Hotel Dieu, 
died on the 2dd November, aged 74 years. 



New York Hospital. — ^The Spring Course of Lectures will commence on Tues- 
day, March 16th, at 10 A. M. Dr. Swettwill lecture on the diseases of Kidney. 
Dr. Buck, on Surgical Anatomy, and upon the diseases of the Urinary Organs. Dr. 
Van Arsdale, Microecopist to the Hospital , will lecture on Microscopic Anatomy, -with 
practical instructions, and Mr. L. Reed, on Organic Chemistry. This course of lec- 
tores will have particular reference to the diseases of the Urinary Organs, as illustra- 
ted by pathological and by surgical anatomy, by the microscope, and by medical che- 
mistery. It is also the intention of Mr. L. Reid to form a private class for practical 
instruction in medical chemistry. Fee $5 00. 

Personal, — We are compelled to defer the publication of an interesting paper 
on diptheritio croup, and three reviews ; as soon as our subscription list will warrant 
it, we hope to add four additional pages, and also to be able to make our foreign varia 
more extended and interesting. Our great embarrassment since the commence- 
ment of this enterprise has been owing to the excess of material. 



MARRIED. 

On the 15th instant, Dr. J. R. Van Klbbx and Mart Auovsta'Parkxr. 



OBimART NOTICiS. 

Drd, at TbmpklnsTine, Staten Island, on tbe 34th of December last, Samuel R. Smithy M. D' 
The immediate cause of death was Pneamonia. Two years since, he was attacked with hemorr- 
hage from the lungs ; since which time he has been sabject to cough and purulent expectoration. 

Perhaps there has been no event in the history of Staten Island which has excited mure univer- 
sal attention than the death of Dr. Smith, and certainly no man has died here more widely and 
Justly mourned. He was born in Waterbury, Ck>nn., in the year 1801. his father being a respectable 
farmer. He was one of three brothers, the eldest of whom entered the army after receiving his 
education at W^t Point. Dr. Smith was a graduate of the College of Physicians and Surgeons of 
the class of 1838, and an ofBce student of Prof. Stevens. He derived the means of education from 
his own exertions, evincing thus early the quiet energy and self-reliance which so much distin- 
guished his after career. Immediately after receiving his diploma, he began practice on Staten Isl- 
and, and continued in the discharge of professional duties until one week previous to his death : a 
period of nearly twenty-four years. This long term of service was filled throughout with benign 
activity, carried of late years as far as human energy could go, and too far, indeed, for his physical 
powers. 

As to the character of our fliend, it can hardly be even hinted at in a notice like this. Though 
his whole li4e was marked by great simplicity of deportment, and much of it spent among a rural 
population, yet under this plain guise it was a model of rare and high excellence ; the higher, that 
It seemed altogether unsuspected by himself. 

His virtues were all tried and real; some of them practiced under special difBculties, and 
without the thought of reward. The most painful sacrifices of time and comfort were constantiy 
made, even when every one would have allowed him to spare himself, and made, too, constantiy, 
eheerfully, and as if he were doing nothing more than any othec would have done. In such a 
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practice as his, he was often deeply tried ; often had he cause enough for impatienoe, bat he was un- 
changeably Rentle aud considerate. When also he might have been Imperious (for he was secure 
in the confidence and veneration of all (he people.) he always retained to the last, something like 
the simplicity and modesty of youth. And of bis whole character, the excellence of it was some- 
thing tried, proved and made certain. His was **iio Aigitive and cloistered virtoei" but free-breathed 
aud realised in hard daily life. 

He was a Physician of an unusual cast. Never wu there more energy in doing work ; but like 
all energy of a high quality, it was always equable and noiseless. It was so great, indeed, that it 
would have appeared like violent effort in other men ; but in him it was so sustained and equal, as 
to hide in a measure what it really was. The moral qualities of the profession were admirably ex- 
hibited in Dr. Smith. The profession was in his hands a nobte work of mercy. So far was he above 
all that was sordid, so gentle and devoted to the suffering of all classes, that it seemed to be his 
special office to be the fViend of afflicted Humanitv, As to his skill in the treatment of disease, he 
had always not only the suffrages of his brethren, out a d^ree of uniformity of success, not often 
found. The confldeuce reposed in him could hardly perhaps be greater. He knew well enough 
the theories of his profession; but of him it was peculiarly true— that his eye waa still upon Na- 
ture ; he waited intelligently for her signals, and where he saw them he had the openness of miod' 
to reverence and obey them. But he is gone ! Every where here, particularly in the houses of tbe 
humble and the poor, may be found the dates aud records of his goodness. He has been taken to 
his grave, amidst as general, deep and unaffected grief as the writer has ever witnessed. ** All 
men rise up and call him blessed.*' W. C. A. 

William Ellison Miller, M. D., died in this city on the 11th of January, set 48. He was a 
native of this citv, a son of John Blackburn Miller, and grandson of Thomas Ellison, who was a dis- 
tinguished merchant of the old school. Dr. Miller studied his profession in the office of Prof. J. M. 
Smith, and graduated with honor at the College of Physicians and Surgeons in 1833. He visited 
Europe in the spring of 1834; spent one season in visiting the Hospitids of Paris and attendance 
on tbe lectures: and after visiting Italy, Germany, Ruasia and Great Britain, returned to his native 
land in 1836. Being possessed of a handsome patrimony, he pursued his profession more with a 
vitiw to occupation than emolument, and his open handed chanty has otten relieved the sufferings 
uf those who were brought under his care as a physician. Dr. Miller was married In 1849, and 
since that period may be said to have retired from the pctive duties of his profession. He was a 
man of sound Judgment, quick perceptions, ardent in his attachments, honorable in his profes- 
sional intercourse) a gentleman in conduct and associations. 

On the 6lh January, T. Olcott Portkr, M. D., let. 49. 

On the 18th January, Mart Ann, wife of Prof. Martyn Paine. By the death of his only child in 
February last, and the decease of Mrs. Paine, our afflicted brother has been sorely stricken. May 
he be supported under his severe trials. 

On the 18th January, John C, son of Dr. T. M. CSieeseman, aged two yean and six months. 

On the 21 St January, John Da«cs¥, set. 30. For several years, Apothecary of the N. Y. Hospital; 
the duties of which office he performed with great fidelity. 

At Valatie, Columbia county, S, Y., October 38th, John Vandbrpokl, M. D., a^t. 56, brother of 
Judge Vunderpoel of this city. 

On the 27th, at Quarantine, Staten Island, Dr. A. Sidnbt Doanb, Health Officer of the port of 
New York, set 50 years. His disease was Typhus Fever, contracted In the discharge of his duties. 
(A more extended notice in our next.) 

Dbaths for week ending January 24th— 364. Apoplexy, 15; Crovp, 19; BydrtBcphalus, 19; 
Fever, PuerperalfQ; <Sear/attiia, 35 ; PneutMnia,2S; Small-Pox^S* 



THE FOLLOWINS JOURNALS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED IN EXCHANGE. 

American Journal of Medical Sciences for January (Qnarteriy). New York Journal of Phai^ 
macy; edited by B. W. McCready, M.D. New York Medical Gazette; edited by D. N. Reese, 
M.D.,LL.D. The Scalpel; edited by Edward H. Dixon, M.D.; for November. Tbe Medical 
Examiner; by Drs. Smith and Biddle. New Jersey Medical Reporter: edited by Joseph Parrisb, 
M. D. (January number not received.) Boston Medical and Surgical Journal ; by J. Y. C. Smith, 
M. D. American Journal of Insanity ; by T. R. Beck, M. D. Northern Lancet ; by Horace Nelson, 
M.D. The Stethoscope and Virginia Medical Gazette ; edited by P. C. Gooch, M.D. The Western 
Lancet and Hospital Reporter : edited by Dr. Lawson. Charleston Medical Journal and Review ; 
f«>r September only. Southern Medical and Surgical Journal; by Dr, Dugas. New Orleans Monthly 
Medical Register ; by A. Fofster Axaon, M. D. 

The Annual Meeting of the State Medical Society will take place on Tneaday, February 3d, in 
the city of Albany. A large attendance is expected. 
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dbnginal Commnmcations. 



Dr. Adams. — Dear Sir: In my first communication, I reported 
several cases of ununited fracture ; some of which had been treated 
successfully without resorting to severe surgical interference. I have 
since met with three cases, two in the leg, one in the arm (the last 
existing nearly a year, the other two between four and five months), 
which have been treated with like success, without any severer appli- 
cation than the galvanic battery ; keeping the parts in coaptation, and 
avoiding tight dressings. My present theme is 

THE NEWLY DEVISED MODE OF TREATING STRICTURES. 

The new method of treating strictures of the ureCbra by incbion, 
as recommended by Mr. Syme, of Edinburgh, has already given riae 
to much discussion. It has not as yet been extensively adopted, either 
in Great Britain or this country. But under the sanction of a reputa- 
ble name, whatever be the estimate ultimately placed upon it by the pro- 
fession, it is entitled as a new proposal, to our respectful consideration ; 
and if attended with the favorable results which have been ascribed 
to it, even though it may not replace other modes of treatment, it must 
in some degree unsettle what are now looked upon as established 
usages in the management of a most troublesome and njbellious group 
of maladies. 

It is my present purpose to notice a few of the opinions recently 
advanced by Mr. Syme in connection with his new operation, and to 
offer as a comment upon these, the results of my own experience in the 
treatment of strictures within the past four months ; alluding to earlier 
cases so far only as these have a direct bearing upon the subject under 
consideration. 

TOL. I. — NO. 6. 11 
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Among his peculiar opinions are the following : 

I. That every stricture of the urethra is permeable, and curable 
by an external incision upon a grooved director previously passed into 
the urethra beyond the point of contraction. 

II. That this operation is sufficient for the complete remedy of the 
disease in its most inveterate and obstinate forms; and 

III. That it IS absolutely free from danger. 

** I beg leave to remark," says he, ** that the mode of treatment 
which I have proposed is intended for the relief, not of stricture in its 
ordinary form, which readily yields to dilatation, but to that which resists 
this and all other known means of remedy. Unless a stricture resists di- 
latation, or speedily contracts after being dilated, I do not resort to divi- 
sion." But says he, " In circumstances requiring the operation, I have 
maintained that it is always practicable, perfectly safe, and adequate to 
afford relief not only complete, but permanent. The opponents of my 
proposal say that strictures are not unfrequently impermeable so as to 
resist the entrance of a director for the knife. To this I reply that 
there is no such difficulty which may not be overcome ; and when told 
tha^ this term implies arrogant over-confidence on my part, I ask to 
be shown an impermeable stricture." 

As to the danger of the operation when performed as he directs, 
in the mesian line, and without wounding the deep fascia of the peri- 
neum, ** I maintain," says he, ** that the operation is absolutely free 
from danger, and appeal to the fact that I have performed it between 
forty and fifty times without a single fatal result." These statements 
we find in the Edinburgh Monthly Journal of Medical Science for 
April, 1851. 

His cases, it should here be stated, were with the exception of that 
which he published in 1844, nearly all within the past two years. For 
in his book " On Stricture of the Urethra and Fistula in Perineo," which 
was published in 1849, he enumerates only eleven. 

With regard to the permanency of the cpres which are effected by 
his method, he again remarks, " I have ascertained beyond question 
that even in the most severe and obstinate forms of the disease, com- 
plete aiid permanent relief may be afforded by the operation." He is 
evidently unwilling to admit exceptions to this assertion. He has not 
even so far qualified it as to introduce the usual expression, " some," for 
exceptional cases. And yet he finds fault with his opponents for hold- 
ing him to his word. " It would seem," says he, ** as if they had under- 
stood me to pay that it must produce this effect, and have eagerly en- 
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deavored to hunt out some case of relapse, as a complete extinguisher 
of the procedure/' The following passage in his own words, however, 
gives the qualification to his foregoing remarks, in not very consistent 
terms. 

''A single instance of unequivocal success should therefore counter- 
halance almost an j amount of partial or complete failure. But in point of 
fact, the result of my practice has heen entirely favorahle, with hardly 
any exceptions, and these, I doubt not, might have been avoided with 
the assistance of more extended experience and knowledge of the cir- 
cumstances adverse to complete attainment of the object in view. The 
precise extent to which the stricture requires to be divided, does not 
appear to be the same in all cases ; and I have also generally remarked 
that when the wound of the urethra heals by granulation instead of 
the first intention, there is less risk of future trouble." 

The following are the essential steps of the operation, and subse- 
quent treatment, as recommended in Mr. Syme's book. 

" A grooved director slightly curved, and small enough to pass 
readily through the stricture, is next introduced, and confided to one 
of the assistants. The surgeon now makes an incision in the mid- 
dle line of the perineum or penis, wherever the stricture is situated. 
It should be about an inch or inch and-a-half in length, and extend 
through the integuments, together with the [and ] subjacent tex- 

tures exterior to the urethra. The operator then taking the handle of 
the director in his left, and the knife, which should be a small, straight 
bistoury, in his right hand ; feels with his fore-finger, guarding the blade, 
for the director, and pushes the point into the groove behind or on the 
bladder-side of the stricture ; runs the knife forwards so as to divide 
the whole of the thickened texture at the contracted part of the canal ; 
and withdraws the director. Finally, a No. 7 or 8, silver catheter is 
introduced into the bladder and retained by a suitable arrangement of 
tapes, with a plug to prevent trouble from the discharge of urine. 

" The process having been thus completed, the patient has merely 
to remain quietly in bed for forty-eight hours, when the catheter should 
be withdrawn, and all restraint removed. At the end of eight or ten 
days a moderate-sized bougie should be passed, and repeated once a 
week or fortnight for two months. In most cases the cure may then 
be dee^ied complete and lasting. But if the tendency to contraction 
should have been extreme, it will be a prudent precaution to have the 
bougie passed four or five times in the course of a year, in order to 
avoid all risk of future trouble." 
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The first remark that naturally occurs to any surgeon of experience 
in perusing the various communications of Mr. Syme to the Edinburgh 
Monthly Journal in reference to this operation, is that he should have 
made the discovery that all strictures are permeable not only after 
having stated to the contrary iu his previous surgical writings ; but 
after having in his communication in the month of October, 1844, ac- 
tually reported a case in which he was obliged to overcome the ob- 
struction by a concealed trocar, cutting from within ; and another ia 
which, failing to overcome a stricture, he had been obliged to operate 
as others are still often obliged to operate, without the aid of a 
director. The recollection of these circumstances alone, not to speak 
of other considerations, should have repressed that boastful sneer in 
which he indulges at the expense of an associate. 

Professor Miller having been celled at midnight to an hospital pa- 
tient with stricture, and with retention of urine so urgent as to admit 
of no delay, very properly operated by puncture in the perineum with- 
out attempting to use the director, and subsequently reported the case in 
connection with others, as not amenable to Mr. Syme's method. Where- 
upon Mr. S. observes, " if instead of resorting to extreme measures, he 
had tested my power to deal with them as permeable, and found the issue 
unsuccessful, he might then, indeed, have come to the society with 
some show of evidence against my fundamental principle." — Monthly 
Journal, April, lS51,p, 336. 

The next remark that will occur to those who are at all familiar 
with the literature of the profession, is, that the operation of dividing 
the urethra by an external incision for the cure of stricture, is not a 
newly devised procedure ; and that those who have resorted to it have 
not always found it so effectual in bringing about a permanent cure as 
Mr. S. would lead us to believe. As a means of relief in the more 
urgent and obstinate forms of disease, it has had the sanction of centu- 
ries ; and, so far as 1 am aware, it has never been condemned or repu- 
diated. In former limes it was performed rather recklessly and even 
barbarously, as may be seen by referring to the writings of Dionis* or 
Le Dran.t But more recently it has been practiced with much greater 
circumspection, especially in this country ; where attention has been 
particularly directed to it by Dr. Jameson of JBaltimore, whose essay 
on the treatment of strictures of the urethra by external incision, first 
Appeared in the American Medical Recorder for 1824^ and whose 

• Surgical Operations, p. 112. f Operations in Surgery, p. 282. 
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practice has been more extensively made known by Dr. Reese of this 
city, in his notes to the American edition of Mr. Samuel Cooper's Sur- 
gical Dictionary. 

The only novelty, then, in Mr. Syme's method is that he operates 
with the aid of a director, and, consequently, in cases which others 
have heretofore usually considered amenable to milder measures, and 
which they would attempt to cure, or be satisfied to palliate — by the use 
of the bougie, by steel or other metallic sounds, by warm baths, tobacco 
poultices to the perineum, anodyne enemata, diluents, sedatives, or 
the muriated tincture of iron internally, or by some one or more of the 
thousand remedies which are occasionally employed in such cases. 
The applicability of his special mode of treatment to all severe cases, 
he maintain8 by assuming from the results of his own recent experi- 
ence, that all strictures are permeable, and that ^they can be healed by 
the knife in such a way as to avoid the dangers incidental to the more 
common mode of operating ; which is either without the aid of the 
grooved staff, or with this reaching only to the point of contraction in 
the urethra. 

I have no desire, as some have done, to charge Mr. S. with want of 
good faith in the defence of his practice or opinions. Having every 
confidence in his honesty of purpose, I see no reason to question the 
accuracy of the reports which he has published of his own cases. If 
he has erred in the estimation which he sets upon the merits of his in- 
novations, his error must be met in a scientific rather than a captious 
spirit ; and if he has, in defending himself against opponents, ventured 
farther than prudence or his own cool judgment would justify, it is 
the duty of those who cannot follow him to the full extent, to consider 
how much he may have added to our actual means of benefiting our 
patients, and to show from the results of their own experience, how 
fax he may have been misled. 

Now, in support of his '' fundamental principle" that all strictures 
are permeable, it is not enough to show that a stricture apparently im- 
permeable at any given time, may become permeable afi;erwards. Such 
instances are not of rare occurrence. So long as a case of stricture 
is not reduced to the condition giving rise to actual or threatened mis- 
chief from retention (and no other cases impose the necessity of im- 
mediate incisions), it is always the duty of the surgeon to attempt to 
overcome the obstruction, and he usually is able to overcome it, by 
gentle means. Were such not the fact, there is nothing so peculiarly 
original or ingenious in the use of a grooved staff, that any surgeon of 
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ordinary tact might not long ago have considered himself justified in 
employing it as a guide for incision in every close or resiliating stric- 
ture. But there are cases which do not admit of delay, and which call for 
immediate relief, even though the urethra be in a state of irritability, 
and the stricture for the lime insuperable by the catheter, or by any 
gentler means which may be brought to bear upon them with sufficient 
speed to obviate rupture of the urethra or bladder, and the fatal results 
which follow in the train of such accidents. Now, these are the cases 
for which Mr. Syme's mode of proceeding makes no due provision, 
and which he has consequently ignored. In support of these remarks 
I may refer to a few of my own recent cases. 

The first which I would adduce shows that a stricture apparently 
impervious at one time, may be found permeable at another ; and 
hence that such a case is not to be treated in a summary manner ; thus 
far coinciding with Mr. Syme. 

Case I. — William Ferguson, an English seaman aged 52, was ad- 
mitted into the second department of the New York Hospital, October 
25th, 1851, with a recent fracture of his right leg, and a long-standing 
disease of his urinary organs. The treatnient of the fi'acture calls for 
no notice except to say that it went on favorably to a cure. Soon afi:er 
admission, his difficulty in micturition became the principal source of 
trouble. He had had symptoms of stricture for about three years, 
and had previously had one attack of retention. About fourteen 
raonthg ago he first perceived a hard lump in the track of the urethra 
behind the scrotum. This lump suppurated j and about eight months 
ago it was punctured, giving discharge to pus and urine, and it has re- 
mained open most of the time since. There is a stricture at the meatus 
externus, and another at or near the membranous part of the urethra. 
The latter is at the present time impervious, but admits bougie No. 1 
for a small distance beyond the nearest point of contraction. The pa- 
tient suffers at times from rigors, followed by fevers and perspirations. 
He has also a large hydrocele, with some enlargement of the testicle on 
the right side of the scrotum, and which has existed about eighteen 
months. Towards the latter part of November I withdrew the fluid 
from the hydrocele and scarified the tunica vaginalis, snipping off a 
small portion of it, which I drew out through the minute puncture 
made with the blade of a narrow bistoury. Subsequent to the opera- 
tion, the scrotum was firmly strapped so as to favor adhesion of the 
tunica vaginalis to the testicle. In this way the hydrocele was overcome. 
Attempts were next made to dilate the stricture, so as to get a director 
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through it for performing the operation recommended by Mr. 
Syme. 

On the dd of December the indurated lump, being again inflamed 
and disposed to enlarge, was laid open by a free incision. The urine 
could be voided only with great effort in a small stream, and mixed 
with pus. The prostate gland was found to be greatly enlarged. 

The patient, since the 1st inst., has been in the hands of my col- 
league, Dr. Buck, who, on the 16th of December, enlarged the con- 
traction of the meatus externus by a slight incision. 

Dec. 22d. The stricture now admits bougie No. 8, although at 
times it becomes again irritable, and resists the instrument. 

Jan. 14th,, The irritability has entirely subsided ; the patient 
wears bougie No. 10. There is, however, chronic catarrh of the 
bladder. The urine is heavily charged with thick, purulent and ropy 
mucus. 

Jan, 22d. The urethra now admits bougie No. 12, and the contrac- 
tion at the external meatus is greater than at any other part of the 
urethra. The patient being thus far relieved^ was not subjected to 
the operation of Mr, Syme, as at fii*st intended. 

In connection with the stricture of the meatus in this case, I believe 
it was the result of contraction from the cicatrix of an old chancre. 
Strictures originating at this point, from this cause, are among the 
most difBcult to cure. I cannot therefore subscribe to the opinion of 
Mr. Syme's reviewer, in a recent number of the British and Foreign 
Medico Chirurgical,* who states, that by overcoming the deeper stric- 
ture, tbat which lies in front of this, and wbicb is usually secondary to 
it, subsides of itself. 

The following case shows that a stricture at one time impervious, 
may at another be overcome by a milder remedy than the external in- 
cision, and one which Sir Everard Home, many years ago, was as 
confident in advancing and advocating among the permanent means 
of cure as Mr. Syme now is, inspeaking of his own method. 

Cask II. — ^Joseph Thompson, seaman, admitted Sept. 30th, 1851, 
into the second department of the hospital, with a stricture near the 
membranous portion of the urethra, from which he had suffered 
many years, and. which had been formerly under treatment in the hos- 
pital, with only partial relief. The stricture could not be overcome by 
any instrument, notwithstanding my most patient and varied efforts 
, with gum elastic, wax, and metallic bougies, aided by the warm bath 
•ForJuIy, 1851— p. 130. 
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and other treatment The urine was at times voided guttatim, 
but usually iu a very small stream, and the patient had occasional 
attacks of the ephemeral fever (chills, excitement, and sweating), 
which are so common to most cases of stricture with imtability of the 
urethra. 

On the 6th of October I introduced a wax bougie, armed at the 
point with a particle of nitrate of silver, about as big as the head of a 
small pin. The caustic having been sunk in a small cavity, made 
with the point of a probe, at the extremity of the bougie, and was 
guarded with a thin layer of cerate, to prevent it from acting on the 
walls of the urethra, prior to reaching the point of stricture. This 
preparation carried down to the stricture, was allowed to melt there, 
and the bougie was then removed. The procedure gave rise to no 
permanent uneasiness, and was repeated once a week for three suc- 
cessive weeks. On the 13th of November, while the patient was in a 
warm bath, I succeeded for the first time in clearing the stricture, and 
passing a small flexible bougie completely through into the bladder. 
The contraction, once overcome, offered no subsequent resistance of 
any moment. The patient had no recurrences of his ephemeral fever. 
Nov. 22d, he has a large bougie introduced daily. Dec. 1st, he was 
discharged, cured. 

In connection with this case I would remark, that for many years 
I have — where cauterization of the urethra is necessary — been in the 
habit of using the armed })ougie of Sir Everard Home, to the exclu- 
sion of most of the more recently contrived and complicated instru- 
ments. By whatever instrument the caustic is introduced, it must 
extend, in melting, to the parts immediately around the stricture ; and 
the application is quite as direct by this as by any other contrivance; 
nor does the minute particle of caustic do any serious mischief in the 
way of exciting ulceration or erosion. It appears to act by exciting a 
very superficial impression on the mucous surface, and quickening the 
power of absorption, to resolve old deposits, as in its application to 
chronic folicular affections of the throat, and diseases of the conjunctiva 
or cornea, where we have ocular evidence that no ulcerative action 
need follow the careful application of it. I have never known it, but in a 
single instance, to aggravate the symptoms of retention, and then only 
for an hour or two. In one instance, treated by a friend, where pro- 
fuse hemorrhage followed the use of caustic, the amount applied was 
probably ranch greater than the circumstances of the case would war- 
rant. In this instance the patient nearly bled to death. I saw the case 
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in consultation, many years ago» and checked the flow of blood by 
throwing into the urethra, through a silver canula, a strong solution 
of acetate of lead. This patient subsequently married, and became 
the father of a family. I believe he has had no recurrence of his 
stricture. After using the nitrate of silver as a caustic, once, twice, or 
three times in this way, the stricture, if not involving the canal to 
any great extent, or connected with much surrounding induration, is 
usually cleared without much difficulty ; and when thus cleared, I am 
disposed to believe the cure will prove quite as e£fectual as by the 
severer measure proposed by Mr. Syme. 

The following case shows that strictures cannot always be over- 
come in time to prevent the necessity for incisions, and hence that the 
surgeon cannot always have the aid of the grooved director in making 
these. It also further shows that the division of the stricture, by ex- 
ternal incision, does not always overcome the disposition to contrac- 
tion, and that it is not always safe to lay aside the use of the cathe- 
ter, after free incision, so soon as Mr. Syme would lead us to suppose. 

Cask III. — Henry Punter, paper-stainer, aged 31, was admitted in 
the Hospital, Oct. 14th, 1851, with complicated disease of the urethra. 
About six years previously he had had an attack of gonorrhoea, fol- 
lowed by an obstinate gleet and difficulty of micturition, which latter 
has continued to trouble him more or less ever since. The disease 
has been on the increase for the past year, and more so within the past 
two months, during which he has had frequent attacks of retention. 
Twelve days ago a physician, in attempting to pass a flexible instru- 
ment, appears. to have lacerated the urethra. This accident was soon 
followed by much tumefaction and the formation of an abscess on the 
lower part of the penis, about two inches behind the meatus externus. 
When admitted he could void his urine only with great suffering, and 
in a very minute stream. The abscess was now opened and poulticed, 
and other measures were taken to overcome the inflammation, and 
subdue the irritability of the urethra ; but the symptoms of retention 
becoming more urgent, I was obliged, on the 24th of October, to resort 
to more active measures. While the patient was under the effects of 
sulphuric ether, I examined the urethra with care, and detected sev- 
eral strictures. One was at the point where the abscess had formed, 
in the spongy part of the urethra. This I laid open freely by an ex- 
ternal incision. A second, just beyond this, and behind the scrotum, 
I reached, and divided, through the same external opening. And a 
third, in or near the membranous part of the urethra, I divided by 
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an incision through the perioeum, passing the metallic sound as far as 
it would go in the division of each of these, and when they were 
divided) carrying a silver catheter of ncoderate size completely through 
into the bladder, and leaving it there, secured by strings and corked 
in the usual manner, allowing it to be changed every few days, to pre- 
vent calcareous deposits, and to remove the mucus, &c., from the 
eanal. 

Oct 28th. The patient has had no unpleasant symptoms; the 
largest instrument. No. 12, passes without difficulty. Nov. 6th« The 
wounds are closing by granulation. Diec. 3d. The wound in the peri- 
neum hns cicatrized^. The other cut is contracted to a mere pin-hole. 
The urine is rather turbid. The patient is on the use of an infusion 
of diosma crenata. 

Dec. 20th. — The instrument was this morning left out for rather 
more than three hours, when, owing to the rapid contraction of the 
urethra, it could scarcely be restored, and was, in fact, introduced only 
with much pain to the patient. The urine is now healthy. 

Jan. 10th, 1852. — The patient is still obliged to wear the instru- 
ment to overcome the disposition to contraction, but can leave it out 
with safety rather more than two hours at a time. He has still occa- 
sional tendency to febrile symptoms, associated with a turbid state of 
the urine, for which he requires leeching, the use of diaphoretics, and 
other soothing treatment. 

Jan. 26th.-^Since last date he has had no unpleasant symptoms. 
The incisions are closed, and the tendency to contraction in the ure- 
thra, though not entirely overcome, is much diminished. The case is 
still un'ler observation. 

The following case shows that with the aid of a grooved staff, or 
other instrument as a guide for the incision into the urethra, the oper- 
ation is not so free from danger as Mr. Syme would lead us to believe. 

Case IV. — Charles Roope, an Englishman, aged 46, was admitted 
into the first surgical division of the New York Hospital, Sept 4th, 
1851, with an unhealthy ulcer, which was probably a secondary vene- 
real sore, on the lower aspect of the penis, near the scrotum, existing 
about ^"ve months, and with a slight stricture beyond the bulb. The 
patient had no other evidences of secondary disease. Subsequent to 
admission he was put on the use of the perchloride of mercury, in 
alterative doses, and afterw^ards on hydriodate of potassa ; in the mean- 
while using the catheter, and various local applications to the ulcer, 
without much benefit. The induration of the integuments proceeded 
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inwards, until at length the spongy body became involved. On 
taking charge of this patient in the latter part of December, I found 
that the ulcer had already perforated the urethra, and the urine was 
seen in small quantities oozing through it On the 6th January, wish- 
ing if possible to overcome the induration by a free incision through 
the whole of the diseased mass, I introduced a director into the ure- 
thra, and made the incbion precisely as directed by Mr. Syme, the pa« 
tient being under the influence of ether. 

No untoward symptoms at first occurred ; but on the 12th of Janu- 
ary there were some evidences of constitutional disturbance ; the pa- 
tient's tongne became heavily coated, his bowels became loose, and 
there was some oedema around the prepuce and scrotum. The diarr^r 
hcea persisted ; on the 16 th he had a rigor ; on the 18th be began to 
complain of severe pain in the right side of his thorax, and had a ra- 
ther sharp oough. Physical exploration detected crepitation in the 
lower part of the right lung. The surface of the cut has assumed an 
unhealthy aspect. The feeble reaction, with typhoid symptoms, pre- 
cluded the hope of benefit from depleting measures. The patient at 
the first onset of the unfavorable symptoms, had taken one or two 
doses of blue mass and opium. The diarrhoea was subsequently met 
by anodyne anemata. A blister was applied over the region of disease 
in the chest, and he took an expectorant mixture, (tincture of sangui- 
nana, 3ii, solution of sulphate of morphine gtt. x, with syrup ^iiiss), in 
dram doses every three hours. But he continued to fail, and died on 
the 27th of January. J had no opportunity of making a post mortem 
examination. The previous condition of the patient, and the crowded 
state of a ward in which he lay, where there were several other 
severe cases, some of them with copious purulent discharges, may 
have contributed to the fatal termination. 

The foregoing is the third fatal case, out of perhaps fifteen or twen- 
ty, that I have met with after external incision of the urethra in my 
own practice, though I could enumerate several others from the prac- 
tice of my colleagues. In my own practice, the first fatal case occur- 
red many years ago in a private patient, whose urethra, before I saw 
him, had ulcerated behind a stricture, and given rise to an abscess in 
front of the bladder, which was prevented from communicating with 
the peritoneum by the peritoneal fascia, and this aftt^r death was found 
bounding the abscess like a diaphragm above. The other case is re- 
cent, and belongs to the group which have fallen under my care within 
the past four months. 
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Cask V. Nathan Hadley, of Massachusetts, aged 45, boatman, was 
admitted from the medical into the surgical wards of the second divi- 
sion of the Hospital on the 21st of October, 1851, having previously 
been admitted as a medical case and treated for catarrh of the bladder. 
On coming under my care I found that with copious deposits of pus in 
his urine, he had t^o rather troublesome strictures, which had existed 
twelve years. The first was at the meatus, and had clearly been pro- 
duced by the cicatrization of an old chancre. The other appeared to 
lie just behind the bulb of the urethra. Soon after these strictures 
first occurred they had been treated by bougies with great benefit, 
leaving the patient comparatively comfortable for several years. But 
for some years past he has been obliged to rise frequently at night. 
About a year since, the difficulty of evacuating his bladder became 
much greater than formerly; the water, at times, passing only in drops, 
and usually mixed with a copious discharge of purulent matter. 

On the 31st of October, fiiiling in several previous attempts to over- 
come the deep stricture with the bougie, I put the patient under the 
influence of sulphuric ether, divided the external stricture by a free 
incision, introduced a director down to the deeper stricture, and laid 
this open beyond the point of the director by a free incision through 
the perineum, and thus succeeded in getting a full-sized silver catheter 
fairly into the bladder. This instrument was subsequently worn there, 
and managed as in other similar cases. 

Nov. 5th. Last night the patient had a severe chill, and this morn- 
ing he is in a state of febrile excitement, yet with general symptoms 
/Of adynamia, the pulse small and rapid. Owing to the copious suppu- 
ration of the bladder, the instrument is frequently clogged, and requires 
frequent removal ; injections of tepid water, or of infusion of roses, are 
occasionally thrown into the bladder. 

Nov. 8th. There is a blush, of erysipelatous inflammation spreading 
over the hips, and most active immediately around the wound in the 
perineum. The patient's respiration is somewhat embarrassed, and 
crepitation is detected in the right lung. Owing to his position it was 
not convenient to examine the condition of the left. The treatment 
instituted was of an alexapharmic character, and was attended with no 
benefit. The patient died on the lOth of November. The bladder 
was found greatly thickened, and its mucous surface ulcerated. A 
false passage of old date, and lined with a thick, firm membrane, was 
found extending from the urethra inwards to the left posterior aspect of 
the prostrate gland. Several small purulent deposits were found in 
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each lung. The left yeDtricle of the heart was coDOODtrically hyper- 
trophied. The aortic yalves were coDtracted» artheromatous deposits 
existed in the aorta near its origin, as also in the radial arteries. 

The fatal result in this case was owing to the supervention of puru- 
lent cachexia: an accident too frequent in the surgical wards of every 
large hospital. But the great mortality attending operations in the 
New York Hospital of late, has doubtless been induced to some ex* 
tent, by the diffusion of the typhus poison, great numbers of emi- 
grants suffering from typhus having been constantly under treatment 
in the medical wards. Measures have recently been taken to accom- 
modate these elsewhere, and it is to be hoped that the results of 
surgical operations amongst us will again be as fortunate as in former 
years. 

In connection with this subject, I would here also take occasion to 
remark, that it is still an open question how Jar the use of anaesthetics 
ffiaj/, of late years, have contributed to the adynamic symptoms so 
commonly observed among our patients between the fifth and the 
tenth day after severe operations, and thus added to the causes which 
have augmented the fatality. 

Ether as well as chloroform acts as a local irritant, causing desqua^ 
matino of the cuticle, and of the epithelium of the lips when ap- 
plied to them. It is not unreasonable to suppose that, carried into 
the ultimate ramifications of the air tubes, these agents may there ex- 
cite a similar condition, and by impairing the healthy action of the 
lungs, indirectly give rise to the general adynamic condition of the 
system, or as in the foregoing case, to an obscure or latent form of 
pneumonia. To determine the remote influence of these agents upon 
the organic functions is a problem worthy of the most serious inquiry ; 
and is to be solved only by the persevering and accurate study of cases 
individually and collectively for several successive years, I have 
already had occasion to allude to this problem in a reply to some 
inquiries from a Committee of the House of Representatives who are 
now investigating Dr. Morton's claims for remuneration for having in- 
troduced these agents to the notice of jthe profession. I have taken 
some steps to get at the truth of the matter so far as the past experi- 
ence of our hospital can show it in a tabular summary ; and I hope to 
be able, by this and other means, some day to settle this most impor- 
tant question. 

The following case is in further evidence, of the impossibility of 
overcoming stricture in time to«obviate the necessity of puncturing the 
urethra for the relief of an overdistended bladder. 
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Ca8B VI.— Jonathan Reynolds, of New York, a tailor, aged 30, 
was admitted into the first surgical department September 14lk, 1851, 
with retention of urine, existing twentjhours* The patient had &r 
many years suffered from severe strictures. A fistula near the base of 
the penis had existed two years, and he had often before had similar 
attacks of retention. After having for eleven hours endeavored by 
means of catheterism, warm baths, the internal use of muriated tincture 
of iron and other remedies, to overcome the obstmction, it was found 
necessary to puncture the urethra through the perineum, without the 
aid of the director. 

Towards the close of December* the padent came under my care 
for the first time. The wound in the perineum had already cicatrized. 
But the fistula at the base of the penis had ulcerated, so as to destroy 
a portion of the wall of the urethra to the extent of more than half an 
inch ; the principal part, if not the whole, of the stricture, had been re- 
moved by the ulcerative process. I attempted to close this gaping 
orifice by quickening its edges and drawing up a flap from the scro- 
tum to supply the loss of integument. The operation, however, can- 
not be said to have succeeded in accomplishing this object. Only par- 
tial adhesion took place, and this again gave way. But the flap 
continued to rest loosely over the opening ; and by proper dressing 
may finally adhere there by the granulating process. The case is still 
under observation. 

I here omit a severe case of fistulous urethra, and retention of 
urine with impermeable stricture, subjected to operation by one of my 
colleagues before it came under my care at the Hospital within the 
period embraced in this report. The case resulted favorably ; but it 
presents no new or striking features. 

But before bringing this communication to a close, I should perhaps 
allude more particularly than 1 have yet done, to the treatment of 
urinary fistula, whether opening through the anterior walls of the 
abdomen, backwards into the rectum, downwards through the perin- 
eum, or at any point anterior to the triangular ligament, whether 
through the scrotum, at the folds of the groin, or near the base, or 
along the body of the penis> either on its upper or lower aspect ; for 
I have met with them in each of these situations. From cases of this 
class it would be easy to show how inaccurate are Mr. Syme's opinions 
in regard to the permanency of the cure which is effected by even the 
most extensive division of the strictures upon which these fistulas 
usually depend. 
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The disposition to contraction and recurrence of the obstruction in 
these cases is hard]y ever completely overcome by any operation. 
The worst cases of this sort are where the fistulaa are numerous, and 
complicated with extensive induration of parts contiguous to the 
urethra ; and again, in children, where the disease is the result of falls 
or blows upon the perineum. In one instance of this latter sort, a boy 
about ten years old, who had already been twice subjected to free in- 
cision, by bis previous attendants, I again divided the stricture through 
the perineum, by a very free incision, and kept him wearing the 
catheter for many months. But when the instrument was laid aside 
for a few days the contraction would recur; and at the interval of 
nearly a year the parts became so consolidated that I was again 
obliged to renew the operation. I had again the mortification to be 
baffled in my attempts to keep the urethra open, and at length gave 
up all hope of doing so. The passage became permanently obliterated 
at the point of injury, and the patient ever afterwards voided his urine 
through the perineal opening, sitting like a woman. After arriving at 
man's estate he again came under my care with chancres and buboes. 
His general health was good, but ho still was obliged to micturate 
through the perineal opening ; not one drop ever passing through the 
natural outlet. Another case, a boy who had been similarly injured, 
was, some years ago, brought to the Hospital from the South, with a 
fistula in his hypogastric region, made for unloading his bladder, the 
natural passage having been disorganized by the injury. For more 
than a year this boy voided all his urine through the abdominal open- 
ing. He was under the care of my colleague, Dr. Buck, who restored 
the channel of the urethra by a perineal incision, and the subsequent 
use of the catheter, afler which the fistula became spontaneously oblit* 
erated. 

The study of strictures of the urethra, in their various aspects and 
relations, is almost inexhaustible; but I must here drop it for the 
present, with the concluding remark, that though I cannot accede to 
the views recently promulgated by Mr. Sjme, I am disposed to be- 
lieve the operation which he proposes will not be wholly laid aside. 
Without wishing to adopt it unreservedly, I would nevertheless prefer 
it, in almost any case, to the internal puncture by means of the con- 
cealed trocar or urethral dart of Mr. Philips. I believe, that under 
proper restrictions, it will occasionally be of great service, and add to 
our resources for the management of obstinate strictures. But it can 
never wholly replace the use of the armed bougie, and will usually 
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be obviated in cases even of tight stricture, by other and milder 
means. 

Apologizing for the space which I have consumed in your present 
number, I remain yours truly, 

JOHN WATSON, M. D. 

New York, February 16th, 1862. 



Diptherite and its Diagnosis from Cynanche Trachealis, with a report 
of three cases; in two of which the operation of Tracheotomy was suc- 
cessfully performed^ by W. Cooper Anderson, M. D., Staten Island, 

N.Y. 

M. Bretonneau, of Tours, was the first to to describe and name a 
disease similar in its termination to Croup, and no doubt still frequently 
confounded with it. The following description, which I transcribe 
from Kyland, will be recognized as perfectly characterizing this affec- 
tion, which is the Diptherite of Bretonneau : 

'*It commences with pain in the throat, difficulty of swallowing, 
and general febrile symptoms ; on inspecting the fauces, the tonsils are 
observed to be swelled and reddened, and to have upon their surface 
patches of a thick, opaque, whitish concretion, which, at this period of 
the disease, are easily detached from the mucous membrane. If al- 
lowed to go on unchecked, the inflammation and the membranous ex- 
udation spread by continuity to the adjacent parts, the soft palate and 
pharynx ; the glands at the angles of the jaw begin to swell, and de- 
glutition becomes more difficult." 

** If the concretion be detached from the membrane beneath, the 
redness greatly augments in the denuded parts, and another and thicker 
concretion is soon poured out, which adheres to the mucous surface 
with more tenacity than before. In most instances, in four or five 
days, laryngeal symptoms begin to display themselves, such as a hoarse 
cough, alteration in the sound of the voice, and dyspnoea. From this 
time the patient has every appearance of suffering from severe Croup, 
with the addition of an almost complete inability to swallow; the 
breathing becomes quick, laborious, and sonorous, the voice is soon ex- 
tinct, the countenance livid, and the pulse small and intermitting ; par- 
oxysms of suffocation take place, till in one more severe than the rest, 
death closes the scene." 

This disease has been prevailing as an epidemic with us on Staten 
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Island for the past few weeks ; and, observing that the weelily bills of 
mortality for the city show, for the same period, an unueual propor- 
tion of deaths from •• croup," it is podsible that a greater or less num. 
her of these may be of the same nature, and perhaps from not having 
been seen in the early stages, have been confounded with the true 
croup or **Cynanche Trachealis" of Cullen. The importance of an 
accurate diagnosis becomes apparent in reference to the question of 
the propriety of an operation ; for while the operation of tracheotomy 
stands condemned by the verdict of the best authorities in infant pa- 
thology, this appreciation may have arisen from its want of success in 
Cynanche Trachealis, the pathology of which makes it an operation of 
doublful propriecy, while in diptherite, with supervening symptoms of 
croup, it may not only be justifiable and proper, but L trust the 
happy result from the operation in the following cases, will lead to its 
being regarded as imperatively called for when all hoj^e from remedial 
measures fails. In giving this as my opinion, I am awaro that many 
authorities have agreed differently. Ryland says in reference to its 
performance in diphtherite : ** The operation cannot be performed 
with so much facility iji this disease even as it can in croup, on account 
of the enlargement of the absorbent glands, and the greater degree of 
external swelling of the neck. From all these considerations it ap- 
pears that tracheotomy is scarcely justifiable, that its accomplishment 
is attended with difficulty, and its efficacy involved in great doubt." 

Dr. West, in his excellent lectures on the Diseases of Children, 
says : " In England the result of almost every instance of the perform- 
ance of tracheotomy, in cases of croup, has been so unfavorable, that 
the operation is scarcely looked on as a justifiable proceeding." 

He accounts for the greater success which has attended the opera- 
tion in France, by the different character which the disease presents in 
the two countries. He says : " In France, croupal symptoms are in- 
duced, in the majority of cases, by the extension to the larynx of false 
membrane, originally deposited on the fauces and soft palate, while the 
windpipe itself is comparatively seldom in a state of active inflamma- 
tion." The only instance in which he had seen it performed, was in 
the case of a child of five years of age, and which terminated unfavor- 
ably ; he does not, therefore, decide in favor of the operation. 

Dr. Churchhill quotes all the recorded cases of the operation 
(p. 2fi2, et 8eq)t and also gives the opinions of different authors who 
have written on this subject, with the arguments for and against it. 

The examination of these, together with my own observations in 

12 



178 Ander^oiih Ccbsea of DiptJterite. [March, 

seyeral cases of diptberite. and the favorable result of the following 
cases, lead me to the conclusion that tracheotomy promises greater 
chances of success in croupal symptoms which are the sequences of 
diptheritic inflammation of the fauces, than in true croup, in which we 
have no positive means of ascertaining if the deposition of false membrane 
has not taken place in the trachea itself, in which case, I apprehend 
the prospects of success would be very small. 

Case I.— Thursday, Sept. 18, 1850. Was called by Dr. S. R, 
Smith to see a male child, aged two years and four months. He had 
recovered from an attack of measles about two months before, but had 
since that time been troubled with cough. On the Saturday previous 
the mother had observed a little hoarseness, which increased towards 
evening. The Doctor then, on examining the fauces, observed a small 
slough upon the free border of the tonsil, which he touched with a 
strong solution of nitrate of silver, and ordered small doses of calomel 
to be given at frequent intervals. Other patches formed in the fauces, 
and were freely touched with the nitrate of silver. During the four 
days previous to my seeing the child, successive crops of membranous 
concretions were formed and removed, leaving the mucous membrane 
of a bright red color. At the time of my seefng him (Thursday, 10 
o'clock, A.M.), evidence of the extension of the disease to the rima 
glottidis was present. Respiration was labored ; countenance anxious 
and distressed; voice husky, and scarcely louder than a whisper. Al- 
though the danger was great, it did not appear imminent; we therefore 
concluded to persevere in the use of the mercurial, with a view of in- 
ducing a more plentiful secretion on the part of the mucous membrane, 
also to continue the application of the nitrate of silver directly to the 
part concerned. Sal. Nit. Arg. grs. Ix. Aq. Distillat. gi. 

Friday 3 P. M. — The condition of the little patient had evidently 
changed for the woree. He was more restless and more feeble, 
constantly desiring to change his position, grasping everything with- 
in reach, with spasmodic energy. Since the last report, he has 
had several attacks of threatened suffocation, during one of which, an 
emetic of ipecacuhuana was administered with temporary relief Re- 
spiration, sixty per minute, and could be heard in the adjoining apart- 
ments. The vesicular murmur could not be heard ; on placing the ear 
to the posterior part of the chest, a short blowing sound accompany- 
ing the expiratory effort only, was distinguished: limbs cold, face livid* 
aloe of the nose distended and contracted, and the larynx drawn up 
convulsively with each respiration. 
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The case having arrived at this extremity, and the prospect of 
even an hour's delay holding out nothing but a fatal termination, I 
proposed the operation of tracheotomy, as affording the only chance of 
-life. During the delay necessary in preparing the minds of the pa- 
rents for the operation, which to them appeared a dreadful alternative, 
and against the resort to which all the influence of friends and neigh- 
bors dissuaded, while in its favor, we were careful not to hold out too 
flattering arguments, — the symptoms became more urgent, and suffoca- 
tion appeared momentarily threatened; so that when they finally gave 
their consent, there appeared little prospect but that the child might 
die during the operation. I proceded to operate, cautiously dividing 
the tissues by an incision from above downwards, commencing oppo- 
site the cricoid caililage, and extending about an inch and a half in 
length. The cutaneous veins were much distended; and, as they 
crossed the track of the incision, it was impossible to avoid dividing 
some of them. One large branch which bled profusely was secured 
by ligature; other branches of smaller size and more deeply seated, 
were carefully sponged with cold water, until bU bleeding ceased. The 
trachea was opened by a longitudinal incision of half an inch in ex- 
tent from below upwards; and when the canula was introduced, imme- 
diate amelioration of all the symptoms began, and the respiratory mur- 
mur became audible over the entire thoracic region. A little wine 
and water was administered to restore the force of the circulation, 
which had become extremely feeble from loss of Wood during the op- 
eration. From this time, the child continued^o improve. The ap- 
plication of the strong solution of nitrate of silver was continued to 
the larynx, as well as to the lining membrane of the trachea, through 
the artificial opening. For the first, week it was necessary to change 
the tube once in twelve hours, for the purpose of cleansing it, the 
copious secretion of tough tenacious mucus so obstructing it as to make 
its removal necessary. The tube could not be dispensed with until 
the first of October. The opening was then closed vnth a piece of 
adhesive plaster, the child breathing without difiiculty, in a perfectly 
natural and easy manner. The aperture readily healed, and there 
has been no cough or other symptoms of respiratory difficulty since. 
Case II. A few days after that operation, I was called to a boy 
eight years of age, laboring under the same disease, and with alarming 
symptoms of laryngeal complication. These had only been of two 
hours' duration, and there appeared yet lime for the employment of 
remedies. The attending physician had used cauterization as far as 
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practicable, and had placed the patient upon the use of 3 gr. doses of 
calomel; I advised the addition of ' mercurial inunction at frequent in* 
terrals. At the expiration of two hours the boy was evidently no 
worse ; before morning some improvement had taken place ; and after 
the lapse of a few hours, when the system was happily brought under 
the influence of mercury, all symptoms of the disease disappeared, and 
the boy rapidly recovered. 

Case III, Saturday, Nov. 15. Was called at 4 o'clock, A. M., to see 
a little girl aged three years and four months. She had been suffering 
for three or four days from diptherite, extending to the glottis, and 
now seriously impeding respiration. She had been sick altogether 
about ten days. The disease commenced at the tonsils, and extended 
to the pharynx. Dr. Smith, the attending physician, had freely cau- 
terized, and exhibited small doses of mercury until the gums were 
slightly affected. She was relieved, and was considered convalescent. 
It was now a renewal of the disease attacking the glottis. There being 
no immediate danger of suffocation, we agreed to wait until eight 
o'clock, A. M., and to try the effect of renewed doses of calomel and 
cauterization applied to the larynx. 8 o'clock, A. M. Respiration still 
presenting the peculiar phenomena of croup — the act of swallowing 
performed without difficulty. 9^ o'clock, A. M. Difficulty of breathing 
increased, and danger of suffocation imminent : thinking it would be no 
longer prudent to delay an operation, I proceeded to open the trachea, 
which was accomplished in fifteen minutes, and a tube inserted ; and 
we had the gratification of seeing the child perfectly relieved. 

4 o'clock, P. M. The patient has slept nearly the whole time since 
the operation, breathes perfectly easy, respiration cannot be heard at 
the distance of 3 feet. Nov. 22d. The patient has been very comfort- 
able since the operation — the tube has required to be changed about 
once in twelve hours — her voice has improved, and sufficient air passes 
up through the natural opening to enable her to articulate when she 
can be induced to make the effort. 

Ordered the following : 

^ . — Potass, sulphuret, gr. ix. 
Aq. Distillat, 3ij. 

Syr Simplic. Jj* 

Dose. — A teaspoonful every three hours. 

Nov. 25th. Removed the tube ; her voice is good and natural ; 
breathing is not perfectly free, as there is some rising and falling of the 
larynx during respiration ; still it is infinitely moi*e free than previous 



1862.] Eiooed's LetteTB on SjfphUis. 181 

to the operation. I therefore decided to close the wound, and con-^ 
tinue the use of the Hepar sulphuris,* and occasional cauterization of 
the larynx with the saturated solution of nitrate of silver. The child 
continued to improve, and has since remained perfectly well. 



Letter on Syphilis, No, 6. — By M. Ph. Ricord. Translated from the 
French by W. P. Lattimore, M. D., for the Med. Times. 

My Dear Friend: — ^I promised to enter to-day upon the great 
questions raised by the study of blenorrhagia. I am about to attempt 
to honor that grave promise — grave in reality ; for, as I would like to 
have the skill to demonstrate, the point about to be discussed may be 
considered as the key-stone of the syphilographic edifice. 

All that I have thus far said of blenorrhagia is to be referred to 
simple blenorrhagia, whether considered or not as the product of a 
particular virus ; but a virus completely foreign to that which deter- 
mines syphilis properly so called. 

However, this blenorrhagia, according to very many authors, may 
produce consecutive accidents, perfectly identical with those produced 
by chancre. It is incontestable, that a great number of patients affec- 
ted with constitutional syphilis accuse no other antecedents than a 
blenorrhagia. These patients are sometimes right ; I do not deny the 
fact; but, after having verified it, I do not limit myself to leave it in 
the crude state, to cry out with emphasis, it is a fact, and to oppose it 
T?ith intolerance to all interpretation. 

The whole question .may be reduced to these terms : When blen- 
orrhagia is the point of departure of a constitutional syphilis, was there 
not something else than what we have previously studied in blenor- 
rhagia proper ? 

Experiment has proved — and pathological anatomy has come to its 
aid — that the urethra, and the deep and concealed points of the other 
genital mucous membranes, maybe the seat of the chancre, source 
obligatory of syphilitic accidents. . 

It was from ignorance of urethral chancre that the doctrine of Bal- 
four, of Tode, of Bell, and the great scaffolding built and erected upon 
the experiments of Hernandez, have necessarily crumbled. With the 
doctrine of urethral or concealed chancre, virulent blenorrhagia can 
no longer be put in doubt ; it is identical with chancre ; it is chancre 
itself. 

This idea is not new in science ; and I am surprised that the seek- 
ers after priority have not, as yet, made me any objections on this ac- 
count. However, ulcerations of the urethra were a long time since 
recognized. May erne, in the seventeenth century, already attributed 

* I found this remedy ronch in vogue in the Yienna Hospital last winter; Up- 
holzer,the Professor of Clinical Medicine, using it in all cases of laryngeal affections, 
and even daimiug for it a specific influence over inflammation of that organ. 
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urethral blenorrhagia to the pua produced by intra-ur6thral • ulcers, 
and gave to it the name of Jiw^ota. Many others besides, whom I do 
not wish to recall, have verified the presence of urethral ulcerations ; 
but do you not find it curious that Swediaur, who sustains the identity 
of blenorrhagia and chancre, should say that one could not deny viru- 
lent blenorrhagia when ulcerations existed in the urethra ! 

If, in three autopsies of persons hung while affected with blenorrha- 
gia, Hunter was unable to verify the presence of ulcerations in the 
urethra ; if, in an autopsy of which M. Philippe Boyer has given the 
account, > if, in some others, still nothing has been (bund, it is because 
one then had to do with simple blenorrhagias. I have shown at the 
Academy of Medicine, two pieces of pathological anatomy, of which 
the drawing and the notes are to be found in the clinique iconographique 
of the Venereal Hospital, and on which MM. Cullerier and Lagneau 
were charged to Report, pieces on which urethral chancres existed at 
different depths, which had been recognized by inoculation before 
death. 

Then, inoculation first, and pathological anatomy afterwards, have 
incontestably proved the existence of urethral chancres ; and, in truth, 
no one denies it, even among those who wish to attribute syphilitic 
consequences to simple blenorrhagia. Concealed urethral chancre, 
then, is not an hypothesis ; it is a fact as rigorously established as any 
other medical fact. And yet, strange phenomenon ! even those who 
have the best studied chancre of the urethra, who, like M. Bauraes, 
have been able to recognize it at the depth of an inch in the canal, when 
the point was to establbh, logical deductions of its existence, love better 
to throw themselves into the field of hypothesis, than to admit what 
observation and good sense naturally indicate to them. See, in fact, 
M. Baumes among others, establish, with a rare sagacity, the differ- 
ences which exist between chancre and blenorrhagia, lucidly trace 
their differential characters, and reach the end of his parallel by con- 
cluding in the identity of these two accidents. 

It is ever, dear friend, the same struggle between the logic of facts 
and pre-conceived ideas, to the results of which, even in the great inind 
of Hunter, I have called your attention quite recently ; I have per- 
ceived still farther indices of it in an otherwise interesting pamphlet 
of M. Lafont-Gouzy, the son. ' 

But serious objections present themselves. The existence of 
urethral chancre being admitted, it is said, cannot explain all the cases 
of constitutional syphilis which appear to have blenorrhagia as their 
point df departure. The number of urethral chancres, it is added, is 
too small relative to that of constitutional poxes with blenorrhagic an- 
tecedents. Finally there are blenorrhagias in which it has been im- 
possible to determine the existence of urethral chancres, and which 
have been followed by constitutional accidents. ' 

I am about to astonish my antagonists by making them this enorm- 
ous concession : all that is true. But you will see, dear friend, that 
this concession is only apparent; for I make haste to add : what ceases 
to be true are the explanations which have been given of these facts. 
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It is very certain that relatively to the immense quantity of blenor- 
rbagias which exist* the blenorrhagia symptomatic of concealed chan- 
cre constitutes the exception. So that some say to me, with an ap- 
pearance of reason : but how does it happen then that the number of cases 
of syphilis supervening upon pretenaed concealed chancre, should be 
almost in proportion to the poxes supervening upon external chancre ? 

Here, my dear friend, I demand all your attention; not because I 
wish to be subtile or captious, but because the form of reasoning I am 
forced to employ, itself very subtile and very captious, needs to be fol- 
lowed in all us terms : 

Yes, concealed urethral chancre is rare. 

No, the number of poxes resulting from concealed urethral chancre 
does not appear small. 

You are about to cry out the sophism; Hear me. 

Concealed urethral chancre is rare, that is incontestable ; my ex- 
periments, those of my honorable colleague and friend, M. Puche, those 
of many other observers, have proved it beyond a perad venture. Do 
you wish me to establish a proportion ? I am willing ; let us admit one 
in a thousand, which is beyond the truth I am profoundly convinced. 

Let there, then, be on the one hand, one concealed chancre to a 
thousand simple claps. Recollect on the other hand how frequent, how 
common, how disseminated is blenorrhagia. Recollect that Lisfranc,with 
a little exaggeration perhaps, said that in 1,000 adults he counted 800 who 
had had, who did have, or who would have the clap. However it may be, 
my dear friend, of one thousand blenorrhagias, there are 999 of which 
you will hear nothing farther, which will have no unpleasant conse- 
quences, against a single one which will have determined the constitu- 
tional infection. It is little without doubt ; but operate upon hun- 
dreds of thousands, upon whole populations, upon the population of 
Paris, for example, which numbers three or four hundred thousand 
male adults; compute the number of blenorrhagias contracted in this 
immense city ; enucleate from them, for the concealed chancre, only 
the small proportion of one in one thousand, — and you will already reach 
a tolerably round number of blenon-hagias which will have had the 
power to consecutively determine the pox. 

Well ! what happens in practice ? That ypu see in the hospitals 
or at the consultation of physicians, precisely those patients only whose 
syphilitic infection has been preceded by a blenorrhagia with con- 
cealed chancre. A physician of a special hospital, may meet of these 
in the course of his practice, ten, twenty, thirty examples; what is that 
relative to the number of simple blenorrhagias without any unpleasant 
consequences t But these patients who give no other antecedent than 
blenorrhagia to their constitutional infection, strike the spirit of ob- 
servers; their souvenir remains deeply engraved; their number, rela- 
tively very small, increases in the imagination; and one does not fail 
to present it as a formidable objection to the doctrine of the non-iden- 
tity of blenorrhagia and syphilis. 

You see to what this objection is reduced ; I trust I have destroy- . 
ed it. I am accused of instituting an hypothesis with the concealed 
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chancre; of establishing a system. I have proved the fact by patho- 
logical anatomy; I have deduced it from my experiments on inocu- 
lation. Yes or no, is not b1enorrhagia» in the immense majority of 
cases, exempt from all syphilitic consequences ? To what then at- 
tribute the infection, when it supervenes upon blenorrhagia ? I my- 
self attribute it to concealed chancre, which inoculation led me to 
discover, of which pathological anatomy has demonstrated the exis- 
tence. And my adversaries, to what do they attribute it? To a 
pretended identity, to which daily observation, to which innumerable 
facts, constantly give the lie. And it is I whom they accuse of being 
the slave of system — I who raise a doctrine upon bases of observation, 
of experiment, and of cadaveric inspection. Who, then, are my oppo- 
nents, who, for the sole support of their doctrine, invoke nothing be- 
sides a crude fact, the interpretation of which reposes upon none of 
the elements to-day necessary for the exigencies of science ? 

Believe then, dear friend, that it is my opponents who throw 
themselves into the field of hypothesis, whilst I seek, on the contrary, 
to lead them into the paths of reality. You now see how easy it is to 
conciliate the two terras of my proposition. 

Yes, concealed urethral chancre is rare ; but the number of poxes 
resulting from concealed urethral chancre does not appear small. It 
does not appear small because only the patients affected with this con- 
cealed chancre return ; but if a rigorous proportion could be estab- 
lished between the blenorrhagias not followed by syphilitic accidents 
and those which have occasioned these, it would be seen that these last 
are proportionably very rare, and that this appearance of frequency is 
wholly illusory. ♦ 

But besides, in all the cases where the constitutional pox has been 
referred to blenorrhagia, have all possible precautions been taken to 
prevent being led into error ? I think not, when I see a person con- 
tented with the diagnosis made by the patient, and with his history 
related by himself. It may truly be said that the physician has in a 
measure declined his competency. You will see striking examples 
of this confidence of the physician in the recital of his patient in the 
memoirs and works of M. M. Martins, Cazenave, and in the otherwise 
well-prepared thesis of M. Legendre. 

Still, how many causes of error in these recitals of patients ! Blen- 
orrhagia is ordinarily a painful and very troublesome accident, and 
one which leaves burning souvenirs to those who have been affected 
by it. When you interrogate patients concerning their antecedents, 
it is always of their blenorrhagia that they first speak ; they do not 
suspect the importance which chancre may have, which, when it in- 
fects, is ordinarily indolent, suppurates little, has but little tendency 
to extend, and often cicatrizes of itself. It is rarely th^t he mentions 
this accident; or if, by a pressing interrogatory, you succeed in caus- 
ing him to recollect it — it is a flying chancre, he will tell you, a simple 
excoriation. I may well be permitted to recall the fnct, that it is only 
since my labors that the profession has occupied itself in a little more 
precise and rigorous manner with blenorrhagia, in regard to the acci- , 
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dents of constitutional syphilis. By following the route which I have 
traced, one is forced to recognize that the -very great number of 
urethral blenorrhagias which do not furnish inoculable pus, are not 
followed by constitutional accidents. 

Among other statistical tables, I will cite the most recent — that 
made last year by M. Lafont Gouzy, who in 380 inoculated ureth- 
ritesi found only two in which the inoculation gave positive resultjt. 
One of these two presented the symptoms of constitutional syphilis 
four months subsequently. In this work of M. Lafont Gouzy, mention 
is made of two cases in which inoculation gave no result, and which 
were, however, followed by syphilitic accidents. We will hereafter 
explain these exceptional cases. 

M. Baumes cites five observations of individuals in whom the inocu- 
lation of blenorrhagie muco-pus having failed, constitutional syphilis 
nevertheless subsequently appeared ; and from these facts our honora- 
ble colleague draws an argument to conclude that the blenorrhagia, 
now symptomatic of chancre, may, like chancre, produce the syphilitic 
infection.* But again, are all the poxes which have been referred to 
blenorrhagia, really the consequence of this, even admitting in these 
cases the necessity of the urethral chancre ? Unless care is taken in 
regard to the manner in which statistics are made, it will be found, as 
M. Cazenave and others have found, that blenorrhagia is the most fre- 
quent antecedent of constitutional syphilis, because it is really rare to 
find individuals who have not had one or several blenorrhagias. But 
when, knowing the value of chancre as a necessary antecedent, its 
frequency is sought, even in the authors where its appreciation leaves 
so much to desire, in M. Cazenave, for example, it is found that in 
72 cases, blenonhagia existed alone or with bubos only 18 times, 
while chancre is found 38 times. Whence M. Cazenave very logically 
concludes, as you see, that blenorrhagia is the most frequent antece- 
dent of syphilis. The same results from the observations of M. Le- 
gendre, and the same just as logical conclusion. 

There remains then, acquired by science and my own opinion, 
that even from the statistics of my adversaries, apparent and avowed 
chancre is still the most frequent antecedent of syphilis. My wards 
at the Hdpital du Midi, at this time contain 6 1 cases of constitutional 
syphilis, well verified and submitted to a specific treatment ; all, with- 
out exception, have had chancre for antecedent. 

Now, in the cases in which we cannot go back, either by interro- 
gation or by the souvenirs of the patient, to the preexistence of an 
external chancre, what reeison permits the absolute denial of the pro- 
existence of an urethral chancre, at least in a certain number of 
cases ? 

You see then what must be thought of this opinion of M. Caze- 
nave, expressed in these terms : " Thus, far from blenorrhagia's never 
giving rise to secondary symptoms, it would seem, on the contrary, to 
determine them more frequently than chancre." 

* One of the five patients of M. Baumes had had a chancre anteriorly ; the pox 
of this patient most then be referred to this chaocre. 



186 Ricord's Letters on Syphilis. [March, 

You know, dear friend, for it is in yoar own journal that this is 
found, that this opinion of M, Cazenave has been warmly opposed. 
M. Vidal (de Cassis) has expressed, in the following manner, his opin- 
ion of M. Cazenave, who, he says is not an academic authority, bat 
"who has the advantage of being an authority wholly special : 

'* It is known what is the position of M. Cazenave, the vast theatre 
on which he observes, his taste for statistics, for all the means, finally, 
which, according to my adversaries, conduct to certainty. Well, M. 
Cazenave has succeeded in establishing that the symptom of which the 
virulence is rarely attested by experiment, should be precisely the 
symptom the most virulent, the most infecting in view of observa- 
tion!" 

It is true, that in order that M. Cnzenave miglit not be in too much 
haste to felicitate himself on this warm approbation, M. Vidal hurries 
to add on the following page : 

" However, I should not dare to go so far as M'. Cazenave, who, 
in my opinion, places too many syphilides to the account of blenorrha- 
gia. Blenorrhagia, still in my opinion, is an affection much more con- 
tagious than infecting." 

That is exactly my c pinion, Monsieur Vidal, you know it well; 
only permit me to be astonished that it should be yours ; you who be- 
lieve that M. Cazenave has sticceeded in estahlisldng the contrary. I 
do not wish to insist more upon this flagrant contradiction, which is 
perhaps, after all, only a criticism of conciliation. 

As to theblenorrhagias, the inoculated muco-pus of which has given 
no results, and which have been followed by general infection, the ob- 
servations of these which are related, leave much to be desired; and, 
I beg pardon of my learned confrere of Lyons, the conclusion drawn 
from them is a nm sequitur. The astonishing credulity, the truly 
blind confidence of some physicians, although rendering their works 
very respectable, are far, from that very cause, of carrying conviction to 
all minds. I wish to make light, in these particular cases, of the sympto- 
matology of the constitutional accidents, which is any thing less than 
complete, relative to the important points upon which I shall have to re- 
turn ; I wish that in these cases there should really be a question of 
constitutional syphilis ; I admit that the appearance of these syphilitic 
accidents agrees as to time with the epoch at which blenorrhagia is 
developed ; but was there certainty from this fact alone, ttiat the pa- 
tients had had nothing but blenorrhagia, that syphilis may not have 
penetrated by some other way ? My confrere of Lyons has some- 
where said that I denied the possibility of constitutional syphilitic in- 
fection from a simple blenorrhagia, because I had never seen an ex- 
ample of it. It is on the contrary, because I have had the opportu- 
nity of re-examining many patients in whom physicians, who do not 
think with me, have recognized only a simple blenorrhagia where I 
have found another door of entrance for the syphilis, that raj convic- 
tions have become more and more profound. ^ 

, When those who teach that a simple blenorrhagia may give rise to 
the pox, have told you that patients presented ulcerations neither upon 
the genital organs, nor upon the fingers, they imagine there is nothing 
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more to be demanded. They forget then the innumerable doors of 
entrance which the surface of the body presents, secret, dissimulated 
doors, which are closed almost as soon opened, of which the patients 
are ignorant, or which they have an interest in concealing. How 
many students have come to me from other hospitals, in whom nothing 
but a blehoiThagia had been found, and in whom I subsequently found 
chancres in unwonted situations? Here is a recital on this subject, the 
analogues of which are frequent in my practice: 

A lady came to consult me for a disease of the rectum ; the symp- 
toms which she gave were those of a fissure. On examination, nothing 
was found at the anus. But the finger introduced into the intestine 
caused, at the height of the superior sphincter, to be recognized a fis* 
sure placed upon the anterior wall, and resting upon a callous base. I 
proposed the operation ; the patient refused it, and I prescnbed injec- 
tions of rhatany. Her treatment had scarcely lasted fifteen days, when 
during an examination, I perceived an exanthematic eruption, having 
all the characters of a confluent syphilitic roseola. Pushed farther, 
the examination caused me to recognize the engorgement of the pos- 
terior cervical ganglia. The patient experienced »noctumal cephalal- 
gia, and some crusts already began to be developed upon the scalp. 
No doubt could remain in any mind, as to the nature of these acci- 
dents. I then examined the genital organs ; but I was able there to 
find only a very simple uterine catarrh. Interrogated as to the con- 
ditions in which she had been placed in view of the contagion of syphi- 
lis, this lady confessed that her husband was diseased, that he had ul- 
cerations upon the penis, and that, through fear of communicating 
them with her, he had had with her connections a prepostera venere. 
Then was the nature of the profound fissure unveiled to me. 

In this case is it not true that, without the painful accidents deter- 
mined by the fissure, this ulceration would have passed unperceived ? 
It would then have happened that the only antecedent of the syphilis 
i¥ould have been a simple uterine catarrh. 

But there still exist many other causes of error which I must point 
out. This will be the object of my next letter. 

Yours, EicoRD. 
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NEW YORK HOSPITAL. 

Cancroid Disease of Larynx — Caries of the Cartilages — Tra^heo* 
tomy — Death — Autopsy. — By Oharleb M. Allin, M. D., Resident 
Surgeon. 

Thomas Patterson, a^ed 40, Ireland, gardener, admitted to the 
hospital, January 29th 1852 (Dr. Gurdon Buck, Jr, in attendance,) 
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with disease of the larynx, and complete inability to swallow, 
of which he gives the following history. About five years since he 
contracted the venereal disease, which manifested itself in the form of 
chancre and bubo, and was relieved by treatment, the bubo having been 
discussed. During the subsequent two years he continued in good 
health, and free from any indication of syphilitic taint He then first 
experienced an unusual sensation in the throat, which he describes as 
that of a "lump," situated below the tongue, atttended, at times, 
with some bleeding and embarrassment of deglutition. For a little 
more than a year past his health has been so much impaired as to pre- 
vent his continuing in his usual occupation; and about four months ago 
his breathing became impeded from obstruction of thelaiynx, which has 
steadily increased, attended with alteration of the voice, and augment- 
ing difficulty of deglutition, until now he is entirely unable to swallow 
even fluids. His breathing is .performed with considerable effort, and 
is attended with a hoarse laryngeal sound. The voice is also very 
hoarse and rough. Inspiration is effected with more difficulty than 
expiration, though both are more prolonged than natural. The dysp- 
n<iea is agg ravated by attempts to swallow, and there are occasional 
exacerbations occurring at night Nothing abnormal is visible upon 
inspection of the mouth and fauces, and exploration with the finger 
only detects a little roughness of the laryngeal surface of the epiglot- 
tis. Externally, there is some thickening: of the tissues immediately 
investing the larynx, and the surface is still sore from a recent blister. 
Pressure upon the alse of the thyroid cartilage produces a feeling of 
suffocation, and over the cricroid cartilage laterally, causes pain. He 
expectorates a viscid mucus, which is tinged with blood after any dis- 
turbance of the parts, by attempts to swallow, or exploration of the 
larynx. Pulse 108, very small and feeble, surface cold. 

To be nourished and stimulated by enemata of beef tea, brandy, 
and quinine. 

Feb. Ist. — Last evening the dyspnoea rapidly increased, and about 
midnight threatened death by suffocation. At eleven o'clock this 
morning, the dyspnoea continuing very urgent, and the patient himself 
being anxious for relief, tracheotomy was performed by a single verti- 
cal incision of tlie superjacent tissues, and of the upper part of the 
trachea, through which Fronsseau's double tube was introduced and 
retained by tapes. The relief was immediate, and complete as soon as 
the patient recovered from the first effects of the presence of the tube. 
Deglutition was also very much facilitated, so that about half a pint 
of beef tea was swallowed at a time. 

Feb. 2d. — Patient passed a very quiet night, sleeping nearly all the 
time by the aid of an anodyne. Swallows fluids with very little dif- 
ficulty. His pulse, however, continues very small, and his skin cold. 
Takes stimulants moderately, with beef tea. 

Feb. 4. His condition has remained comfortable and promising 
until this morning, but dysphagia has again commenced and increased 
rapidly. The tube requires cleansing, every few minutes, from the 
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viscid mucus which is constantly discharging from the trachea and 
bronchial tubes. The enemata have been recommenced, but are not 
retained. 

Feb. 5. The above symptoms steadily advancing, and his strength 
failing, about two o'clock this morning he died. 

Autopsy, — Twelve hours after death. — The larynx and trachea, 
with the pharynx and upper part of the oesophagus, were removed 
entire. A small abscess was found to the right of, and a little behind, 
the pharynx, with an ulcerated opening into it as large as a pea. The 
• pharynx having been laid open posteriorly, extensive disease was ex- 
posed, as follows : The anterior wall of the pharynx, from the notch 
separating the arytenoid cartilages to a point two inches below the 
commencement of the CBSophagus, was occupied by two extensive 
ulcers, separated only by a narrow transverse bridge, one fourth of an 
inch in breadth. The superior ulcer covered the cartilages of the 
larynx, and had evidently originated in a fungous growth, consisting 
of numerous small granules, of a pale grayish color and firm consist- 
ence, which had grown from the mucous membrane, by a broad and 
somewhat pedunculated neck. In the bottom of this ulcer lay exposed 
the right arytenoid cartilage, ossified, carious, and entirely detached. ^ 
Below, a deeper excavation was found, in which the cricoid cartilage 
lay extensively exposed, and in the same condition as the arytenoid. 
The notch between the •ryterioid cartilages was ulcerated, and pro- 
L>nged downward at least half an inch. 

The lower ulcer, separated from the upper by a narrow band, as 
above noticed, communicated with the upper by an ulcerated track 
beneath the band. At the bottom of this ulcer the posterior mem- 
branous portion of the trachea was laid bare, on the right side of which 
the ulceration had progressed forwards, along the lateral surface, ex- 
posing its cartilaginous rings, to the extent of an inch upwards and 
downwards. The edges of these ulcers were thickened and callous. 
Still lower down, upon the anterior wall, and insulated from the ulcer 
last described, was a single distinct ulcer of the size of a five cent 
piece, with elevated callous edges, and its surface deeply excavated. 
Beyond this the (esophagus was healthy throughout. 

The laryngeal surface of the epiglottis was uneven, and the cartil- 
lage of a yellowish appearance, as if from commencing ossification. 
Several detached portions of the granular growth lay in the oesopha- 
gus, and one was found in the upper part of the larynx. The vocal 
cords and the inner surface of the larynx and trachea were in a 
healthy condition. 

A portion of the fungous excrescence was examined by Dr. Van 
Arsdale, the Microscopist of the hospital, who found it to consist, " 1st, 
of a fibrous stroma or base ; 2d, of broken down epithelial cells ; 3d, 
of a considerable number of cells of fatty matter ; 4th, of granular 
cells of various sizes, and several loose granules, floating in the fluid 
blastema. These granular cells," he considered to be, " not those of 
true cancer, but rather belonging to the condition termed cancroid.'' 
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NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICESTl 

Stated Meeting February 4th^ 1862. — ^Yice PreBident J. M. Smith in the chair. 
41 Members present The minutes of the previous meeting haying been read 
and approved, the Recording Secretary read a letter addressed to the Academy 
by Dr. Thomas Cock, President elect, m which he regrets that indisposition pre- 
vents his being present at this meeting, to offer his thanks for the unexpected 
honor conferred on him, and assuring me Academy that he will use every per- 
sonal endeavor for the welfare and advancement of the Profession. The letter was 
ordered to be entered on the Minutes. 

The Committee of nomination appointed at the last meeting made their Report, 
recommending the members of the Standing and Scientific Committees for 
the ensuing" year ; a ballot being taken, the President declared they were all 
elected. 

The Recording Secretary read a letter from M. Delluc, accompanying a speci- 
men of sumbul root, and a phial containing a tincture made from the same root, 
said to be an aromatic stimtilant, also a specimen of ether, chlor-hydrique chlore, 
a substitute for chloroform. Another dose of Kousso was also presented by Messrs. 
Cames <fe Haskell, all of which were referred to the Committee on Materia Medica. 

The Secretary read a letter from Dr. J. W. Francis, recommending to the notice 
of the Academy a new spring Lancet, with a graduating guage. 

Dr. S. P. White exhibited a collection of Hydatids, which were found in two 
large sacs, one in the liver, and one in the omentum of a patient who died sud- 
denly. « 

I>r. Oilman exhibited drawings made from the microscopical examination of the 
Taenia, showing the genital apparatus to consist of a sac in each joint, which is the 
ovary, full of ova; on alternate sides may be seen the oviducts leading to an ori- 
fice on the surface ; each joint is also provided with a small tube, which is the 
testis. These organs exist in all the larger joints ; it appears to be in the cervical 
region tliat the new joints are added. 

Dr. S. C. Foster offered a resolution, expressive of the opinion of the Academy, 
that the publication of the statistics of mortality contained in the Census Report^ 
is highly desirable, and requesting the Hon. D. T. Jones to urge the matter before 
CouOTess. Adopted. 

I)r. Beadle offered a resolution of thanks to Mr. A Schell, for his gratuitous 
services in making the draft of the act of incorporation, and for his successful 
efforts in procuring the enactment of said act, which was seconded by Dr. Post, 
and unanimously adopted. Dr. Kilboume announced the decease of Dr. James 
Cameron, and accompanied it with appropriate Resolutions, a copy of which was 
ordered to be transmitted to the family of the deceased. 

The following gentlemen were then nominated for the ofiice of Orator, viz : 
Drs. Post, Purple, F. C. Stewart, Van Arsdale, Detmold, Swett 



Wm, 



Domestic. N'ev} York Hospital — ^Thomas M. Markoe, M. D., was elected one 
of the surgeons of this institution, at the last meeting of the Board of Govern- 
ors, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the death of J. Kearny Rodgers, M. D. 
The Spring Course of Lectures, to be given by Drs. Swett, Buck, and Van Ars- 
dale, and Mr. Reid, will commence on Tuesday, 16th of March, at 10 A M. 

New York University. — ^WilUam H. Van Buren, M. D., has been appointed 
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Professor of General and Descriptive Anatomy, in the place of 6. 8. Pattison, 
M, D., deceased. 

Dr. Mott has resumed his place among his former associates, as Emeritus Pro- 
fessor of Surgery, and Surgical Anatomy. This change will add fresh attractions 
to the already valuable advantages offered by this institution for medical instruc- 
tion. 

The Summer Course of Lectures will commence on Monday, March 1 6th, and con- 
tinue until the third Saturday in October (except during the month of August,) 
when the Winter Course will be resumed. Two Lectures, or a Clinique and a Lecture, 
will be given eyerj day, except on Saturday, when the Surgical Clinique alone will 
be held. There will be four Cliniques each week, and after the middle of April, 
an additional one on Diseases of the Skin. They will be arranged as follows : on 
Monday, an Obstetric Clinique, by Dr. Bedford; on Tuesday, a Surgical Clinique, 
by Dr. Mott ; on Wednesday, a Medical Clinique, by Dr. Clymer ; on Thursday, a 
Clinique on the Diseases of the Skin, by Dr. iJulkley; and on Saturday, a Surgical 
Clinique, by Dr. Post 

Di*8. Van Buren and Metcalfe, wiU commence their Lectures on Monday, March 
15th, and Dr. Bulkley on Tuesday, 16th. The hours of Lectures will be from 9* 
tolliA.M. 

College of Physicians and Surgeons. — ^We understand from good authority, that 
the report in circulation of the establishment of a new Professorship of Dental Me- 
dicine and Surgery, by the Board of Trustees of this institution, is entirely with- 
out foundation. 

Health Officer. — Richard L. Morris, M. D. has received the appointment of 
Health Officer at Staten Island, to supply the vacancy occasioned by the death of 
Dr. Doane, the duties of the office having been performed in the interim by Dr. 
Vache, appointed by the Board of Health for that purpose. 

Foreign. The Royal College of Physicians vs. Homceopathy. — ^The President of 
the College lately made the following appropriate reply to an applicant for the 
degree of Doctor of Medicine, said applicant desiring the diploma to disguise his 
homoeopathic practises. Dr. Paris thus replies: "Sir: The foundation of the 
Royal College of Physicians was for the purpose of guaranteeing to the public 
skilful and safe practitioners. The College of Physicians regard the so-called 
homoeopathists as neither skilful nor safe practitioners ; therefore the College can- 
not, without betraying a sacred trusty give its license to persons whom they re- 
gard as wholly unworthy their confidence, and with whom it is not possible they 
can hold any communion." — Lancet. 

Poisoning from Codrfish. — Cases in which severe suffering has resulted from 
the use of fresh cod, are not very uncommon. In a recent number of the Lancet, 
Dr. Routh mentions the case of a lady who, on several occasions during the last 
six months, had suffered from all the symptoms of a mineral poison, after partaking 
of cod-fish. A few years since, we witnessedtwo instances m which most violent 
cephalic symptoms supervened upon a dinner of fresh cod. One of these cases 
occurred in a gentleman nearly fifty years of age. WhUst taking his accustomed 
stroll after dinner, he was seized with acute pain ih the back of his head, dizziness, 
and nausea. Tliese symptoms were followed, in the course of the night, by ster- 
torous respiration and profound coma. Active general and local depletion, with 
free catharsis were employed, and the patient eventually recovered. The second 
case was that of a young gentleman of spare habit who, after dining on the same 
species of fish, was suddenly seized with acute pain in the head. When first seen, 
he was suffering the most mtense agony. An emetic was instantly administered, 
which operated freely, and speedily ended his great distress. 

Malingering. — A remarkable instance of feigned sickness in a servant girl, 
who was suspected of stealing, was successfully treated by the family physician 
recommending, in her presence, the following heroic practice which he pretended 
to be on the eve of carrying into effect The symptoms under which she labored 
were mostly of a convulsive character ; and as she had been bled without benefit, 
he directed her to be put in boiling water up to her chin, and to have her chest 
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cut open BO as to replace her heart which had eyidentlj got wrong. In the pre- 
sence of the Surgeon, the Doctor proceeded to trace out the course of the pro- 
posed incision, and while thus engaged, a policeman entered and announced that 
the boiling water was ready. The effect of this announcement was truly electric ; 
the girl was so terrified that she immediately jumped up and begged hard for 
quarter. 

Iodine rendered iolvhle by /Syr. Aurantii and Tannin. — ^In the " Journal dePhar- 
macie" of Antwerp, M. Deoauque mentions that when the syrup of orange-peel is 
added to mixtures containing the tincture of iodine, no precipitation takes place, 
the salt being kept in a state of solution. This interesting fact was found to be 
owing to the presence of tannin^ hence the value of this article in keeping soluble 
injections composed of water and the tincture of iodine. 

Ventilation. — Dr. J. Stewart Wilkinson, in a recent Lecture delivered by him 
before the Mechanics Institute, Manchester, made the following observations rela- 
tive to the effects of imperfect ventilation upon the rearing of children. Between 
the years 1781 and 1791, 19,420 children were received into the Dublin Foundling 
Hospital, and of those 17,420 died. While in St Bartholomew's Hospital, the ef- 
fects of improved ventilation had been as clearly shown. In 1684, the deaths 
there were 1 in 7, in 1689, 1 in 10, in 1783, 1 in 14» in 1806, 1 in 15, in 1816, 1 in 16. 

Madnest caused by Cold — A recent account from Stockholm, mentions that 
20 fatal cases of hydrophobia had occurred from bites of dogs maddened through 
cold. 

Personal. — ^We regret that a letter from Dr. F. C. Stewart^ addressed to the 
editor during a late visit in Paris, has been unintentionally crowded out by the 
greater length than was anticipated of some of the papers,, and by the insertion 
of others which would have been withheld to make room for it For this, and 
other deficiencies in the present number, the indisposition of the editor will, he 
trusts, be received as a sufficient apology. 



ERRATUM. 
Page 175, 4th line fix>in bottom, for Philips, read Stafford. 



OBFTUART ITOTICES. 

Died at the New Yoric Hospital, on Monday, February 23d, Francis P. Oolton, M. D.. of typhus 
fever, after a short illness, aged 35 years. Dr. G. was a nstWe of MassHchasetts, and a graduate of 
Williams' College, and after spending three years at the Hospital in the discharge of duties of 
Wallcer and Resident Physician, with credit to himself, had returned to his native State to prac- 
tise the profession to which he was devotedly attached, and to improving himself in which he had 
spent so much time. About two months since, he was induced to resume fur a short period the 
duties of Resident Physician, to supply the place of his friend. Dr. Cleaveland, who suooeeded him 
in that responsible situation, and who was iaboring under an attack of fever, and while thus eiignged 
fell a victim to the disease. Dr. C was enthusiastic in his attachment to his profession, and bade lair 
to be one of its brightest ornaments. 

Died nt San Francisco, January 30th, James H. Rogers, M. D., formerly of this city, and lale 
Health OfBoer of San Francisco, aged 50 years. 

Died at Burlingt^on N. J., on mh of February, John Griacom, L.L. D., in the 78th year of bU 
age, late of this city. 
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CASE OP STONE IN THE BLADDER, 

&ucce9rfutty treaie/hy LithatUripsy. By Ourdon Buck, Jr., M. D.^ 

SQi^geoa to the New York Hospital. 

J, L., AQWD seventeen years, of pale complexion and small size for 
hiB age« ha^' suffered for about seven years with symptoms of stone, 
suck as ^ere pain at the neck of the bladder eztendhig thence to 
the e^dreimty of the urethra, necessity of urinating at least onca 
in e^ery tvo hours while out 6f bed, inability to bear the jolting 
motion of a horse or carriage, occasional paroxysms of increased 
pain that obliged him to keep the bouse. He had never passed 
gtmel or blood or viscid mucus, nor had he suflfered pain in the 
region of the. kidneys. His bodily Jiealth had generally been 
good* The espstonc^ of the stone had never been ascertained 
by sounding. The urethra terminates about balf an inch short of 
the norw^ position of the meatus^ constitutiog hypospadias.. The 
orifice of. the iu*ethra is smalL At the point where the meattis 
should be, there is seen l^e mouth of a small i>lind canal, that runs 
along a furrow in the corpus spongiosum, for a short distance above 
^ terminns of tbe urethra. This canal was subsequently laid open, iiK 
order to enlarge the entrance into t^e urethra. On the 29th of June, 
1949, aided by Dr. Linsly, I sounded the patient, after subjecting him 
to the influence of sulphuric ether, and felt the stone very distinctly. 
Its surface seem^ uneven, and from the sensation communicated 
jdkrougfa thi^ instriiment, fis well as the clear sound elicited by striking 
'iit (be impression was received that the stone yrsa a hard one. 

Operation, July 6tb, at 5. P. M. Doctors Linsly, Rockwell, Wat- 
^n» Markoe, Halsted, Jicnte, Vreeland, and Mr. Cleaveland bemg 
VOL. I. — ^iiro.'T. 13 
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present, the fint operation was performed. Preparatory to the opera- 
tion, however, the orifice of the urethra had been incised, the blind 
cana], already noticed, laid open, which permitted the small sized litho- 
trite of Civiale to p^ss readily into the bladder, and seize the stone by 
one of its diameters, which measured one and a quarter (1^) inches. 
After administering ether, the first step was to enlarge still further the 
orifice of the urethra by a small incision, so as, if possible, to introduce 
the largest sized lithotrite. This was accomplished without difficulty. 
The bladder was then injected with tepid water to the amount of four 
ounces: after which the largest siaad lithotrite was introduced, and 
attempts made to seize the stone, but without success, though it was 
constantly felt. The bladder emptied itself by the side of the instru- 
ment, which rendered it necessary to withdraw it, and inject the blad- 
der a second time. The instrument was again introduced, and again 
the bladder discharged its contents, but only in part. At this moment 
the stone was caught. Before proceeding to crush it, the instrument 
was cautiously rotated in order to ascertain that the coats of the bladder 
had not been seized. The screw power was now applied, and the 
calculus readily crushed, with a noise which all present heard dis- 
tinctly. Finding after a few efforts that the blades of the instrument 
could not be freed from the adhering detritus, they were tightly 
screwed down upon each other, and the instrument withdrawn without 
difficulty. About ten or fifteen grains of calculous substance were 
brought away, impacted between the blades. Considerable time 
having been consumed in manipulations before seizing the stone, it 
was thought most prudent to proceed no fiirther at present The pa- 
tient struggled considerably throughout the operation, though unoon- 
scious of suffering. At 9 P. M. patient was free from pain, and had 
passed three ounces of urine reddened with blood, but no detritus. 
Pulse was moderately accelerated. Ordered hip-bath. 

July 7th, 9 A. M. Micturition painful, has voided one pint of urine, 
thickly charged with bloody, viscid mucus adhering to the vessel, and 
containing one fragment of the size of a small pea, with five or six 
smaller ones. Pulse more excited, skin j^ot and dry, tongue furred ; 
ordered linseed meal poultices to the hypogastrium, and low diet. 

8 P.^. Micturition, which recurs about once in two hours, is more 
painful, owing to a fragment engaging itself in the neck of the blad- 
der, with every effort to expel the urine. Blood has disappeared from 
the iirine, no more detritus has been discharged, bowels costive; ordered 
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Beidlitz powders, also six leeches to the hypogastriam, and six to the 
perinseum, hip bath and poultices to be continued. 

July 8th, 11 A. M. Had passed a wakeful night, and suffered very 
^verely in making water. About two hours ago, while making wa- 
ter, a large fragment, in being discharged, was arrested just within the 
orifice of the urethra. Dr. Linsly being in the neighborhood, had been 
sent for, and had removed it with forceps. The fragment, which evi- 
dently cdnsisted of the outer shell of the calculus, was five-eights of 
an inch long, and three-eights broad at one end, tapering off smaller 
towards the other end. Since its removal, patient had become very 
easy ; ordered camphor poultice and pill of camphor, gr. jss ; opium 
grss., each, jfro re nata. 

Second operation, July 17th, 5 P. M. No additional fragments have 
been discharged since the preceding date. Micturition continues painful, 
from the sudden arrest of the urine. Viscid mucus is still abundant, 
but no blood. After administering ether, injected the bladder as be- 
fore. Introduced the lithotrite, and promptly seized a large fragment 
measuring one and a quarter inches, and while holding it, felt another 
fragment; after crushing the seized fragment, seized a second, measuring 
nearly one inch, and crushed it ; seized also a third, still smaller frag- 
ment, and after crushing it, closed the jaws of the instrument upon 
the inclosed detritus as tightly as - possible, and brought away about 
half a tea-spoonful of fragments. 

The instrument, in being withdrawn, stuck only at the orifice of the 
urethra, but was easily liberated by moderate traction. At 9 P. M., 
patient had urinated, and discharged half a teaspoonfiil of small frag- 
ments ; ordered twenty drops Magendie's solution of morphine. 

July 18th. No blood in the urine, and much less mucus; con- 
siderable detritus in powder and small fragments has been discharged ; 
micturates easier than before the last operation ; no fever, tongue 
clean. 

July 19th. Several large fragments have passed without difficulty ; 
patient's condition in all respects very comfortable. 

Third operation, July 23d. Proceedings same as in previous opera- 
tions. Great difficulty was encountered in passing the catheter beyond 
the neck of the bladder; and afler succeeding, it was found that the 
bladder expelled the fluid as fast as it was injected, and could be made 
to retain only a small quantity. The lithotrite, however, was 
introduced, and a fragment three-fourths of an inch in diameter seized: 
notwithstanding, the instrument was prevented from moving freely 
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by the oontractions of the bkdder« the fragmeot was cnithed in the 
usual way, after I had aadafied mysdf that the coats of the bladder had 
not been seized with the fragment It was jadged most prudent to 
desist from any further attempts ; I therefore contented myself with 
bringing away the detritus oontatnod between the jaws of the instru* 
meet. 

July 24th. Found patient very oomfortable, after having passed a 
good night. He bad urinated only three times since the operation ; 
BO rigor or fever, no increase of vesical mucus. 

July 25th. Five or six small fragments have passed. 

July 26th. A large, irregularly-shaped fragment was arrested with- 
in the orifice of the urethra, and could be seen by stretching apart its 
sides. Its irregular form permitted the urine to pass by the side of it, 
wi^ut much difficulty ; with gentle traction, by means of dressing 
forceps, it was removed. An attadi of dysentery obliged me to dis- 
continue further attempts until August 2l8t^ when the 

Fourth operation was performed. Six fragments were ' seized in 
quick succession, and crushed, the largest of which, to my surprise, 
measured one and a quarter inches s the others varied in their dimen- 
sions between this and half an inch ; a large charge of detritus was 
also brought away by the instrument ; patient passed mudi less than 
was anticipated afler so successful an operation. Patient passed daily 
more or less detritus till the 26th, when a fragment became impacted 
at the neck of the bladder and prevented any further discharge. Con- 
siderable irritation was produced, with frequent attempts to urinate, 
which often were ineffectual 

28tfa, Fifth operation. Difficulty was anticipated from the presence 
of the impacted calculus at the neck of the bladder — ^none, however, 
was encountered ; the catheter passed readily, though it encountered 
the stone in entering the bladder. Afber injecting as usual, the instru- 
ment was readily introduced, and five or six fragments, varying in size 
from one inch to half an inch in diameter, were seized and crushed in 
rapid succession. 

29th. Patient is suffering a good deal from frequent, ineffectual ef- 
forts to urinate, caused by an impacted fragment at the neck of the 
blildder ; pulse is frequent, skin hot and dry ; ordered hip-bath, . 1^ 
nitrate potash, 3j. sp. mindereri Siij. Dose 3ij. every two hours ; 
also Magendie's solution of morphine, gtt xx., to be taken at bed-tifne. 

30tb, 9 A. M. Patient pasaed a good night; no discharge of detritus 
since the operation ; a large fragment has advanced as far forward in the 
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orethra as the anterior part of the scrotum, where it is firmly impacted, but 
without preventing the expulsion of the urine. The fragment is placed 
with its longest diameter transversely. The removal of it required long 
oonlinued, persevering efibrts, and was effected chiefly by an instru- 
ment devised for the purpose ; a steel wire about six inches long, 
fixed in a handle and terminating in a blunt hook, bent to a little less 
than a right angle, and at less than a quarter of an inch from its ex- 
tremity« This was insinuated flatwise along the urethra, beyond the 
calculus, and then rotated so as to engage its point in the fragment. 
By repeated traction cautiously applied in this manner, the fragment 
was drawn forward within an inch of the orifice ; a forceps with slen- 
der blades was then used, and portions of the fragment broken off, after 
which the remainder was brought away entire. At 6 P. M., several 
large and small fi*agments had been discharged. The bowels being 
confined, a seidlitz powder was ordered. 

August 31st, 9 A. M. Had had a rigor but without sensation of 
cold the preceding evening, and followed by fever. Had, notwith- 
standing, slept pretty well ; again feels obstruction; referred to the peri- 
naeum, which causes the urine to be expelled in a broken stream 
though in sufficient quantity. Moderate degree of swdling of the 
penis, and tenderness on pressure along the urethra. Ordered cloths 
wet in saturnine lotion to be applied to the penis* At 6 P. M., two large 
and three or four smal] fragments had been expelled, with a rush. 

September 1st. Patient had passed a good night ; urine flows in 
a fiiU stream ; soreness of the urethra is diminishing. Ordered liquor 
potassae, gtts. v., comp. fluid ext. budin, 3j, three times a day. 

The effect of this prescription was very favorable. The urbe, from 
being turbid and dark-colored, became pale and limpid, and the irrita- 
Wity of the bladder diminished. 

September 10th. On attempting to repeat the operation, a con- 
traction of the urethra was encountered at the anterior part of the 
8crotttm,where the fragment had been impacted, and the lining mem- 
brane of the urethra had suffered abrasion. The liihotrite could only 
be partially engaged in the contracted part, and any attempt to ad- 
vance further caused severe pain ; it was therefore determined to de- 
lay until the soreness should disappear, and the stricture be dilated by 
suitable means. 

September 18th, sixth operation. The instrument was introduced 
vrith tolerable facility, and a fragment seized, nearly one inch in diame- 
er, which escaped on attempting to crush it. It was soon seized a 
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second time, by a diameter of three-quarters of an inck, and broken 
<up. Nothing fiirtber was attempted at this operation. 

September 22. Seventh operalaon was performed without the aid 
4>f anesthetics. The lithotrite No. 3, was used ; and one fragment 
onlyt of nearly one inch in diameter^ was crushed. The operation was 
Tery painful ; and it was found more difficult to seize the stone and hold 
it with the smaller instrument. The pain, though severe, subsided be- 
£>re we left the patient. But little detritus was expelled as the result 
of the last two operations. 

September 25th, eighth operation. Oae fragment only, three* 
quarters of an inch in diameter, was crushed in this operation. A large 
charge of detritus was brought away in the instrument 

29th. A considerable quantity of large and small fragments had 
been expelled. 

October 3d, ninth operation. Twenty minutes only were em- 
ployed in the operation, including the administration of the anaesthetic 
One fragment, measuring an inch, and two smaller ones, were crushed; 
a second fragment, measuring an inch, was seized, but escaped. Pa- 
tient passed a good night, and was free from irritation the next day. 

October 9thv tenth operation. Crushed one fragment, measuring 
nearly one inch, and a smaller one. 

October 16tb, eleventh operation. Two fragments, of one inch 
each in diameter, and two smaller ones, were crushed. A larger dis-" 
charge of fragments followed this operation than any preceding one. 

October 19th, twelfth operation, — ^was easy and expeditious ; five 
or six fragments were crushed; two of them measured nearly one inch 
each in diameter. A' very large discharge of fragments followed. 

October 24th, thirteenth operation. Seized one fragment of one 
inch in diameter, which slipped from the blades. Crushed five or six 
smaller ones. 

October 29th, fourteenth operation ; November 2d, fifteenth opera- 
tion, — both of which were accomptished with facility, and several frag- 
ments crushed, the largest measuring three-quarters of an inch in dia- 
meter. The discharge of fragmQuts has become very abundant ; one 
piece expelled, evidently farmed the extremity of the calculus, and 
was of remarkably large size. On the 4th November, at 2 P. M., re- 
moved a large fragment impacted in the urethra, at the anterior part 
of the scrotum, that had lodged there the evening before, and caused 
much suffering. Gave chloroform, and made use of the forceps, using 
very cautious and moderate traction. 
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November 8tb. Removed « moderate sized fragment of very 
irregular shape, with spiculated projectioiiSy which appeared to have 
been arrested by the one last removed, inasmuch as patient has been 
Conscious of its presence since the last was removed. He now thinks 
himself entirely rid of foreign substances in his bladder. 

November 13th, sixteenth operation. Nothing could be detected 
in the bladder, after the most careful exploration. On the 21st No- 
vember, he resumed his employment as a bookbinder, and continued 
free from all symptoms of his former ailment 

On the 26th May, 1851, patienjt applied to me to examine his blad- . 
der. Within a few weeks he had felt symptoms which made him sus- 
pect that his old complaint had returned. After administering ether 
and injecting the bladder, a careful exploration was made, but nothing 
detected. He was advised to resume the use of liquor potassse, with 
compound fluid extract of buchu, which had been found of so much 
benefit in allaying the irritability of the bladder. 

The whole quantity of detritus discharged throughout the progress 
of the treatment, amounted to one ounce by weight, and also measured 
•one ounce. The patient still continues exempt from all symptoms of 
atone, and enjoys good health.. 

No. 121 Tenth st, 
March 22, 1852. 



Case of Arachnitis.— Bj T. P. Cock, M. D., Physician to Bellevue 

Hospital. 

A boy, nine years old, of good constitution, and not supposed to be 
unwell, went to school in his uaual health on Friday, February 27. 
Whilst in school, he felt indisposed, but remained until 3, P. M. On 
his [return home, he was seized with a chill, and vomiting of bilious 
fluid, together with pain in the left side, unattended by cough. During 
the night he was restless, but no special attention was paid to him until 
the next morning. 

February 28, 7^ A. M. At my first visit, found him perfectly un- 
<x>nsciou8 of external impressions, moaning and restless ; skin cool and 
pale ; head cool ; pulse 120 and weak ; pupils sensitive to light ; right 
«ye sufiused. On raising him to examine the chest, noticed that he 
had urinated in bed. Bowels not opened since the day before. 4, 
P. M. Great restlessness ; vomiting of remedies that had been pre- 
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teribed» and of bilioas fluid. The eyes more injected. Right pupil 
contracted, the left dilated. Head cool, skin of body somewhat 
warmer.. No change in the pufoe. "7, P.M. Vomiting ceased. Head 
strongly turned to the right side. Other symptoms unchanged. 

February 29. Has had a restless night, but at the time of visit was 
less uneasy. Has rejected his medicine. An enema has procured a free 
dejection, with passage of urine. Right pupil contracted and motion- 
less, the conjunctiva considerably injected. The left eye is clear; the 
pupil dilated and osciUating. Red spots, like those of typhus erup- 
tion, are noticed on the face, especially around the eyes. Pulse 126. 
The right hand is clenched and turned inwards ; the left constantly 
tossed towards the head. Is reported to have had spasmodic twitching 
of the mouth and lids, during the night. During the day, no special 
change of symptoms. 

March 1. Restlessness was quieted, after drop doses of tinct hel'- 
ladoonae. Is perfectly unconscious ; pulse 120, regular ; respiration 28 \ 
head turned to right side ; right arm paralyzed ; left, tossing as before. 
A deposit of pus is noticed in the anterior chamber of the right eye, 
the pupil of which is irregular. The left eye unchanged. During 
the day the restlessness returned, bat without moaning. The pus 
above mentioned increased in quantity. 

March 2. Moribund. There is convergent strabismus. The 
right eye quite hazy ; the pupil very irregular and widely dilated. 
Pulse thready ; respiration very rapid. Died quietly, at 2 P. M.^ 
about 96 hours froin the ushering in of the attack by the chill. 

Post-mortem examination was made by Dr. Isaacs, 24 hours after 
death. 

The brain was examined without removing it from the skull. The 
scalp was almost bloodless. Very little blood was seen on removing 
the calvarium. On opening the longitudinal sinus, a fibrous cIoC« 
about two inches in length, was removed. 

On raising the dura mater, a piirulent, subanichnoid effusion, fbl-^ 
lowing closely the convolutions of the brain, and especially marked at 
the bottom of the fissure of sylvius, was perceived. The sabstance 
of the cerebrum was of normal consistence, no part of the internal 
structure exhibiting any trace of softening. A small amount of serum 
was found in each ventricle. The hemispheres having been removed, 
the base of the brain was examined, and much thick pus found in 
various situations. A thick deposit of pus covered the commissure oF 
the optic nerve, of which there appeared no lesion of structure. The 
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fifth nenre on tbe right side w»i imbedded in pus, which had tafillrited 
between its filaments, giving the impression that considerable pressure 
bad been exercised upon it. A similar but much less marked state, 
obtained on the leA side. Surrounding the seventh nerve on the right 
aide, there was also much pus, a considerable quaotitj of which covered 
the superior surface of the cerebellum. 

The kidneys were healthy, and were pale colored. From the 
bladder, some whey-like urine, which was alkaline, was pressed. This 
yiekied a deposit when tested by nitric acid, and by heat, the first ^ect 
of heat being to make it more cle«n 

On seeking for some probable cause for the disease in this case, I 
could learn nothing bearing on its etiology, except that on the Tuesday 
preceding his death, he had been engaged in melting lead on a shovel 
before a hot fire, with his coat off. 

There are several points of interest in this case, which seem to me 
worthy of notice. First, granting that the disease was induced by the 
exposure to the hot fire and sudden change of temperature on Tues- 
day, its manifestation on Friday was after an interval of seeming health. 
It then appears, with symptoms betokening profound cerebral lesion, 
conjoined with great vital depression. A chill and vomiting are fol- 
lowed by insensibility and restlessness, but with a cool skin and feeble 
puke, and, rapidly, by paralysis. 

The deposit of pus in the right eye, noticed on the third day, in 
conjunction with the lesion of the fifth nerve^ is a point worthy of at- 
tention. 



Insjiital ' Xtpnrk 



NEW YORK HOSPITAL. 

SHHuUb and Stricture of Rectumr'^OperatioM — Purulent Ahtarption 

— Recovery. By Charles M. Allin, M, D., Resident Surgeon. 

James^ W. Watson, 32, bom in Pennsylvania, a seaman, was ad- 
mitted to the Hospital, Dec. 4tb, 1851, (Dr. Gurdon Buck, /r., in 
attendance). This patient first placed himself under treatment in the 
Hospital on the 22d of January, 1849. During the year '48, he had 
suffered fi-om hemorrhoids, attended with continued costiveness ; 
and ^ur months previous to his admission, a small abscess formed near 
the anus, which he himself opened with a pin while at sea, and which 
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bad never smce closed. Upon exainination, two fistulous openings 
were found communicating with the rectum, and several small hemor* 
rhoidal tumors were discovered. There was considerable purulent 
discharge from the fistulae, and undermining of the integument to the 
left of the anus. Four days after admission, he was subjected to the 
influence of ether; the septa between the fistulse and rectum were 
fteely divided, the hemorrhoidal tumors excised, and appropriate 
dressings applied. On the 6th of February, the discbarge from the 
parts continumg profuse, and the excavation under the skin being found 
still very extensive, anaesthesia was again produced, and the entire un- 
dermined integument cut away. Cicatrization of the wounds progressed 
iavoiably. On the 10th of March, upon examining the rectum, a stric- 
ture was detected just above the external sphincter, which admitted the 
index finger, but embraced it closely. There was, however, no sdrr- 
haus hardness about it, and the rectum above was apparently healthy 
and uncontracted. Since the appearance of the fistulae, the ^ces had 
been small, and of a prismatic form. The ulcerations gradually 
healed, and on the third of April, he left the Hospital. 

During the subsequent thirteen months he continued perfectly 
well, though the form and size of his faeces remained unchanged. At 
the end of this time, two new abscesses formed by the side of the 
anus, which were opened and soon healed. About five months before 
his last admission to the Hospital* he suffered severely from diarrhea 
and from hemorrhoids, and several abscesses formed and opened spon- 
taneously, producing fistulae. 

When admitted (Dec. 4th), there was a large fistula on the right 
side, and about an inch from the anus, through which fbeces constantly 
issued; another on the opposite side not quite as large; and the 
integument was extensively undermined. His general health had 
become very much impaired. 

Dec. 8. The fistulse were freely laid open, and the loose skin 
entirely removed. Dressed with tents of lint compresses and T 
bandage. To take Sulph. Quin., gr. j. in solution, three times a day, 
with nourishing diet and porter. 

Dec 11. Patient has a severe diarrhea, the discharge from the bo w-^ 
els being thin, very offensive, and passed involuntarily. H. Pil. Opii 
gr. j. every six hours, and IJ.- Tinct. Opii; 3j, Muc. Gum. Acac. 5ij, as 
an enema, if necessary. Porter discontinued, and brandy with arrow- 
root ordered. 

Dec. 15. The diarrhea has been checked, but patient is quite 
weak. Nourishing diet, with quinine and stimulants, continued. 

Dec. 29. Since last date, patient has been gradually improving, 
but the stricture of the rectum has remained as firm as ever. An in- 
cision was to-day made through it with a blunt bistoury, introduced 
along the finger. To be dressed with compressed sponge, smeared 
with simple ointment, and carried up the rectum beyond the seat of 
stricture. 

Jan. 1, 1852. The dressing 6f the parts cannot be satis&ctoriiy 
effected, as a recurrence of his diarrhea requires frequent removal of 
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thespoDge. 3>' Tinct. Kino, fte., Mist. Cret®, Jiiiss. M. Sss., every 
three hours. 

Jan. 10. — The diarrhea has been checked, and the dressing now 
remains nearly twenty-four hours. In the last three days, patient has 
had several chills, coming on at irregular intervals, and followed by 
some fever and profuse penipiration. Pulse 96, and very weak. Is 
taking Sulph. Quinin. gr. v., every six hours. 

Jan. 12. The chills continue very irregularly. Patient complaiBB 
of pain in the epigastric and right hypochondriac regions, which is 
much increased by pressure. The skin has a sallow appearance, and 
the conjunctivae are tinged with yellow. Ordered emplast. vesical, to 
seat of pain. 

Jan. 14. No improvement. Patient is very weak and restless at 
night. The quinine he has taken has produced pain and buzzing in 
his head, and the quantity administered is therefore reduced to two 
grains every six hours. The pain and tenderness over the liver still 
continue, though somewhat reheved by the blister. The pulse is very 
small and quite rapid, the tongue' is dry and rough, and the counte- 
nance has a haggard, anxious expression. Stimulants are required, but 
their effect is carefully observed. Patient says he has had intermittent 
fever, but it was of the quartan variety ; the chills observed regular in- 
tervals, and there was never pain or tenderness about the liver. 

Jan. 17. Patient is eviaently failing. Has two or three' chills 
daily, which are immediately followed by very profuse sweating, with 
no intermediate fever. His pulse is almost imperceptible, and dis- 
charges from the bowels are frequent and involuntary. Patient lies in 
a drowsy condition, and is at times a little delirious. ^ sulph. Q^uini. 
gr. ij., Submur. Hydrarg. gr. j., opii. gr. J, every four hours; to be 
closely watched. £mplast. Vesic. over the liver repeated. 

Jan. 18th. No perceptible change. 

Jan. 19th. Patient is certainly no worse. The pain in the re- 
gion of the liver has ceased, and his general appearance is a little im- 
proved. He is not as dull as two days ago. 

Jan. 21st. Had no chill yesterday, but was covered with cool 
perspiration for about four hours last evening. This morning he had 
another slight* chill, followed by excessive, perspiration, but no fever 
whatever. His gums are a little sore from the calomel. The pow- 
ders are continued. 

Jan. 24th. Has had no chill since last date. Erysipelas has ap- 
peared upon the nose, and is spreading. An evaporating lotion ap- 
plied locally. Interval between the administration of the powders 
increased to six hours. 

Jan. 27th. Erysipelas has extended over the face, and is advanc- 
ing upon the scalp. The eyes are almost entirely closed by oedema 
of the lids. Has had no more chills, but perspires largely every day, 
though at irregular times. His diarrhea has also returned, and his 
mouth is quite sore. Discontinue the powders, and H. Pil. opii gr. j, 
every four hours. Apply a lotion to the head, composed of ^ Pulv. 
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«piL 3j» Acet Plumbi 3j, Aqnaa Oj. M.-^H. FuIt. sulpha alunii to the 
moutb. 

Feb. 2d. The Erysipelas is fad^^. and patient is decidedly better 
in every respect. He has bad no cbill, and the perspiration is not so 
free, though it is not entirely checked. 9 . Sulph. Quin. gr. xv], add 
smlpb. arom. 3iij, aq : S viij, M. S ss. four times a day. 

March 15th. Since the last note* the condition of the patient has 
been constantly improving, so that he now walks about the grounds 
during the day. The fistuke are healed, and the size of his fteces is 
more than twice as large as it was previous to the division of the 
stricture. He complains of no pain whatever about the abdomen ; 
and the discharges from his boweb are regular, and of good con- 
sistence. 

This case has been one of great interest to those who have ob- 
served its progress, inasmuch as it presented for several days, all the 
symptoms and appearances of purulent absorption ; a disease which^ 
&it the last few years, has been very prevalent in the Hospital, follow- 
ing araputalicms and other severe operations, and the almost certain 
iatldity attending which renders an instance of recovery worthy of 
record. 



Letters an Syphilis, No, 6 — By M. Ph. Ricord. Translated from the 
French, by W. P. Lattimors, M. D., for the Med. Times. 

My Dear Friend : — Let us continue this exhibition of facts and 
arguments which are opposed to my. doctrine. 

There is an observer, of whose works my opponents make much ; 
and these works are really worthy of the greatest esteem ; I cited them 
honorably in my preceding letter, and you see me entirely disposed to 
yield to them their merited value. This observer, whose results are 
unceasingly placed in opposition to me, is M. C. Martins. Well ! what 
do the results of M. Martins prove, in regard to the elucidation of the 
great question of the consequences of Blenorrhagia as a cause of Syphilis? 
Kemark, that it is precisely on account of the rigor of observation, of 
the scientific method employed by this observer, of bis statistics, in fine, 
that so great a lioise has been made concerning his figures and his con- 
clusions. What, then, do these figures say? I find them very favor- 
able to my doctrine. Is this complacency ? Judge you : 

M. Martins gives a collection of 60 observations of Syphilides ; now, 
how many times was chancre noticed as antecedent ? 46 times, my dear 
friend. Only ii^ 14 cases does M. Martins afHrm that he found no other 
antecedent than simple Blenorrhagia, two of which were accompanied 
by bubo and two by orchitis. But M. Martins adds that he did not 
make the diagnosis of these Blenorrhagias, but was obliged to accept 
the testimony of the patients. You know my opinion on this subject. 
Undoubtedly there is testimony in which we must put faith ; but I will 
ever sustain that when a point in question is a diagnosis so difficult as 
that of urethral chancre, the testimony of people wholly strangers to the 



18d2.] BiooB]>'8 Letters on SifphUis. MS 

art, frequent} J uDculttrated and of narrow minds, who. comprehend 
neither the sense nor the bearing of a question, is of very trifling value. 
Without doubt, the testimony of such is accepted in much graver mat- 
ters, in questions of life and death, but it does not follow that this testi- 
mony is always true, nor the verdicts always equitable. 

Allow me to present a general remark, which is here in place. In 
several of the observations of M. Martbs, as in several of those of M. 
Gazenave, as in neio'ly all those of a great number of authors, you find 
their summary, these words : several primitive arridents. These prim- 
itive accidents, which have consecutively brought oo the pox, are chancre 
and Blenorrhagia. If my opponents, from any reasonable motives, at-^ 
tached the consecutive infection rather to the Blenorrhagia than to the 
chancre, there would be some ground for examining this doctrine. Bui 
no, you are aware of it, for you have read it, and you must have been 
more than a little surprised at it ; it is en bloc that they group these 
primitive accidents; it is without taking into account the distance which 
separates them from one another ; it is by giving to them all the same 
value, the same consequences, the same results. Truly, is that the part 
of good science, of vigorous observation ? What would be thoaght of 
a physician who should tell you : Here is a patient with hydrophobia ; 
he has been bitten ten times — three years, two years, one year, six 
months since, and again quite recently ; but his hydrophobia evidently 
depends upon the successive inoculations he has undergone 1 Or, if you 
please : Here is a patient with small-pox, who has passed through five 
or six epidemics of variola ; during the last one, the disease burst out ; 
but it is only the consequences of successive contagions and infections. 

I acknowledge that I do not thuls understand science. 

I am surprised that a mind so critical as that of M. Martins, who 
recognizes with myself that Blenorrhagia is most usually due to causes 
foreign to Syphylis ; who, logically, is forced to admit, that Blenor- 
rfaagic antecedents as causes of Syphilis are extremely rare, and that 
chancre, consequently, is the most itequent antecedent of the pox ; I am 
surprised, I say, that for the purpose of reaching the conclusion that a 
simple Blenorrhagia may produce Syphilis, he is contented, out of his 
sixty observations* with the three which he selects, and especially with 
that which I will here re-produce : 

" An apothecary, aged 23 years, contracts a Blenorrhagia ; but it 
troubles him so little, that he continues to pursue his occupations ; he 
hunts, and even indulges in coition. Then there aupervenes an orchitis, 
which compels him to adopt a treatment ; the Blenorrhagia was cured 
tfter lasting six months. Seven years subsequently, an vlceration ap» 
pears at the opening of the left nares, another upon the internal surface 
of the lower lip. These ulcerations extend ; the two lips are attacked 
through the whole extent of their lefl: half; they afterwards cicatrize 
partially, and then the ulceration commences at other points ; tke id- 
ceratiottS are rounded and have perpendicular edges; the cicatricea 
have a skin thin, rose-colored, and wrinkled. The patient, admitted 
into the wards of M. Biett, gets well in one month by the use of the 
proto-iodide of mercury. Shall we say that this patient, half physi- 
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eian, who examined himself scrapaloiisly, as we observed at the hos- 
pital, had chancres withoat discovering them V* 

Yes, certainly, I willsay that this. patient had well marked chancres, 
according to the description given by M. Martins, and that the patient 
did not recognize them, because undoubtedly of the abnormal seat 
which they occupied. M. Martins does not ask me to account for the 
mode of contagion, and I will not take it upon myself to indicate it ; 
he knows, besides, as well as I, how these accidents may supervene, 
and that, too, without any improper conduct, in fulfilling the very duties 
of this good apothecary. 

You are aware, my dear confrere, that chancres in situations un- 
wonted, bizarre, difiScult of detection, are less rare than is supposed. 
I cited an example in my last letter ; here are some others : 

Some years since, M. Lustermann, Professor at Val-de-Grace, 
brought to me a lawyer, having a tumor of the left eye-lid, at the inner 
angle of the eye ; a tumor hard, resisting, elastic, with a surface red, 
granular, and in process of cicatrizing. This tumor had already been 
seen by several confreres, and, if. my memory is faithful, men spe- 
cially devoted to ophthalmology had been consulted ; but its nature, 
as yet, remained unknown. I was asked if it depended upon some 
venereal accident, more or less remote. Pushing my examination 
further than my confreres, I found the peri-auricular ganglia, and those 
of the parotidean and sub-maxillary regions engorged, resisting, indo- 
lent. The posterior cervical ganglia themselves were already tume- 
fied. The surface of the body was already covered with exanthematic 
spots, belonging to a perfectly characterized syphilitic roseola ; spots, 
lenticular, of a dark red, leaving in -some points under the pressure of 
the finger, a tawny, yellow stain. Absence of fever and itching. 

To the great astonishment of M. Lustermann, my diagnosis was 
this: 

Indurated chancre of the inner angle of the eye {succeinve engorg- 
tnent of the peri-aurundar, parotidian^ and suh-im^lary ganglia) ; 
secondary cervical adenopathy ; syphilitic roseola ; precocious secondary . 
accidents. 

To the greater astonishment of the patient, I said, " It is two or 
three months. Monsieur, at most, since you carried to your eye the con- 
tagious matter which has inoculated you with Syphilis." 

Having recovered from his surprise, the patient said, *' In fact, I 
remember that, lying with a woman, and after certain touchings, I was 
seized with a vivid itching of the eye, to which I carried my hand, 
and rubbed it for some time. It is since that moment that my eye-lid 
has been affected." 

Is it not true, that if this man had had a Blenorrhagia, either ante- 
cedent or concomitant, to it would have been referred both the chancre 
of the eye, and the secondary accidents]^ Well ! if I must say it, I 
believe that the nose of the apothecary was very probably in the same 
situation as the eye of the lawyer. 

M. Cazenave must recollect the history (it only dates from 1847) 
of a very intelligent medical student, in whose . case he diagnosticated 
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a constitutional Syphilis, d'emhiee, characterized by a roeeola, without 
antecedents. This young man presented himself at the clinique of the 
Hdpital du Midi ; and there we wtere enabled to verify before all the 
students, the existence, hitherto unperceived, of one of the best charac- 
terized indurated chancres, situated upon the left cheek, and concealed 
in a very thick tuft of beard. The submaxillary ganglia — irreproach- 
able witnesses — were engorged, indolent, with that character of resist- 
ance peculiar to adenopathies symptomatic of indurated chancre. This 
ulceration, to which the patient attached no impoitance, being revealed 
to him, he was able to fix its origin and date, which accorded perfectly 
with the appearance of the secondary accidents. 

At that very epoch there was, in the wards of the hospital, a patient 
having a chancre (primitive accident) upon the sinciput. I exhibited 
at my clinique a woman who had an indurated chancre upon the left 
eye-lid, with symptomatic engorgement of the peri-auricular ganglia, 
having preceded by two months a nocturnal cephalalgia, the engorge- 
ment of the posterior cervical ganglia and a roseola. 

I would not stop here, if I wished simply to indicate all the cases 
which have passed under my eyes of chancres situated in unwonted lo- 
calities, and capable, with observers wanting in rigor, of being con- 
founded with secondary accidents referred to a Blenorrhagia more or 
less ancient I have, at this very moment, in the first ward of my ser- 
' vice, a patient affected at the same time with a simple urethral Blenor- 
rhagia (inoculation negative), and with an indurated chancre of the upper 
lip, with indolent engorgement of the sub -maxillary ganglia; affections 
concomitant, but independent the one of the other. 

These are enough, I think, to prove to you how frequent and insid- 
ious are the causes of error in such circumstances, and to legitimate 
my skepticism in regard to certain observations. 

But I must not forget that my learned confrere of Lyons awsuts me 
with five observations which he opposes to my doctrine. I am as much 
the more induced to refer to them, since they sufficed to convince 
the critical and exacting mind of M. Legendre. 

First, as I have already told you, one of these observations is to be 
eliminated ; for the patient who is the subject had had chancres. There 
remain then four casds of simple Blenorrhagia, followed by Syphilis. 
But of these four cases 1 will take the liberty of eliminating two more 
for M. Baumes did not inoculate them : these case^ then, must come 
within the numerous category of those Blenorrtiagias for which there 
was no rigorous diagnosis. A remarkable fact, which you will allow 
me to note, by the way, is that M. Baumes, who avers that he inoculat- 
ed the greater part of the patients who presented themselves to him, 
chanced to fall precisely upon two syphilitic Blenorrhagias, in the diag- 
nosis of which he deprivea himself of the precious assistance of inocula- 
tion. We are then reduced to two other cases, where inoculation was 
practiced with a negative result, and which were, nevertheless, follow- 
ed by constitutional accidents ! 

In one of these cases there is also question of a nose, which appears 
to be very suspicious. Here is the history of it, as related by M. Baumes : 
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" Of the two patienta inoculated, one remained at Antiqaaille two 
months. His Blenorrhagia was difficult of cure ; he still had a whitish 
discharge, when he left the hospital. He entered again, three months 
afterwi^a, with a Syphilide, in spots red, copper-colored, partly fur- 
fiiraceous, partly squamous, and a rounded ulcer with a greyish bottom, 
the edges perpendicular, the contour erysipelatous, in the left nostril. 
At this time the discharge no longer existed. The patient had had no 
coition since his exit from the hospital." 

You will still find there a very complete description of the primitive 
ulcer ; and how happens it that in presence of so considerable a fact, 
in regard to so contested a questioix, M. Baumes did not attempt the 
inoculation of this chancre ? I regret it deeply ; but in the absence of 
all vigorous diagnosis, I must place this nose in the same category as 
the apothecary's. 

Here I am, then, face to face with a single, and the last observa- 
tion of M. Baumes. My learned confrere plainly saiys that he inocu- 
lated from the seventh to the tenth day of the discharge ; but how long 
a time had passed since the infecting coition? M. Baumes well 
knows that this knowledge is not of indifferent value. He knows, as 
' well as I, that the chancre, which is usually followed by secondary 
accidents, ordinarily extends but little ; that it is perfectly indolent ; 
that its suppuration is so slight that it may pass unperoeived. In re- 
gard to all that, M. Baumes is as well informed as myself I am sui'e. 
These ulcerations in no wise prevent the production of a Blenorrha- 
gia, a little or a long time subsequently ; and it is not surprising that 
this then should give no inoculable pus, the chancre havmgreached 
the period of reparation or having entirely disappeared. We must 
iurther suppose th^ the patient, bel)re his first entrance into the hos- 
pital, or after his exit, did not become contagioned in a noAnner which 
escaped the sagacity of our confrere. 

AH these objections are equally applicable to the observation of 
M. Lafont-Gouzy, in which the secondary accidents appeared subse- 
quent to a Blenorrhagia inoculated without result. Nothing is said 
of the time which separated the coition from the manifestation of the 
symptoms, a time which might have been sufficient to reach the period 
of reparation or cicatrization of the chancre. 

It seems to me, after all, that my confrere of Lyons, sustain- 
ing that simple Blenorrhagia m.ay give rise to the same accidents 
as chancre, cannot be dissatisfied at my returning to him what he said 
of me, to wit, " that he takes for granted the very point in dispute, 
and advances an hypothesis wholly devoid of foundation." Thus 
crumble one by one the apparently grave objections to my doctrine. 
Therefore I continue to believe : 

With Girtanner, " that Syphilis most frequently has for cause chan- 
cres and bubos, and that it is only very rarely that it succeeds to a 
discharge;" 

With Swediaur, " that the symptoms of Syphilis are rarely mani- 
fested afler blenoiThagias ;" 

With M. Razer, *< that cutaneous eruptions secondary to Blenor* 
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rhagia are rare ; that they are obsenred especially in a much smaller pri> 
portion than after venereal ulcers either superficial or profound." 
These opinions, as you see, accord perfectly well with the comparative 
rarity of concealed chancres with blenorrhagial symptoms. 

I could still invoke many other authorities. But I have not finished 
with the objections : in my next letter I will examine some of them 
of another nature. 

Yours, RiooBD. 

lihliDgrofjiiral jgatires. 



A system of operative eurgery, hosed upon the practice of surgeons in the 
United States, and comprising a bibliographical index and. histori- 
cal record of many of their operations during a period of ttto hun- 
dred years. — By Hbnrt H. Smith, M D., Surgeon of tlie St 
Joseph's Hospital, &c. &c. Philadelphia : Lippincott, Grambo & 
Co. 1852. Parts 1 and 2 ; 8vo. pp. 265. Illustrated by nume- 
rous steel plates. 

Illustrated Manual of operative Surgery and Surgical Anatomy. — By 
MM. CI. Bernard, D. M. P., and Ch. Huettb ; edited, with notes 
and additions, and adapted to the use of the American Medical 
Svident, by W. H. Van Buren, M. D., Surgeon to Bellevue Hos- 
pital, dec, and C. C. Isaacs, M. D , Demonstrator of Anatomy, 
ColL Phys. and Surgeons, New York. Illustrated with steel engra- 
vings and drawings after nature^ by M. J. Leveille. Designed to 
serve as a companion to the ordinary text books on Surgery. New 
York : H. Bailli^re, 290 Broadway, 1852. Part 1, 8vo. pp. 84. 

Thbsb two beautifully illustrated works whose titles stand at the 
head of this article, one emanating from our sister city, and the other 
published nearer home, by the veteran Bailli^re, whose name through 
several generations has grown of its own weight into a guarantee of 
the scientific value of his publications, are especially entitled to our 
favorable notice. Apart from their title, as works on operative surgery^ 
they possess, however, but one solitary feature in common ; but this is 
the prominent feature in both publications, and that which first strikes 
the eye and fixes the attention, viz. — the use that is made of the novel 
and beautiful designs of dissections and operations recently put forth 
by M.M. Bernard, Huette and Leveill^, of Paris. If the works 
possessed no other merit than that of bringing these admirable illus- 
trations of the art before the profession in our country, the authors^ 
editors, and publishers would be entitled to our thanks; but the 
Philadelphia work, at least, presents much higher claims upon our 
attention. It purports to be, as its title sets forth, a '* system of opera- 
tive surgery," and it has evidently been the praiseworthy design of its 
author to collect and fi)rmally record the achievements which have 
14 
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been accompIiAfaed in Amerioas Burgery during the " two hundred 
years which have elapsed since the nrst surgeon stepped upon our 
shorest" giving them the regular position which they should asf^ume in 
an original and systematic treatise on operative surgery. In this labor 
of love, for whicFi the profession will be indebted to its surgical histo. 
rian, it is, nevertheless, evident that he has undertaken a task of no 
little difficulty and responsibility. We are satisfied of this on looking 
over merely the chronological •* record of some of the principal facts 
of interest connected with the origin and progress of medicine and 
surgery, in the United States," which occupies about a dozen pages of 
the introductory portion of the volume. Some of the items here recorded 
hardly seems to us to deserve the importance given them as " principal 
facts,'* and, although prepared with evident labor, there are some omis- 
sions which are readily noticed. The unique operation of the late 
Dr. J. Kearny Rodgers upon the left subclavian artery, in 1846, is 
worthy of a place in any catalogue of the achievements of American 
surgeons. The operations of ovariotomy of the author's townsman, Dr. 
Atlee,'are wanting; and there is no mention of at least four amputa- 
tions at the hip joint, which have been performed in tliis city, two of 
them followed by success. These facts deserve record fully as much 
as Dr. Physick's invention of " his instrument for excision of the ton- 
sils, in 1820,'' or the sub-cutaneous division of the masseter, 1842 — a 
feat of more than doubtful originality. Dr. Wright Post of this city, 
is said to have tied the primitive carotid, about the year 1812, *« being 
the first time in this country." This distinguished surgeon ws^ the 
first who tied the carotid, in this country, for, what he supposed at the 
time to be, aneurism ; but Dr. Mason F. Cogswell, of Hartford, Con- 
necticut, as early as November, 18Q3, secured the common carotid 
during the removal of a schirrous tumor from the neck, which was 
found to envelope the artery, (y. Williams' Medical Biography, p. 103 ) 
This occurred but a year or two after Aberuelhy's celebrated case. 

The remainder of the introductory part coutains a general abstract 
of the history of surgery, and a very copious bibliographical index 
of American writers on subjects connected with operative surgery, 
carried as far as the present volume extends. Tins portion of the 
work, when complete, will be of great value to the American student 
of surgery, and has^ evidently cost its author no little hard labor. 

The remaining 215 pages which complete the volume, are devoted 
to the systematic consideration of the operations of surgery. These 
are treated of in five divisions : Ist, The general duties of an opera- 
tor, and elementary operations ; 2nd, Operations on the head and face; 
3d, Operations on the neck and trunk ; 4 th, Operations on the genito- 
urinary organs ; and 5th, Operations on the extremities. The first 
two divisions are contained in the present No. or first volume, and it 
will require three more volumes of similar dimensions to complete the 
work. ^ 

The description of each series of operations is preceded by a sue* 
cinct account of the surgical anatomy of the region which they involve. 
The style is plain and unpretending, but sufficiently elaborate for the 
subject. The following quotation will serve as a specimen, and at the 
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same time convey the author's opinions upon a point of practice yet 
much a^taled, and which has heretofore been by no means &vorably 
received in Philadelphia. We are gratified to find that the conserva- 
tive influence exerted by Prof. Meigs, with regard to the employment 
of anesthetic agents, does not entirely overshadow the humanity and 
good sense of his surgical townsmen. 

" In the majority of cases, the creation of pain by any operation 
can only be regarded, at the present time, as both unnecessary and 
injurious. The surgeon should therefore prevent it, and endeavor to 
save his patient the excitement arising from suffering, by resorting to 
the use of anesthetics or of opiates. Let him, especially before 
severe operations, blunt the nerves of sensation either by partial or 
entire etherization ; and as its safety has been widely tested, philan- 
thropy, and that desire to ameliorate the sufferings of mankind which 
is the true basis of sound practice, demand that neither prejudice nor 
ignorance of its effects should longer prevent its employment by every 
operator. 

If experience as to its power and mode of administration has not 
yet been gained, let him at once resort to books (of which tbere are 
many), or to the schools, or even travel to distant points, until by 
study and observation he be satined fully of its propriety, and enabled 
yet further to extend the benefits of this admirable agent for the relief 
of sufifering. Five years have now elapsed since its suggestion by 
Dr. Morton, of Boston, and its applicati(m to surgery by Dr. John C. 
WaiTen, of the same city, excited the attention of the world. The 
best surge(ms throughout the globe have employed it, and the most 
ignorant have not hesitated to resoH to its influence. Yet, out of the 
thousands thus indiscriminately exposed, few have suflered from its 
effects, whilst numbers have passed through the most severe opera- 
tions without being <* consciotis of any thing more than a pleasant 
dream." 

"In my hands, pure ether has been widely administered during the 
last four years ; but for some months past I have resorted to it, mixed 
with chloroform in the proportion of one part of the latter to five of 
the ether, and I have yet to see the first patient in whom evil has 
undoubtedly resulted from ite use." 

We congratulate our neighbor upon being decidedly in advance of 
many of his professional brethren in Philadelphia, and venture to pro- 

fhesy that by the time the use of ether is fairly introduced into the 
Pennsylvania Hospital of that city, Ae will have discarded the remaining 
four-fiflhs of ether which he still employs, and betaken himself .to 
chloroform entirely, which, although not of American origin, is the 
much more useful agent of the two. As to the mixture of ether and 
chloroform, for it is merely a mechanical mixture in which the latter 
ingredient is always to be found at the bottom, so that the patient, with- 
out the precaution of a constant shaking of the phial, gets a dose of 
each in succession, and has, in general, neither the benefit of the safety 
of one ingredient, nor of the certainty of the other ; we have wit- 
nessed a fair trial of it, and failed to recognize its advantages. We 
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would ako venture to suggest to those of Dr. S/s readers who are 
anxious to gain information in regard to anesthetics, that it will not be 
absolutely necessary *< to travel to distant points " in order to attain 
their object ; the hospitals of the city of New York furnish an ansple field 
for observation, in which fiiniiliarity with their effects can be learned 
from daily use. 

The present volume contains twenty-six colored plates ; most of 
these, as we mentioned before, are copied from Bernard & Huette, 
some from other sources, and not a few are original. They are well 
chosen, fairly executed, and illustrate the subject copiously. 

In concluding for the present our notice of Dr. Smith's work, we 
thank bim heartily for the excellent contribution to our native surgical 
literature which he has so happily commenced. No practicing surgeon 
should be without it. 

In regard to the " Illustrated Manual " published in our own city, in a 
literary point of view it is a work of an entirely different character, 
having no pretentions to originality on the ^art of its American foster- 
fathers. They claim to have simply ungallicized the original work, and 
molded it into a book that could be made use of by the American 
student. It is less expensive than the Philadelphia publication, and 
more portable in form, and in these particulars better calculated for 
students. With regard to the matter of the work, we have been struck 
with the clearness and general excellence of those portions of it 
devoted to Surgical Anatomy ; with the assistance of the beautifully 
executed plates, it furnishes the best substitute for an actual dissection 
to be obtained by the practitioner when debarred access to the dead 
body. The plates of this work are executed in Paris, evidently, and 
are hence superior to the American copies ; their beauty could scsurcely 
be excelled ; and the only wonder to us is, how, with such expensive 
illustrations, the work could be furnished at so low a price. The 
present number of the work. Part 1, contains 26 plates. 



Gregory* s Outlines of Chemistry, First American, Jrom the Second 
London edition, — New York : A. S. Barnes & Co. 

Professor Gregory's work has greatly disappointed us. We 
opened it in the expectation of finding a simple and lucid exposition 
of the principles of Chemistry ; we found only a mass of dry and 
repulsive details, of crude speculations, and of theories which bave 
either never had a foothold in science, or which have long since been 
abandoned. A scientific treatise may be reasonably expected to fulfill 
one of two purposes ; either it may represent the whole science of 
which it treats, entering into all the minutiae of theory and of experi- 
ment ; or else it may simply ofSev a clear and general view of princi* 
pies and their application, giving only those details which are indispen- 
sable to a knowledge of the Subject. Prof Gregory's work accom- 
plishes neither of these objects ; it is not an elementary treatise ; and it 
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is not a book of reference. The edition before us was published in 
England in 1847 ; it is consequently and necessarily very much behind 
the present state of science ; and the American editor has done almost 
nothing to add to the real value of the book. The equivalents of the 
elements adopted are for the most part inaccurate, while the nomencla- 
ture (especially in the department of organic Chemistry) often differs 
strikingly and offensively from that in common use. Take, for instance. 
Lament's names for the compounds of naphthaline, phenyle, ^., which 
have not been adopted by any Chemist of note. In his selection of 
compounds fpr description. Prof. Gregory is singularly injudicious. 
The student is treated, for example, to an account of some thirty of the 
products of the decomposition of itidigo, which possess no interest 
whatever, except in a purely theoretical point of view, and the very 
names of which can hardly fail to discourage and disgust him. The 
same is the case with the compounds of naphthaline and benzoyle, while 
many of the ideas which have most contributed to the progress of 
organic Chemistry, such as the theory of homologues, are not even 
mentioned. We find but one thing to praise in Prof. Gregory's work ; 
it is the absence of the meagre and superficial treatise on physics which 
disfigures nearly every chemical text book in our language. A good 
knowledge of the sciences of heat and electricity is certainly indispen- 
sable to an accomplished physician, but such a knowledge must be 
sought in well digested text books, especially devoted to those subjects, 
and communicated in separate and thoroughly illustrated courses of 
lectures. W. G. 



Letter from Dr, F, Campbell Stewart, to the Editor of the New York 

Medical Times. 

Paris, Jan. 12th., 1852. 

My dear Doctor : — In compliance with your request, I seat myself 
for the purpose of communicating to you such items of general profes- 
sional information and news as I have been able to glean during my 
short stay in this Medical Emporium. 

I arrived here, by the night train of cars from Havre, at 5 o'clock 
in the morning, and, having made an early toilet at ** Meurice's," pro- 
ceeded immediately to the " Pays Latin " on a visit to " La Charite " 
and Vblpeau. Formerly, as you may recollect, the medical officers 
commenced their rounds at 6 o'clock ; I £)und, however, that things 
were somewhat altered, and had to wait until 8 before these gentlemen 
made their appearance. This Hospital, which has always been a favo- 
rite resort of American Students, is but little altered. The buildings 
and wards are the same as formerly, but a new and handsome gateway 
has been erected on the Rue de TUniversite, which is now the only 
entrance ; and the court yards and corridors are kept unusually clean 
by the new Concierge, who appears to be a worthy successot to our 
old " military friend " who acted as Porter, and who I was informed 
had faUen a victim of the last cholera epidemic. 



214 Letter from Dr. F. Campbdl Stewart. [April^ 

Being somewlmt hurried, I did not accompany the great Master* 
Surgeon in hia rounds, but had the pleasure of a few moments prfVate 
conversation with him in the vestibule. Velpeau remains unalte red 
in appearance ; ten years time seems to have made no impression what- 
ever upon him, and he is as vivacious and active as ever ; crac ks his 
jokes as usual ; wears the same greasy, black silk skull-cap ; is still 
rough towards his subordinates, and cold, reserved, and discourteous 
in his manner towards strangers. This trait of his character wc/s fully 
illustrated in the case of a distinguished Philadelphia physician, whom 
I presented to him, and whom he almost insultea by an ill-timed and 
coarse jest upon his personal appearance, which would have been im- 
mediately resented by us both but for our knowledge of the character 
of the ttian, and from seeing that no offense was intended. He still 
attracts a large class to his cliniques, and the usual crowd of students 
attends upon his visit to the wards. The only change that I noticed 
among the physicians at La Charity, was the appearance of M. Piorrt, 
who has been transferred from La Piti6, to take the place of the late 
gentlemanly, quiet, and accomplished Fouquibr, who died some three 
years since. 

I shall not trouble you with remarks upon the other hospitals, inas- 
much as both yourself and most of your readers are already familiar 
with them, either from personal observation or through numerous 
published descriptions, At the " Hotel Dieu " I found my old friends 
JoBBRT DE Lamballe and P. BoVBR in possession of the services of 
the deeply lamented Blandin and Breschet ; while the veteran Hour 
still holds his old wards, and, at the age of seventy-two, is yet active, 
jocose, and as fond as ever of tickling his patients, and performing 
brilliant operations upon them afterwards. 

The School of Medicine is in a flourishing condition, and retains its 
position as the first on the continent. The revolution of 1848 produ- 
ced some changes in the organization of the Faculty ; and Orfila, who 
was an adherent of the Orleans family, has been replaced as Dean by 
P. Berard, who will now in all probability have to retire in favor of 
some more zealous partizan of the Bonapartists. I am indebted to M. 
Amette, the Secretary of the Faculty, for the following statistics : — 

The whole number of Medical Students (matriculated) up to the 
present date is 1302 : 313 of these are new, or first course ; and there 
are probably as many as 250 more who attend the lectures and hospi- 
tals without registering their names. The number of Medical Students 
in Paris at this time, will thus exceed 1500. There are very many 
foreigners among them, particularly Americans and English, the num- 
ber of the former I have heard estimated at eighty. 

The total number of graduates during the past year (1851,) was 
276. The Provincial and Secondary Medical Schools are said to be 
also well attended ; but the numbers at each one cannot be ascertained 
at this early period of the year, inasmuch as the returns have not yet 
come to hand. 

I had an opportunity of attending one of the late meetings of the- 
Academy of Medicine, in the new hall (No. 39 Rue des Saints Peres),. 
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and hearing the inaugural addreaa of the preaident e1ect» whieh wma 
quite an interesting discourse. Lov» was the vice-president last year, 
and was to have been the president for 186S, accoixiing to the custom 
in vogue with the Academy. He is said, however, to be bitterly 
opposed to the present government, and declined the honor for politi- 
cal reasons, which were given in a note addressed to his colkagnea, 
which was considered as highly objectionable, and caused great regret 
to his numerous friends ; it appears that he could not consent to per- 
form some of the duties devolving upon the president, and among others 
that of waiting upon and fislicitating the executive, in the name of the 
medical corps, at certain stated periods, and on anniversaries. The 
officers of the academy for the present year were elected on the 2drd, 
ultimo, and inaugurated on Tuesday last : they are, M . Meuck, Pren- 
dent; M. BfiRA.m>, Dean of the Faculty, Vice-President ; M. Dubois, 
(d'Amiens), Perpeimal Secretary; M. Gibert, Annual Secretary; 
M. Patibsier, TVeasurer. 

The new hall of the Academy is comprised in a part of the old 
building, in whieh Corvmart delivered his clinical lectures. It is 
adjoining La Oharit6, and now belongs to the ''Administration des 
Hopitaux, " which rents it to the Academy at a moderate price. The 
room is badly lighted, and by no means well adapted to its present use. 
It will accommodate only about two hundred persons ; and after separa- 
ting the space reserved for the seats of members, there is but little room 
left for the public It is as well arranged, however, as circumstances 
would permit, and the walls are hung with some fine portraits and 
paintings. In the centre, over the president's chair, is placed Rem- 
brant's celebrated picture of Tulpkts's lecture on anatomy ; on the 
right hand side is Muller's painting representing Larrxt in the act of 
organizing one of his ambulances on the field of battle ; and to the lefl 
PiNEL is exhibited in the act of striking the fetters from the Insane, at 
Bicetre. The portraits are those of Vesalius, by Le Citien ; Lat- 
TONB, Physician in Chief to Louis XVI ; Corvisart, Napoleon's Chief 
Physician ; Baron Dubois ; Vauquelin ; Esqcirol ; Boyer ; Hall£ ; 
Dbnxux. 

The- annual appropriation by government in aid of the funds of the 
Academy, is about fifty thousand francs. When will the time come 
that our own State government will extend its aid to pron^pting the 
interests of the profession with us, and make an appropriation for our 
favorite and deserving New York Academy 1 

1 have had frequent opportunities of being with my old friends and 
preceptors, Civiale and Leroy d'Etiolles, and of witnessing again 
their wonderful dexterity in the use of Lithontriptic instruments. 
Civiale is still attached to the Hospital Necker, where bo pays daily 
visits to his wards and operates frequently. His private practice is 
as extensive and lucrative as ever, and he lives in his wonted style of 
luxury and comfort. The personal appearance of this eminent surgeon 
is unaltered, and his manners are as gentib and courteous as ever. He 
continues to be much interested in medical men and matters in the 
United States, and made particular enquiries for his old friends, Drs. 
MoTT, Gibson, Horner, Warren, and others. He appeared to be 
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einoerely grieved at learning the death of Dr. Randolph, of Philadel- 
phia, whom I introduced to him many years ago, and to whom he was 
particularly partial on account of his success in performing his favorite 
operation. 

Lb SOT d'Etiolles retains his love for politics, and is a warm 
republican. Ho is as indefatigable as ever in devising new instru- 
tnents for operations upon the bladder and urethra. The last which 
he has invented are admirably adapted for the use for which they are 
intended, viz., extracting ibreign substances ; and the result of experi- 
ments with them, both on the subject and in actual practice, has been 
entirely successful. His love for pictures has led him into great extra- 
vagancies ; but his income is large, and the walls of his apartments are 
ornamented with many of the finest paintings to be seen m Paris. He 
has no regular service in any of the hospitab, but continues to operate 
upon the public patients of his colleagues, and to attend to his very 
valuable private practice. I accompanied him to witness an operation 
for stone, at one of the military hospitals, where he had been requested 
to assist. The patient was a young soldier, upon whom an attempt at 
lithotripsy had been made by an unpracticed hand ; and it was now 
judged necessary to resort to lithotomy. The poor sufferer was tho- 
roughly exhausted, and worn down to such a degree by hectic fever, 
that very few surgeons would have thought of doing more than pal- 
liating his sufferings, and smoothing his way to the grave, which he 
was then evidently doomed to reach within a few hours. The temp- 
tation was irresistible, however ; and the old military surgeon who had 
charge of the hospital, and who had probably never beS>re operated 
for stone, could not refrain from using the knife. Chloroform was ad- 
ministered ; and the poor fellow being placed upon the table, the ope- 
ration-T-bi*lateral — was performed by the old gentleman in a most 
bungling and disgusting manner. In seeing it, I could not but con- 
trast his manipulations vrith those of poor Larret ; and I was almost 
tempted to ask him to transfer the instruments to his confrere LbroTj 
who was standing by me, and whose countenance and movements 
indicated his strong desire to be an actor in the scene, and redeem 
the credit of French surgery, which was evidently at stake, and 
which would soon have been rescued through his skill and dexterity. 
His respect for the operator restrained him, however ; and he kindly 
endeavored to conceal and apologize for defects, and remedy evils, in 
as far as he could. It is probably useless to say, that the patient was 
dead the next morning. 

Louis continues to hold the high rank to which he is so eminently 
entitled. He has gained in embonpoint, and never looked better than at 
the present time. He is gay, cheerful, and as instructive in profes- 
sional conversation as ever. Having returned to his old service at the 
Hotel Dieu, he is always to be found there at an early hour in the 
morning; and he is still followed by a crowd of ardent admirers. I 
was indebted to him for many acts of kindness, and enjoyed some plea- 
sant hours at his hospitable board, and in company with his family at 
the Italian opera, where he has a private box. He enquired kindly 
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for his numerous friends in America, and spoke in high terms of 
Gerhard, Kgsne, Stille, BowDrrcii, &c. His eulogies upon our 

friend and townsman, Dr. D is, were most flattering, and showed 

how just was his appreciation of suhstantial and modest worth. His 
private and consultation practice is always large and increasing, and, 
fortunately, his health is now such as to admit of his attending to it. 

Of Anoral, Ghom kl» and Raybr I saw nothing. They continue 
to enjoy, however, their well earned reputations, and are constantly 
occiipied at their Hospitals aud in attending to piivate business. 

KicoRD is still attractive to students, and to patients also. His fifth 
letter on Syphilis has just been published, and he is said to have in 
hand some new works. A large public dinner was given to him on 
the 6th instant, by his pupils, to which I was invited, but which I re* 
gretled that I could not attend, in consequence of an engagement with 
CiviALE, who had asked some mutual fnends to meet me at his house 
on that day. 

Cazbnavb continues to enjoy his well earned reputation, as a lec- 
turer on diseabes of the skin. He occupies the position formerly held 
by BiBTT at Saint Louis, and has a large and profitable private prac- 
tice. He was highly gratified at receiving a copy of the second Amer- 
ican edition of his valuable work on skin diseases, which had been 
entrusted to me for him, by our accomplished townsman, Dr. Bulslet, 
the well known editor of the work. 

Bartb, the former *' Interne'' and accomplished lecturer on Diag- 
noais and Patholt^eal Anatomy, is peiiiaps better known to most of 
your junior subscribers, than any other physician in Paris; for he was, for 
a long while, a general favorite with American stud^ts, who usually 
formed the greater portion of his classes. These will be happy to 
learn that after a severe and protracted illness, brought on by over 
fatigue and too constant attention to the *' subject," which required 
travel and a prolonged absence from professional occupations, he has 
returned to Paris, entirely restored to health, and as active and vigor- 
ous as formerly. He now resides in the Rue de Richelieu, near the 
Boulevards; is married, and has an interesting family around him. 
His practice is good, and he enjoys a deservedly high reputation in 
the community and among his confreres. He is now attached to the 
Hospital Beaujon, as one of the visiting Surgeons. 

I had the pleasure of meeting, at Dr. Barth's, another old friend, 
M. HsNRi Rooer, who was formerly at the " En&nts Malades,'' and 
who is now attached to the '* Enfants Trouvees." He already holds 
rank among the prominent Physicians of Paris, and is known with us 
as one of the authors of " Barth and Roger's" treatise on Auscultation 
and Percus8ion,-^-the best work ever published on the subject, and 
which has been translated into English and several other languages. 

Baron Pasquier, the Surgeon-in-chief to Louis Philippe, died last 
week, of pneumonia, at the age of fifty-seven. He was formerly head 
Surgeon to the ** Invalides," and Medical Inspector General of the 
French army. The funeral was attended by most of the Faculty and 
leading members of the aristocracy. His family being left destitute, 
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Lottis Napoleon has awarded to hit widow a pension of two thousand 
francs per annum. 

The Journal de$ DehaU contains, in one of its recent numbers, a 
decree organizing a Council of Health for Paris and the Department 
of the Seine. It is to be composed of nine members, of whom two, at 
least, must be Physicians, one an Apothecary, a Veterinary Surgeon, 
an Architect, and an Engineer ; and its duties ure to advise the gene- 
ral and municipal governments in all matters pertaining to the health 
of the Capital and suburbs. 

You are aware that the subject of quarantine has been attracting 
considerable attention here. A Commission, composed of medical dele- 
gates from most of the European Qovemments, has long been in ses- 
sion at Paris, for the purpose of devising a rational and practicable 
system of quarantine, which may be in accordance with the progress 
of science, and capable of general application. The labors of this 
Committee are now closed, and the result will soon be made public. 

There are more Americans, probably, in Paris at the present time 
than have ever been congregated here before, and among them an ad- 
equate representation of our profession, from almost every State in the 
Union. There are so many physicians, indeed, that it is in contempla- 
tion to establish an " American Medical Society," for the purpose of 
bringing them together, and making them better acquainted. The 
medical practice among our countrymen is mostly enjoyed by Dr. 
Ollipb, an English practitioner of eminence, who is physician to our 
Embassy. He is an accomplished scholar, a pleasant companion, and 
much liked by all who form his acquaintance. 

There are as many as eighteen or twenty English physicians now 
residing in Paris, and no American. The £eld would appear to be 
sufficiently large to afford a good practice for some of our countrymen 
who might feel disposed to establish themselves in France. It should 
be borne in mind, however, that a special license must be obtained 
prior to engaging in business, or the individual must go through the' 
the usual routine, and graduate at Paris. Without such precautions, 
he would be liable to heavy penalties and imprisonment. 

Besides those in Paris, there are many English physicians practicing 
medicine in different parts of France, and other portions of the Conti- 
nent. At Havre I had the pleasure of making the acquaintance of Dr. 
Tarral, to whom I was indebted <f or many kindnesses. This accom- 
plished gentleman and skillful practitioner has been long established at 
Havre, and is well and favorably known to American residents there, 
to most of whom he is physician. He has charge of a Foreign Hos- 
pital, to which our sick sailors are usually sent; and the mention of his 
name will recall pleasant associations to the memory of Doctors Mott, 
Isaacs, and Blackman, of our city. 

Having given you, in a hurried and imperfect manner, the result 
of my observations here during a very short sojourn, which has, how- 
ever, owing to the kindness of many friends, proved a most pleasant 
one, I must now conclude with the wish that I may find you well, and 
the ** Times " in a prosperous condition, when next we meet, which will 
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probably be in a few days after tbia reaches you, as I purpose return- 
ing home in the "Humboldt,'* which leaves Havre on Tuesday next. 
Respectfully and truly your friendi 

F. CAMPBELL STEWART. 



(We have to apologue to our readers for again trespassing npon their patience 
on the subject of the controversy between Drs. Ramsay and Robertson ; but the 
following letter has come to ub with such an urgent request for its insertion, that 
we have, though with great reluctance, consented that it shall appear, with the 
understanding that this shall be the last of the matter in our columns. — ^£d.) 

Editor New York Medical " Times." 
Dear Sir : — ^My attention has been called by a friend to the follow- 
ing letter from Dr. Henry A. Ramsay, of Columbia County, Georgia, 
to be found in the January No. of your journal. 

" Columbia County, Geo., Dec, Wth, )851. 

" Dear Sir : — I see, in your December No., a card over my name, 
inserted upon the request of Dr. F. M. Robertson. I will here remark, 
that lam only responsible Jbr wTiat I publish, and as I never published 
such a document, I shall neither be responsible for it, or its contents. 
This is my explanation, and I hope, in justice, you wHI favor it with 
an early insertion in the ' Times.' 

" With many wishes for your success, I am, dear sir, very respect- 
fully, H. A. RAMSAY." 

Sustaining the relation I do towards the parties in this controversy, 
I feel it incumbent upon me to make the following statement, that the 
public, notwithstanding his disavowal, may be enabled to estimate the 
true extent of Dr. Ramsay's " responsibility'* for the card in question. 
A controversy having arisen, between Dr. J. J. Robertson, of this 
place, and Dr. Ramsay, on account of certain proceedings of the 
American Medical Association, at its session in Charleston, in May 
last, involving the professional reputation of the latter gentleman, and 
much con'espondence having passed without satisfaction to either 
party, it was finally proposed by Dr^ Ramsay, that a meeting of the 
parties be had for the purpose of mutual explanation, and, if possible, 
an amicable adjustment: or, that the whole matter be referred to a 
third party, who should be friendly to each. The latter mode of settle- 
ment was agreed upon, acd I was suggested by Dr. Robinson, and 
accepted by Dr. Ramsay, as the referee. 

Pursuant to this agreement, having possessedm yself of the views 
of Dr. Robertson, I repaired to Raysville, in the neighborhood of Dr. 
Ramsay's residence, on the 14th November last, where I was met by 
the Dr., and a full and free interview ensued upon the subject of his 
differences with Dr. J. J. Robertson, as well as with his brother, Dr. 
F. M. Robertson, of Charleston. The result of that conference may 
be found in the card sent you by Dr. F. M. Robertson, and published 
in the December number of your journal. After a full consideration, 
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the identical " document** in question toas agreed to and mgned in my 
pretence^ and in that of another witness, by Dr. Ramsay himself, and 
with the voluntary stipulation on his part, that he would forward copies 
of the same to various medical joumalsybr publication. The original 
card is now in my possession ; and though it has not found its way into 
the journals through his agency, I am at a loss to discover by what 
rule, either of logic or ethics, Dr. Ramsay can now come forward and 
allege the fact of his breach of faith in this regard, as an argument to 
prove that he is not responsible for his own written signature. If a 
man is prepared to repudiate all responsibility for his own sentiments, 
and his own name, upon grounds such as these, I should like to know 
what species of moral or legal obligation he is willing to recognize as 
binding. That the card is his, and signed with his oum 7iand, and 
with a fall knowledge of its character and contents, I feel assured 
Dr. Ramsay will not and cannot deny. 

I beg leave, dear sir, to ask the publication of this statement in 
your journal, not simply as an act of ** courtesy " to me, but rather as 
one of justice to Dr. F. M. Robertson, against whom your correspondent 
has wrongfully insinuated the charge of having given to the public, as 
truth, a spurious and un authenticated document. 

Respectfully your ob't Serv't, 

J. R. SNEED. 
Washington, Geo., 
Jan. 14th, 1852. 

P. S — In regard to the publication of this card, in circular /arm, 
by Dr. J. J. Robertson, I would simply state, that at the conclusion 
of our Raysville interview above alluded to. Dr. Ramsay voluntarily 
proffered to give the card the same circulation he had given a pamph- 
let then recently published by himself on the same subject. This 
liberal offer I declined, stating that Dr. Robertson designed to issue it 
in circular form at his own expense. The right of Dr. Robertson 
to publish in that form was fully understood between us, and recog-. 
nized by Dr. Ramsay. J. R. S. 



STATED MEETING OF NEW YORK ACADEMY OP MEDICINE, 
HELD AT THE UNIVERSITY, MARCH 3d, 1862. 

Vice President J. M. Smith, in the chair. 

Present, 48 Fellows. The Minutes of the last meeting were read and ap- 
proved. The Reports of the various Committees were handed in, announcing 
their organization. The Committee on Finance recommended the annual tax 
for 1852 to be fixed at $2,00. The Committee on Theory and Practice recom- 
mended ** The varieties and treatment of Croup," as a subject for discussion 
at this meeting. 
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The Committee on Materia Medico, reported that they hod presented the 
Kousso referred to them to Dr. Bulkley ; he had given it according to the di- 
rections ; and they annex a history of the case, as detailed by him. The Com- 
mittee add that ^ it will be seen that though a considerable portion of the worm 
was discharged, the head was left behind ; and from the peculiar growth of the 
animal there can be no doubt that the symptoms will return. This accords 
with the experience of other observers. The Kousso is found to be palliative 
rather than curative ; but of the palliatives, it is on the whole, perhaps, the most 
certain. 

Sdentific Intelligence, — ^Dr. S. P. White exhibited a cartilaginous and ossijied 
mitral valve, and read a detailed history of the case. It was referred to the 
Committee on Theorv and Practice. 

Dr. F. Campbell Stewart exhibited a new self-acting cup, made of india-rub- 
ber, with a metallic ring at the edge ; by simply pressmg it together and ap- 
plying it to any surface, it makes an excellent cup. 

Election of Orator, — Dr. F. Campbell Stewart was elected orator for the en- 
suing 'anniversary, on the first ballot. Dr. McNulty offered a Preamble and 
Resolutions^ relative to the small remuneration allowed by the city for services 
rendered on call of the Police, and the difficulty of obtaining the same, and re- 
questing ^e Academy to endeavor to procure some action of the Common 
Couneil on this subject After some diseussion by Drs. Gardner, Detmold, and 
Warren, the Resolutions were laid on the table. 

Owing to the lateness of the hour, the Discussion on Croup was deferred 
until the next meeting. 

The Academy then proceeded to make nominations for Delegates to the 
American Medical Association to be held in Richmond in May next 

After which the Academy adjourned. 



'^m. 



DoMEBTiOL University Medical College, — The annual commencement took 
place in the Chapel of the Univereity on Wednesday, March 10th. After a prayer 
by the Rev. Dr. Potts, the address to the Graduates was delivered by ProL Bed- 
ford. The number of Graduates was nine^-six. 

College of Physicians and Suraeons. — ^The annual commencement of this Insti- 
tution was held at their building m Crosby-street, on Thursday, March 11th. The 
exercises were opened with prayer by the Rev. Dr. Potts, after which the Presi- 
dent, Dr. A. H. Stevens, delivered the address to the graduating class, which num- 
bers this year fifty-nine. 

Neva York Medical College. — The annual commencement was held at the build- 
ing of the College in Thirteenth street, on Friday Evening, March 12th. Prof. 
Doremus addressed the graduatinff class, which numbered mneteen. 

Baltimore College of Denial Surgery, — ^The annual commencement of this in- 
stitution, was held on the 18th of March. The provost, Dr. Eleazar Parmly, of 
this city, bestowed the diplomas, and delivered the address to the graduates, of 
whom there were twelve. A valedictory address was then given by Dr. Robert 
Arthur, of Washington City, the first graduate of the College, ten years a^o. 

New York Eye Infirmary, — ^We have to chronicle seTeral changes in tfis excel- 
lent charity since the death of the lamented Dr. J. K. Rodgers, one of its founders. 
Dr. Wilkes has resigned his place as attending surgeon, and is now in Europe, to 
be absent seyeral months. Dr. Gurdon Buck, and Dr. T. M Halsted have been 
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chosen Attending Surffoons. DrSb Back and Hakted are now on dntj with 
Dr. Dubois, so long ana bo fayorably known in connection with the institution. 

New York Hospital. — ^The Goyemors of this institution have resolyed not to 
receiye into their wards in future any person with ship or typhus feyer, on the 
ground that it is intended as a general hospital for other than contagious diseases^ 
and that, hence, it is not proper to subject patients receiyed there for accidents 
and for diseases not contagious to the infections atmosphere of that disease. 

Demilt i>Mpe»i«ary.— Contracts are made and the ground already broken for 
a new dispensary under this name, on the comer of Sc^nd Ayenue and Twenty- 
third street, the cost of the lot and building to be thirty thousand dollars. Three 
capable physicians haye been appointed, and haye been engaged for some time in 
reueying the sick poor in that neighborhood, 756 patients haymg been treated by 
them during the past year. The receipts are $11,100, and the expenditures $6,000. 

Colored Home, — ^lliis institution is in a flounshing condition, and is yearly ex- 
tending its charity to a class before left to public superyision. During the year 
1861, me whole number under its charge was 801, and of these 101 died — and 
nearly one half (44^ — 2^ males and 22 females) of j^thisis — 10 more died of typhus^ 
and 10 of old age. Dr. James D. Fitch continues to hold the place of resident 
physician, a post which he has occupied from the foundation of the association, 
now in the 18th year of its existence, to the entire satisfaction of all interested. 

Weekly Mortality^ {continued from Feb. No.) — ^For week ending Jan. 24th, 864. 
Gonaumption, 46; pneumonia, 25; tfcarlet feyer, 85 ; small-pox, 8; croup, 19; 
apoplexy^ 15 ; typhus feyer ^indnding " typhoid,") 5. Week ending Jan. Slst, 404. 
donsumption, 54 ; pneumoma, 82 ; scarlet feyer, 29 ; small-pox, 10 ; croup, 18 ; 
apoplexy, 12; typhus (including <* typhoid,") 6; dysentery, 7. Week ending Feb. 
7th, 465. Consumption, 67 ; pneumonia, 83 ; scarlet feyer, 14 ; small-pox, 21 ; 
croup, 21 ; apoplexy, 12 ; typhus, (including " typhoid,") 27 ; Dysentery, 8. Week 
ending Feb. 14Ui, 424. Consumption, 64; pneumonia, 28; scarlet feyer, 24; small 
pox, 11; croup, 25; apoplexy, 12 ; typhus, (including "typhoid,") 33; Dysentery, 
8. Week ending Feb. 21st, 891. Consumption, 57; pneumonia, 89 ; scarlet feyer, 
26; small-pox, 8; croup, 11; apoplexy, 17; typhus, (including "typhoid,") 24; 
dysentery, 7. Week ending Feb. 28th, 384. Consumption, 49 ; pneumonia, 30 ; 
scarlet feyer, 23; small-pox, 3; croup, 17; apoplexy, 13; typhus, (including "ty- 
phoid,") 32 ; dysentery, 6. Week ending march 6th, 888. Consumption, 44 ; 
pneumonia, 32; scarlet feyer, 13 ; small-pox, 16; croup, 11 ; apoplexy, 18; typhus 
teyer (including " typhoid,") 22; dysentery 8. Weet ending March 13th, 406. 
Consumption, 51 ; pneumonia, 25; scarlet feyer, 16; small-pox, 10; croup, 12; 
apoplexy, 19; congestion of lungs, IS; typhus feyer, 26; dysentery, 6. Weeken- 
ding March 20th, 398. Consumption,- ^1 ; pneumonia, 29 ; scarlet feyer, 28 ; small 
pox, 18 ; yarioloid, 1 ; croup, 6 ; apoplexy, 11 ; typhus feyer, (including **typhoid,") 
25 ; dysentery, 6. Week ending March 27th, 418. Consumption, 62 ; pneumonia, 
36; scarlet feyer, 10; small-pox, 11; croup, 12; apoplexy, 7; typhus feyer, (in- 
cluding "typhoid,") 25; dysentery, 8. 

Brooklyn City HotpUal, — ^This institution is located on Fort Green, near the 
County Jail ; the main portion of the building and the left wing will be ready for 
occupants, it is expected, in the month of April. This portion will accommodate 
160 patients. 

American Medical Association. — ^At a meeting of the ISem York County Medical 
Society, held for the purpose, on Monday, March 22d, the following gentlemen 
were chosen delegates of the Society, to the meeting of the Association to be held 
at Richmond on Tuesday, 4th May next: Drs. Rockwell, G. Carter, Bulkley, War- 
ren, Stephenson, T..F. Cock, Beadle, O. White, Reese, B. O^den, Phelps^ Worster, 
H. Sweeny, L Greene, J. W. Francis, Thomas Cock, Underiull, Adams, Woodward, 
Blakeman, Leyeridge, James Anderson, Bliss, A. C. Post^ and Hoffman. 

The Medical and Sur^^ical Society, at its meetinjg on the 20th, appointed Drs. 
Swett and Dubois, their delegates on the samp occasion. 

Stixte Medical Society. — ^A semi-annual meeting of the Society will be held in 
this city on the last Tuesday of June next Papers are expected from some of the 
leading members of the profession, and other arrangements are being made to 
render the occasion one of both profit and interest to those who may be present^ 
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The Select Committee of Oongrets to irhieh the snbjeet was referred, has 
awarded one hundred thousand dollars to Dr. Morton, of Borton, as the first per- 
son who successfully used ether for its anesthetic effect& Dr. Jackson is said to 
have proved that he first discovered the principle upon which Chloroform was 
first successfully applied and eommunicatcNi it to Dr. Morton, who applied it to 
practical use. It is said that a minority of the committee is in favor of dividing 
the reward between the two o(Hnpetitor& Dr. M. has caused the arrest of Dr. J. 
for libel The Hartford Ihnea^ on the other hand, contests tibe claim of Dr. Mor- 
ton to the reward, maintaining that Dr. Wells^ of that city, made the discovery in 
November, 1844^ two years earlier than Dr. Morton's claim, and that there is abun- 
dant evidence of its frequent and effectual use, under his direction, in several 
surgical operationB. The death of Dr. Wells alone prevented his urging his claim. 

Small Poaf.— The Cincinnati En^iter ftays that tlio teller of one of the banks 
of Columbus, recently died from this disease, contracted by handling a batch of 
bank bills which had been sent from Cincinnati, where the small pox was then 
quite prevalent^ and of a malignant form. 

FoKEiGN Yaria. New Mode of removing Uterine Polypi. — ^M. Gensoul, taking 
the opportunity of the menstrual period, w^hen the uterus is both lower down and 
more patulous, introduces a pair of strong forceps, such as are used for nasal poly- 
T>i, and encircling the pedicle in the gripe of the blades, he ties the handles, and 
leaves the instrument to drop off spontaneously. 

KofUMo, — ^A writer in a late number of the Provincial M. and S. Journal, in a brief 
article on the use pf this drug as a remedy against the tape worm, quotes a passage 
fi?om Bruce's travels, pubUshed in 1790, to show that it has been in use among the 
Abyssinians for many years, but more especially against the ascarides. The expe- 
rience, however, derived from its recent employment in English hospitals, as well 
as lliat of some of our own physicians, goes to prove that it is a useful remedy, but as 
effecting a radical cure, not more to be depended on than various other drugs. 

QwadcB and their advertisements, — ^A land agent in one of the provincial towns 
of England advertised to send a speedy cure for stone and gravel to any one who 
would send him 18 stamps. A patient of Dr. Cormack's, in reply, received the 
following graphic note. "Dear Sir. — ^Your 18 stamps are received, beg to say 
instead of a dose of Egyptian Drops, I will send the recipe for 86 stamps more, 
and full directions how to Mix and Take it Drops will dissolve the Stone, and 
bring it away in Sand, quiet, easy, speedy cure is certain. Yours respy., Thomas 
Wil^nson, lind Agent** On fear ot exposure if the "speedy cure " was not sent 
in an axailahU form^ he forwarded the following recipe : 1 oz. Barbadoes Tar, 1 oz. 
Balsam Sulphur, 1 oz. Linseed Oil, 1 do. Spirits of Turpentine. When the stamps 
are received Directions will be returned. Signed as before. 

I>oe» Iodine produce absorption of the Mammae and Testes / To this practical 
question Mr. Langston Parker replies, that he has seen numerous instances of what 
he considers the prolonged and excessive use of the preparations of Iodide in constitu- 
tional Syphilis, principally the iodides of potass and iron. He mentions the case 
of a surgeon, who, for a venereal taint, had -taken 10 grains iodide potass, twice or 
thrice a day for 10 years, but no wasting of the Testes. He has hypertrophy 
of the tongue, with lobes, or nodes. 

In a second case, the medicine had been freely taken for four years, so much so 
that the perspiration stained the linen ; the testes were unaffected, but the tongue 
was lobulated and fissured. 

In a third, 5 srs. iod: pot has been taken thrice daily for nearly three years ; 
the testicles remained healthj and of full size. 

In a fourth, large quantities of the same salt had been employed for long pe- 
riods, the left testes had almost entirely disappeared — ^the right was natural — the 
tongue lobulated. This last was the only case in which Mr. P. had seen wasting 
of &e testicle from iodine. — Provincial Journal. 

Novelty. — ^An Electric Telegraph has been laid do-wjn in St .George's Hospital, 
to facilitate communication between the medical officers, students, and attenoants. 

Necessity of Post Mortem^ — ^A merchant of Liverpool recently died, and a 
certificate was given by his surgeon, stating that he died from a natural cause : an 
insurance certificate being required from him, it became necessary to examine the 
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body. In the stomach was found a large quantity of Prnssic Acid, which it was 
proved he had taken in a fit of " temporary insanity." — Lancet. A case somewhat 
analogous lately occurred in one of our Avenuesi 



MONTHLY BULLETIN OF HOSPITAL ATTENDANCE, LECTURES, «fcc. 

FOR APBIL. 

New York J?o<p«^a/.-^Physician8 and Surgeons in attendance. Physician, Dr. 
Swett. Surgeons, Drs. Buck and Halsted. Lectures on Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, and Friday, commencing at 11. A. M. Leetmrera^ Dra. Swett> Buck, 
and Van Arsdale. 

Bellevue J?b«pt^a/.-.-PhyBicians and Surgeons in attendance. Physicians, Drs. 
McCready and Metcalfe. Surgeons, Drs. Van Buren and Stone. Clinical instruction, 
by Dr. Metcalfe on Mondays and Fridays, and by Dr. Van Buren on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, at 12^ o'clock. Clinical Lecture and operations on Saturday, at 
12i o'clock. 

WariTa Island HospitcUn, — ^Physicians and Surgeons in attendance. Drs. Wil- 
liams, Carnochan, Macneven, Ford, and Schilling. Sureical Clinique on Saturday, 
at 1, P.M. 

University Medical College. — ^Lectures every day, except Saturday, from 9^ to 
11^, A. M. Lecturers, Drs. Van Buren, Ketcalfe, McCready, and BuUdey. Cliniquea 
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, at 2}, P. M., and on Saturdays at 10 
o'clock. 

Crosby St. College. — Clinique on Monday and Thursday, at 11, A. M. Leotore 
by Dr. Oilman, on Monday and Thursday, at TJ, P. M, 

New York Medical College. — ^Two Lectures daily (commencing 5th inst) by 
Drs. Carnochan, Barker, Doremus, and Oonant (days and hours not yet arranged). 
Clinique on Monday and Thursday, at 12 o'clock, and on Tuesday, at 11, A. M. 

£/ye and Ear Infirmary. — Surgeons in attendance, Drs. Dubois^ Buck, and 
Halsted. Open on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Friday s» from 12 to 2, P. M. 
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DiBD, at the fi'eamen's Retreat, Staten Island, of Ship Fever, March Otb, A. Jumok BAiin, 
M. D., in the 34th year of his age, another yictim to that ecourge which has swept off so manr bifght 
and promising members of our profession. Dr. B. was the son of the Rev. Thomas Rand, of Mount 
Holyoke, MassachusettSf to wliich place his remains were taken for interment He was a floe 
classical sdiolar, a well educated physician, and one w}io bade fair to attain eminence in hia pro- 
fession. ^ 

On Monday, March 16th, of Ship Fever, Henrt D. Nkal, M. D., aged 50 years, late Private Se- 
cretary to the General Agent of the Commissioners of Emigration. 
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Fracture of the lower Jato, with extensive displacement, treated by ex- 
dsionofthe overlappifig fractured ends, and the Wire Suture, By 
GuRDON Buck, Jr., M. D., Surgeon to the New York Hospital. 

Jeremiah Fredhorb, a boatman, native of New Jersey, aged 19 
years, was admitted into the Hospital, September 26th, 1846, with a 
fracture between the first and second incisor teeth of the leftside of the 
jaw, that happened at sea two weeks and a half before, and was pro- 
duced by a swinging block striking him on the left side of the jaw. — 
The left fragment had been driven towards the opposite side, and is 
firmly interlocked behind the right fragment. The ends overlap each 
other so that the second incisor tooth of the left side stands in a line 
posterior to the first incisor of the right side, with a space of one fin- 
ger's breadth between them. The frcenum of the lower lip still retain- 
ing its connection with the left fragment, winds round the end of the 
right fragment. On the right side, the lower teeth still preserve their 
natural coaptation with the upper ; while on the left, they fall entirely 
within the line of the upper, without coming in contact at any one point. 
The fracture, instead of passing perpendicularly across the jaw, appears 
to have taken an oblique direction to the left, so that the right fragment 
terminates at its lower margin in an angular projection, on a line be- 
low the left corner of the mouth. Over this projection an abscess has 
formed. Upon the chin is also seen a cicatrix, three fourths of an inch 
in length, depressed and closely adherent to the bono ; the remains of 
a wound produced by the block. A slight degree of motion, with gra- 
ting of bony surfaces, can be effected, though the parts seem very firmly 
interlocked. All inflammatory swelling and induration have for the 
most part disappeared. The speech is very much affected ; the symmetry 
VOL. I. — NO. 10. 19 
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of the face is less disturbed than might be supposed with so great a de- 
gree of displacement ; on opening the mouth, however, the distortion 
becomes very great, the lower lip being drawn to the right side, and 
the upper to the left. 

Operationy September 29th. 

Patient being seated on a chair and his head supported, the lower 
lip was dissected up from the jaw as low down as the chin, to ascer- 
tain the exact extent of the fracture, and the practicability of disengag- 
ing the ends and effecting their reduction. After dividing the callotts 
tissues uniting the fragments, it was still found impossible to bring 
them into coaptation. It was therefore decided to excise the overlap- 
ping ends. The lip was now divided on the median line, as low as the 
chin, and the flaps raised on either side. The remaining adhesions^were 
partly incised, and partly broken up by a narrow chisel insinuated be- 
tween the fragments and prying them apart till it passed behind the 
anterior fragment, and served to protect the soft parts, while with a 
metacarpal saw a section was made in the median plane, which re- 
moved the overlapping anterior fragment. The end of the posterior 
or left fragment was then excised, after which the fragments admitted 
of a satisfactory coaptation. To counteract the tendency to displacement 
which existed when the fragments were left to themselves, a hole was 
drilled obliquely from without inwards through the lower angle of each, 
and a wire of annealed iron passed through both, with the ends brought 
forwards and twisted. By this means, the adjustment of the fragments 
was rendered complete. The divided lip was next adjusted with the 
utmost precision by sutures and adhesive straps, the twisted wire being 
brought out at the lower angle of the wound. The right fragment be- 
ing inclined to drop below the level of the left from the action of the 
depressed muscles Which were inserted alone into it, a thick compress 
was placed under the right side of the jaw to give increased effect to 
the bandage, which was applied so as to act from below upwards as 
well as from before backwards. 

Adhesion took place throughout the whole extent of the wound ex- 
cept at the lower angle, where the wires passed out. On the twenty 
fourth day, the bone was firmly united ; the wire, being very loose and. 
movable, was untwisted, and one end cut off short, while the other end 
served to draw it out by, but not without the employment of considera- 
ble force. 

On the 13th November, all the openings had closed up, and the 
patient was discharged, highly gratified with the great improvement 
i^a^his condition effected by the operation. 
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Caie of Encysted Kidney; by John O. Stone, M. D., Surgeon of 
Bellevue Hospital. Reported by A. P. Dalrymple, M. D., House 
Surgeon. 

William Reid, aged 47, was admitted into tbe Hospital on the 27th 
of September, 1851. On admission, his constitution seemed some- 
what impaired, but he stated that it had been very good until within 
the last three months. He came to the hospital for ulcers on the legs. 
These healed in the course of a month. Three weeks after admis- 
sion, he complained of cramps in his bowels, and a continual gnawing 
pain there, which he had felt for some lime before. On examination, 
a tumor was detected in the left kidney, extending from that point 
above, below, and to the right side, a distance of four inches in each 
direction. The tumor was circumscribed, tense, and fixed, and no 
fluctuation could be detected in it. The parietes of the abdomen over 
the tumor were somewhat distended. 

Jan. 9, 1852. Since the last note, many physicians have examined 
the tumor, and various opinions have been expressed. Judging from 
his sufferings, emaciation, and general appearance, the most common 
supposition has been that th/ tumor was malignant, probably ence- 
phaloid. Now the tumor has greatly increased in size, distending 
the walls of the abdomen in every direction. His appetite has failed ; 
and this, in addition to the constant pain he endures, has lessened his 
strength, and caused great emaciation. His urine has diminished in 
quantity ; and his bowels are constipated, and moved only when cathar- 
tics are taken. 

March 1st, — All the bad symptoms have increased with the con- 
tinued growth of the tumor. Takes but little nourishment. Milk 
punch is the only thing he relishes. Relief to pain is procured by 
narcotics ; two grains of the sulphate of morphine, in solution, are 
taken every 24 hours. 

Jipril 2^fh — Expired at 1 1 A. M. For ten days before death was 
not conscious of pain, lying in a sort of comi until he died. 

Autopsy — twenty- five hours after death. In making the usual in- 
cision in the median line of the abdomen, the knife inadvertently per- 
forated the tumor, and a stream of thin and curd -like fluid spouted out. 
The tumor occupied the left side of the spine chiefly, but extended 
also to the right side of the vertebral column. Downward, it reached to 
the promontory of the sacrum ; and it forced the diaphragm firmly in 
the upward direction. On its front surface, nearly in the median line. 
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the descending colon pursued its course, firmly attached to the tumor, 
and lying between it and the parietes of the abdomen. On dissection, 
this tumor was found to be the left kidney, consisting of eight or ten 
cysts, some of them distinct, but most of them communicating with 
each other by openings of various sizes, some two inches in diameter, 
others less. The cysts were also of various dimensions, containing a 
quantity of fluid, varying from two ounces to two quarts. The whole 
quantity of fluid in these cysts, collectively, was about two gallons. It 
was of the same nature in all, of a thin gruel-like appearance, with 
floating flakes resembling fatty matter. The tumor, when emptied of 
its contents and stretched, showed very beautifully the septa which 
divided the sac into eight or ten compartments. The vascular por- 
tion of the kidney had entirely disappeared. The ureter was found, 
coming out of the sac, of the usual size and appearance. Six or seven 
calculi of varying sizes were found in the cysts, near to the pelvis 
of the kidney ; and the pelvis itself was completely filled by a calculus. 
These calculi were of a dark mottled color, with polished surfaces, 
orbicular in form, with one or more conoidal points shooting from 
each. Under the microscope, they were found to consist of uric acid. 
The fluid in the sacs did not contain any salts, and was found to be 
albuminous. 

The kidney of the right ei-e was of the natural size and perfectly 
healthy. 

The mucous membrane of the bladder was thickened and corruga- 
ted. There was no stricture of the urethra. At the top of the right 
lung, a few cicatrices and chalky deposits were found. All the other 
viscera were healthy. 

Although no mention is made of the state of the urine during the 
progress of the disease, yet it is worthy of note that, at two different 
times, it was tested, and found not to contain any albumen. The fluid 
in the sacs was found, however, after death, to be albuminous. 

It is worthy of remembrance also, that about a month before death, 
certain hard nodules were distinctly felt, lying between the wail of the ab- 
domen and the anterior part of the tumor, which in a day or two after- 
wards could not be perceived. A moment's consideration would have 
suggested to us their nature, during the life of the patient. The dissec- 
tion proved them to be lumps of harden ed foeces passing down the 
colon. 

30 Waverley Place, June 10, 1852. 
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Case of Acute Tuberculosis and Pleuro- Pneumonia, Duration 12 
days. Read before the New York Medical Association, by Jack- 
son Bolton, M. D. 

M. A., aged 8 years, nervous, lymphatic, pale,— dark hair — oper- 
ated on for imperforate anus at her birth — enemas given almost daily, 
up to 4 years old — never seriously ill. 

September 14tb, 1850. Complained of a choking sensation in her 
throat, and other symptoms usually attributed to worms ; appetite nat- 
ural ; bowels regular ; nothing remarkable in her pulse, skin, chest, or 
abdomen ; prescribed oil of chenopodium. 

6th. Choking relieved ; patient weak ; bowels not moved ; child 
much better ; ordered a dose of magnesia. 

7th. Child passed a restless night ; some heat of skin ; pulse 100 ; 
tongue clean ; a little choking at times ; asks for food j no thirst ; pur- 
gative produced one stool, of dark color ; urine natural ; complains of 
DO pain in chest or abdomen; sleeps the greater part of the time; is 
restless. 

9th. The heat of the skin has continued to increase, pulse 120 ; 
respiration very frequent (not counted) ; tongue moist ; no thirst ; no 
desire for food ; no stool for 2 days ; complains of slight tenderness or 
pressui^ in the right hypochondrium. Ordered leeches to pit of 
stomach, castor oil, ipecac, syrup, and nitric ether — poultices. 

10th. Same state; could make out nothing definite on exploring 
the chest or abdomen; 3 stools, lighter color ; bilious; skin hot and 
dry ; pulse 1 30 ; respiration very frequent. Same treatment. 

11th. Dr. Parker saw the patient with me ; state much the same ; 
pulse 140; 60 respirations in a minute, abdominal, nostrils dilating 
at each, and every 4th or 5th succeeded by a gi-oan or grunt ; anxious 
facies ; choking at times ; no cough ; slight dulkess on percussion of 
the right side of chest ; nothing remarkable on auscultation, except 
that the respiration was less puerile than on the left side ; child lies on 
either side. Ordered poultices ; 1|- grs. antimonial powder every 4 
hours ; continue ipecac, and nitre ; injection ; barley water. 

12th. Precisely the same state continued for the following 5 days ; 
no result in the daily examination of the patient; pulse 140 to 150 ; 
respirations 50 to 60 a minute. One day had a slight chill at 3 P. M., 
and another at 10 P. M. of the same day. Nails of fingers and toes 
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livid ; lips a liltle so ; no cough at any time ; no expectoration ; bovr- 
els moved every day by injections ; passages natural ; urine free. 

14th. Suspended James' Powder; ordered tinct. aconite J drop 
every 2 hours ; otherwise the same treatment. 

16th. Ordered 4 grs. calomel, which produced 5 liquid stools, light 
yellow. Same state. 

17th. Dr. Swett examined the child this morning; no very marked 
physical signs; heard a litttle crepitus at the base of the right lung, at 
the end of one inspiration ; a little dullness on percussion on same side ; 
same state otherwise ; child asks lor food. Ordered dry cups to 
right side and back; tinct. sanguinaria and nitre; poultices; wine 
whey ; barley water. 

18th. Pulse fluttering; same hurried respiration; tongue dry; 
complained of pain in the abdomen at night ; relieved by an anodyne 
injection and a poultice ; skin livid generally ; child sinking, mtelli- 
gence perfectly preserved, no delirium at any time ; no cough. 

19th. Patient died this morning at 6^ o'clock. 

Autopsy — made 4 hours after death. Present : Di-s. Parker, 
Swett, Sabine, and myself. Very little emaciation ; some dullness oa 
percussion in the posterior part of chest, both sides, more on the right. 
Right lung : some slight adhesions to the lower part of walls of chest ; 
surface of lung and interior perfectly riddled with small round tuber- 
cles, size of a Icurge pin's head ; traces of inflammation of the ba^. Left 
lung : equally full of round tubercles; no inflammation of tissue: the 
other organs not examined ; no bronchitis. Diagnosis ; acute tuber- 
culosis of both lungs, with traces of pleuro- pneumonia in the base of 
the right lung. 

Remarks, The most interesting point in this case is the fact of high 
febrile excitement, quick pulse, rapid breathing, some tenderness in 
the right hypochondrium during twelve days ; indications of some 
affection of the chest, and yet the impossibility to decide what occa* 
fiioned all this disturbance; the physical signs being completely at 
fault. The second point of interest is the rapidity with which these 
two lungs were completely filled with tubercles throughout their 
tissue ; it is worthy of remark, also, how completely the digestive 
organs performed all their functions ; the brain, also, was perfectly 
dear to the last moment. 
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I. NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 

BY J. BOLTON; M. D., SECRETARY. 

Stated Meeting, June 2, 1852.— President, Thomas Cock, M. D., 
i Q the chair. Fifty members present during the evening. 

The miQutes of the previous meeting were read, corrected, and 
approved. The Committee on Admissions reported through Dr. 
Henschel, their secretary, recommending Drs. Joseph A. Monell, and 
Ernest Schilling for Resident Fellowship, and Dr. J. C. Townsend, of 
Glen Cove (L. I.), for Corresponding Fellowship ; and on ballot they 
were severally elected. 

The continuation of the discussion on croup being next in order^ 
Dr. Francis addressed the meeting at some length ; remarking that, 
in his opinion, the city of New York is entitled to more credit for ad- 
vancement of the science on this subject than is generally allowed to 
it. Formerly, Dr. Samuel Bard maintained that croup is a form of 
malignant sore throat ; but Dr. Bailey thought that it was an inflam- 
matory disease, and that the effusion of the tenacious false membrane 
was the result of inflammation, though sometimes it may £)]low 
cynanche maligna. Dr. Bailey contended for the use of the lancet 
and emetics, which in his (Dr, Francis's) opinion, is the safest course. 
He insisted particularly upon the importance of remaining by the 
patient until he is relieved ; and said that, by persevering in that coursOi 
be has lost very few cases in his practice. Warm baths, enemata, 
and counter-irritants are useful adjuvants ; and Dr. F. has seen great 
benefit derived from vitriolic emetics used after depletion. In a child 
two years old^ be has seen the dose carried to one ounce and one 
drachm, before acting on the stomach, and the patient eventually 
saved. There is some danger of their aflecting the bowels. 

Dr. Buss remarked that one fact was overlooked in an investiga^ 
tion on this subject, the change in the constitution of the disease : 
formerly it was highly inflammatory, and he remembered when several 
bleedings were necessary in croup and inflammation of the lungs. He 
still resorts to blood letting, and thinks the lancet preferable to leeches, 
particularly in the cases with which he still occasionally meets, of the 
inflammatory form. Diphtheritic croup, which Dr. B. thinks contagious* 
was not formerly so common. He has never met with a case of pure 
spasmodic croup ; he considers it always an inflammatory disease. If 
it is true crowp, it is always accompanied with fever. He thinks the 
rule laid down by Dr. Francis a most excellent one, never to leave the 
patient until he is relieved. 

Dr. H. Grbbn stated that he diflers in some respects from the gen- 
tlemen who had preceded him ; first, as to the pathology, and secondly. 
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as to the treatment of this disease. The disease does not appear to be 
well understood by the profession, as about twenty children die of it 
weekly in this city. Dr. G. considers it a specific disease — that there 
is only one form, and that is Ihe injlammatory ; the varieties depend- 
ing upon the constitution and circumstances of the patient. In nervous, 
irritable children, it m«y bring on a spasm of the glottis before false 
membranes are formed ; if the disease continues, and the child lives 
long enough, a plastic exudation commences, and patches of false 
membrane are formed, extending from above downwards. Dr. G. 
does not think that depletion can be borne at the present day by a 
large number of cases as well as formerly — he considers the large doses 
of sulphate of zinc dangerous. He relies upon the topical treatment as 
almost certain. Depletion is to be employed in the early stage, but 
there is no remedy equal to the saturated solution of nitrate of silver, 
if properly applied. The instrument must be passed directly into the 
larynx, which is easily done when the head of the child is firmly held. 
In pressing down the tongue, there arises an effort at emesis, which 
brings the epiglottis into view, and allows the instrument to pass with- 
out difficulty. It then produces but very little cough, and the false 
membranes are frequently rejected after two or three applications. 
Dr. Green stated that he had not lost a patient for ten years, where he 
had had an opportunity of employing this treatment. He remarked 
that the lai^nx of a child one year old is nearly as large as that of a 
child of twelve years of age. Dr. Trousseau has performed tracheotomy 
138 times, and in one-third of the cases it was successful. He applies 
the solution of nitrate of silver through the tracheal opening. 

Dr. Reesb remarked that there was an apparent discrepancy of 
opinion among gentlemen, but that it arises from taking different forms 
of the disease, the majority of the cases we meet with being a simple 
catarrh, with croupy symptoms. In membranous croup, the topical ap- 
plications are indicated. In inflammatory croup, or in laryngitis, or 
tracheitis, venesection is ihe remedy^ . and affords instantaneous relief. 
Sometimes either sulphate of zinc or of copper is useful, and requires 
to be used in large doses. Many cases of the membranous form are 
relieved by topical applications, and the source of relief is often the 
rejection of the false membranes by their use. Tracheotomy has gene- 
rally been unsuccessful in the cases in which Dr. R. has seen it em- 
ployed ; it is generally performed too late. 

Dr. Detmold is of the opinion that croup is a specific, inflamma- 
tory disease, of which the peculiar characteristic is the deposit uf false 
membrane. This exudation is fibrinous, and may take place upon other 
surfaces. The intensity of the inflammation of the mucous membrane 
is variable ; sometimes it may be quite pale when you strip off the 
deposit. As to the treatment, he never saw venesection employed, 
and he never employs leeches. Cases sometimes recover without ni- 
trate of silver, or calomel, or large doses of sulphate of zinc. The to- 
pical treatment is excellent, though a mere palliative ; and the same is 
true of tracheotomy. Any astringent solution would answer as well 
as nitrate of silver. 
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Dr. J. Wood desired to confirm the opiniou as to the inflamma- 
tory character of the disease many years ago. Since 1832, the cha- 
racter of the disease has changed, and the practice of physicians has 
changed corroBpondingly. 

Dr. S. P. White exhibited a heart taken from a patient whose 
history he read, as drawn up by Dr. H. W. Brown, showing ossifica- 
tion of the mitral valve, a cartilnginous condition of the aortic valve, 
and general hypertrophy of the organ. 

Dr. Alex. Elder read a biographical memoir of the late Dr. James 
Cameron, a fellow of the Academy. 

Dr. T. F. Cock, Librarian, thought it important that the Academy 
should possess a copy of the Transactions of the National Medical Asso- 
ciation, and requested an appropriation for that purpose. He was 
empowered to procure a copy for the library. 

Dr. Post offered a resolution instructing the Committee on Public 
Health to memorialize the Common Council on the importance of re- 
sorting to more efficient measures for cleansing the streets of the city, 
which, after some debate, and resolutions to refer the subject to the 
Committee to report to the Academy at its next meeting, and also to 
refer it to a select committee, was lost. 

Dr. F. C. Stewart presented in behalf of Dr. LeRoy D'Etiolles, 
several copies of a paper on stricture, presented by that gentleman to 
the Academy of Medicine of Paris. 

The meeting was then adjourned. 



II. NEW YORK PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 

Extracts from the minutes of the regular meetings in April and May^ 
1852. By Charles M. Allin, M. D., Secretary. 

Dr. Van Baren presented a specimen of false joints, following a re- 
moval of the lower end of the radius, and, subsequently, of the lower 
end of the ulna. The first operation was performed two years ago. The 
patient was a female of scrofulous constitution, and disease of the carpus 
supervened. The specimen presented a well marked cavity between the 
extremity of the radius and the scaphoid bone, and another around the 
end of the ulna. These cavities were lined with a membrane, which 
Dr. Van Buren considered synovial. 

The same gentleman also exhibited a portion of the medulla spinalis 
of a patient who died of tetanus. There was no evidence of disease 
whatever. The pain usually experienced in these cases, was completely 
subdued by the use of an alcoholic solution of the extract of Cannabis 
Indica, 3j to ^j. Ten drops were first administered, and the dose in- 
creased by one drop every hour. , 

Dr. Van Buren then presented the urinary organs taken from a pa- 
tient who died of retention of urea, from interruption of the function of 
the kidney. The patient had had a stricture of the urethra for twelve 
years, which was neglected until about two years ago. At this time, a 
bougie, made of gutta percha, was introduced to dilate the stricture, and 
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separated into several fragments. Some pieees were extracted afe the 
time, and one was discharged at the end of a aionth ; bat the point of 
the instrament was never removed. Dr. Van Buren found him with 
impassable stricture, and performed perineal sectioa. A fistulous open- 
ing through the perineum remained, and the stricture contracted again. 
In the later stages of his disease, he complained of pain in the region of 
tbe kidney ; became anasarcous ; was obliged to pass urine about every 
half hour, and in small quantities (the urine containing pus) ; gradually 
became stupid, Mid exhibited all the symptoms of poi^joning by urea, till 
he died. On post mortem examination, the point of the bougie wad 
found lodged in the substance of the prostate gland. The walls of the 
bladder were much thickened, and there was, in spots, ulceration of its 
ittternfll surface. The ureters and pelves of the kidneys were largely 
dilated, and the kidneys themselves partly disorganized. 

An explanation was asked of the manner in which dilation of the 
pelves of the kidneys, and of the ureters, is produced by retention of 
fluid, in cases of old stricture of the urethra. 

Dr. McCready suggested, that the bladder being full, and contract- 
jog in attempts to urinate, the orifices of the ureters would be so pressed 
upon that no more urine could enter the bladder, and in consequence 
would collect in the ureters and pelves of the kidneys. 

Dr. Parker thought the muscular contraction of the bladder, when 
full, resisted by the stricture, would force backward the urine into the 
ureters. He had seen several cases in, which the valvular formation of 
the opening of the ureter had become so changed as to open almost di- 
rectly into the bladder. 

Dr. Metcalfe called to the recollection of the Society, a case formerly 
presented by him, in which there was great dilatation from the ureter 
opening into a carcinomatous mass. 

Dr. Van Buren related, in connection with this specimen, the case of 
a patient who died at Bellevue Hospital, the day before. On opening 
the abdomen, a large fluctuating tumor was found, occupying one side 
of the cavity. An opening was made into it, and a large quantity of 
gruel-like fluid escaped. The tumor, on examination, proved to be the 
kidney, made up of several small sacs, and containing a number of small 
calculi, one of which was eonoidal in form, and impacted in the opening 
of the ureter, at its renal extremity. The kidney of the opposite side 
was somewhat smaller than natural, and the bladder was small and 
thickened. The fluid was not examined. 

Dr. McCready presented a specimen of gangrene of the lung. The 
patient had been sick about a year, and during the whole period of the 
disease the breath was very fetid. The right hma was found consoli- 
dated, and containing several cavities, which cavities were entirely free 
from gangrenous odor. Recent gangrene was, however, found, entirely 
independent of the presence of tuberculous matter. 

Dr. Metcalfe thought the very general idea that gangrene of the 
lung is comparatively an acute disease, was not strictly correct. He had 
seen cases in which it was undoubtedly of long standing. 

Dr. Kelly presented a specimen of inflammation of the uterus, oc- 
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earring in a non-puerperal state. The woman had, however, ehancre 
and bubo. The uterus was adherent to the colon by reeent lymph, and 
the fallopian tubes were filled with pas. He exhibited the specimen as 
a rare one, inasmuch as patients seldom die of the disease. 

A specimen, sent to Dr. Van Buren by Dr. Schneider, of Gkorge* 
town, D. C, was exhibited, having been taken from an old negro womnn, 
who entered the Alms House at Greorgetown with pneumonia. This 
affection forced the patient to lie upon her back. After keeping this 
position for a few days, she began to complain of excessive pains in the 
abdomen. An examination here revealed the existence of a movable 
tumor, situated over the vertebral column. It was large, very hard, and 
could be rolled from one side of the vertebial column to the other. The 
patient died of the pneumonia. At the autopsy, the abdominal tumor 
was found to occupy the position of the uterus. It was covered with 
bone throughout its whole extent. Upon making a section of the tumor, 
it was found to contain the remains of hfostus. Upon investigating the 
history of this patient, it was ascertained that she was brought to bed, 
thirty-seven years before^ at term ; was in labor about a week, when the 
pains ceased and never recurred, bhe was confined to her bed during 
several months, but gradually resumed her duties as servant, and had 
since enjoyed very good health. 

Dr. Vah Buren considered the covering of bone to be wholly an ad- 
ventitious product, rather than a transformation of the body of the 
uterus, and this view was generally concurred in. 

Dr. J. R. Wood mentioned an operation performed, several years 
since, by Dr. A. H. Stevens, in which he removed the foetus, but left the 
bony cyst. The patient recovered. 



No. III. NEW YORK MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
ll^xtracts from the minutes, by Samuel A. Pubdy, M. D., Secretary, ^ 

Dr. J. Bolton read a account of a very interesting case of acute 
tuberculosis, in a girl eight years of age, which progressed to a fatal 
termination at the end of twelve days^ without cough or expectoration, 
and with an almost entire absence of physical signs.* 

Dr. Pond related an interesting case of spontaneous evolution. The 
labor came in rather prematurely; on the first examination made 
by D r. P., he could not feel the os uteri, and left the patient for three 
hours. Was sent for again, and could now feel the os, which was not 
much dilated — called again in a little while, and could then feel the 
membranes, and, with difficulty the child ; made out, after careful exa* 
mination, a hand presenting ; made preparation to brinff down the feet, 
but could not succeed in reaching them readily ; while manipulating, 
found the child rotating, and in a short time the breech came down^ 
and the child was expelled : it was still bom. Dr. Pond stated that this 
was the thirteenth case of arm presentation occurring in his practice. 

Dr. Batchelder, reported the case of a lady who, four months 
previous, had swallowed six artificial teeth set in a gold plate, 1^ inches 

* Published entire, under the head of Original Commanicatioos. 
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loD^, hj f in width. Being delayed in the oBSophagos^ a probang was 
used by her physician, and they advanced into the stomach, where they 
remained a month. The patient could feel them fixed near the pylorus, 
producing some irritation and* pain, for which leeches were applied. 
Nausea and vomiting were troublesome at this time : the teeth then pro- 
gressed as far as the coecum, where they remained a fortnight; leeches 
where applied, and oil was given ; and at the expiration of six weeks they 
were evacuated. Nitro-rauriatic acid had been freely given. The two 
hooks which fastened the plate at its extremities had disappeared, but 
the plate iiself was smooth and bright. Some of the teeth were loosen- 
ed, and one was lost. The plate was exhibited to the members of the 
Association, and excited much interest. 

Dr. Foster related a case of sudden exhaustion after labor. The 
lady was 20 years of age, second child, the labor in its first stages 
rather slow, when toward the last the child was rather suddenly expel- 
led ; the placenta came away naturally : no hemorrhage. Placing the 
band on the abdomen, he found the uterus contracted ; had passed the 
bandage under her, when suddenly she gasped. On examining the 
pulse, it could qot be felt ; she ceased to breathe, and he thought her dead ; 
however, ga«^e stimulants to her freely. Eight minutes passed before 
any signs of life were seen. She was with difficulty resuscitated. There 
was no hemorrhage externally or internally : no clots passed away from 
the vagina. 

Letters on Syphilis, No. 9 — By M. Ph. Ricord. Translated from the 
French, by W. P. Lattimore, M. D., for the Med. Times. 

My Dear Friend :—l wish, to-day, to terminate the subject of 
blenorrhagia by a few words in regard to its treatment. You will 
understand that in these letters details are tiresome and useless. I 
confine myself to the generalities of all questions the development of 
which will form the subject of a special and extended treatise, which 
I trust, hereafter, to be able to offer to my confreres. Here, I touch 
upon all the doctrines of the Hdpital du Midi, and I will close the 
subject of blenorrhagia by some considerations in regard to the treat- 
ment of this disease. 

In seeing with what persistance certain syphilographers retain the 
old ideas concerning blenorrhagia, admitting only those which are 
virulent, it would seem that they ought not to see any discharge with- 
out immediately prescribing a mercurial treatment. Well ! it is not so. 
The greatest number are contented with a rational treatment, and among 
these you may rank M. Vidal, who does no more than I, and perhaps 
even less ; for in what he has written upon blenorrhagia, nowhere estab- 
lishing an absolute differential diagnosis between virulent and benign 
blenorrhagia, he in nowise speaks of the antisyphilitic treatment prop- 
erly so called. See M. Vidal's Traite de Fathologie Exteme, and you 
will be as astonished as myself, that with his ideas in regard to the 
virulence of blenonhagia in general, his treatment should be so benign. 
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I have already alluded to the astonishing and ridiculous custom of 
thoBe who give copaiba and cubebs for the blenorrhagias of the un- 
married, and who reserve mercury for those about to marry. This 
system of therapeutics, with a double end, reminds me of the history 
of one of my old colleagues of the Hdpital du Midi. Like many 
another, he had, in his youth, contracted blenorrhagias. Subse- 
quently, being about to espouse the daughter of an old syphilograph 
imbued with the doctrine of the precautionary treatment, he could 
obtain the hand of his intended only on condition of a long continued 
treatment by the liquor of Van Swieten. The treatment being fin- 
ished, the marriage was consummated. All who were intimate with 
this colleague, and even those who attended his cliniques, have heard 
his frequent and bitter recriminations against this treatment of betrothal. 
Besides, this treatment was useless in the case of our colleague ; for he 
retained an habitual discharge from the urethra, a last and peremptory 
argument which he was accustomed to present to those whom he 
could not rid of a similar inconvenience. 

Others, apparently more logical, in admitting the virulent blenor- 
rhagia, and nevertheless confessing that they cannot distinguish it from 
that which is benign, give, at all hazards, the mercurial treatment. 
Hunter is of this number ; and there can be nothing more curious than 
his manner of reasoning upon the treatment of Blenorrhagia. If Hun- 
ter had no other claims to the gratitude and admiration of the learned, 
his writings would not have come down to us ; and M. Richelot, your 
learned and modest co-laborer and friend, would not have endowed 
France with his fine translation of the works of the great English 
physiologist. Listen to Hunter; it is not useless to read the following 
passage : 

•* Whatever may be the method adopted for the treatment of 
gonorrhea, either local or internal, this fact must never be lost sight of, 
that a certain quantity of the matter of the discharge may be absorbed, 
and show itself afterwards under the form of constitutional syphilis. 
To prevent this effect, I think small doses of mercury should be given 
internally. It is not easy to determine at what epoch this mercurial 
treatment should commence ; but if it is true, as I have heretofore ex- 
plained, that the syphilitic disposition once formed cannot be cured by 
mercury, whilst this therapeutic agent has the faculty of preventing the 
formation of such a disposition, it is important to commence early and 
to continue up to the end of the disease, not only until the secretion of 
pus may have ceased, but even some time afterwards. When the 
stomach and intestines cannot support the medicament, mercurial fric- 
tions may be employed. 

*' This practice is the more necessary the longer the discharge has 
lasted, particularly when the treatment has consisted only of evacuants. 
In fact, when the discharge has a long duration, absorption has more 
time to take place ; and when evacuants alone are resorted to, there 
are more reasons to fear the occurrence of this, for these medicaments 
have in no wise the faculty of repelling the virus from the economy. 

" In order to prevent the establishment of a constitutional syphilis 
as a result of the venereal pus, it is sufficient to prescribe one grain of 
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calcined mercury each evening, or evening and morning ; but the em- 
ployment of it must be continued in proportion to the duration of 
the diseHse. 

" The Buccesa of this practice can never be verified in any individual 
case; because it is impossible to say if the pus has been absorbed, ex- 
cept in those cases where bubos have formed ; and whenever there 
remains any uncertainty ree;arding the reality of the virulent absorp- 
tion, it is impossible to affirm that a constitutional syphilis will be 
manifested, if no mercury has been given ; for, among the patients 
who have not taken mercury, we see but few who are affected with 
constitutional symptoms consecutive to gonorrhea. However it may 
be, it is prudent to prescribe a mercurial treatment ; for it may, with 
reason, be admitted that thus the establishment of a constitutional 
syphilis may often be prevented, as happens when it is given to 
patients affected with chancres or bubos, which, without this treatment, 
would certainly determine a general infection, as experience has de- 
monstrated." 

I ask your pardon for this long quotation, which you know, is not 
habitual with me ; but this one appeared to me the more necessary, as 
this doctrine yet serves as the basis for the arguments and for the prac- 
tice of a large number of syphilographs. 

Must I first call attention to the manner in which Hunter admits the 
constitutional infection from blenorrhagia ? It is not the part actually 
diseased which infects, it is the secreted pus! Hunter, evidently, had 
not reflected upon this singular mode of infection, and those who have 
followed him seem to have done so no more thnn he. 

It is true that this doctrine has been strangely reviewed and aug- 
mented. Thus, you will find in the writings of a modern sypbilograph, 
that in blenorrhagia the infection does not occur by the portion of the 
mucous membrane which is diseased, hut by that portion of it in the 
neighborhood which remains healthy, this alone having the faculty of ab- 
sorbing the virulent muco-pus ; i^ hence it would be necessary, my dear 
friend, to draw this bizarre conclusion, that if the whole length of the 
urethra were diseased, the consecutive infection need never be feared. 

The mucous envelopes of Hufeland are also an emanation from the 
Hunterian doctrine. You know that this author asserts that if blenor- 
rhagia does not oftener infect, it is because the pus is enveloped in little 
mucous envelopes, whence it is not always at liberty to escape. 

Let us return to Hunter, and we will be painfully surprised at seeing 
this great mind attempting to prevent the infection by a mercurial 
treatment, asserting that the longer the disease has lasted, the greater are 
the chances of infection, and consequently the more is it necessary to 
give meicury ; not seeing in fact that if the mercury can only act so as 
to prevent the infection, its administration would be useless after a long 
duration of the blenorrhagia, since the infection would be already establish- 
ed and the mercury have no fririher influence over it ; we will be astonished 
that, in spite of his incertitude regHrding the action of mercury against 
the infection, he asserts in so absolute a manner its efficaciousness in 
doses 60 rigorously and so mathematically determined ; — we will remain 
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confouDded at meeting in the passage cited, only a tissue of bad sense 
and contradictions. Ihe mercurial treatment most usually excites blen- 
orrhagic discbarges ; and Hunter would continue it up to the complete 
cessation of sll secretion ! How many patients, in whom the discharge 
does not dry up, would thus be condemned to a perpetual mercurial treat- 
men ! The colleague of whom I have just spoken was literally gorged 
with mercury. What would hnve become, under the weight of a treat- 
ment so prolonged, of an old officer, whom I treated, who contracted 
a blenorrhagia at the peace of Amiens, and who still preserved it in 
1845, that is to say, for more than forty years ? 

All this doctrine of Hunter is deplorable nonsense. Allow me the 
pleasure of putting in evidence this singular confession ; '* the success of 
this practice can never be verified ;" and this still more singular ; ** we 
see few patients who are affected with constitutional symptoms consecu- 
tive to a gonorrhea." Is not the whole question, my dear friend, reduced 
to this ; that mercury b useful only in the small number of cases in 
which the blenorrhagia is due to urethral chancre 1 

Thus every thing, even error itself, confirms the accuracy and the 
truth of the doctrine of the Hdpital du Midi, 

Finally, the treatment of blenorrhagia leads us into the presence of 
the theory of the golden mean. M. Lagneau, who regards blenorrhagia 
as a light form of syphilis, recommends for it a demi- treatment. Here 
we see peeping out the demi- virus, the demi-virulehce of our confrere 
of Lyons, M. Baum^s. 

Demi- treatment ! light syphilis ! Alas ! my dear friend, there 18 
nothing light in regard to the pox, unless it be certain opinions of very 
grave men. 

Either syphilis exists, or it does not exist. If there be a pox, a com- 
plete treatment is necessary, — as complete as possible ; it is necessary 
to use all the guarantees which a rigorous and methodical treatment can 
furnish. If there be no pox, mon Dieu ! to what end an anti-syphilitic 
treatment ? 

How must simple, benign blenorrhagia be treated t I again repeat 
that I here confine myself to generalities. First, one word in regard to 
the abortive treatment. 

You know all that has been said in regard to repercussion, in regard 
to the wolf in the sheep-fdd ; you know all the apprehensions which 
have been manifested in regard to the metastases and peregrinations of 
the virus in the economy, occasioned by the abortive treatment of blen- 
orrhagia. This doctrine has always astonished me, in view of the facts 
which every day are presented in crowds to observation. 

First, it is incontestable that most of the accidents to which blenor- 
rhagia may give rise, are almost never manifested before the end of the 
first week ; it is at the close of the second, and more usually later still, 
that these accidents supervene. 

On the other hand (and those who frequent the Hdpital du Midi 
know this very well), the greatest number of these accidents are mani- 
fested only in those who have either made no treatment at all or only 
an insignificant one. Do you wbh me to give you a singular proof of 
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this ? Here, my dear frienH, allow me to say incidentally that I profess 
a great deference for medical statistics, that precious instrument which, 
managed as it has been by the skillful hand of M. Louis, has rendered 
such incontestable service to our science. But M. Louis is the first to 
recognize and to prochim that nothing is more difficult, nothing is more 
delicate, than medical statistics ; there is nothing which, by perversion, 
or by vicious application, can lead to greatei* deceptions, to more deplo- 
rable errors. This profession of faith being made, what I am about to 
say, relative to the causes of the accidents produced by blenorrhagia, 
cannot, I trust, be considered as an attack against statistics, or as a 
scoffing at this precious means of research. 

I remarked that the abortive treatment of blenorrhagia was very in- 
nocent of the accidents which might be manifested during the course of 
the disease. Do you know, in fact, what statistics, ridiculously inter- 
preted, would teach in regard to this ? That the most frequent antece- 
dent of epididymitis is flax-seed tea. On this point, I possess an enor- 
mous array of figures ; and the students who follow my clinique always 
await with a hilarious impatience this terminal question, which I never 
fail to put to the patient aflfected with epididymitis : but have you taken 
flax-seed tea ? The response is inevitably affirmative. 

What must we conclude from these figures and these facts ? Evi- 
dently that epididymitis, like the other accidents of blenorrhagia, is 
neither a repercussion, nor a metastasis, nor any of those chimeras by 
which some have sought to prevent an abortive treatment of blenor- 
rhagia. 

I am firmly convinced, from my observation and from my long ex- 
perience, that a blenorrhagia arrested during the first days of its exis- 
tence, far from being followed by untoward accidents, will, on the con- 
trary, hinder their manifestation. The abortive treatment is, at the same 
time, the prophylactic treatment of the consecutive accidents. Conse- 
quently, I have adopted in practice the abortive treatment, applied from 
the first moment of the appearance of the blenorrhagia. This is a point 
of doctrine upon which I cannot too much insist. The beginning of a 
blenorrhagia is known ; its termination and its consequences are always 
uncertain. It is, then, of immense interest to the patient that he be de- 
harassed of his discharge at the earliest possible moment. 

In spite of an old prejudice for which the practice of Bell has been 
the pretext, I hold, my dear friend, that injections, which constitute 
one of the most important parts of the abortive treatment, far from 
producing strictures of the urethra, os some have said and as some 
still repeat, are the best prophylactic treatment of these strictures. It 
may be asserted, that the sooner a discharge be arrested the less 
danger will there be to fear organic alterations of the urethra ; these 
are, as for all other mucous membranes, the consequence of^ the dura- 
tion of the inflannmation. I am well aware that here again statistics 
have been invoked, and that pretty numerous cases have been exhib- 
ited in which the strictures were manifested after the use of injections. 
But this case is a little like the flax-seed tea in epididymitis ; because 
injections are found among the antecedents of strictures, we must not 
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ccmclade that they have any connection with the casualty ; analyze 
these cases carefully, and you will see that they refer to blenorrhagias 
of a very long duration, which resisted every thing, even injections ; it 
is precisely because the injections did not cure the inflammation, that 
the stricture supervened. This does not necessitate their unskillful or 
untimely employment. 

I am not willing, my dear friend, to terminate this letter without 
saying a word of the prize just offered by my honorable confrere and 
friend, M. Diday, of Lyons. You know that he offers a sum of 300 
fr. to whomsoever will produce ten observations of simple blenor- 
rbagia which have produced constitutional syphilis. This idea is good ; 
but do you think it sufficiently generous ? Thirty francs for each 
observation, so difficult to meet with ! is it really enough ? For my part, 
I consider priceless a single fact of syphilis having supervened without 
syphilitic cause ; therefore I shall offer no prize on this point. Let my 
learned and spirituel friend allow me to say to him that he would 
have compromised neither his present nor his future fortune, had he 
centripled the value of the observations he seeks. 

Yours, RICORD. 



fomsjinntert. 



Editor of the New York Medical Times. 

Dear Sir, — The following is a copy of the memorial submitted to 
our legislature last winter, from the physicians and surgeons of the 
New York and Bellevue Hospitals, embodying the draught of a law 
identical in spirit, and almost the same in words, as that embraced in 
the memorial from the New York Academy of Medicine, which had 
been sent to the legislature only a few days previous to this. 

It may hereafter be of importance to have this memorial on record. 
Even at the present time it may be of use for the special edification of 
those members ,of our State Medical Society who, under the most fla- 
grant misrepresentations, were induced, last winter before seeing it, to 
pass their vote of disapproval against it, and thus to interpose the voice 
of their Society between the memorialists and the legislature. 

From private sources worthy of all confidence, I learn that this 
vote of disapproval was brought about by certain gentlemen connected 
with the colleges, who " had every thing their own way," and who 
" made it appear that the proposed law would lead to the establish- 
ment of a medical college in every county almshouse in the State." It 
was introduced and passed, without discussion, just as the Society was 
about to adjourn, during a thin attendance, and in the absence of nearly 
the whole of the city delegates. 

Now, if an association claiming to represent the medical profession 
in this State, can be thus led, hoodwinked, to stultify themselves, and 
2 
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vote against a measure which has never beeu submitted to them, and 
the beariugs of which they have never had the opportutiity of examin- 
ing, it is quite time for us to inquire into the authority under which 
they do such things, and to ask who gave them this authority. 

There may have been a time when our State Society was the organ 
of the profession in the State ; but, whatever it may have formerly 
been, such it is now no longer. The woolen stockings of Marcus 
Scriblerius, as you perhaps remember, Mr. Editor, were, by repeated 
darning, at last converted into silk. So it is with this Society, which 
was originally composed of county representatives, but which, by this 
darning process, that is to say, by the repeated incorporation of per- 
manent members, has long since been converted into a sort of private 
junti). Thus, out of the fifty-nine counties of the State, it is now 
usually attended by about fifteen or sixteen county representatives, and, 
as at the last meeting, by not fewer than twenty-two of these active per- 
manent members, the number of which is annually increasing, and 
some of whom are Periodeuti, or wandering teachers, and not even 
residents of the State ; and to these are to be added the representatives 
from the colleges, " who have every thing their own way," and who 
swell the balance of votes against the county representatives to some- 
thing like two to one. 

I have ^nothing, Mr. Editor, to urge at present against the conver- 
sion of woolen stockings into silk. But I have something to say against 
the assumption of authority on the part of this metamorphosed associa- 
tion, which undertakes to dictate to the legislature in the name of our 
profession at large ; which has usurped the functions and appropriated 
the name of a society no longer in existence ; which hangs like a para- 
site upon the skirts of our legislative body, looking only after the pecu- 
liar interests of its own influential members, and foisting its trashy 
papers, as important medical documents, upon the credulity of the 
legislature, to be printed and circulated at the public expense. 

Hoping, then, that the following memorial may be of use in enlight- 
ening some of the bedizzened individuals who voted against it, I 
remain, with becoming respect. 

Yours, &c., 

JNO. WATSON. 
New York, May 24, 1852. 

To the HanorahUf the Senate and Assemhlf/, of the State of N. Yor^, 
The Memorial of the undersigned. Physicians and Surgeons of the 
Public Hospitals in the City of New York, and others, most respect- 
fully showeth : That the system of medical teaching in this State, is 
defective and insufficient ; that practical instruction in medicine is not 
regularly enjoined ; that our medical colleges, while striving to excel 
each other, or to surpass those of other States, in the size of their 
classes and number of their graduates, are powerless for the correction 
of their defective mode of teaching; and that for the establishment of 
a better system, or one at all commensurate with the necessities of the 
public^ there is need of further legislative action. 
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Medioioe and Surgery have their scieadfic principles, which maj 
be studied in the abstract, and acquired from books, or from oral teach- 
ing ; but, as useful arts they have also their practical details which 
are not to be thus acquired; and whoever would apply these arts for the 
public good, should have enjoyed, in the course of his education, snffi-^ 
cieot opportunity for the exercise of his own faculties, and for testing 
the principles of his profession by observation and experience. 

But these truths, however evident as independent propositions^ 
have never yet been sufficiently enforced in the schools of this State. 
The abstract mode of teaching, which has long been abandoned in other 
enlightened countries, but which was in vogue, especially at Edin- 
burgh and Ley den, about a century ago, is that which was originally 
adopted by the schools of thia country, and which, with trifling rcodifl* 
cations, has continued to prevail liere up to the present day. 

In support of this remark, it is perhaps, sufficient to say, that in the 
whole of the United States, there is not a single college having at its 
own disposal sufficient facilities for a thorough course of practical ed* 
ucation in medicine ; and that in our own State, there is not a single 
school, while in other sections of the country there are oply three or 
four, at which the pupil is required to have attended to hospital prac^ 
tice, or to have examined, or witnessed, so much as a solitary instance 
of disease, before receiving his degree. 

The circumstances which led to this defective system here, while it 
still prevailed in Europe, can be readily understood } but those which 
have given it permanence, are somewhat more obscure. A thorough 
exposition of these would require full insight into the policy, privileges, 
local influences, and special interests, of our individual institutions ; a 
task which it is not our present business to undertake. It is sufficient 
for our purpose, to know that our system of instruction is defective, and 
baa given rise to numerous and serious evils, both to our profession 
and the public. It is true, that a certain portion of our pupils, impel- 
led by a laudable desire for improvement, voluntarily resort to the hos* 
pitals of our cities, or to the schools of Europe, for the advantages of 
practical education. These, however, are but exceptional instances, 
the great majority of young men who are preparing for the profession 
are not sufficiently impressed with the importance of practical acquire- 
ments ; they attend the schools simply for obtaining a degree ; they re^ 
sort to no other institutions for instruction ; and have consequently, to 
learn the most important part of their profession under the sanction of 
a diploma, through various mishaps upon the health and life of such 
members of the community as may confide in them. 

The easy requisitions for graduation at many of our schools, have 
the further ill effect of enticing crowds of young men from other use- 
ful occupations, who, after receiving their diploma, too often fail by le- 
gitimate means to win the confidence of the public, and who, in the 
end are obliged to resort to unworthy expedients for support. The 
humble estimate usually placed upon these imperfectly educated prac* 
titioners is also attended with the additional evil of multiplying and 
encouraging unprincipled imposters, and hosts of ignorant adventurers 
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of every sort, who, under the guise of some popular or specious system 
of practice, now overspread the land to an extent perhaps never before 
equaled. 

These, and other evils, are traceable to a general policy, rather than 
to incidental defects in the organization or managenoent of individual 
institutions. It is but justice to observe, that in our own State, within 
the past few years, efibrts had been made by the most influential of 
our schools, to mitigate these evils, — by an extension of the lecture- 
term, by the establishment of additional professorships, by a stricter 
inquiry than formerly into the character and qualifications of their 
graduating classes, as well as by the institution of college dispensaries. 
But the example of a few leading schools is not sufficient to obviate a 
wide-spread and inveterate system of short-coming on the part of 
others ; and notwithstanding these commendable efforts, the course of 
instruction in the institutions which have resorted to them, is still by 
far too abstract and scholastic. Practical education, in the proper ac- 
ceptation of the term, has never yet been furnished by them ; nor are 
they ever likely to supply this, otherwise than by an associated course 
in connection with some of the public hospitals already established, or 
by the establishment of proper infirmaries of their own. 

The physicians and surgeons of our large hospitals, who have 
hitherto been in the habit of furnishing gratuitous instruction to such 
pupils as have voluntarily resorted to them, and who have always at 
their disposal abundant facilities for practical teaching, have, in the 
city of New York> within the past year, used their best exertions to 
associate themselves with the colleges in a united course of scholastic 
and clinical instruction. Clinical teaching at the hospitals has always 
been an object of interest with the schools of this city. They are pre- 
pared, as heretofore, to recommend it to their classes ; but not to 
make it obligatory ; nor to enter into any arrangement with the phy^ 
sicians and surgeons of the hospitals, by which such of these as may 
be engaged in imparting clinical instruction may receive a reasonable 
remuneration for their services. 

Now, if practical education in medicine is among the essential re- 
quirements of the age, those who have the means of imparting this, 
ehould also have the privilege of doing so, to the best advantage, on 
their own account. - The voice of the whole profession in this country, 
as frequently expressed in our State and National Associations, has 
been long and loud in favor of urging hospital attendance on every 
medical student ; of establishing schools capable of supplying this ; and 
of placing the course of study, within these schools, on a level with 
that of the best conducted medical institutions of other countries. 

But in other countries, now for more than half a century, the teach- 
ing of medicine has been concentrated in, or intimately connected with, 
hospital schools. In Great Britain, France, Prussia, Austria, Italy, 
and other European nations, it is almost as much the duty of those who 
have the management of public hospitals, to provide for practical 
teaching, as to provide for the comfort and well being of the sick. 
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In our own country, among other important considerations leading 
to the establishment of our first hospitals, was that of fumishin^r opportu- 
nities for practical instruction. Such were especially the views of the 
faunden of the New York Hospital ; an institution which originated 
with the faculty of our earliest medical school. Until within the past 
ten years, the New York Hospital, as is well known, was the daily re- 
sort of young men anxious to receive instruction. But the effort dl 
our colleges, of late years, to establish clinical teaching independent 
of the hospitals, without having succeeded, has gradually estranged the 
students from this institution ; and at the present day, with hundreds 
•of young men in attendance at the schools, it is almost entirely forsa- 
ken by them. 

So long, then, as hospital attendance is not a requirement of the 
colleges to which every student must resort for obtaining his diploma ; 
so long as the hospital physicians and surgeons are expected to devote 
their time and talents to the business of instruction, as well as to attend- 
ance upon the sick, without the slightest hope of remuneration for 
either service ; and so long as students of medicine can be reconciled 
to the belief that they are receiving practical education by witnessing 
die dispensary exhibitions which our National Medical Association has 
pronounced to be insufficient,* and which the ablest English Review 
has emphatically condemned, as '* a wretched substitute for clinical in- 
struction,'' t just so long must the invaluable resources of our great hos- 
pitals be held in abeyance, and the members of the profession connected 
with them, to whom the pupil should be allowed to look for better 
things, remain in a false position before the public. 

From what has now been shown, it is evident that our collegiate 
«ystem of medical education is imperfect ; and in need of speedy 
remedy. The remedy by the action of colleges alone, we know from 
past experience, is not at hand. We must look for some better 
course. 

Now, in order to obtain this, the most efficient, perhaps the only 
means as yet apparent, is by the organization of practical schools in 
connection with our great hospitals. 

Every disinterested and observing member of the medical profes- 
sion in this country, is aware of the want of such schools. The ques- 
tion of practical teaching, which has of late years been so warmly 
discussed in our various State and National Associations, has mainly 
-turned on the means of rendering hospital instruction available, and 
•the eyes of the whole profession are, at the present moment, turned to 
the physicians and surgeons of our hospitals, to solve this important 
problem. 

Hospital schools, we may repeat, are the great schools of other 
countries ; and through them the physicians and surgeons in attend- 
4ince upon the sick are indirectly rewarded for this service. The es- 
tablishment of such schools in connection with our hospitals, and in 

* See Transactions of the American Medical Association, for 1849. 
f British and Foreign Medico Chirurgical Review, Oct, 1350. 
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accordance with the political institutions of our own people, would be 
an advantage to the community. Under proper regulations they could 
not fail to advance the cause of education and of science ; and to favor 
the more careful investigation of disease, as well as to promote the 
comfort and expedite the cure of the sick. 

Convinced of the propriety of the foregoing observations, and of 
the necessity for a thorough change in our whele system of medical 
education, the undersigned are induced to invite the attention of the 
Honorable, the Legislature, to the important subject, and to submit 
he following Petition, namely : 

For the enactment of a Genercd Law for ettablishing medical schoch 
in connection with tJte public hospitals in the State of New Yorky — to 
the following effect, to wit : 

I. That the Governors, Directors, Managers, or Trustees of every 
public hospital or infirmary in the State of New York, usually mainlain. 
mg ttnthin its walls, under medical or surgical treatment, a hundred sick 
persons or more, be permitted, and if said hospital be supplied in 
whole or in part by the public bounty that the said Governors, 
Directors, Managers, or Trustees be required, to furnish to students of 
medicine opportunities for the practical study of their profession to 
such extent, and under such regulai ions, as may enable the said students 
to obtain a competent knowledge of the nature and treatment of disease, 
without, at the same time, interfering with the safety, comfort, or 
proper management of the sick. 

II. That the Governors, Directors, Managers, or Trustees of each of 
the said hospitals, be required to organize a school of medicine under 
their own immediate supervision, whenever they may be informed of the 
necessity of such a school, by resolution of the State Medical Society, or 
of the County Medical Society, or other incorporated medical society of 
the county in which such hospital is situated. 

III. That the said Governors, Directors, Managers, or Trustees, be 
authorized, and if necessary, required, to appoint the professors in their 
respective schools, to institute a thorough course of medical education 
therein, to inquire into the qualifications of students, and to grant the 
decree of Doctor of Medicine to such applicants as may on sufficient 
evidence, be deemed worthy of it : provided always, that tlie said degree 
be granted only to individuals of good moral character, who have reached 
the age of 21 years or upwards, whose education preparatory to the study 
of medicine is equal to that usually imparted at the best regulated lit- 
erary academies of this State, who have prosecuted the study of medi- 
cine under the guidance of their respective medical preceptors, for not 
less than three years, and who have devoted one year to hospital attend- 
ance. 

And provided further, that every student^ before receiving his d^ree^ 
undergo a public examination, and be adjudged qualified for the practioe 
0f his profession, by a commission of six examines, to be appointed 
by the said Governors, Directors, Managers or Trustees ; and a delega- 
tion of six examiners from the County Medical Society, or other incorpo- 
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rated medieal society of the county id vhich the said school k situated ; 
the said delegation to consist of one exanainer in anatomy and physio- 
logy ; one examiner in surgery ; one examiner in the theory and practice 
of medicine ; one examiner in midwifery, and the diseases of women 
and children ; one examiner in materia medica, pharmacy, and therapeu- 
tics ; and one examiner in chemistry and medical jurisprudence. 

Without further argument in favor of the enactment of such a general 
law as is here proposed, it may» nevertheless, be proper to remark, that 
the combined system of practical and scholastic teaching contemplated 
by this law, and to which it must give rise, is essentially the same as that 
which has long been in successful operation in Great Britain, and other 
parts of Europe ; and that it differs from the system of the European 
schools only as far as to accommodate it to the requirements of the age, 
and the spirit of our own domestic institutions. It is therefore, no untried 
project of doubtful expediency ; and in comparison with the system still 
prevailing here, its advantages for sound and sufficient practical teaching, 
as well as for encouraging research into the most recondite departments 
of medical science, are beyond all estimation. 

All which is respectf ally submitted. 

New York, January 31st, 1852. 

fiiitorial. 



We publish in this number a copy of the Memorial submitted to the legis- 
latare of our State, during its session last winter, by the Physicians and Sur- 
geons of New York and Bellevue hospitals, with a petition for the enactment 
of a general law for establishing medical schools in connection with the piiblic 
hospitals in the State of New York, together with a letter from Dr. Watson on 
the subject ; believing as Dr. W. remarks, that it may be of importance here- 
after to have it on record. The petition, as is known, was placed in the hands 
of a committee, who have not yet reported upon it. As to the unfavorable 
influence exerted by the Medical Society of our State upon its reception by 
the legislature, we know nothing; nor are we prepared to indorse Or. Ws. 
remarks respecting that Society and its proceedings. We insert the letter 
however, with the memorial, to give the subject the chance of a hearing by the 
profession, believing that if it finds favor with the majority, the plan will event- 
ually succeed; at any rate, regarding the subject prega-dut with such impor- 
tant changes as to entitle it to the benefit of a free discussion, and of the fall 
interchange of opinion. 

We are glad to see that the profession in Ohio is alive to the subject of 
reform in our ranks. At the annual meeting of its State Medical Society, held 
on Ist June, an able report from tfte pen of Dr. Buekner, of Cincinnati, upon 
the subject of guarding the community from the evils of quackery, arising from 
the multiplicity of half educated doctors, was a prominent topic of discussion. 

The report recommends the appointment of examiners in each county, to 
examine every young man proposing to enter the profession; and unless ihe 
applicant passes a satisfactory examination, no member of the State Society 
shall receive him as a student. The report, after eliciting considerable discus- 
sion, was adopted by a large majority. 
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The Board of Trustees of the Mannon Square Female Seminary^ at 
Poughkeepsie, propose to establish an O&thofosdic Department inoonoection 
with its literary coarse; and the President of the Board, W. P. Gibbons, M. D., 
who is to have the immediate supervision of the establishment, has recently 
visited this city and Philadelphia for the purpose of conversing with some of 
the leading members of the profession in these places on the subject. The 
principal object of the Institution will be to introduce a system of mental in- 
struction in eonnpction with the medical and surgical treatment of patients 
laboring under spinal affections. It is proposed to impart the instruction 
through the medium of lectures on the various subjects connected with an 
intellectual education. The plan is especially intended for Uie treatment of 
spinal curvatures in their incipient stages, most of which cases are curable if 
taken in time. Th» means used are to be gymnastic exercises, and the use of 
various kinds of apparatus constructed upon the most approved principles. 
The Seminary has already been esrabltshed thirteen years, and the Trustees 
possess ample means for carrying their plan into execution. The academy 
buildings are spacious, and are situated on a plot of three acres of grouno, 
about half a mile from the Hudson river; and, hence, ofier the requisite advan- 
tages of beauty of scenery and purity of air, both so essential in matters of 
hygiene. We understand that there is no establishment of a similar kind in 
our country, and we cannot but hope that it will meet with encouragement, 
and the undertaking prove successful. It comes to us with the sanction of 
the leading physicians of Poughkeepsie, who state that they believe it will be 
conducted in a manner that will prove entirely satisfactory, both to the med- 
ical profession and to the patrons of the Academy. The impression left on 
our minds by a recent interview with Dr. Gibbons, was favorable to the plan; 
and we believe it worthy of the confidence of the profes>ion : we understand 
that it was also favorably received by our Philadelphia brethren. 



STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

We issue our present number a few days before the regular time, and im- 
prove the opportunity thus afforded, of again directing attention to the semi- 
annual meeting of the State Medical Society ,'to be held in this city on the last 
Tuesday (29th) of June, at the College of Physicians and Surgeons, in Crosby 
street, the session to commence at 11, A. M. We are requested, in behalf of 
the President and officers of the Society, to invite the profession to attend the 
meeting, and to take part in the exercises and discussions. Papers are expect- 
ed from several of our physicians. 
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A Treatise an the Practice of Medicine, — Br Geobgb B. Wood, M. D., Pro- 
fessor of Theory and Practice of Medicine, in University of Pennsylvania, 
&c., &c. Third Edition, 2 vols., 1852, Philadelphia. Juppineott, Grambo, 
& Co. (pp. 847, and 863.) 

The distinguished ability with which Dr. Wood so long filled the chair of 
Materia Medica in the University of Pennsylvania, and the celebrity which 
he has acquired, as one of the authors of the united States Dispensatory in the 
profession, among whose members this work has been so long a safe and conve- 
nient guide, pointed him out as particularly qualified to extend his usefulness 
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by a work on the practice of Medicine ; and the first edition of his work, which 
appeared only five years since, was received throughout our country with friend- 
ly greetings. The anticipations of its success have been fully verified by the fact 
that this edition was exhausted in about two years, and a second of twice the 
size has only supplied the demand for two years more ; so that at the end of 
the brief period of five years, a third edition is reached. We are glad of this, 
for the two-fold reason, that so much sound inatruction has been so extensive- 
ly circulated, and for the proof it affords that American works will be pa- 
tronized, if found worthy. We might naturally expect that a practitioner of 
more than thirty years standing, in a large city affording so many opportuni- 
ties for observation and research, with an active and inquiring mind, and 
habits of industry well established, and so con3tant}y exhibited by their fruits, 
and who had been engaged for so many years in communicating instruction 
to others, would produce a work which should not only contain the results of 
hia own long and valuable experience, but prove also a full exponent of the 
state of medical science up to the latest date ; and of such a character is the 
treatise now presented to us. 

Dr. Wood has revised the present edition of his work with great care, 
and made changes to adapt it to the present state of medical knowledge; 
although, in its essential features, it remains the same. Among the additions, 
are notices of the relapsing fever of Dr. Jenner, of the leucocythemia of Prof. 
Bennett, the dengue, and certain cutaneous affections, as trichosis, lupus and 
pellagra, none of which are mentioned in the former editions. Modifications 
have also been introduced of the articles on inflammation, fatty degeneration, 
carcinoma, epidemic cholera, the treatment of phthisis, the nature of hemor- 
rhage, Bright's disease, d&e. The results of late microscopic researches, and 
their bearing upon pathology, are introduced under their appropriate heads. 

Under the head of the treatment of phthisis. Dr. W. has introduced cod 
liver oil, an article which the experience of the author in its use, previously to 
the last edition of his work, had not led him to regard with sufficient favor 
to entitle it to a favorable notice, but which he now considers as more efficient 
than all the medicines or combinations of them used in this disease. He says 
that ** for the last three years, he has used it in nearly every case of phthisis 
which has come under his notice, either in private or hospital practice, and 
almost always, when it could be retained on the stomach, with either tempo- 
rary or lasting benefit." He says, ** in the worst cases, and most advanced 
stages, it usually improves the condition of the patient, renders him more 
comfortable, and postpones the fatal issue. Under less desperate circumstan- 
ces, it often arrests for a time the march of the disease, giving hopes even of 
nltimate recovery ; and, in some few instances, these hopes are justified by 
the result, so far as time has hitherto enabled us to judge." Dr. W. gives 
the following summing up of the " real value of the remedy,"' which coincides 
entirely with our views of the matter. He says, *' it does not act as a speci- 
fic, and is wholly incapable of producing, by any direct influence of its own, 
the removal of the deposited tuberculous matter ; but it invigorates digestion, 
improves the character of the blood, and by a peculiar power modines the 
niitritiye process so as to obviate, in a greater or less degree, the tendency to 
the depoftittoc of tuberculous matter. When this tendency is not very strong, 
and other suitable measures are made to cooperate with the oil, it appears ca- 
pable of arresting the further formation of tubercles altogether. But the 
matter deposited must pass through its own destined changes, &c." 

Dr. W. thinks that the recent diminution of the general mortality from 
phthisis in the city of Philadelphia, as shown by statistical reports (ab- 
stracts of which he gives in a note), can be asc ibed to no other known cause 
than the general use ef ood-Uver oaL He adds, very properly, a caution 
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againBt the error of relying opon ibis relief to the neglect of other means 
of invigoratixig the system, into which he fully enters in the approprialie 
places. 

Dr. Wood acknowledges his indebtedness to the journals^ the examination 
of which he has kept ap with great assiduity ; and from the rich mine of in- 
formation which they contain, much of which by the way is too often left un- 
improved by the profession, he has drawn freely, and worked up into current 
coin. With this union of the advantages of his own valuable experienoe, 
and of a full digest of what periodical literature affords, the treatise of Dr. 
W. will doubtless be adopted as a text book in our colleges, as well as a 
work for consultation and reference by our brethren throughout the country, 
to both which its merits certainly entitle it 



Rffori cfike Mortality of Cholera in England, 1848-49. London, 8vo., 1853. 
Pp. 574, with maps and diagrams. 

This report, published within a few weeks in London, of which an early 
copy has just reached us through the kindness of a friend, contains an amount 
of statistical and other information respecting the prevalence of cholera is 
England during 1848-49, which, for extent as well as minuteness, is truly 
wonderful. It was got up by the Registrar-General, agreeably to a reqnert 
by the General Board of Health in 1850, and its execution confided to Mr. W. 
Farr, which is of itself a sufScient pledge for its fidelity and accuracy ; that 
gentleman having endeavored, as he says in his letter to the Registrar-Geae* 
ral, '* to show the effects of all the circumstances recorded in the registers on 
the faiality of the greatest epidemic that has for many years infested England; 
and most faithfully has he executed the ta>k assigned to him. The first part 
of the work consists of a Report on the Mortality of Cholera, with general 
remarks on the health of England, and statistics to show it to be the ^ health* 
lest country in the world," by the *^ world'' being intended France, Prussia, 
Austria, and Russia. The course and progress of cholera, both in England at 
lai^ and in London, are then described, with a note of places of its greatest 
fatality, &c. &c. ; also the influence of sex on its mortality, the theories and 
analogies of the disease, &;c. ; with** practical suggestions'' of a prophylactic 
nature. At the close of this part of the report, are seventy closely printed 
pages of tables referred to in it, embracing, of course, a vast variety of most 
interesting information respecting other diseases as well as respecting the 
great epidemic which is the subject of the report. 

At the end of Part I., is a map of England, shaded, showing the preva* 
Jence of cholera in different localities, and Uie dates of its appearance in 1849; 
and four ingenious diagrams. The first of these diagrams is in colorp, and 
represents the deaths from cholera and diarrhea in England on each day of 
the year 1849 ; also the meteorological phenomena recorded at Greenwich on 
the corresponding days. The secund, also colored, represents the deaths from 
cholera in each of eleven divisions of England on each day of the seven 
months. May to Nov., 1849. The third, also colored, represents the tempe- 
rature, and mortality from all causes, in London, for each week of eleven 
years, 1840-50. The last diagram represents the deaths in London in each 
week during the Plagues, and contrasts the same with the average mortality 
in seven ordinary years (1640-46), and with the cholera year, 1849. 

Part II. consists of one hundred and sixty-five pages of tables, show- 
ing the deaths from cholera and diarrhea in different parts of England in 1848 
and 1849, at different seasons of the year, at different ages, £c. &c. ; and 
^ notes on cholera, giving a brief sketch of remarkable facts connected with 
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the cpfdemtc ; alto ahowing the population in 1841, and the number of deaths 
from cholera and diarrhea in 1849, in eaeh of the 2,189 saMistriets of Eng- 
land," — extending over one handred and thirty-live closely printed pages 
more. 

The work evhices great research, and contains much highly interesting 
matter of a scientific nature, and reflects great credit upon the government un- 
der whose auspices it was got ap, as well as upon those directly concerned in 
its execution. 
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Singular affectum <^ the banes of the foot. — A remarkable form of disease 
of I he bones of the foot has recently occurred in one of the Paris hospitals, 
under the care of M. Nelaton, a brief notice of which will be read with interest. 
The disease begins with the formation of a bulla on a bony projection of the 
foot. The epidermis is raised, and under it there is a small quantity of sero- 
puralent fluid. The epidermis then breaks, and the dermis underneath pre- 
sents a rosy tint It is more painful to the touch than common bullae. After 
remaining for some time in this state, an opening very gradually forms in the 
dermis, and extends from without inwards ; and a small fistula is the result. 
This fistulous opening extends into the sub-cutaneous cellular tissue, remains^ 
and is accompanied by a serous discharge, which is slightly purulent After 
the fistula has existed for four, five, or six weeks, a portion of the bone Under* 
Death is found, on examination with the probe, to be denuded and in a state 
of necrosis. The sequestrum may be removed or left to separate itself. 
Twelve years previous, a sequestrum formed on the head of the fifth left 
metatarsal bone, which was removed by M. Hicord. Two years afterwards 
M. Blandin removed one from the first phalanx of the second toe of the left 
foot Since that, M. Nelaton has removed two from.difierent toes on the right 
foot, after an interval of eleven months between them . Still later MAf. 
Boyer, Michon, and Malgaigne have each removed toes or parts of toes. The 
disease is yet in progress in the sole of the left foot, on which there is a bulla 
which has opened and left the dermis bare, and the same progress of the dis- 
ease is anticipated. Bnll» have also commenced on the second and third toes 
of the right foot, which are destined to the same result, the patient already 
regarding those toes as lost M. Nelaton has found no name which he can give 
to the disease. 

The disease seems to be hereditary. The patient has five brothers, two of 
whom have been already attacked with the disease, and in one of whom it has 
proved fatal. Among the six children, the first, third, and fifth present no 
marks of the disease ; the second, fourth, and sixth have been already attacked 
by it Neither the fkther nor the mother, nor any of the other relations, have 
had any thing similar to it 

M. Nelaton is in doubt as to the proper plan of treatment, but is inclined to 
think Uut it is not advisable to continue to follow it up by amputations, after 
what experience has already taught him. He has observed that the disease 
has raturned in every instance after amputation, in every part on which pres- 
anreis made, except the skin ff the heel ; and hence advises that the patient 
should endeavor to support the body on the heel alone, and has contrived 
means for accomplishing this purpose. If this fails, recourse can afterwards be 
had to amputatioD. There is also a tendency to the same disease in the bands. 
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The patient is a worker in ebony wood, 35 years of agre, and has had to sus- 
pend work at times from the tendency to the same condition of things in the 
hands when he has used them too much. 

[On conversing with Professor Van Buren respecting the above case a few 
days since, he handed me a letter recently received from Dr. George L. 
Andrews, of La Porte, Indiana, of whom he speaks as an exceedingly well in- 
formed and careful observer, containing a brief notice of a case presenting 
some similarity to the above, which had recently coifae under his observation, 
with permission to make the follovnng extract from it: 

^ I saw a few weeks ago, at the house of a convalescent patient of mine, 
a lady visitor whose case presented some novel particulars to my mind. She 
is a woman of good embonpoint, with ordinary good health, and about 55 
years old. About thirty years ago, she fell, whilst engaged in banaing meat 
in a smoke house ; and in her efforts to save herself, grasped a sharp hook 
which lacerated one of her hands. The wound healed well and speedily ; but 
•oon after, one of the fingers which had received the injury, commenced, at 
the extremity upon which the cicatrix had formed, paining her very severely. 
After a short time, an ulceration was perceptible, difiering from ordinarv 
ulcers or paronychia, in that it poured forth, from the first, "* a thin matter.*' AU 
attempts at healing were of no effect, and the ulceration proceeded to sloughing. 
One half of the first phalanx was bared. This became necrosed, and spontane- 
ous amputation was followed by a cure ybr ih/& time. From time to time from 
that to the present, from a small portion to an entire phalanx of a finger or a 
toe (for the disease attacks either with seeming indifference), has been involved, 
each attack writing the same history in its progress and termination, ontil she 
has not a whole finger or toe to bless herself with. The time occupied in 
one of these interesting episodes varies from six weeks to three months." 

Dr. A. intended to have seen the subject of this case a second time, and to 
have taken down a full history of her case, and also a description of her pre- 
sent appearance, but was prevented from doing so by her leaving the place 
unexpectedly to him. 

Prof. Van Buren remarks, in his note accompanying the letter of Dr. A., 
** the common feature in the two cases is the successive loss of the phalanges 
of the fingers and toes ; and the only other disease in which this occurs, and 
in a manner not dissimilar in its progress, is the non-tubercular variety of Ele- 
phantiasis Groecornm " 

The analogy between the two forms of disease is so strong, that we 
should have little hesitation in referring both these cases to this variety of 
Elephantiasis, as suggested by Prof. Van B., a variety of that disease, by the 
wav, more rare than the tubercular variety, in the proportion, according to Dr. 
Fabre of one to twenty; the tubercular variety itself being confined very much 
to certain countries, and of very rare occurrence in this country or in Europe. 
-^Editor Med, Times,] 

Death from Chlorqform, Another instance of the occasional fatal effects 
of chloroform is recorded in a late number of the London Medical Times and 
Gazette. A patient, aged 23, was admitted into St. Bartholomew's Hospital, with 
an aneurism by anastomoais of the right ear, for the cure of which Mr. Lloyd 
proposed to place a ligature on the various arteries communicating with it. The 
patient being put under the influence of chloroform, a ligature was placed on 
the temporal and several other arteries, and the case, for several days, progressed 
favorably.' Another large artery was now found entering into the diseased mass, 
which it was thought best to secure. At the appointed time, the patient again 
under the effects of chloroform, the surgeon proceeded to operate. The pulse 
now suddenly ceased to beat, and the patient to breathe. Artificial respiration 
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was immediateW resorted to, aa well as percusaion and compreasioD of differ- 
ent parts of the body. In a short time the circulation was observed to be re> um« 
ing,and respiration was several times performed; but again relapsing, galvanism 
was employed, with partial success. Subsequently, the jugular vein was 
opened, and the patient put into a hot bath, artificial respiration being still 
continued. I'hese efforts were of no avail, as life soon became wholly extinct. 

The Kditor of the Times and Gazette, in reporting this case, says 
that it is the only fatal case that has occurred in the many thousand admin- 
istrations of chloroform at the St. Bartholomew's Hospital; and in comment 
ing npon it, in a subsequent number of the journal, remarks, **we trust that 
this important fact will go forth to the world, that there are persons in all re- 
spects sound and healthy, upon whom chloroform, absorbed in certain quanti- 
ties in^o the circulnting fluid, acts as a poison, and may cause the rapid extinc- 
tion of life.** He thinKs that its administration should always be entrusted to 
one responsible person, whose duty it should be to see that the chloroform is 
pure and the instrument for its administration in good order, who should keep 
an account of the quantity used, and strictly watch the patient's pulse and 
face, that d'le and early notice of the advent of dangerous symptoms may be giv- 
en to the operating surgeon. No pupil, he says, can do this. Great attention 
should also be paid to the quality of the chloroform. 

A recent death from the use of chloroform at Strasbourg, also deserves 
notice, from the small quantity which produced the fatal result, and from the 
judicial investigation to which the case gave rise. The patient, a maimed wo- 
man, 36 years of age, of a sanguineo-nervous temperament, had suffered for 
some time from severe pain in the teeth, and at the time of taking the chloro- 
form, was suffering to such a degree from the prolonged pain and the appre- 
hension of the operation for their extraction, that she had become so much 
altered and emaciated as to excite the notice of her friends. Less than a drachm 
of the anaesthetic was given, and three teeth had already been extracted, when 
her husband, who was at her side during the operation, noticed a great and 
sadden change in her countenance, and she almost immediately ceased to 
breathe. 

The post mortem examination revealed no other cause of death than the 
action of the chloroform ; the pathological changes were those which have 
been observed in several cases of death by this article, and analagous to 
the lesions found in animals destroyed by it. Chemical analysis proved the 
presence of chloroform in the blood, lungs, and spleen. The chloroform was 
found on analysis to be pure, and the husband testified that the handkerchief 
upon which it was administered was held at a short distance from the nose. 
The whole affair did not occupy more than a minute. The husband noticed 
a change in the countenance of his wife, and called the attention of the medi- 
cal officer to it, who quieted his fears, and proceeded to finish the extraction 
of the teeth ; when he himself was struck with the change. But it was then 
too late. The editor of the Gazette des Hopitaux accompanies his report of 
the case with remarks on the administration of chloroform, and arrives at the 
conclusion, that there are no rules by the aid of which death can certainly be 
prevented; and hence that all that can be required is, that those giving it 
should be careful to use all the precautions the importance of which has been 
confirmed by past experience. 
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Domestic. Bloomingdcde Asylunu — D. Tilden Brown, M. D., has been ap- 
pointed Physician of this institution, in place of C. H. Nichols, M. D., resigned. 

New Ycyrk Society for Relief of Widwoa and Orplians of Medical Men. — At the 
Quarterly Meeting of the Board of Managers of this institution, held June 16tby 
the following gentlemen were chosen Stewards of the Anniversary Dinner of the 
Society, to be held in November next: Drs. Hubbard, Clements, Rockwell, J. G. 
Adams, Beadle, Woodward, and F. C. Gray; Dr. Hubbard to act as chairman. 

Tracheotomy in Croup. — ^This operation was successfull^r performed in Auburn, 
in this State, in 1828, by Dr. Joseph T. Pitney, who, in his account of it at the 
time, says that he could find but two cases of it reported in the various medical 
journals and systematic works published in this country ; and in both these cases 
the operation was performed by Dr. Physick, of Philadelphia, and both with fat^ 
result. — New Jersey Medical Reporter^ Jun% 1862. 

Strychnine in Cholera. — At the Annual Meeting of the State Medical Society of 
Ohio, held on the Ist June, an interesting report was made by Dr. Thos. O. Edwards, 
Professor in the Medical College at Cincinnati, and Physician to the City Hospital, 
upon the use of Strychnine in cases of Cholera. He reported its effects in a large 
number of cases occurring in his hospital practice, as also in many cases reported 
to him by other phyucians. Its success has been remarkable, and that^ too, in 
very many instances where every other remedy had failed. The report will be 
published. 

A POST MOKTEM examination of a widow, aged 11 years, was lately made by Dr. 
Parkhurst, in Frankfort, Herkimer County, which brought to light a full-grown 
child, which she had carried for the term of forty-six years. It was cased in a sort 
of bony or cartiliginous structure, except one leg and foot» and one elbow, which 
were almost entirely ossified. Dr. Parkhurst promises to publish the case in fall 
in the medical journals. A specimen of an analogous kind was exhibited recently 
to the Pathological Society, in this city, as will be seen in the minutes of that 
Society in our present number. 

Death from Chloroform, — ^We respet having to record another instance of the 
fatal effects of chloroform. "We understand that Mrs. Weed, of Darien, Conneo- 
ticuty died under the administration of this article, a few days since, wlule in the 
hands of a Stamford physician, who was extracting a tooth. 

27ie Cholera. — ^This disease has again appeared in the West, mostly along the 
course of the Mississippi. Deaths by it have occurred at Cincinnati, New Orleans^ 
La Salle, Maysville (Kentucky), <fec. It also appeared very suddenly, a short time 
since, at Du feuque, Iowa, proving fatal in twenty-two cases in twenty-four hours. 

Cakmen Fisttjlanum (not by Horace) ; or, Fistvla in Ano done up in Verse, — ^A 
ftiend has handed us the following poetical epistle from a patient to his physician, 
requesting his aid in that troublesome affection, fistula in ano, which we give to 
our readers. 

Dear Doctor : — My abscess in ano impinges 
Verv much on my comfort, with merciless twinges ; 
And though jours, I well know, is no clerical function, 
I must beg, tor my ease, yon appiv extreme tmetion, 
Thoogh perhaps, m a case whicn like mine 's in extremis, 
You may think, -with Saugrado, the lancet supreme is. 
If so, and mild means will not quell insurrection, 
And my Pays Bos bring back to peaceful subjection, 
You must take warlike measures to quiet the strife, 
And put down revolt hy the edge of the — knife. 
Will you call, and examine the case a priori, 
And decide on your measures a posteriori t 
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Another Vaoaney. — ^Another vaeftncy has ooomred in the Eataw M«dioal De- 
{kftrtment The wife of Tamonchi, the war chief of the Capote £atawi» was taken 
flick ; the doctor was called in ; and in two days the woman died. After her death, 
Tamonchi took his rifle, and put a pUl through the doctor, which at once settled 
him and his accounts. The Eutaws all suppose the doctor poisoned her ; and they 
justify Tamonchi in killing him. 

Weekly Mortality. — ^For the week ending June 6th, 306: Consumption, 43; 
pneumonia, 9; apoplexy, 10; scarlet fever, 7; measles, 2; small-pox, 9; croup^ 8; 
cholera infantum, 2 ; cholera morbus, 1 ; diarrhea, 6 ; inflammation of bowe]&, 6 ; 
dysentery, 9 ; convulsions, 20 ; typhus fever, 18. For the week ending June 12th, 
807: Consumption, 29; pneumonia, 11; apoplexy, 7; scarlet fever, 8; measles, 9, 
small-pox, 14 ; croup^ 9 ; cholera infantum, 7 ; cholera morbus, 1 ; diarrhea, 6 ; 
inflammation of bowels, 7 ; dysentery, 6 ; convulsions, 29 ; typhus fever (includ- 
ing "typhoid"), 17. For the week ending June 19th, 866: Consumption, 85; 
pneumonia, 16; apoplexy, 9 ; scarlet fever, 15 ; measles, 10 ; small-pox, 7 ; croup, 8 ; 
cholera infantum, 8; cholera morbus, 8; diarrhea, 12; inflammation of bowels, 18; 
dysentery, 9 ; convulsions, 88 ; typhus fever, 7. 

FoREiGX. New Instrument f<yr examining the interiar of the Eye. — M. Follin, pro- 
sector of the Faculty of Medicine, in Paris, has presentea to the Surgical Society of 
that city, an ingenious instrument, by which the retina, crystalline lens, and dif- 
ferent parts of the eye, may be examined. It consists simply of a wax candle 
placed behind a lens, by which luminous rays are thrown upon a mirror from 
which they are reflected into the eye. By means of an eye-glass, of varying power, 
placed behind the mirror, the bottom of the eye is seen, illumined and magnified, 
llie light is mild, and of equal intensity on every part, and is of a yellowish color. 
The bloodvessels of the eye can thus be seen, forming a beautiful net work, and 
the blood within them distinguished. M. Follin has seen the vascular center of 
the retina, and recognized the point where the central artery and vein spread into 
branches. He thinks that by the aid of this instrument the different states of 
congestion of the retina can be distinguished, its ecchymotic and varicose states^ 
the cancerous deposits which sometimes form upon its surface, <&c., and also the 
condition of the crystalline lens. 

Boetraordinary Births. — ^It is stated in the paprrs, that a woman at liege 
(Belgium) has recently been delivered of three children at a birth, thus complet- 
ing the number of twenty-four in nine years ; all her pregnancies terminating in 
triplets, and all her childEren being girls, much to the father's annoyance, lliese 
births are at the rate of nearly three annually. — Lond. Med, Urnes and Oaz, 

Intemud Injlammation combated by Collodion, — ^Dr. Latour has lately reported 
to the French Academy of Medicine a case of peritonitis in which the symptoms 
were dissipated, in twenty-four hours, by the application of a layer of collodion 
to the wh<de surface of the patient's abdomen. — Xond. Med Hmeaand Gaz, 

M. A. Chevaudhin. a French physician, has arrived at favorable conclusions as 
to the treatment of chronic rheumatism by means of baths of the vapor of spirits 
of turpentine at a high temperature. 

Gun Cotton. — ^The military commission of the Germanic Diet has granted the 
sum of forty thousand florins to Professors Schonbein, of Basle, and Bottger, of 
Frankfort, for their invention of gun cotton. 

Prof. Brandz. — ^This distin^ished chemist has recently retired from the Royal 
Institution, at which he began his career, as Professor of Chemistry, in the year 1812. 

Dr. Conolly. — ^The friends of this celebrated physician have recently presented 
to him a splendid piece of plate, valued at five nundred guineas, together with a 
portrait of himself, and a testimonial "commemorative of his strenuous, persever- 
mg, and successful labors to improve the treatment and ameliorate the condition 
of the insane." 



320 Monthly BuOetin, [July, 1852. 

Dr. Chomel. — Chomel, a physician of th« fint standing in Paris, has refased to 
take the oath of allegiance to Lonis Napoleon, and has, in consequence, yacated 
the professorship in the college, which he filled with so much ability. 

Prof. Aaassiz. — ^The Paris correspondent of the Boston Atlas states that the 
Academy of Sciences of France, at their last session, unanimously voted to give 
the Cuvier Prize to Prof. Agassiz, for his RechercJuB sur les Paiasona Fossiles. This 
is the first time this prize has been given. 

M. BoucHARDAT, Pharmacieu en Chef to the Hotel Dieu, has lately received the 
appointment of Professor of Hygiene in the Faculty of Medicine of Paris. 

M. Garavini, a French merchant^ has lately placed a steamer in the Ba;^ of 
Naples, which enables travelers to visit the islands of Capri, Ischia, and Procida^ 
witn the least possible inconvenience, and expense. M. de Rivaza, a medical 
gentleman, has established a retreat for invalids who may be desirous of availing 
themselves of the thermal benefits of the island of Ischia. 

The ship Futty Salam left Madras on December 8d, with 234 emigrant coolies, 
for the Mauritius. She fell in with a gale on the 22d ; and the coolies were placed 
under hatches, which were battened down. Befor^its termination, all had died. 

Cholera has again broken out in Persia. On former occasions, it spread thenoe 
to Europe. 

MONTHLY BULLETIN OF HOSPITAL ATTENDANCE, LECTURES, Ac 

FOR JULY. 

New York HoitpitaL — ^Physicians and Surgeons in attendance. Physician, Dr. 
Swett Surgeons, Drs Buck and "Watson. 

Bellewie Hospital. — ^Physicians and Surgeons in attendance. Drs. Foster and 
Robeson. Surgeons, Drs. J. R. Wood, and C. D. Smith. Clinical Lecture and 
operations on Saturdays, at 1, P. M. 

War^s Island Hospitals. — Physicians and Sui^eons in attendance. Physicians, 
Drs. A. V. Williams (obstetrical department), Drs. Cox, Macneven, Bo wen, and 
Schilling. Surgeon, Prof. Carnochan. Sui*gical Clinique on Saturday at 1, P. M. 

University Medical College [Fourteenth Street"] — Lectures eveir day, except Sat" 
urday, from 9^ to 11 i. A. M. Lecturers, Drs. Metcalfe, Bulklev, and MArkoe> 
Cliniques on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays, at 2^, P. M., and on 
Saturdays, at 10, A. M. 

Crosby 8t. College. — Clinique on Monday and Thursday, at 1 1, A. M. 

New York Medical College^ [Thirteenth Street.] — ^Lectures every day, except 
Saturday-, at 11, A. M., and Pi o'clock. Lecturers, Drs. Carnochan, Barker, Dore^ 
mus, and Conant Clinique on Monday and Thursday, at 12 o'clock, and on Taea- 
day, at 11, A. M. 

Eye and Ear Infirmary ^ [Mercer /8^<r«c^,l--Surgeons in attendance, Drs. Dubois, 
Buck, and Halsted. Open on Mondays, Wedn^ays, and Fridays, from 12 to 
2, P.M. 

New York Ophthalmic Hospital^ [Stuyvesant <S^ree^.]---SurgeonB in attendance, 
Drs. David L. Rogers, and Mark Stephenson. Open on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and 
• Saturdays, from la to 2, P. M. 



OBITriET NOTICES. 

DiKD, at Brooklyn, June 90tb, Dr. John S. Wily, U.S. Navy, in the 57 year of bis age. 
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dDr^ttol Cnramntnttttnim 

Mr. Editor. 

In my conlftittnioation to your journal for March last, I had occasiou 
to offer some coRraaents upon Mr. Stmr's oprratkmt for thx gurs or 
URETHRAL STRicTCTRBS. There are two or three points in connection 
-with this subject to which, for want of space, I was unable to allude at 
that time, and to Mrhich I now beg leave to call your attention. 

It will be remembered, that Mr. Syme c^erates with the aid of 
a grooved director, previously introduced into the urethra beyond the 
point of stricture, and that he speaks of this as a novelty never before 
attempted or suggested. Now, in looking into that most excellent prac- 
tical work, which Mr. 8., I am sure, would blush to acknowledge his 
ignorance of, " Sharp's Critical Inquiry into the Present state of Sur- 
gery" (second London edition for the year 1760, page 12l*-2), he might 
have found that what he claims as an invention of his own, is there spo- 
ken of among the ordinary procedures of that epoch. Treating of it 
in connection with other operations then in use for the relief of reten- 
tion of urine, especially among the continental surgeons, Mr. Sharp ob- 
serves, '* This they have done by the help of a grooved staff, when it 
was practfcaMe ; and when the strictures of the urethra prevented the 
introduction of a staff, they have either cut according to the best of 
their judgment, without any guide, or have pushed in a trocar with a 
grooved cantda, and cut upon the groove*' This passage, it appears to 
me, is sufficient to satisfy Mr. Syme that his claims to originality in 
connection with what he takes to be a new operation, rest on a very 
slender foundation. 

I alluded, in my former communication, to Sir Everard Home's 
armed bougie. I would take occasion to add that this mode of apply- 
ing caustic to the urethra, was not a new measure in the hands of Mr. 
VOL. I. — ^KO. 11. 21 
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Home. John Hunter had previously introduced the caustic through a 
canula ; and so long ago as 1612, we find that Peter Low was in the 
habit of using an armed bougie, or as he calls it in his quaint, proyin- 
caal style " a little wax candle of the bigness oft little rush/' upon die 
end of which he spread a caustic unguent of corrosive sublimate and 
** Rosat Mesues." This bougie, or " little wax candle," he sometimes 
involved in a fold of fine linen cloth, which *< causeth the unguent to 
adhere, better than the candle, till it come to the place of carnositie." — 
[Surgery, p,2\Q.'\ 

I have next to remark, that a stricture may of a sudden become so 
close and rebellious as to resist the catheter, and lead to extravasation 
of urine, and yet in a day or two i^erwards, become spontaneously 
relaxed, so as to yield without resistance to the catheter ; and that in 
such strictures it would often be highly imprudent to wait for the 
employment of mechaniea] dilatation in order to perfcHin the cutting 
operation afterwards. The following &ct is in proof <^ this. 

Henry Armstrong, of Ireland, aged 20» a hoapkal uurse, suffering 
from an old stricture, was suddenly seised with retention of urine, 
which he endured for twenty fi>ur hours without applying for relief. — 
The house surgeon, who was first called to him^ attempted to introduce 
a cathetei*, but without success. On the 4th of June, 1851, about forty- 
eight hours firom the last period of free micturition, I found him with 
«talicidittm urinase, enormous distension of the bladder, and incipient 
.gwgreoe of the scrotum and parts adjacent. I at onee resorted to the 
catheter, and succeeded without difficulty in clearing the stricture, and 
unloading the bladder. I next attempted to check the progress of the 
gangrene by free incisions for the ^cape of the infiltrated urine, and 
the fetid gas resulting from decomposition. But i*elief had come too 
late. The patient sank under the shock of the accident, and died on the 
6th of June, about four days from the first occurrence of the retention. 

Numerous other .cases of rapid sloughing of the scrotum and adja- 
cent parts, from slight and (Unforeseen bfiltration of urine, I could read- 
ily adduce. The subcataneous tiss;iiies of the scrptMrnMand perineum 
appear to have a low degree of vitality, and readily fall into gangrene 
from an amount of local irritation, which in other parts would excite 
aymptomsof no such^degree of severity. I might her^ refer to two 
cases in point, at present under treatment. 

The first. of thqse, .a German grocer, aged 21, was admitted on the 
.26tli of May last, with chancre and phimosb. The strangulation 
(from the phimosis lad to rapid ulceration and slougUng around the 
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glans and prepuce, aa well as to profuse hemorrhage. Oa the Ist of 
June, the sloughs had cleared oS, and the ulceratiou was beginning to 
contract; but on the 4th of June the scrotum was found to be swollen 
and inflamed, and on the following day, sloughy. The patient had 
hitherto made no coirplaint of stricture, or retention of urine ; and yet 
in dividing the sloughy tissue by several free and deep incisions, it 
gave issue to fetid urine, mixed in with the decomposing cellular tissue. 
Nearly the whole of the scrotum, and a good part of the integuments 
of the perineum were swept away by the severity of the attack; but 
luckily the disease was arrested by allowing free egress to the dis- 
charges* supporting the pendent integuments, applying yeast, animal 
charcoal, balsam of Peru, and other aniiseptics, and by the internal ad- 
ministration of stimulants, anodynes, and a generous regimen. The 
testicles are now again covered in by the contraction of the integument 
over them from the surrounding parts ; and the patient is in other res- 
pects rapidly convalescing. 

The other case is that of a tailor, an Irishman, aged 25, who was 
admitted on the 30th of June. In this instance the patient, without 
being awai-e of any disease in the urethra, had been seized suddenly, 
and just before his admission, with gangrene of the scrotum and perin- 
eum, which had, in a day or two, progressed to sloughing of the cellu- 
lar tissues, and of much of the integuments of those parts ; the sloughing 
process extending from the central point of the perineum, in front and 
on either side of the corpus spongiosum, through the cellular tissue 
external to the triangular ligament, and for some distance upwards 
on the hypogastric region ; destroying the whole of the integument of 
the perineum ; dissecting the parts beneath sd smoothly as to expose the 
transverse muscles, and the bulb of the urethra ; and partially destroy- 
ing the integuments of the scrotum, but without exposing the testicles. 
If there had been any infiltration of urine in this case, it must have been 
slight, and have found exit by a tortuous course ; no urine has been 
detected issuing from the opening left by the sloughs ; but the patient 
has some obstruction in the urethra, which admits the passage of only 
a small catheter into the bladder. The treatment has been the same 
as in the other case, the patient is now also convalescing. 

It might be asked, how, in cases of slight stricture, infiltration of 
urine could be induced, unaccompanied with actual retention, and with 
no pre-existing symptoms of sufficient gravity to excite attention ? The 
slightest obstruction, in any part of this canal, is sufficient to arrest and 
retain a few drops of urine, — which, by its corrosive action over a limited 
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space, may, in course of time, lead to perforation of l^e utKSOtKS tnetii> 
brane, or of the spongy or membranous* part of the urethra, in the 
same manner that irritants are occasionally known to perforate the 
coats of the stomach, even before the slightest alarm has been raised 
in regard to the fatal consequences which almost immediately follow 
this accident. 

That a few drops of urine are usually retained in the uredira, just 
beyond the point of stricture, is shown by the following ca3e, which 
is one of some importance in other points of view : First, in showing 
that stricture at the meatus externus is not, as has been stated, merely 
sympathetic of severer obstructions at some deeper portion of the 
canal ; Secondly, in showing that a sexere stricture tit the meatus may 
lead to the suspicion that others exist beyond this, When in fact no such 
deep obstructions do exist ; Lastly, this case is important in showing 
the benefit to be derived from a free incision through the whole of the 
indurated corpus spongiosum, where the stricture and induration in- 
volve the whole thickness of its structure : and I may still further pre- 
mise, that the mode of dividing the obstruction, in this instance, was 
from within outwards, leaving the integument untouched; which, 
though advanced as no novelty, is worthy of same attention. It leads 
to no disfigurement ; and by wearing a catheter in the canal until the 
edges of the cut become consolidated, the patient can obviate the 
serious symptoms which might otherwise result from the escape of 
urine along the cut surface. This mode of operation applies, of course, 
only to strictures which involve the portion of the urethra within the 
body of the penis. 

A gentleman, about forty years of age, had been suffering from 
stricture for six years. Some four years ago, he applied to an adver- 
tising practitioner of the city, who divided the meatus externus, then 
the principal point of obstruction, and directed the patient to vrear a 
bougie ; but in a few days the cut cicatrized, and left him as badly dff 
as before the operation. Since that time, his disease has been so 
severe as nearly to disable him from all active occupation. In die 
month of March last, he was admitted into the Hospital, under one of 
my colleagues, and treated in the usual way, by means of bougies. 
It was found that the meatus externus was so contracted, even after 
two months' treatment, as only to admit bougie No. 5, and thiit, with 
great difficulty ; and it had been found that no instrument larger than 
bougie No. 2 could, by any possible manipulation, be passed beyond 
the membranous portion, where it was supposed a stricture even 
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tighter than that at the meatus must have existed. The patient left 
the Hospital, despairing of much benefit, on the 11th of May. On 
the 9th of June, he applied to me> as a private patient. I found the 
stricture at the meatus only large enough to admit a silver catheter of 
the size No. 2« and that, with difficulty. The corpus spongiosum, fiom 
the glans penis for about two inches backwards, was nodulated, and 
almost as hard aa cartilage. On the 11th of June, I passed a small 
grooved steel director into the urethra ; and immediately there issued 
along the groove of the staff about half a dram of urine, mixed with 
pumloid fluid. With the staff thus resting in the urethra, I slid the 
narrow blade of a delicate tenotomy bistoury along the groove, into the 
urethra nearly to the base of the penis ; anc| then, cutting from within 
outwards* so as to divide the whole thickness of the corpus spongio- 
sum without injuring the skin, I laid the passage fully open. This 
done and the bleeding arrested, I at once passed bougie No. 9 into 
the bladder, without meeting with any resistance, and, in a day or two 
lyfterwards, a catheter No. 12, or that of the largest size. This, at 
times, appears to be rather tightly pressed at the membranous part, 
but passes on without much resistance. The patieat wore the instru- 
ment for a few days after the operation, and then resorted to it only 
for half an hour every evening, on going to bed. The case thus 
far, has been more than usually successful ; and on July 24th he has 
DO evidence of any return of his disorder. 

I have since resorted to nearly the same procedure in another case 
involving the body of the penis and complicated with fistula ; but 
whether from not dividing the induration throughout its whole extent, 
or from other causes not yet clearly made out, the result of this second 
case has not been so decidedly beneficial as that of the firsts 

The only other point which I will stop to notice in connection with 
the operation in question, is the name which has been assigned to it by 
Professor Miller of Edinburgh, and which has been adopted by the 
firiti^ and Foreign Medico -Chirurgical Review, notwithstanding 
the protest which Mr. Syme himself has urged, with good reason, 
against it. An operation which ia applicable to any part of the urethral 
canal, and which is as often practiced on the spongy as upon the mem- 
branous portion, and which calls for incisions on the body of the penis 
and through the. scrotum, as well as through the perineum, cannot be 
very properly styled " perineal section.*' 

But,dropping this subject for the present, I beg leave, Mr. Editor, to 
call your attention for a moment to another recently devised operation, 
namely, that which has been proposed for the cure of reducible hernia. 
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The Radical Cure of Reducible Hernia, by Injection. 

I do not propose just now to go into the whole merits or demerits 
of this operation, a task which has been assigned to other bands, and 
which has already been in some degree achieved, by one of the Com- 
mittees of the American Medical Association, (see their report in the 
transactions for the session of May last.) My only object is to give the 
details of a single case treated in this way, in connection with such hear- 
say information as I have been able to collect concerning the operation 
in other quarters. 

The procedure now under consideration, if I am not mistaken, was 
first brought into notice through an irregular channel, by a certain In- 
dustrialist, of New England. But the first notice I remember to have 
seen of it, was in Professor Pancost's "Operative Surgery.^ In July, 
1 848, my attention was for the second time called to this subject, by a 
gentleman under my care for the treatment of varicocele, who, a year 
or more previously, had undergone an operation for the cure of a re- 
ducible hernia, by what he described as a trifling process, and with 
complete success. He spoke of it as a simple puncture, which sub- 
jected him to very little uneasiness ; and assured me that be was 
cognisant to the cure or relief of other individuals, who had been trea- 
ted like himself, by a practitioner of Boston. I subsequently ascer- 
tained, that the instrument with which this individual operates, had 
been prepared by a cutler of this city ; but on inquiry I found that it 
had been patented by the operator, and was, consequently, to be used 
only by himself. As I ha<l made inquiry for it, with the vie^ of em- 
ploying it on a case then in hand, I could not but feet indignant that 
any practitioner claiming to belong to the regular profession should 
have thus prostituted his noble calling to mercenary ends ; but be- 
lieving that no special form of patent instrument is essential for the 
making of a puncture, or for introducing an irritating ffuid beneath 
the integuments through this, I attempted in my own way to get 
along without it, as in the following case. 

Joseph A. Seavell, of Ohio, seaYnan, aged 3 1 , was admitted into the 
New York Hospital, Nov. 24th, 1851, with a large inguinal hernia^ 
occupying the left side of the scrotum, which had been then protrud- 
ing for several hours, and had resisted several well directed efforts for 
reduction. The patient for the last four yenrs had been occasion- 
ally troubled by the protrusion, but had never before been baf- 
fled in his efforts to reduce it : and by the use of a truss he had 
been able to follow his regular occupation. With some little trouble 
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the tttroor was reduoed by taxis, sooa after his admission; and on the 
29th of November, having explained my object to the patient and ob< 
tained his consent, I attempted to effect a radical cure of the hernia. 

While the patient was lying on his back, with his scrotum and le& 
spermatic cord dravm slightly towards the right side» and with the in* 
teguments over the left external abdominal ring slightly on the stretdi, 
I introduced the point of a delicate bistoury through the integuments, 
directly down to the crest of the os pubis, the point of the instrument 
touching without dividing the lower termination of Poupart's ligament, 
and made to work freely in the loose tissue immediately in front of 
the ring, but without wounding the spermatic cord. Having made 
the puncture and withdrawn the bistoury, the nozzle of a small syringe 
charged with tmeture of cantbarides, was introduced through the 
wound, and about a dram of this fluid injected into the bottom of the 
cut, the band of an assistant, in the meanwhile, resting firmly over the 
inguinal canal to prevent any porti6n of the injected fluid from entering 
this, or passing through the sac into the abdomen. 

The whole procedure was the work of a few seconds, and gave the 
patient Kttle or no uneasiness. I next applied a compress and spica 
bandage, to keep the parieties of the inguinal canal in close apposition, 
and administered an anodyne, keeping the patient on his back, with 
directions to apply an evaporating lotion, should severe inflammatory 
symptoms supervene. 

In a few minutes afi:er the operation, be began to speak of pain from 
the injection. The sore became more trouble8onie,and extended for sev« 
era! inches in every direction, but was severest along the ascending 
track of the spermatic cord. He slept but little during the following 
night; but next morning the paid had subsided, a slight soreness only 
remaining in the part The patient was at the same time suflering 
from chancres. I made the treatment of these the pretext for keeping 
him on his back with the compress and bandage applied as above, for 
several days. He spoke of no uneasiness from the operation after 
the second day. On the 12th of December, he was walking about 
without his truss, and with no apparent tendency to a recurrence of 
the hernial protrusion. On the £)liowing day, being desirous to join 
his vessel whieh was about to sail for Bouth America, he requested his 
discharge, promising to wnte to me, and report the furrher pro 
gross of his ease, should the swelling reappear,'>~and, if possible, to re* 
port in person, at the close of bis voyage. But, as yet, I have not 
heard of him. 
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The operttioB in tliu instMice b«d evtiently- a benefidal effect^ and 
I am not certain, that it may not have effiscted apennanent cure. I 
am not disposed to helieve that any portion of the injeeted fluid entered 
the hernial sac ; but by exciting inflammation aN>and>thia within the 
column of theestemal ring, and the sabsequent condensataon of tissues^ 
which is so apt to follow acute inflammation, wei can readily imagine 
that Uiis procedure may, now and then, effect an ol^^t wbicfa we have 
hitherto sought in vain to effect by other and severer measures. 

Very truly, Youra, JNO* WATSON. 



Case of Spina Bifida^ with remarki, by ALrssD C. Pocrr, M. D. 
Professor of Surgery in the University of New York, &c« 

On the 15th May, 18il^3» Maria Tumalty, a puny child, two months 
old, was brought to my clinique, having a congenital swelliiig at the 
posterior and inferior part of the neck, seven inches in circumference 
at its largest part, and five inches and five^eighths at its base. The 
swelling presented distinct fluctuation and marked translucency. It 
evidently contained a fluid communicating with th^ spinal canal. The 
integument covering the cyst appeared as a thin membrane, traversed 
by numerous vessels. The anterior fontanelle was large \ and the integ* 
ument covering it was prominent and disteaded,^ with a feeling of fluc- 
tuation. The limbs of the child were not paralyzed nor deformed. 

While the child was lying on its mother's lap in a horizontal pos^ 
ture, I made a puncture on the right side of the tumor with a cataract 
needle. A clear watery fluid exuded at the rate of two or three drops 
per second ; it continued to escape for half an ho\xVt the quantity grad- 
ually diminishing. The tension of the swelling and of the fontanelle 
appeared to be somewhat lessened. 

16th, 9 A. M. No unpleasant symptom followed the puncture 
made yesterday. This morning I made three small punctures, firoos 
which a clear fluid issued at the rate of five or six drops per second, in 
the aggregate. I visited the child again at 2 P. M.| and ascertained 
that the fluid had continued to escape fi>r about two hours after the 
punctures had been made. The tumor was considerably lessened in 
size, and quite soft; the anterior fontanelle Which had previously been 
prominent appeared somewhat sunken. The mother stated that ih» 
child bad seemed languid: it had continued, however, to take the breast 
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without diffieaky. I diractoi 1^9 cbUd t^be kept in a horisontal poii« 

don. .^ 

SUt Sinott the last report, I haTe daily made a single punoture 
with a small tenolomy knife ; on eadi occaaioD the fluid baa exuded, 
immediately afiter the punoture, at the rate of fivQ or six drops per 
seoood, bat has gradually issued more slowly, and at the end of a 
few houni has oeased to escape each afternoon ; -ibe swelling in the 
nedc has been greatly diminished in size, but in the morning it has 
been found to have nearly regained its former dimensions. The head 
has gradually cBminished in size, the fulness of the fi>ntanelle haa sub* 
aided, and the chikl appears stronger and more lively. It is able to 
hold up its head better, and takea the breast with more vigor. Instead 
of a simple puncture to-day, I made a small inciMon, so as to allow the 
fluid to escape in a little stream. I directed the mother to apply her 
finger ever the incision from time to time, so as to prevent the fluid 
fivm escaping too rapidly, and to keep the head always low. 

S8d, The fluid continues slowly to ooze from the incision, which is 
much contracted. The cyst and the skin covering it are shrivelled, 
and the fbntanelle sunken ; the child, however, appears bHght» 

2ithi A small quantity of fluid continues to ooze from the opening. 
Hie fentanelle is deeply minken and the countenance collapsed. Since 
yesterday at noon, the child has not taken the breast, and it now ap- 
pears extremely prostrated. I closed the wound with court plaster, 
and directed wine-whey to be administered ; but the child continued 
to nnk, and died in the course of the day. Since the application of 
liie court plaster, the cyst bad become partially filled with fluid. 

No opportunity was afforded ibr a post-mortem examination. 

Spina* Bifida is most frequently observed in the lumbar or sacral 
region ; and when it occurs in the latter of these situations, the cyst 
usually contains a portion of the spinal cord, or of the spinal nerves. 
In such cases, the lower extremities are apt to be affected with paraly- 
sis, and to be varioiusly deformed. Hydrocephalus often existo as a 
complication of spina bifida, from v^atever portion of the spinal canal 
the swdiling may protrude. The prognosis, which is always unfavor- 
able in spina bifida, is peculiarly so when the disease is complicated 
with hydrocephalus, or with paralysis and deformity of the lower ex- 
tremities. 

When the disease is left to itself, the termination is usually fatal ; 
the distended cyst bemg ruptured or ulcerated, in some cases soon 
aiier birth, and in others after the lapse of months or years. In very 
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rare exceptional cases, the patient lires to matuiity, without experi- 
encing any mnterial inconvenience from the disease. 

Yarioos remedial measures have heen resorted to for the purpose 
of effecting a cure of this formidable malady, or of guarding against its 
fatal effects. The«principal means employed for this purpose have been 
pressure, puncture, ligature, and excision of the sac. AH of these meaiMr 
have been successfully employed, and all of them have tinder certain eir- 
cumstances hastened the fatal termination of the disease. Pressure of- 
ten acts injuriously by fbrcingthe contents of the cyst into the spinal canal, 
and compressing the spinal cord and the brain so as to disturb the func- 
tions of those organs. On the other hand the evacuation of the fluid, 
especially if it take place suddenly, may exert a no less deleterious in- 
fluence upon the nervous centers, by depriving them of the pressure 
to which they have been aeeustomed. Great caution is required in 
the use of either of these methods of treatment \ and the prognosis should 
be especially guarded, when there is reason to apprehend tbi^ the 
spinal cord and nerves are implicated in the disease, or when thete is 
any considerable accumulation of serum in the cavitiesi or on the sur- 
face of the brain. 

The treatment by compression has been employed in two different 
ways. The first method, and that which has been most frequently 
employed, cotisists in the application of pressure over the whole sur- 
face, by means of a compress secured by strips of adhesive plaster^ or 
by a bandage or truss. The design of this method is to force the fluid 
within the spinal canal, and to keep the cyst empty, so that its walk 
may become contracted and thickened, and thus be enabled to resist 
distention at a subsequent period. This method is inapplicable to cases 
which are complicated with hydrocephalus, as it would be dangerous 
in such cases to force an additional quantity of fluid within t^ cavity 
of the cranium. 

The Becond method of treatment by compression, is that adopted 
by Mr. Page, and reported in the Mo^hly Journal of Medical Science 
for February, 1847. He encircled the base of the tumor with an In- 
dia rubber ring, so as to maintain a moderate and constant pressure, 
with the view of contracting the communication between the sac and 
the spinal canal. The surface of the tumor soon became inflamed; 
and a minute opening occurred, through which a clear, serous fluid 
escaped for several days, the tumor slowly diminishing. On the fifth 
day the ring was removed, as it had become imbedded in an annular 
ulceration of the skin. Lint was inserted into the ulcer, which slowly 
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healed. The base of the tumor, which at the commeDceiDent of the 
treatment had been iSve inches in circumference, was reduced to four 
inches and one-eijj^hth, the body of the tumor being also much dimin- 
ished. Two months after this first application of the elastic ligature, 
it ivas reapplied, and again caused deep ulcerattbn. The compres- 
sion exerted by the elastic ring was not successful in effecting a radi- 
cal cure ; but it was followed by a marked diminution in the volume 
of the swelling, and was probably useful in preparing the way for a 
radical cure by a method which will be presently alluded to. 

The treatment by puncture was first successfully carried into exe- 
cution by Sir Astley Cooper, in the year 1809. The cyst was punc- 
tured with a small trocar^ and the operation was repeated eight times, 
at intervals of a few days. During the periods which intervened be- 
tween the punctures, pressure was made by means of a pasteboard 
splint and a bandage. Towards the close of the treatment, the cyst 
became inflamed, and the serum which was evacuated was mixed with 
fibrine. A radical cure was effected. This case was reported in the 
Medico Chirurgical Transactions, vol. ii. p. 326. 

Dr. Alex. H. Stevens, of this city, reported in the New York Jour- 
nal of Medicine, for September, 1843, a case of spinal bifida success- 
fully treated by puncture and compression. The punctures were made 
with an iris knife, and were performed three times within ^ve days. 
There was a slight degree of febrile excitement, which was readily 
subdued by a dose of laxative medicine, and by the application of a 
spirit lotion to the part. At the end of six or eight months, in the 
place of the tumor was found only a mass of shriveled and indurated 
skin. Two years afler the operation, the child was in perfect health. 

An interesting case of spinal bifida in the' sacral region, is re- 
ported by M. Latilde Tinnecour, in the Gazette Medico Chirurgicale, 
No 1, 1846, p. 6. The child was two months old, and the tumor was 
of the size of a foetal head. ITie left leg was paralyzed, and the foot 
deformed, presenting the characteristics of congenital talipes varus. 
M. L. compressed the base of the tumor between two rods of wood, 
placed vertically, and then emptied the sac by means of a trocar, in- 
creasing the pressure as the fluid escaped. The turtor shriveled and 
became gangrenous, without serious consequences ; and on the fifth 
day the gangrenous parts were removed on a plane with the rods of 
wood. A fistulous opening allowed the fluid to drain from the spinal 
canal. The rods were removed on the tenth day. The patient 
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•€N>n recovered ; and seven months after, the operation had acquired 
its full development. A slight scar occupied the situation of the tumon 

Mr. Dannville, in the Medical Gazette, Sept, 25th, 1846, reports 
two cases of Spina Bifida treated by puncture, one of which was sue* 
cessful, and the otl^r had a fatal termination. 

Mr. Hawthorne, in the London Lancet, Nov. 28th, 1846, reports 
a case of Spina Bifida, treated by puncture and compression. The 
first puncture was made on the 24th, Nov. 1824, the child at that time 
being seven weeks old. The punctures were repeated six times, at 
intervals of one or two weeks. After the last operation, vomiting and 
faintness occurred, and the child continued feeble for several days. 
After this, Mr. Hawthorne relied on pressure, using compressors of tin 
and of cork; the tumor was decidedly reduced in size. In 1836, 
Salmon and Ody's truss was substituted for the means of compression 
previously employed, and she continued to wear it to the date 'of the 
report of 1846, at which time she was a healthy and active woman, 
The remains of the tumor were trifling. 

The treatment of Spina Bifida by ligature of the sac, was employed 
successfully by Mr. Page, in the case above alluded to, in which he had 
previously succeeded in contracting the neck of the cyst by encircling 
it with rings of India Rubber. The child being held in a prone posi- 
tion, Mr. P., made two semi-elliptical incisions, including between 
them a portion of integuments covering the tumor. He then divided 
the flaps of skin into two parts, which he carefully dissected from the 
cyst ; after which he applied a strong ligature around the base of the 
cyst, and excised the cyst, as closely as possible to the ligature. The 
flaps of skin were placed together, lint laid over the wound, and a flan* 
nel bandage firmly applied around the body ; a slight opiate was given, 
and the child passed a comfortable night. For a few days, urine 
and fbsces were passed in bed. On the third day« the dressings were 
removed, and the flaps of skin were found to have undergone mortifi- 
cation : the wound otherwise appeared healthy. On the sixth day, the 
ligature came away, leaving a wound somewhat larger than an Eng* 
lish shilling, in the midst of which, the membranes of the cord were 
distinctly seen. Lint was kept over the wound, and a flannel bandage 
around the body, the child being kept as much as possible on its abdo* 
men. The wound gradually closed, and was perfectly cicatrized in 
five weeks after the operation. The cyst which was removed was 
found to consist of Dura Mater and Arachnoid : no nerves were con- 
nected with it. 
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Cases have been reported, in which the cyst has been excised, and, 
the edges brought together with sutures j but I am not able, at present, 
to refer to the record of such cases. My c<>lle«gue, FroL Van Buren, 
has recently informed me of a case, in which this mode of treatment 
was successfully resorted to by Dr. Moll. The ease was peculiarly 
adapted to this method, the cyst being distinctly pedunculated. 



I. NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 

Stated Meetmg, held at the University » July 7, 185^. President, 
Thomas Cock, M. D., in the chair. Fifty members present during the 
evening. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

The Conmiittee on Admissions reported through Dr. Herschel, 
their secretary, recommending Dr. George W. Brooks for Besideot 
F^owship ; who, on ballot, was duly elected. 

The Committee on Surgery made a verbal report, recommending 
Tracheotomy in Croup as a subject for discussion. 

The Committee on Public Health and Legal Medicine presented 
through their chairman, Dr. Griscom, an elaborate report on the subject 
of the proper distribution of medical attendance and medicine to the in* 
digent sick in the city, to which so little regard has been paid by either 
the public or the medical profession, both which are thought to be impli- 
cated in this neglect, but the latter in a far greater degree than the 
former. The three Dispensaries, which are considered as deficient in 
their incM^anization and inefficient in their action, and entirely inade- 
quate to meet the wants of this rapidly increasing population, will not 
palliate this neglect. Two facts may be alleged in partial explanation. 
The first is, that this Dispensary system did not originate with the pro- 
fession as a body, and does not enjoy its confidence ; but has, on the contra- 
ry, long been considered derogatory to its practice and its standing. These* 
cond fact is, the niggardliness which appears to have a controlling influence 
upon all occasions where the question of compensation for medical ser- 
vices presents itself to the public authorities. Thousands of lives and 
millions of money might be saved by the adoption of a policy more con- 
sistent with the liberality, wealth, and intelligence of this community. 
These. Dispensaries are managed entirely by a small number of unpro« 
fessional individuals, who, though worthy citizens, can know very little 
of the defects and insufficiency of their own institutions; and the 
professional duties are performed for a very trifling sum by a few, and 
gratuitously by the greater part, and the medical oflkers not fesidUlg in 
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their dispensary districts, preferring not to do so, and objecting to their 
* residences being made known to the patients. Among the objections to 
the present system on the pajt of the profession, is the utterly inade- 
quate remuneration, in proportion to the labor performed, a state of 
tbings which finds no paraliel in any other pro^sion or calling. The 
result of this is, that the places are occupied only by the younger mem- 
bers of the profession, who leave them as soon as they can get anything 
else to occupy their time, and who have inducements rather to neglect 
or slight their duties than to perform them well. Another objection is, 
that there is no supervision of them by the trustees, nor by any oneelse. 
Among the evils to the patients is the great distance necessary to be 
traveled to reach the Dispensary buildings, eit^ding in the case of the 
New York Dispensary to about a mile and a quarter in one direction, and 
about a mile and three quarters in another. These distances render 
it difficult for the small number of physicians employed to do justice to 
their patients, and present serious obstacles in the way of patients in ob- 
taining medicines from the Dispensaries. Hence the importance of 
bringing both physician and apothecary nearer to the patient. The rem- 
edy for these evils proposed by the Report consists in the appointment 
of phyndanB and apotheearietfor each ward^^nnie ormore^ as the popu- 
lation may require — to be paid adequate turns for their mrvicea, and to be 
required to reside in their respective districts ; these appointments to 
remain utterly and forever dissevered from party politics. While Dis- 
pensary or ward physicians are called upon to attend the sick In the 
cellars and garrets of the city, they should also be employed and em- 
powered to report upon and remove the causes of their diseases. 
This duty they are not only qualified by their education and occupation 
to perform, but it is for their own interest to perform it. A sanitary 
police composed of such men would constitute an efficient corps of 
' Health Missionaries^ the importance of which to the city was explained 
and enlarged upon, and the whole subject recommended to the consider- 
ation of the Academy. 

The Report met with a very favorable reception by the Academy ; and, 
after some discussion, was reported back to the Committee in conjunc- 
tion with the Committee on Publication, with power for revision and 
publication. 

A series of resolutions to memorialize the Common Council on the 
subject and request them to publish the Report were offered, but were 
not passed. 

The Committee on Finance asked leave to report, and presented 
two bills, which, on motion, were ordered to be paid. 

The Librarian asked for an appropriation of twenty-three dollars, to 
purchase the Transactions of the American Medical Association, wMch 
was granted. 

Dr. A. K. Gardner then made a Eepobt on the Meat owNkw York, 
He considered first the quantity of the various kinds annually used in 
the city, next its origin, and finally its quality. In investigating the 
last cliaractenstic, the report mentioned, in terms of just censure, the 
ygrioQi erttelties whiob are inflieted oa Ihe animals, some of which aire 
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manifestly detrimental to the meat, such as oYer-driving and deprivation 
of food, the animals being sometimes forced to eat the h^ir from eaci) 
other to assuage the pangs of hunger. The useless custom of bleeding 
bullocks and calves, was also alluded to in proper terms. The report states 
that as a general thine, the meat of this city is of a very superior quality. 
Notice was taken of the affection of the liver of most western cattle 
which are sent to our market, known to butchers as <'sagy liver/' which 
examination by the microscope proves to be owing to some of the varied 
forms of inflammation of that organ. There is no evidence that the 
meat of these animals is in any way unhealthy. 

As a peculiarity of the meat of cows fatted in our up-town distillery 
milk establishments, Dr. G. stated that butchers can distinguish it by 
its offensive smell, both before and after cooking. The tripe from these 
animals is worthless. This meat was formerly fed to the city paupers, 
but the " Ten Governors" have driven this and distillery milk from their 
premises, to the manifest benefit of all concerned. These meats are 
mostly sold in the little stalls in those parts of the city occupied by the 
the poorer Germans and Irish, but occasionally in our markets. 

Immature mecUs were warmly complained of. Calves not three 
days old, and even still-born, and others cut from the womb of the 
slaughtered dam, are daily sold in our markets, winked at by the clerks, 
whose duty it is to prevent such sales. The report also treated of sheep 
and pigs iu the same manner, and closed with the following resolu- 
tions :— ^ 

Resolved, l^at in the opinion of the New York Academy of Medi- 
cine, humanity requires that the transportation and conveyance of neat 
cattle, calves, sheep, and swine to this city, and from one part of it to 
another ; their proper care and sustenance before being killed, and for 
the prevention of unnecessary erueltyi should be made the subject of 
penal enactment. 

Resolved, That the attention of the proper authorities is particularly 
called to the more stringent enforcement of the laws respecting the kill- 
ing of dbeased animals and the vending of unhealthy and immature 
meats. 

Dr. Detmold exhibited a very interesting specimen of neuroma, re- 
moved by him from the arm of a man fifty years of age, where it had 
existed for ten years. The tumor was of the size and about the shape 
oi an ordinary goose egg, with portions of the nerve projecting from 
each end.* 

The meeting was then adjourned. 



* The oaie will be poUislbBd io full in the next number of the German Medical 
Journal of this city, together with the reralUi of a microecopical exaroioation of lUi 
nature^ and we have the promise of s translation of it for oar next number. 
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11. NEW YORK MEDICAL AND SURGICAL SOCIETY. 
Extracts from the Mxnutei, Bj Gko. A. Pstkrs, M. D. Beeretaiy. 

February 21« 18^2. Dr. McCready reported the case of a boy 12 
yean of age, who eame uoder his care two years ago, at which time he 
complained of intense dyspnoea and fuilpitation ; there was effusion into 
both pleural caviUes and into the peritoneum ; there was also extensire 
anasarca. The heart was enlarged* encroaching upon the right side of 
the chest, but no sounds of Talvular disease were detected on auscultation. 
The ktdneys were healthy. Under proper treatment, the health of the 
patient improved, and he passed from under the Doctor's observation 
until a within a few weeks past, when he was again called to him. 
Found him suffering with anasarca, ascites, irritable stomach, and diar- 
rbsBa. In a short time the boy sank and died. A post-mortem examin- 
ation, shewed the heart completely adherent to tne pericardium, and 
tlw pericardium to the pleura. The right side of the heart was enlarged, 
the auricle upon that side being immensely distended. There was evi- 
dence of old and repeated pleuritis. A large effusion of serum was found 
in the peritoneal cavity, the bowels frequently adherent from very old 
peritonitis, resembling a multilocular cyst. The Doctor considered this 
case as interesting, from the fact that there had been more than one 
attack of effusion into the pericardium, which had been absorbed. 

February 21. Dr. T, M. HaUted, reported a case of convulsicHis oc- 
curring in an infant one day old, which he had treated successfully. The 
child came into the world feet first, and was asphyxiated ; but the. heart 
could be felt to pulsate distinctly. Artificial respiration was resorted to» 
and, after the lapse of three quarters of an hour, breathmg was estab- 
lished. On the following morning the child was seized with convulsions, 
for which a warm bath, and an injection, and half a grain of calomel 
were administered. The injection brought away a free dischara;e of 
meconium, and the patient is now doing well. The Dr. remarked that 
he bad never met with convulsions occurrii^ so soon after birth, from 
which the patient recovered. 

Dr. Beadle alluded to a case occurring in his practice, in which 
convulsions came on 12 hours after birth, and the child recovered. 

February 21. Dr. Markoe reported the case of a patient, a female 
23 years of age, who early in life had been much troubled with carinas 
teeth in the left jaw ; one tooth had been extracted, and the Dentist 
passed a probe up into the antrum. About two years since, a tumor 
appeared in the region over the antrum upon the left side, which in- 
creased in size very slowly until a week ago, whan Dr. M. first saw her. 
He found a tumor occupying the whole maxillary bone» prominent exter- 
nally, and projecting into the mouth. Bony and hard to the feel, except 
at one p<^iat within the cavity of the mouth, where there was slight 
fluctuation occasioned by the breaking down of the bony wall. Dr. 
Buck saw the case with Dr. Markoe, and they considered it to be a 
solid tumor arising from the antrum ; but as there was a possibility that 
it might be merely a collection of fluid within that cavity, tbej decided 
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to panoiure it. An opening was accordingly made at its most depend* 
ing portion, and three teaspoonsful of whitish, cardj, serous matter 
were discharged. There was no solid tamor whatever. A tent hat 
heen kept in the wound, and a permanent cure is hoped for. 

March 6. Dr. PotI reportea a case of carcinoma of ejelid and cheek, 
SQCcessfuU J treated by the use of nitric acid as an escharotic. Patient 
a woman, 10 years of age, who had suflfered from the disease for a year, 
and had been under various treatment without relief. She first pre* 
seated herself to Dr. Post in September last, when he determined to try 
the application of strong nitric acid. The cancer involved the entire 
under lid of the left eye, and extended downward upon the cheek ; the 
tumor was hard and ulcerated. 1 he acid was applied twice h week for 
the first two or three weeks, and after that regularly every S^iturday. 
On the last application, no vestige of the disea^^e remnined. Slight ec- 
tropion exists, from the contraction of the cicatrix. The application of 
the ttcid does not occasion much pain, and the small quantity which 
necessarily comes in coiitcict with the conjunctiva produces merely tem- 
porary irritation and redness. 

Dr. Du Bois considers this a rare disease ; only three cases have 
presented themselves at the Eye Infirmary during the past year, and 
none the year before. 

Dr. Markoe remarked, that Dr. Post's report of this case was very 
interesting, these affections of the lid and cheek being considered by 
many as not cancer, but merely malignant ulceration. That it is a local 
disease is proved from the fact, that after extirpation with the knife, it 
doea not return. He had this same patient under his care some months 
ago, and had treated her with various remedies ; among others Du- 
puytren's powder had been applied, but with no beneficial effect. 

Dr. Van Ar^daiee^Bted that he had seen one of these cancroid affec- 
tions involving the nose^ which a surgeon of this city had controlled 
by the actual cautery. 

March 0. Dr. Markoe reported a case of fibrous tumor of the ute* 
rus, obstructing delivery. Patient aged 26 years. During gestation 
she had complained of pain low down in the left iliac region, but was 
not aware of the existence of any tumor. On questioning her hus- 
band, however, it was ascertained that for some months past he had 
been aware of the existence of some obstruction within the pelvis, in- 
terfering with connection. When Dr. Markoe first saw the patient, 
at 9 o'clock in the evening, she had been in labor 36 hours, and it was 
evident that the progress of the labor was obstructed by a tumor. Dr. 
Delafield had seen the case a few hours previously, determined as to its 
character, and advised further delay. Upon passing the finger into the 
va^na, a tumor of the size of a child's head was distinctly felt, occu- 
pying about two-thirds of the pelvis. The head of the child was felt 
above it. It was impossible, at this stage of the proceedings, to deter- 
mine its origin, but it appeared to arise from the posterior wall of the 
uterus, as the cervix gradually lost itself upon the tumor. One strik- 
ing peculiarity of the case was, that the os uteri presented lower down 
han usual, and was not dilated, although perfectly dilatable. The child 
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ascertained to be living, bat it being determined on consultation 
that ito life must be sacrificed, the Dr. proceeded to open the head and 
break down the brain ; this gave no relief, the resistance still continu- 
ing. As the patient was in good condition, she was left through the 
night with her physician in attendance. On visiting her next morning. 
Dr. M. ascertained that she had passed a pretty comfortable night, and 
bad slept a little. Upon a vaginal examination, the head was found to have 
come down very much more within reach. In the course of two hours 
more, the head diminished still further in size, came down by the tumor, 
and presented. From this time there was no special embarrassment, 
except that the tumor again came down and obstructed the delivery of 
the shoulders. The child was of full size. The uterus did not contract 
readily after the deliverv. Upon passing the hand into the vagina, a 
fibrous tumor was found in the posterior wall of the uterus. The pla- 
centa came away by making gentle traction on the cord. The patient 
is now doing well. Chloroform was not administered in this case. 

Dr. Markoe considers it good practice, after performing embryoto- 
my, to wait fi-om 4 to 6 hours for the alterations in form and consistence 
of the foetus, and the expulsive efforts of the uterus. 

In this connection Dr. WaiU inquired, What influence fibrous 
tumors of the uterus, interfering with the proper contraction of that or- 
gan, had in producing dangerous hemorrhage after labor ? 

Dr. Bwett remarked, that if they exist in the neck of the uterus 
they do not occasion hemorrhage ; but if in the body or fundus, hem- 
orrhage would be a very probable result, except in those cases where 
they exist immediately under the peritoneum, when their growth is 
outward. 



Letters an Syphilis, No. 10. — By M.Ph. Ricord. Translated from the 
French, by W. P. Lattimosb, M. D., for the Med. Times. 

My Dear Friend : — To-day I am about to speak to you of the pox. 

As you may have remarked, I have not, for an instant, lost sight of 
my point of departure. 

What was it ? — To seek the specific causes of diseases reputed ve- 
nereal; to study in a more rigorous manner their mode of action, in 
order, finally, to arrive at a more exact knowledge of their conse- 
quences, and of their treatment. 

In the preceding letters, I have sought to demonstrate that if 
blenorrhagia might have a special cause, it was not always easy, or even 
possible, to distinguish this special cause from the common causes ci 
inflammations of the raucous membranes ; I have sought to prove that 
this cause was not that which produces syphilis, properly so called; 
that its consequences were wholly difierent, and that its treatment, un- 
less empirical, could not be that which ought to be opposed to the 
pox. 

I would be very happy in meritmg, upon all these points, the criti- 
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ebm of M. Vidal, who asaerts that my efforta have succeeded only io 
proving that *« two and two make four." In referring to all that still 
occurs in syphilopatfay» I see that this proof cannot be so easily made 
for all. 

The cause of syphilis not being in blenorrbagia, where must it be 
sought? 

Do not urge me to precipitate myself into the obscurities of history. 
I have done this, and often ; I declare to you, my dear friend, I believe it to 
be impossible there to find the truth. The farther we go back, the less 
* does the light penetrate ; and at length we reach a point where the obscu- 
rity is complete. Thus, having reached this point, authors only advance 
by groping ; ihey stray unceasingly, and we stray with them. 

Where did syphilis commence ) 

With whom did it commence ? 

I fear that these questions will never be answered. What we can 
affirm is, that syphilis, such as we know it at the present day, does not 
develop itself spontaneously in man, it is always transmitted. And yet, 
as we have already remarked, we encounter it in no other class of ani- 
mals. I am well aware that quite recently your journal announced 
that syphilis had just been found in Italy in the horse ; before believing 
this, I await more complete symptomatic descriptions. Yet it would 
be singular if the pox, which some accuse of having, for the first lime, 
been propagated in the human species in Italy, should also first appear 
there in the horse. 

What strikes every man who studies history without preconceived 
ideas, is the meeting in the old writers, and in those who are anterior 
to the epidemic of the fifteenth century, with perfect descriptions of all 
that we to-day recognize and range among primitive antecedents. Could 
we, to-day, trace a truer and more exact tableau than that of Celsus ? 
Gralen goes as far as to find relations between the accidents of the geni- 
tal organs and those of the throat. William de Sallicet knew that primi- 
tive ulcers of the penis were contracted hs a result of compromising 
intercourse with debased women ; he perfectly establishes the connec- 
tion which exists between ulcers of the genital organs and buboes, &c. 

What was wanting to the observers, and to the historians of the pox 
of early times, was the more exact knowledge of the filiation of the 
symptoms, of the relations and of the genesis of the primitive and the 
constitutional accidents. What was the leprosy of that epoch ? Is the 
leprosy of the Greeks, or of the Arabs, which we now know, similar to 
that antique leprosy ? In no wise, for the leprosy of that day was fre- 
quently contagious ; it was often communicated by sexual intercourse. 
Evidently, this is not our actual leprosy. The Bible, in spite of all the 
efforts of commentators, gives us but little light in regard to its history. 
It is probable that the divine inspirer of the holy Scriptures had weighty 
reasons for leaving some obscurity on this point. 

I make no pretensions to retrospective science ; the labors of Astruc 
have alarmed me too much ; and I confess that I am but little tempted 
to undertake such an immense labor fiir so slender a result. But who- 
ever it be who studies syphilis, however little he may be tormented 
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with a desire for knowledge, will demand, what I have a hundred times 
a^ed myself: What, then, was the terrible epidemic of the fifteenth cea- 
tiiry, and whence came it ? 

Some contemporaries have made it come from the stars. I am un- 
able to do it myself, and I do not know how others have retrospectively 
sought what passed astronomically at that epoch. What is ceitain, is 
that syphilis always reigns, although Jupiter be to-day much more 
virtuous, and Saturn and Venus do not yield to conjunctions which had 
•uch sad consequences for the human race. We are then forced to 
seek our explanations upon the earth, and to consider our subject from* 
a less elevated point of view. 

This terrible epidemic, this veritable '93 of the pox (1493), which 
no contemporary at first thought of making come from the New World, 
found this origin in the writings, and the active propagandismof Ovi6do, 
from motives into which it is useless to enter, and the explanation of 
which will be found in the religious, political, and Jesuitical history of 
the time. 

We know that it was this fable which became the theme of the im- 
mense romance edited by Astruc. God preserve me from discussing 
it ; this is a work already done, and well done by Sanchez. I will 
only indulge in a slight observation in a pathological point of view. 

To have determined an epidemic upon so grand a scale, it would 
have been necessary for all, or nearly all, the sailors of Christopher 
Columbus to be infected with syphilis. 

It would have been necessary, during a very long voyage, which 
Was not then made by steamers, for the primitive accidents to remain 
at the period of progress or of specific ^tatu quo, capable of furnishing 
the contagious pus, which we will presently study. 

What is very remarkable, the sailors of the fleet, having arrived at 
Lisbon and at Bayonne, did not first infect tho women of these ports; 
and yet is it probable that, contrary to the habits of sailors of every 
age, these were continent upon arriving in port ? Well ! it is not to the 
women of Lisbon and Bayonne that they communicate their disease ; they 
depart for Italy, where they find the army of Qonzalvo dc Cordova, in May, 
1495. and it is there that they communicate the pox, — to whom ? . . . 
We know nothing of this, unless it be that in Italy, in the midst of the 
three armies, Spanish, Italian, and French, a disease already known 
from 1493 or 14 94, raged with fury, each one of the belligerent parties 
hurling back the shame of having communicated it to the others. 

I do not wish to insist longer upon this historical question, so en- 
tangled and obscure, and which I do not at all pretend to clear up. I 
simply ask myself, if this epidemic of the fifteenth century resembles our 
venereal troubles of the present day, and I find that they certainly do 
Dot. The accidents which we now observe resemble those which the 
ancients have described from time immemorial, infinitely more than they, 
resemble the epidemic of the fifteenth century. 

Here, my dear fiiend, permit me to impart to you, but with the re- 
serve and discretion which such things demand, an idea which I believe 
to be fruitful. I submit it, under the simple form of an indication, to 
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some young and laborious confr^ vbo is fortunate enough still to be 
at that happy period of life when investigation and research are pos- 
mble. 

In carefully studying the epidemic of the fifteenth century, I am 
struck with a fact which appears to me intensely interesting. The mode 
of transmission of the accidents, their gravity, the predominance of the 
constitutional aflfection over the local phenomena which were either 
wanting, or passed unnoticed,— all that seems to me to resemble what we 
at present know as acute glanders and farcy much more than the pox. 
Van Helmont emitted an analogous opinion which some thought per- 
fectly absurd ; he considered the pox as coming from the farcy, the 
result of I know hot what beastly and infamous connections. Aside, 
undoubtedly, from the disgraceful source whence he drew his ojnnion. 
Van Helmont perhaps was not far from the truth. 

Remember, my dear friend, tb^t the knowledge of glanders and of 
farcy in man is entirely recent, while the aptitude of man to contract 
this disease, which has existed from all times in the horse, cannot be a 
recent fact. How many men affected with glanders and farcy mitft 
have been considered as syphilitic I 

The mode of transmission of the epidemic of the fifteenth century must 
strike you. The disease was frequently communicated by the breath iu 
churches, in confessionals, to such a point that Cardinal Wolsey, ac- 
cused of having the pox, was put on trial for whispering in the ear of 
King Henry Vill. This mode of propagation is wholly inexplicable for 
syphilis, which demands an immediate contact. 

I am well aware that all the authors of the time do not admit the 
transmission by simple contact with the breath. Fallopius ridicules 
Victor Benoit, who observed nuns contract the pox through the thick 
gratings of the parlor ; Fallopius thinks that there was here mixed a 
little of what he calls holt/ water. But however it may be, may not 
the epidemic which certain authors, and Paracelsus among others, have 
already considered as a mixture of the old venereal troiibles with lep- 
rosy, be, with more probability, considered as a mixture of the old 
veuereal troubles with glanders and farcy ? The glanders, so spontane- 
ous and so easy of production in the horse, especially in time of war, 
aiid with its accompanying impedimenta 

Study the symptoms, and you will see the gravest accidents mani- 
fested from the beginning, and, as it were d*emblie, something which does 
not occur in the syphilis of the present day ; you will see inoculable pus 
produced in all pans of the body, something which we do not see in our 
syphilis. 

Perhaps I deceive myselii but it seems to me that there is here a truly 
interesting subject of research ; there seems to peep forth the first light 
of a truth, which up to this time still escapes \is. We owe this 
truth to the splendid labors of M. Raver and of his school, of M. 
Renaud (of Alfort), upon this terrible malady, with which man finds 
himself so unfortunately possessed, and to which I find such striking re- 
semblances with the epidemic of the fifteenth century. 
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How many and what fine things may he accomplished on this sah- 
ject ! 

Is it known what may he the result of the glanders transmitted from 
man to man, as it is removed farther and farther from the hoi^se ? 

Is it known what is its hereditary influence ? For persons affected 
with glanders and farcy can procreate, and we are completely ignorant 
of what the products of these procreations hecoroe. 

I would be yery happy to kindle the zeal of some laborer of our sci- 
ence. It strikes me that there is here an ample harvest of glory to be 
reaped. 

But I acknowledge that these ideas are yet yague, and are still in the 
region of hypothesis. I understand very well that your readers must he 
desirous to see me enter upon the field of reality. I approach it ; adopt- 
ing the conclusion of Voltaire, 1 say that syphilis is like the fine arts, 
the origin and the inventor of which are unknown. But what I do 
know is, that at this day we find it in a source, alas ! too certain ; and it 
is from this source that I will draw my next letter. 

Yours, RICORD. 



Ciiitnrial. 



The report of the Committee on Public Health and Legal Medicine of the 
New York Academy of Medicine, presented by the Chairman, Dr. J. H. Gris- 
com, at its last meeting, which has been published in some of the daily papers, 
and of which we have given a brief abstract under the head of the proceed- 
ings of that body, opens a subject of deep interest, both to the public and the 
profession, and we trust will lead to some practical steps in the matter. The 
inadequacy of the present means at command for t)ie relief of the indigent 
poor of our city is acknowledged by alt, and the manifest insufficiency of the 
present sanitary arrangements to meet the requisitions of our rapidly increas- 
ing population is matter of daily comment and regret The great amount of 
service rendered by our profession, either gratuitously or for a pitiful return, 
which is rather an aggravation than a relief of the burden, is known and felt 
by too many of our members, to render it necessary for us to enlarge upon it 
Any plan which ofiersa chance for remedying the whole of these evils at once, 
combining better care of the sick, removal of the causes of disease, and fair 
remuneration for services rendered, should be hailed with pleasure by all. It 
has been well said, that the members of no other profession are guilty of the 
folly of working the best part of their life without fee or reward. 

Under the same head will also be found an abstract of a report on the 
meat of New York, by Dr. Gardner, a paper of considerable value, the more 
satisfactory because it finds so little cause for censure, though perhaps it 
might have been more interesting had it been more condemnatory. It is a 
proper sequel to the report on distillery miJk, made by Dr. G. some years 
since, the influence of which on the community was, doubtless, salutary. Pa- 
pers like these are of practical value, and their production should he encou- 
aged by the Academy. 
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STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

The New York State Medical Society commenced its Second Semi-annual 
Meeting in the Hall of the CoUegre of Physicians and Surgeons, Crosby street, 
June 29th. President, Dr. Alonzo Clark, in the Chair, and about eighteen 
members present. In the absence of the Secretary, Dr. Hun, Dr. T. F. Cock 
was appointed to act mro tern. Prof. Jos. M. Smith, welcomed the Society to 
the Halls of the College. Committees to arrange business and to admit 
Honorary members for ^e session were appointed. 

The President read an address, one of the most important suggestions of 
which was, the construction of a series of blank forms, embracing various 
important diseases, to be printed and circulated, in order to obtain statistics 
on an uniform basis. 

Dr. Tuthill read an elaborate and valuable paper upon vital statistics, 
which was referred for publication. 

Prof. C. A. Lee read a paper upon the moving forces of the circulation, 
:iving a resume of the various theories propounded in explanation. Mrs. 
Villiutl's opinions received full consideration. 

Dr. Swett read a paper on the Pathology of Bright^s Disease, in confirma- 
tion of the views on this subject recently brought forward by Dr. Johnson, of 
London, that the disease is a fatty degeneration of the kidneys. Dr. Van 
Arsdale exhibited under the microscope a number of specimens, illustrating the 
appearances presented by this degeneration. The two microscopes used were 
manufactured by an artist, residing at Brooklyn, of the name of Grunow. 

Wednesday, June 30th, 9 A. M. — Dr. J. R. Wood, of this city, then gave 
a history of a remarkable case of rupture of the bladder successfully treated, 
in a boy about ten years of age. The little patient was exhibited, much to 
the satisfaction of the members. Dr. Wood remarked, that of some 80 simi- 
lar cases, whose histories had been collected, not more than two or three had 
recovered. 

Dr. Thomas Spencer read a very able paper on the " Atomic Theory 
of the Growth of Vegetables,** accompanied with large colored diagrams, by 
which he illustrated all the changes that take place in the vegetable organiza- 
tion, which he attributed to the chemico vital action of six elements, which 
were prominently displayed by new chemical symbols, viz. : two supporters 
of combustion, chlorine and oxygen ; two leading combustibles, carbon and 
hydrogen ; and two combustible metals, sodium and iron. By the instrumen- 
tality of iron at the leaf, the carbonic acid for tree growth is made from the 
food of plants, as the Dr. explained ; and the strict analogy of leaf and lung 
respiration was pointed out in part, although time did not allow his present- 
ing the animal branch of his subject in full, as he had been invited to do, and 
sustained with uncommon abiliiy. The pcaper was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Publication in the State jfedical Transactions, published annually by 
the Legislature. 

Dr. Parish, of Philadelphia, then presented copies of the Pennsylvania 
Medical Transactions, calling attention to one feature of them — the study of 
epidemics in connection with the geological structure of their different locali- 
ties, and thankmg the society also for the honor of being elected an honorary 
member. 

After the action taken thereon, the President passed the Society over into 
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the handd of the Committee of Arran^meata, under whose direction they 
visited the New York Blind Asylum^ tne tnstUution for the Deaf arid Dumb^ 
the Reservoirs, the High Bridge^ &c.; calling, on their return at the elegant 
country seat of Dr. Mott, at Bloomingdale, by whom they were entertained in 
the most hospitable manner. 

In the evening, the Society attended a meeting of the New York Patho- 
logical Society, at their rooms in the Crosby street College, which was also 
attended by a large number of physicians, many of them from other sections 
of the Stote. 

Numerous specimens of interest were exhibited, and made the subjeets of 
valuable practical remarks. 

Thursday, July 1st, 9 A. M. — ^The Society again met, according to adjourn- 
ment, at the College. The President, Dr. Clark, made a very interesting com- 
munication to the Society on the subject of Pneumonia, containing some new 
views as to the nature of the changes which occur in its different stages, after 
which the Society adjourned for the purpose of visiting the various hospitals 
and establishments, at the invitation and under the charge of the Governors 
of the Aims-House, on Randall's, Ward's, and Black welPs Islands, and at 
Bellevue. 

This excursion afforded the members great satisfaction, and impressed 
them very favorably with the character and management of our public bene- 
volent institutions 

Friday, July 2d. — ^Dr. Corson read an interesting paper on the ^ Func- 
tional diseases of the heart, their rational and physical signs, and treatment," 
which was referred to the Committee on Publication. 

Dr. Van Buren then read a paper on the operation of tying the subclavian 
arterv, with statistics of the operation, together with a report of a case, in 
whicn he operated successful -y, the patient being under the influence of chlo- 
roform, and with the result or saving the patienvs life. Dr. V. B. stated that 
he had collected 101 cases in which the operation had been performed ; 43 
deaths out of the whole. 

This was a valuable paper, and was also referred to the Publishing Com- 
mittee. 

Dr. Peet, President of the Institution for the Deaf and Dumb in this city, 
read an elaborate paper on the statistics, treatment, causes, &c. of deafness 
and dumbness, containing many interesting results, of which our limits will 
not allow us to give even a brief abstract. It was regarded as a very valuable 
contribution to science, and measures were taken to ensure for it a circula- 
tion commensurate with its merits. 

Dr. Spencer gave an outline of some points connected with the paper which 
he had read, which were rendered brief by the near approach of the hour for 
visiting the New York Hospital, to which institution the Society then ad- 
journed, where they examined with much interest and satisfaction th<^ im- 
provements in ventilation and warming recently introduced. 

The afternoon was chiefly devoted to an exposition, by Dr. Clark, of the 
Statistics of Pulmonary Consumption. Thanks were then voted to the man- 
agers of the different public institutions for their kind invitations, also to 
Drs. Mott, Cheesman and Stevens, and to the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, for the ample accommodations furnished, when the Society adjourned^ 

An invitation was extended to the Society to meet the New York Academy 
of Medicine, and to visit the new College Edifice of the University of the 
City of New York, in Fourteenth street, which were accepted, but owing to 
the many other pressing engagements, could not be met. 

The meeting was then adjourned, after four days of pleasant and profitable 
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intercourse. Such occagions contribute very much to the promotion of good 
feeling among distant members of our profession, as well as to mutual infor- 
mation; and we trust that the plan of semi-annual meeting;!, exclusively devo- 
ted to scientific and practical purposes, will be continued. 



Wlinpyjiital MuktL 



Lectures on Histology, delivered at ike Royal College of Surgeons of England, 
in the Session 1860^1. Elementary Tissues of Plants and Animals,-^By 
John Quekbtt, Assistant Conservator of the Museum of the Royal College 
of Surgeons of England. Illustrated by 159 wood-cuts. London, H. 
Bailli^re, 219 Regent street and 290 Broadway, New York.— 8vo., pp. 215. 

Mr. Quekett's contributions to Microscopical science, have been numerous 
and valuable. His " Practical Treatise on the Microscope " though speciall v 
adapted to the latitude of England, is well known as high authority on all 
subjects connected with the practical part of microscopy. 

His " Histological Catalogue " of nearly 7,000 diflferent microscopic objects 
in the Museum of the Royal College, is destined to become a most valuable 
work of reference, in the various departments of healthy and diseased tissues. 
But one quarto volume of this elaborate catalogue has yet been published ; 
this contains a minute description of more than 1,100 specimens of vegetable 
and animal structure, and upwards of 400 engravings of the most interesting 
of these specimens. 

The volume before us, though less comprehensive and less complete than 
either of the others, is not less important. It embraces the substance of eigh- 
teen Lectures on the Elementary Tissues of Plants and Animals. We say 
substance of these lectures; for we can hardly suppose that they constitute the 
entire lectures, some of them being so short as to occupy only four pages of 
large type, and others only seven or eight pages, including the figures. Nine 
of these lectures are devoted to vegetable, and the remaining nine to animal 
Histology; all of them were originally published in the London Medical 
Times for 1851 ; they are now first republished in a collected form, with con- 
siderable additions. 

The Lectures on Vegetable Histology, we regard as much more complete 
than those on the Animal Tissues; and we are glad to see the elementary 
structure of plants brought forward, in a way likely to attract the more par- 
ticular notice of the Medical Profession ; for ever since we have had any 
practical experience in the use of the microscope, for medical purposes, we 
have been convinced that no one can be an accurate observer of either healthy 
or diseased tissues, without a reasonably extensive acquaintance with the 
structure of vegetable tissues. We leave out of the question the advantage 
of this knowledge as an assistance in the study of the animal tissues, and the 
close relation which the two departments bear to each other; but 8imt)ly state 
that we do not consider any practical physician, who employs the microscope 
as an assistance in the diagnosis of his own cases, competent to give a positive 
opinion on any doubtful point of physiology or pathology, without sufficient 
knowledge to determine whether the structure he is viewing is vegetable or 
animal ; and this is a point not always easy to determine. We have ourselves, 
more than once, mistaken a vegetable cell for an animal structure ; we have 
mistaken and exhibited the spiral and scalariform vessels of plants for muscular 
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fibre, and been often puzzled in the examination of urine or otiier objects, by 
the presence of certain bodies which a more perfect acquaintance with the 
subject has enabled us to decide at once were of vegetable or foreign nature. 
Thus much we have thought it necessary to say, by way of insisting on the 
importance of a knowledge of vegetable histology ; for it has become some- 
what the fashion, among those who use the microscope ** only for diagnosis,'' 
to undervalue the knowledge of what may be termed the collateral branches 
of Medical Histology ; we mean, more especially, the knowledge of the ele- 
mentary structure of plants, and of that large class of the lower orders of 
microscopic beings, known collectively as Infusoria. 

We repeat, therefore, we are glad that this subject of vegetable histology 
has been treated in a way likely to command the attention of the Medical Pro- 
fession, and we heartily commend this work of Mr. Quekett to all those who 
desire to keep pace with that progress which characterizes the Medical Science 
of the present day. 

As already stated, we consider the portion of the work devoted to vege- 
table histology the more complete, although we do not think the space here 
devoted to this branch is by any means adequate to all that is now known, and 
might be concisely written, on the subject: still, these Lectures give a fair and 
accurate idea of the leading facts in vegetable histology ; so that, while they 
will not satisfy the wants of any one who desires to study thoroughly this 
branch of science, they will yet teach many things, and in an impressive way, 
to him who knows but little on the subject. 

Mr. Quekett justly regards it as a difficult matter to draw the dividing 
line between vegetable and animal tissues. He says : ^ Zoologists, botanists, 
and chemists, each and all, bestowed the labor of years on the solution of 
this question, and have endeavored, but without success, to establish some 
decisive character by which animals and plants may be distinguished. 

'^ In the earlier periods of natural history, the power of spontaneous mo- 
tility, and the presence of a stomach, were considered as the distinguishing 
characteristics of an animal. It is now well-known that certain conferva 
possess the power of locomotion, while the sponges and some allied families 
of animals are destitute of both these attributes. Chemists in former times, 
considered the presence of nitrogen as a distinct proof of the animal charac- 
ter of the tissues containing this element; but more modem researches have 
demonstrated that nitrngenized matter is a necessary constituent of the grow- 
ing parts of plants. Histological inquiry, as I have already stated, has proved 
eaually incapable of solving this question ; the appeal to the higher powers 
of the microscope having rendered the problem more complex, by the discov- 
ery of a common in place of a distinctive character : namely, the primary cell, 
or starting point for all organic beings." — page 4. 

Regarding the cell as the "starting point for all organic beinffs," we wish 
Mr. Quekett had been a little more explicit as to the methods of cell-forma- 
tion. This subject, so perplexing to the student, is only briefly alluded to in 
the account of vegetable structure, and altogether omitted in the description 
of the animal tissues. The knowledge of cell-structure being the key to the 
development of both vegetable and animal tissues, we should have been glad 
if he had given us his views as to the different modes of origin of cells, the 
changes they undergo, the forms they may assume, and their final de-'tiny. 
This is clearly important knowledge, necessary to a right appreciation of the 
subject. 

The nine lectures treating of the Histology of animals, do not pretend to 
be a complete treatise on the elementary tissues, but only of such of them as 
were noticed in Mr. Quekett's lectures of 1850 — '61. Hence, we have no 
account of the structure of nervous matter, of epithelium, epidermis, hairi 



1862.] Bmiographiml Notiee%. 84T 

mucous, or serous membranes, teeth, and only a very brief aceonift of the struc- 
ture of muscle and of bone. The subjects that are discussed are, (basement) 
membrane, fibrous and areolar tissues, cartilage, adipose tissue, and pigment ; 
of these, cartilage is the one most fully and ably treated. But even here, as 
in the other tissues, we have no information in regard to their dewlofmeini: 
as to their mode of origin, we are left without the least ray of light 

This we must reganl as an important omission in the book, and It must 
have been so regarded by those who listened to the lectures. We are amonff 
those who believe the day has gone by« when even students will be satisfied 
with the mere statement of well-known facts in regard to the anatomical 
structure of fully developed tissues ; they want to know sometldng of the 
origin, the modes of development, and reproduction of these tissues. 

The text of Mr. Quekett's work, is beautifullv and aptly illustrated, with 
169 excellent wood-engravings of vegetable and animal structure. These, 
with the typography and general stvle of the work, are faultless. 

It should be staled, that most of these engravings are made from prepara- 
tions already figured and described in the ** Histological Catalogue,*' before 
referred to; and in some instances the descriptions of the various tissues in 
the catalogue, and the matter of these lectures, are substantially the same. To 
those who do not possess that catalogue, which in this country is a rare and 
somewhat expensive work, we gladly commend the volume of lectures as the 
only one with which we are acquainted, treating solely, and in a concise man- 
ner, of vegetable and animal Histology. The subject of Animal Histology, 
we are informed, will be continued in a future volume. 

A History of the Art cf Midmfery: A Lecture delivered at the College tf 
Physicians and Surgeons, Nov, llth, 1851, introductory to a course of private 
instruction on Operative Midwifery, showing the past inefficiency and present 
natural incapacity ^females in the practice cf obstetrics. By Augustus K. 
Gardner, M. D., Fellow of the New York Academy of Medicine, &c., &c. 
New York, 1862, pp. 32. 
The title of this pamphlet is an index of its contents. Dr. G. has traced 
the history of the art of midwifery back to its vei^ earliest period, com- 
mencing with what the Scriptures give us on the subject. The dates of the 
principal improvements in the practice of midwifery, both in operations and 
mstruments, are introduced, and many interesting items and reminiscences 
collected together. Dr. Shippen, of Philadelphia, was the first to give public 
instruction in midwifery in the New World, in the year 1762 ; and in 1767, 
the medical school in New York, under the direction of King's, now Colum- 
bia College, was founded by Dr. Tennant, Professor of Obstetrics. Dr. G. 
is a warm advocate for the use of chloroform in labor, having been among the 
earliest, if not the first physician in New York to administer it in such cases. 
As to mid wives, he says "the student of the history of midwifery will in vain 
seek to find a single instance recorded of any useful practical discovery made 
by the midwife. They perpetuated the errors of the time — they have not in 
a single instance up to the present day, scarcely excepting Mesdames Lacha- 
pelle and Boivin, been the authors of a solitary improvement in the art" 
Their success in practice would also seem, from statistics, to be far from flat- 
tering, parturition having been fatal to less than half the number in those un- 
der the care of male attendants in the Iving-in hospitals of London and Dublin 
than in those in the hands of mid wives m the same cities. 

Dr. G. thinks that unfavorable results are too often attributed to the use of 
instruments in labor, which are owing to other causes, and, perhaps, to with* 
holding their use, and that accurate statistics of cases of vesico and recto- 
vaginal fistulas and of rupture of the uterus during labor will show, that 
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these occur much more frequently when the forceps has not been used. He 
thinks that *' the resources of art are too little called upon in this community, 
and thereby much unnecessary suffering permitted, and much injury done to 
tiie women, and children's lives unnecessarily sacrificed." The lecture con* 
dudes with remarks on the dangers which menace the practice of midwifery 
in this city, two of which Dr. G. particularly specifies, the carelessness and 
inefficiency of the profession itself, and the love of mammon ; closing with a 
strong appeal in behalf of fresh acquisitions, and constant study, and watchful* 
neas to maintain the dignity, ihtegrity, and efficiency of the healing art 

f xtrart0 from ^nreign ^auniai3. 

Case of a wound in the cervical region from a pistol ball. Ligature of the 
vertebral artery. Read before the Academy of Medicine of Paris, by M. M. 
Maissonneuve, Surgeon of the hospital Cochin, and Alexis Favrot. Translated 
from PAbeille M^dicale of April 3d, 1852, by Charles D. Smith, M. D. 

Until the present day, the vertebral artery has been considered inaccessi- 
ble, as regards the application of surgical means. Deeply situated in the 
midst of important part3, its long passage, through the bony canal of the 
transverse processes of the cervical vertebree, has rendered its ligation almost 
impossible. 

M. Velpeau, in his excellent work on operative surgery, cites several in- 
stances, where the wounding of this artery resulted fatally ; in neither of 
which was ligation of the vessel attempted. 

M. Hippolito, an Italian surgeon, published a paper, in 1834, attempting to 
prove that this artery could be tied; but it has never been performed on the 
living subject. 

The case we are about to present will enable us to realize the remarkable 
progress of operative surgery ; in the first place, that the vertebral artery can 
De really exposed ; and, again, that its lig.ition can be performed without any 
serious injury to the circulation of the brain. We are happy to state that this 
new conquest belongs to French surgery. 

On the 11th of February, Madame X. received whilst standing, a ball, 
discharged from a pistol, in the anterior region of the neck. On the border of 
the left lateral portion of the cricoid cartilage we found a circular wound of 
small dimensions, which, at first sight, did* not appear to penetrate deeply ; 
but, upon inquiry we found that serious hemorrhage followed the wound. 
From this, we decided that the ball had penetrated farther into the tissues than 
we had anticipated. A slight swelling was apparent about the left lateral 
region of the neck, where, also, the patient complained of violent pain : this 
pain extended down the left arm, which was the seat of considerable numb- 
ness, without being at all paralysed. The respiration as well as the voice 
was normal ; deglutition easy, and the other functions regular. The probe, 
introduced into the wound, discovered to us that the cricoid cartilage had 
been denuded on its left lateral portion ; and that the ball had then slid 
from above downwards on the side of the trachea and esophagus, within the 
carotid artery, the internal jugular vein, and the pneumo-ffastric nerve ; that 
it had then penetrated as far as the spine, where it was implanted, in the body 
of the sixth cervical vertebra. There we were able to feel it, distinctly, and 
by the aid of a very fine dressing forceps, introduced into the wound, several 
efforts were made to extract it. We seiied it several times, but as the least 
effort at traction brought on severe pain, and symptoms of syncope, we 
judged it prudent to desist from farther attempts. We feared that the ball 
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had penetrated as far as the borders of the spinal canal, and that its extrac- 
tion might result in fatal consequences. In order, as soon as possible, to 
prevent inflammatory symptoms, the patient was subjected to the most ener- 
getic anti-phlogistic treatment : bleedings were resorted to, and opiates and 
absolute rest prescribed. Under the inflnence of this treatment, considera. 
ble amelioration was apparent in the condition of the patient: the inflam- 
matory tumefaction was moderated, and we began to entertain hopes of 
her life. 

The 19th of February, eight days after the accident, hemorrhage from the 
wound took place, which stopped iiself. On the morning of the *JOth,it was 
renewed more abundnntly, but ceased again ppontiineously ; finally, on the 
evening of the same day, the bleeding returned with increased force, imposing 
upon us the immediate necessity of resorting to means to 6tt)p it. The dan- 
ger becoming more and more threatening, we deemed it advisable to proceed 
at once to the operation. 

An incision, five inches in length, was made along the anterior border of 
the eternomastoid muscle, a little without the wound, which exposed the 
carotid artery and the internal jugular vein. The vessels were found perfectly 
intact, the ball in leaving them without, denuding but not wounding them. 

It was easy, in this la^ge opening, to recognize the cricoid cartilage, of 
which the left lateral portion had been isolated ; and the first rings of the 
trachea, as well as the esophagus, which the ball had denuded without injury. 

In exploring the bottom of the wound to search for the vessel which 
caused the hemorrhage, we found, implanted in the body of the sixth cervical 
vertebra, the ball, which we considered ought to be immediately extracted. 
Profuse hemorrhage followed this operation, which was immediately arrested 
by the finger introduced into the cavity of the body, and renewed on its re- 
moval. This experiment was repeated several times, with a similar result, 
from which we concluded that the hemorrhage proceeded from a wound of the 
vertebral artery, in the canal of the transverse apophysis of the vertebrae. 
In view of so serious a crisis, and for which science did not furnish any pre- 
cedent, we were, for a moment, uncertain how to proceed. The life of our 
patient was in danger, and it was necessary to resort to some method to stop 
the bleeding. Whilst the index finger was in the body of the vertebra, we 
endeavored, by a minute dissection, to expose the trunk of the vertebral artery. 
After several attempts in this way, we distinctly perceived the orifice from 
which the blood flowed. The vessel was immediately seized and secured by 
means of a forceps with a slide; and under it was passed Cooper's needle, of a 
very short curve, armed with two ligatures, one to tie the artery above, and 
the other below, the forceps. On withdrawing the forceps, we experienced a 
lively satisfaction in finding that the vessel had been effectually seized, and the 
hemorrhage was stopped. 

Another artery, more superficial, which we recognized later as being the 
mferior thyroid, was then tied without difficulty. During this long operation, 
the patient was under the constant influence of chloroform, without which ad- 
mirable agent we believe its performance would have been almost impossible ; 
taking into consideration that the patient presented an uncommon embonpoint, 
which, in increasing the depth of the organs, rendered difficult the dissection 
in a region so delicate. The wound was united, only in its upper half, by 
means of adhesive plaster, and the two principal lif?atures, were supported 
without, with care, and protected against traction. Nothing occurred to inter- 
rupt the favorable progress of the wound. 

On the 29th of February, the ligatures came away without effort. From 
this the patient improved day by day until the 5th of March, at which time, 
fever unannounced by chills, manifested itself suddenly, following a violent 
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moral emotion, and continued without interni|ition until two o'clock of the 
aflerooon of the 9th ; when, whilst making her toilet, the patient waa seized 
with violent pain in the cervical region, uttered a cry, and fell immediately 
into a profoand coma. This lasted until half-past nine in the evening, when 
she died, notwithstanding the most energetic treatment 

Autopsy, (hirty-stx hours after death, — ^The autopsy performed in presence 
of Dr. Tardieu, gave us the following results: The wound of the neck cica- 
trized only in its upper half, extended by an oblique passage to the body of 
the sixth cervical vertebra, leaving within the trachea and the esophagus, and, 
without, the carotid artery, the internal jugular vein, and the pneumo-gaatric 
nerve. The inferior thyroid artery, divided at the point where it changed its 
course, contained In its interior, a solid clot of about half an inch in length. 
The tninHverse process of the sixth cervical vertebra was broken down, and 
exposed the vertebral artery divided, of which the upper and lower extremities 
were filled by a solid clot, to an extent of about one inch. Behind thin artery, 
the fifth pair of cervical nerves was exposed. The body of the vertebra was 
hollowed in a deep canal, of which the extremity communicated with the 
spinal canal by a small orifice, evidently produced in the lattt^r part of her life, 
and resulttog in necrosis of the thin shell of bone which formed the extreme limit 
of the wound. The spongy tissue of the bone was infiltrated with'pus. A 
sero-purulent exudation existed in the spinal canal, as well in the exterior, cel- 
lular, us in the sub-serous tissue of the coverings of the spinal marrow. 
No other lesion existed in these important organs. We place before the 
Academy this anatomical specimen, in which can oe found the principal facts 
we have just stated. 

Curability of Aortic Aneurism. Dr. Bellingham has recently read a paper 
before the Surgical Society of Ireland, from which we draw the followmg 
details : — 

1st. That Aneurism of the Aorta, is not necessarily an incurable disease. 

2nd. That it appears to be more amenable to curative treatment than is 
usually supposed. 

3ra. That treatment ought always to be especially directed to this object 

4th. That when a spontaneous cure occurs, it is always by the gradual 
deposition of the fibrin of the blood, in layers within the aneurismal sac, until 
it is filled up. 

5th. That if wf^ hope to succeed in efiecting a cure, it must be by imitat- 
ing the mode in which nature brings this about 

6th. That in order to favor the gradual deposition of fibrin, we should aim 
at diminishing the mass of blood, and lessening the strength and rapidity of 
the current through the aneurismal sac. 

7th. That this can only be indirectly accomplished by acting upon the 
general circulation. 

8th. That neither bleeding, purgatives, diuretics, digitalis, nor the various 
other remedies which have been employed in this disease, can be depended 
upon for pruducing these effects. 

9th. That an extremely restricted diet, especially in fluids, continued for a 
certain time, appears to have the effect of rendering the pulse small, compres- 
sible, and slow, and at the same time of diminishing the mass of blood. 

10th. That this method of treatment, to prove effectual, must be steadily and 
perseveringly carried out, and must be continued until a decided impression 
is made upon the disease. When employed as a preliminary to compression, 
pain will be diminished, and the duration of the treatment considerably 
abridged. — Dublin Medical Press. 
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faria. 

I>oMi8na PMMMy/vonM Medical College,~^T>r, F. G. Smith, J. M. AHen, and 
J* J. Reese hare aeeepted the Profe88orship« of Irutitutea of Medicine^ Anatomy, 
and Medical Chemiatry, and PKarmaey in tnis Institntion. The two last named 
^laira haye been lately yacated by death and resignation ; the chair of Institutes 
is a new creation. These gentlemen haye leotared on these branches in different 
institutions, and haye acquired a reputation which, with their high personal char- 
acter and professional standinff, cannot but render them valuable accessions to any 
sdiool witn which they may be connected. The Pennsylyania Medical College^ 
thus oi^anized, may fairly anticipate a successful career. 

American Medical Ataoeiatum. — ^The Treasurer of this Association has issued a 
circular, informing its members and the institutions represented, thal^ in conse- 
quence of the necessary increase of size of the volume for its Transactions at the 
last session, the price will be raised to five dollars to those who do not remit 
the money previously to the first day of September next^ If the amount is remit- 
ted previously to that time, the price will oe three dollars for one copy, and five 
dollars for two. Those who have paid their assessment of three dollars for 1852 
are entitled to one copy, but must remit the amount as above to secure additional 
copies. 

Homceopathic Practitionere, — ^The Fairfield (Conn.) County Medical Society hav- 
ing diemiaeed from connection with it three individuals ** notoriously in the practice 
of Homoeopathy," and having referred to the State Medical Society to ratify their 
proceedings, a Committee of that Society, of which Dr. Worthington Hooker was 
Chairman, reported that, "in accordance with their By-laws, every physician who 
becomes a Homoeopathic practitioner should at once, on proof of tne fact, be ex- 
pelled from the Society," and therefore recommended that the action of the Fair- 
field County Medical Society be not ratified, but that the subject be referred back 
to that Society, that they may act in compliance with the By-laws, and expd 
instead of simply ditmiea the offenders. A thousand extra copies of the Report of 
the Committee were ordered to be printed for the use of the members, and for 
distribution. 

Weekly Mortality, — For the week ending June Sdth, 880 : Consumption, 41 ; 
pneumoma, 8; apoplexy, 12 ; scarlet fever, 10 ; measles, 2; small-pox 10; croup, 
11; cholera infantum, 18; colic, 2; diarrhoea, 10; inflammation of bowels^ 7; 
dysentery, 11; convulsions, 33; typhus fever (induding "typhoid"^ 6. Week 
ending «fuly Sd, 348: Consumption, 27; pneumonia, 18; apoplexy, 12; scarlet 
fever, 7; measles, 11; small-pox, 11; croup, 10; cholera infantum, 20; cholera 
morbus, 8; diarrhoea, 14; innammation of bowels, 9; dysentery, 14; convulsions, 
32; typhus fever (including "typhoid")^ 8. Week ending July 10th, 332; Con- 
sumption, 38; pneumonia, 12; apoplexy, 15; scarlet fever, 6; measles, 14; small- 
pox, 4; croup, 5; cholera infantum, 81; cholera morbus, 7; diarrhoea, 14; 
inflammation of bowels, 18; dysentery, 13; convulsions, 29; typhus fever (in- 
cluding **typhoid"X 6. Week ending July 17th, 446 : Consumption, 39; pneu- 
monia, 18; apoplexy, IS; scarlet fever, 9; measles, 18; small-pox, 4; croup, 6; 
cholera infantum, 82; cholera morbus 5; diarrhoea, 16; inflammation of 
bowels, 17; dysentery, 27; convulsions, 44; typhus fever, 8. Week ending 
July 24th, 589: Consumption, 56; pneumonia, 11; apoplexy, 10; scarlet fever, 4; 
measles, 11 ; small-pox, 13; croup, 10; cholera infantum, 74; cholera morbus, 16; 
diarrhoea, 27 ; inflammation of bowels, 12 ; dysentery, 41 ; convulsions 45 ; 
typhus fever (including " typhoid"), 6. 

Foreign. Mueanna — New remedy for Tapeworm^ — Dr. Pruner-Bey used this 
article by advice of M. D'Abaddie, and has given it with success m nineteen 
cases during the past two ycar& In one case, he gave it mixed up with hashed 
meat, the patient taking nothing else but a little rice, and having taken only a little 
of the same artide the night Mfore. The next day the whole worm passed, in 
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seyeral pieces, somewhat softened. It is said to destroy the wonn without cansing 
YomiUng.— {Bulletin Ginir. de Thir., Jan, 80, 1852.) 

Mortality from Cancer. — ^Bir. Paget, in a leetnre npon Malignant Tumors, ob- 
senred that persons operated upon for cancer died, upon an ayerage, thirteen 
months sooner of their disease than those who were not operated upon. The 
average was taken from upwards of 60 oases, omitting all tnose who died from 
the immediate effects of the operation. — Lancet. 

Brompton Ho9piial far Contmnption and JH^eawn of the ChetL Curahility of 
Contumption. — A recent report from this institution presents the following gratify- 
ing results: of 474 in-door patients, 8i6 were discharged cured, or greatly bene- 
fited ; 68 died, and 90 were still under treatment. A new wing is being added to 
the main building which will accommodate 280 patient&-*Jk/«d 7lme« and Gaz, 

A medical man in Breslau has been fined 40 thalers for not attending to a par 
tient who sent for himl 

Cholera. — ^This terrible disease is said to be preyailing in Upper Silesia, a part 
of the Pruraian Kingdom, where great misery prevails. Should it extend to Ger- 
many its ravftges will be dreadful, for dearth and misery have, of late, been on 
the most fearful scale, so that the bodies of dead dogs, in a semi-putrescent state, 
have been devoured by the starving inhabitants. — Med. Times and Gaz. 

Starch in Skin Diseases. — M. Cazenave is now employing finely pulverized 
starch, in certain pruriginous affections, by simply dusting it over the afflicted 
parts, or applying it, after the use of an alKaline wash. He sometimes adds to it 
oxide of zinc, camphor, <&c ; eczema, herpes, impetigo are treated with this com- 
pound powder. In prurigo of the genitals, groin, <kc., he employs the follow- 
ing: wnite oxide of zinc, 3ij, camphor Sss. powdered starch, ozs. iv.^-^nn, des 
Mdad. de la Peau, 



MONTHLY BULLETIN OF HOSPITAL ATTENDANCE, LECTURES, Ac. 

FOR AUGUST. 

New York Hospital. — ^Physicians and Surgeons in attendance. PhysiciBn, Dr. 
Bulkley. Surgeons, Drs. Post and Halsted. 

Bellevue Hospital. — ^Physicians and Surgeons in attendance. Drs. Clark and 
Cock. Surgeons, Drs. Parker and Greene. Clinical Lecture and operations 
on Saturday, at 1 P. M. 

Ward^s Island ^<M;H/<zZ«.-^Physicians and Surgeons in attendance. Physicians, 
Drs. A. V. Williams (obstetricial department), Drs. Ford, Cox, and HabeL 
Surgeon, Prof. Carnochan. Surgical Clinique on Saturday, at 1 P. M. 

University Medical College {Fotirteenth street). — Lectures every day except 
Saturday, from 9^ to 11 J A. M. Lecturers, Drs. Paine, Draper, and Post. Cliniques 
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, at 2^ P. M., and on Saturdays, at 10 A. M. 

Crosby street College, — Clinique on Monday and Thursday, at 1 1 A. M. 

New York Medical College (Iliirteenth street). -^JjectuTes every day, except Satur- 
day, at 11 A. M. and 12 o'clock. Lecturers, Drs. Carnochan,, Barker, Doremus, 
andConant Clinique on Monday and Thursday, at 12 o'clock, and on Tuesday, at 
11 A. M. 

JSye and Ear Infirmary^ (Mercer street).^SurgeouB in attendance, Drs. Dubois, 
Buck, and Halsted. Open on Mondays^ Wednesdays, and Fridays, from 1 2 to 
2 P.M. 

New York Ophthalmic Hospital (Stuyvesant street). — Surgeons in attendance, 
Drs. David L. Rogers, and Mark Stephenson. Open on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and 
Saturdays, from 12 to 2 P. M 



OBITriRT NOTICES. 

DiMD, at New Haven, Conn., .Tune 28d, John S. Cbaptn, M. D., <^ this dty, ssed 41 yews. 
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Anginal CoiranuniratiniiB. 

Case of Abscess beneath the Costal Pleura, simulating hepatic abscess. 

By S. CoNANT Foster, M. D., Physician to Bellevue Hospital. 

Catherine Walsh, aet. 20 — was admitted to the Hospital on the 23d 
of April, 1852, at which time the case appears to have been regarded 
as chlorosis, with amenorrhea. She was accordingly put upon a tonic 
plan of treatment, opium, and some of the preparations of iron having 
been given her. After being some time in the house she complained 
of pain in the region of the liver, in consequence of which the tonic 
treatment was suspended. A blister was applied, which gave relief, 
and the tonics were resumed. She was pursuing this course, without 
having obtained much benefit, when my term of attendance com- 
menced, on the first of June ; and it was not until three or four days 
after this that my attention was particularly directed to the pain in the 
side. 

Examination now revealed a considerable enlargement of the 
affected side, with extensive dulness on percussion, and great tender 
ness on pressure. The pain was incessant, preventing sleep almost 
entirely, and the patient was unable to lie on the affected side. The 
pulse was very feeble and frequent, ranging from 120 to 140. A day 
or two after this, fluctuation could be distinguished, apparently deep- 
seated, and giving the impression of fluid in a very tense sac. It was 
communicated by a gentle tap in the epigastric region, to the hand 
placed upon the right hypochondrium. Less distinctly also it was 
conveyed to a point on the side between the eighth and ninth ribs, 
which was slightly more prominent than the rest, and of doughy feel. 
So far as could be ascertained, no diarrhea or other marked symptom 
of hepatic disease had occurred in the case. There was no cough 
and no great amount of dyspnoea. The bowels were regular through- 

VOL. I. — ^NO. 12 23. 
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out. She waa now seen by several of my colleagues, who were dis- 
posed with me to regard it as an abscess of the liver ; and the question 
was entertained of the propriety of making an opening and endeavor- 
ing to evacuate the matter. In the feeble condition of the patient, 
and in the uncertainty that existed whether any union had taken place 
between the surface of the liver and the peritoneum, it was considered 
best to postpone it ; and a supporting and anodyne coarse was adopt- 
ed. At the consultation, the prominence between the 8th and 9th ribs 
was carefully observed, and the possibility of the existence of empye- 
ma was suggested. But the absence of cough, as well as of the usual 
physical signs, respiration being audible quite low down on the chest, 
and no cegophony being present, rendered thb improbable. 

For a day or two the patient showed a disposition to rally under 
the treatment ; but the duluess was observed to increase in extent, 
reaching as high as the third rib, and the fluctuation became more dis- 
tinctly perceptible. On the evening of the 11th of June, she was 
seized with an acute pain in the affected side, and immediately sank 
and died. 

Autopsy — Eighteen hours after death. — Eniaciation not remarka- 
ble. Hepatic region perceptibly dilated as during life. 

The abdomen contained considerable slightly turbid serum. The 
liver was found to be closely adherent to the diaphragm over a space 
as large as the palm of the hand, but had no connection with the pari- 
etal peritoneum. The organ was dislocated downwards and toward 
the left side, extending to an inch below the umbilicus, and across the 
abdomen so as to push the spleen an inch or two out of its normal posi- 
tion. It was somewhat enlarged and congested, blood flowing freely 
from it when cut ; and it presented on its anterior surface a depression 
an inch and a half in length, resembling the cicatrix of a wound. 

On opening the right thorax, not less than a gallon and a half of 
matter escaped, at first dark and rusty looking, as if mixed with de- 
composed blood, afterwards pus alone. Upon removing the lungs, 
liver, and diaphragm together, this matter was found to proceed from 
an enormous sac, situated exterior to the costal pleura, which was 
separated from the ribs and intercostal muscles a circular space of 
about two and a half inches in diameter, commencing at the seventh 
rib, and extending to the lower border of the ninth. The bones were 
here denuded of periosteum^ It was at this point that the bulging 
occurred which was noticed during life. The liver was not at all 
involved in the fibscess, the diaphragm separating it completely. 
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The lungs were perfectly healthy, except one or two obsolete tu- 
bercles, which were found in the lower lobe of the right. The right 
lung was scarcely at all compressed, being nearly of the normal size 
when removed. The pericardium contained a few ounces of serum, 
with a small quantity of recent lymph, and presented upon its cardiac 
portion two or three spots of old fibrinous deposit. The heart was 
flabby, and had a good deal of fat about it. Valves healthy. Nothing 
remarkable was observed in the other organs. 

This case presents several points of interest. That an abscess form- 
ing exterior to the pleura should exist so long and acquire such mag- 
nitude without discharging itself either externally or into the thoracic 
cavity, is very remarkable. The pleura, moreover, was separated from 
the ribs to a very limited extent ; and though this membrane, thick- 
ened by deposits upon its exterior face, and stretched as it must have 
been to a very great degree, formed the boundary in great part of the 
abscess, yet no trace of inflammatory action was found upon its inner 
surface ; no adhesion to the lung ; no effusion of lymph. The direc- 
tion taken by the abscess is also singular, supposing it to have origin- 
ated, as seems most likely, at the point where the ribs were denuded. 
The diaphragm yielding to the pressure and carrying with it the liver, 
made room for the matter in the space usually occupied by the latter or- 
gan, thus leaving space for the lung to expand much more freely than 
it could have done had the matter been contained in the cavity of the 
thorax. Indeed, the slight degree to which the lung was compressed, 
with such an immense collection of matter existing above the dia- 
phragm, is not the least extraordinary feature in the case. 

I have not had time since this case occurred to search the records 
of science, to any great extent, for similar ones. Such cases must, 
however, be very rare. When they do occur therefore, it is desirable 
that they should be recorded, for the sake of the bearings they have 
upon the diagnosis both of hepatic abscess and of empyema. 

17 Amity street, July 10, 1852. 



Oh the Maintenance of Life in limbs separated from the body, by means 
of injections of blood. By E. Brown-S^quard, M. D., of Paris. 

James Phillips Kay has fl)und that blood, injected into limbs of 
dead animals just after irritability has disappeared, is able to re- 
generate that vital property. I have gone much farther, and have 
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discovered that, even in ihnb0 having lost their iiritability, and having 
been rigid for several hours, blood is able to regenerate local life. 

Moreover, I have found tbat it is possible to entertain local life fer a 
very long time (more than 41 hours), in one of the limbs of a dead 
warm-blooded animal. Besides, it is very probable that life may be 
maintained for months, in limbs separated from the body. 

Before relating the last ezperinaent, I must give a short abstract of 
my preceding papers on this subject * 

In many Rabbits and Guinea-pigs, I have injected blood in the arte- 
ries of limbs, separated from the body and rigid for 15 or 30 minutes, 
or even one or two hours. I have found that the cadaveric rigidity 
soon disappeared, and that not only muscular irritability reappeared, 
but that the motor nerves resumed their faculty of exciting muscles. 
This last fact is more particularly important, because it is a good proof 
that the vital property of motor nerves depends on their nutrition, and 
not on an action of the brain or of the spinal cord.t 

In otfier experiments, I divided the body of a living Gruinea-pig 
into two halves, at the level of the lower border of the kidneys, leaving 
no communication between the two halves, except by the a<ma and 
the vena cava. I then tied the aorta immediately below the origin of 
the renal arteries. The muscular irritability gradually diminished and 
gave way to cadaveric rigidity, in between fifleen and forty minutes, 
' after which the ligature was relaxed, and the circulation re^estabHshed 
in the posterior segment of the body. The rigidity was then observed 
to disappear little by Utile, and the muscles and nerves resumed tbeir 
excitability. 

Lastly, inordqr to ascertain if voluntary movements and sensibility 
can be restored to limbs that have been in a state of cadaveric rigidity, 
I have tied the aorta immediately below the origin of the renal artery, 
in many rabbits. After a short time, the sensibility and the volimtary 
movements had disappeared in the posterior limbs. Irritability lasted 
about an hour, rigidity supervened in from an hour to an hour and 
twenty minutes after the ligature of the aorta. The rigidity was per- 
mitted to continue for twenty minutes, and then the ligature was relax- 
ed. The circulation, and by it successively, the muscular irritability, 

* See Gaz. M^d. de Paris, t. 6., 1851, pp. 379 and 421. 

t See, for other proofs, my paper entitled, Experimental Reeearehee tippUed to 
Physiology and Pathology /m the Medical Examiner, No viii, August 185^, p. 483. 
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the excitability of the motor serves, the volttntarymoTements, and the 
sensibility^ were reestablished. 

It results from this experiment, that not only real life, L e. mere 
muscular irritability and exeitabDity of motor nerves, but all the prop- 
erties and actions of full life, can be restored in limbs that have been in 
the Bti^ called rigor ntortu, cacUtteric w jpost-martem rigidity. 

I have also performed some experiments on two decapitated men. 
One ef them was decapitated for thirteen hours, when I injected blood 
into the arteries of one of the fore-arms. Rigidity was then existing in 
the muscles of that fore-arm, and in those of the hand. It soon disap- 
peared in these last muscles, and they resumed their irritability. In 
the other man, the injection was made in the brachial artery, and only 
fourteen hours after the decapitation* The muscles of the arm and 
fore-arm, which were perfectly rigid and had lost for a long time th^r 
irritabOity, became quickly very irritable, and remained living for 
many hours. 

The blood injected in the first of these men was venous, human, 
healthy blood (my own blood) ; in the second, the blood injected was 
the arterial blood of a dog. It is quite indifferent in these experiments 
whether we inject blood of the same species, or of another species of 
animal. I may add that even in cases of transfusion of blood in entire 
animals, the operation may be successful as well when the blood used 
belongs to the same species as when it belongs to another species, if 
the blood has been defibrinated. B^schoff has discovered that it is 
the fibrin of one species of animal which is a poison for an animal of 
another species. My experiments have demonstrated the exactitude 
of Bischofi's opinion. 

An important deduction from my researches is that fibrin is not the 
agent of reparation of muscles. This is completely proved by the 
fact that defibrinated blood is able to repair muscles. Not only fibrin 
is not necessary for nutrition of muscles ; but when defibrinated blood 
-^8 injected into limbs, the blood coming out by the veins, after these 
vessels and also the capillaries have been completely voided of the re- 
maining blood which was in them, contains a small quantity of fibrin. 
Therefore, when nutrition takes place in the tissues of a limb, fibrin 
enters or is produced in the blood circulating in that limb. Is that fibrin 
originated from the globules, or from the albumen of the injected blood, 
or from another element of that blood ? Does it come from the tissues 
through which the blood passes ? I cannot solve these questions ; but 
2 have some good reasons for believing that a part, if not the whole, of 
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that new fibrin, comes from the musclefl in the capUlaries of which the 
blood passes. 

Another interesting fact is that the blood, which was red when in- 
jected, came out nearly black. This change of color takes place as- 
long as putrefaction has not begun in the muscles.* 

I have made lately an experiment with the view of ascertaining 
how long a limb, separated from the body of an animal, may be kept 
living by the influence of injected blood. I have succeeded in enter- 
taining local life a longer time than 41 hours, in one of the limbs of a 
rabbit. That animal was a very vigorous, full-grown one. I killed it 
by hemorrhage. 

Two hours afterwards the rigidity had begun in most of the mus- 
cles of the two posterior limbs, and only a few bundles of muscular 
fibres had still a slight irritability. A first injection of defibrinated 
blood was then pushed in the femoral artery of the right posterior 
limb. Fifteen minutes after the beginning of the injection, local life^ 
i. e. irritability, was restored in the limb receiving blood, and cadaveric 
rigidity had disappeared. The means of testing irritability was the 
old means used by Glisson, Gorter, and all the experimenters of the 
last two centuries, I mean a mechanical excitation. I did not use 
Galvanism, because it exhausts too much muscular irritability, as Au- 
tenrieth, Pfaff, and many other observers, have shown long ago. Be- 
ing aware of this fact, I have always, in my other experiments, used 
Galvanism as rarely as possible. 

Three hours after the death of the rabbit, irritability was still exist- 
ing in the right limb (the injected limb) ; the left was perfectly rigid 
and had not the slightest irritability. Half an hour later, rigidity had 
begun again in the right limb ; blood was injected anew, and rigidity 
disappeared, and local life came again. From that moment until 11 
o'clock, P. M. (the death had occurred at 6 o'clock, A. M., the samo 
day), blood was injected a great many times, and rigidity did not come 
again, and the vital property of muscles was maintained. Of course, 
the leil limb during that time remained rigid, and had not the slightest- 
irritability. 

From 11 o'clock, P. M., until 6 o'clock, A. M., the succeeding day, 
an abundant injection of blood was made every 20 or 25 minutes. The 
irritability was not powerful, but it existed in all the muscles of the 
limb. There was no rigidity at all. The injections were then made 

* See, ftbont this change of color of blood in palsied limbs, my paper in the Jfe- 
Aical Eaaminer, No. viii., Aug., 1852, p. 488. 
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more irequently, once io eachqoarter of an hour, unti] 3 o'clock, P. M., 
at which time I was obliged to stop them during an hour and a hal£ 
At half-past four o'clock, I found the limb rigid ; and only a few bun- 
dles of muscular fibres were still irritable. A very abundant injection 
was then practiced* and rigidity soon disappeared, giving way to irri- 
tability. From this time to 1 L o'clock, P. M., a great many injections 
were made, and irritability was maintained. I was then obliged to 
give up the experiment. At that moment irritability was strong in all 
the muscles of the injected limb, except some parts of their pelvic ex- 
tremities that had not received a sufficient quantity of blood. The 
next morning, that limb was in full and energetic rigidity. The other 
limb had already lost its rigidity, and it had an evident smell of putre- 
faction. The third day after the death of the animal, rigidity was 
strong in the injected limb, while the other was in an advanced putre- 
faction. 

If we compare these two limbs, we find that the injected one had a 
strong irritability at the end of 41 hours after the death of the ani. 
mal ; that it was in fiill rigidity at the 48th hour ; that its rigidity gave 
way to putrefaction only at the 80th hour, and that it was in complete 
putrefaction only at the 94th hour. The other limb was in full rigidity 
at the 5th hour afier the death of the animal ; its rigidity gave way to 
putrefaction at the 48th hour ; and it was in complete putrefaction at 
the 70th hour. 

From this experiment it results that local life may be maintained 
more than 41 hours in a limb of an animal, by mere injections of blood. 
No doubt that it would have remained longer if I had continued the 
injections. How long could life have been maintained ? I cannot 
answer this question positively, but I believe that life could remain for 
months in limbs separated from the body of an animal. I am led to 
this supposition by the preceding experiments, and by the results of 
many other experiments which prove that the nervous system is not 
necessary to nutrition.* 

In the experiment above related, I hare used venous defibrinated 
human blood, and arterial blood of three rabbits. It is nearly indiffer- 
ent whether we inject venous or arterial blood, but it is absolutely 
necessary to inject red blood, i, e, oxygenated blood. Oxygen is neces- 
sary, either because it prevents the alteration of the globules, or be- 
cause it acts directly on muscles, as Gustavus Liebig has found it does 

* See my papers in the Medical Examiner , Philadelphia, No. 5, May, 1853, 
p. 32L No. 8, Aug., 1852, p. 486-97. 
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on their external surface when exposed to air. I believe that oxygen 
is necessary for these two reasons. 

Before finishing, I will point out an evident consequence of my 
experiments on the revivification of muscles. E. Bruecke has given 
not long ago a new theory of the cadaveric rigidity. He believes 
that the fluid existing between the muscular fibres, in the cellular tissue, 
is liquid fibrin, and that the rigidity of muscles is simply the result of 
the coagulation of that fibrin. This theory has been admitted by many 
physiologists, and especially by the celebrated Du Bois-Reymond. 
My experiments prove that this theory is false ; for if there was fibrin 
coagulated around the fibres of the muscles, certainly that fibrin should 
not be rendered liquid again by an action of blood injected in the mus- 
cular blood vessels. 

Br. I>etmold''8 case of Neuroma ; reported by Dr. Roth, translated 
from the New York Med. Monatsschrift, for August, 1852. 

Patrick Hart, 62 years of age, Irish, formerly in the British Army, 
of good constitution, first observed, about 14 years ago, a small hard 
tumor about the middle of the posterior surface of the arm, without 
being able to ascribe its origin to any external cause. The tumor did 
not incommode him at first, and grew slowly. Only about five years 
aflier, Patrick observed a disagreeable burning sensation on the dorsum 
of the thumb, ibre, and middle finger, whenever he turned in bed so 
as to have the weight of the arm rest on the tumor. This burning 
sensation increased soon to violent pain, so that he had to avoid such 
pressure. Any sudden pressure or blow, likewise produced violent 
pain in the above-named fingers, while the tumor itself remained in- 
sensible. While the tumor was growing steadily, these pains com- 
menced about three years ago to be felt vrithout any external cause, 
and became soon incessant. Pressure upon the tumor did not diminish 
the pains, but he could ease himself considerably by strongly compress- 
ing the wrist with his other hand. 

The sensibility of the fingers was not increased, and for the last two 
years they have been entirely insensible to touch or other external 
influences, though still the seat of intense pain. The motion of the 
fingers was not impaired, but the motion of the wrist was ; for when 
the hand was in pronation, he was unable to extend it, and it hung 
down powerless. 

The incessant pains deprived the patient of his sleep, which he 
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GOiili only procure, s ftw brief hours at a time, bj raising his left arm 
above his head, and supporting the tumor with the other hand, evi- 
dently beeauae in this position the nerves were less dragged upon by 
the weight of the tumor. 

Under these circumstances, the patient sought relief at the clinique 
of Dr. Detmold. The skin over the tumor was natural and loose ; the 
tumor, about the size of a goose-«gg, was laterally movable, but not 
so in its longitudinal axis. Durbg these manipulations, the patient 
twitched violently on account of the severe puns in his fingers, which 
he compared to the sensation as if you hit yourself hard on the elbow. 

The diagnosis of the tumor as neuroma in the course of the 
musculo-spirai nerve having been established. Doctor Detmold per- 
ibrmed the operation in presence of the writer and several other phy- 
sicians. Dr. D. made a longitudinal incision somewhat longer than the 
tumor, and divided the fascia. The triceps, which spread over and 
covered the tumor, was divided in the course of its fibres, and thus 
the neuroma laid bare. The nerve which entered it at its upper ex- 
tremity was divided ; the tumor was then easily detached from the 
surrounding tissue, and then the nerve was divided at its eadt from the 
tumor. 

The tumor when extirpated, had somewhat the shape of a large 
goose ef^g with pointed ends, its longitudinal axis measuring about 
l^ree inches. It was surrounded by a tense sac, and had the firm- 
ness of a fibroid tumor ; it was very elastic, giving to the touch the 
sensation of fluctuation. The tumor was preserved entire, fi)r the pur- 
pose of being thus exhilnted before the New York Academy of Medi- 
cine. After it had been preserved for about a fortnight in alcohol, it had 
collapsed considerably, and was soft, the sac was no longer elastic, 
and the alcohol had assumed a dark red color, evidently from the ex- 
tracted coloring matter of the blood. 

The ends of the nerve which passed into and out of the tumor were 
nornoal in thickness and structure. The neurilemma was not thick- 
ened, and was continued uninterrupted as the sac of the tumor, where 
it became, however, a strong fibrous fascia of the thickness of about 
half a line. On dividing this fascia, the fascicles of the nerve were 
seen to diverge and spread fan-shaped over the greatest convexity of 
the tumor ; they then converged again and passed out as one nerve. 
The fascicles of the nerve, adhered more firmly to the inside of the 
fascia than to the tumor itself, which could easily be separated 
from them, and showed a pretty smooth surfiice. On making a section 
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of the tumor, it bad a smooth whitiah-yellow appearance, of an equal 
consistency, here and there containing a few smaU cavities of the size 
of a pea, which, from the nut-brown color of their walls, seemed to 
have contained blood. Under the microscope we found all the parts 
peculiar to this kind of tumor ; areolar tissue, elastic fibre, &;ct so that 
the tumor itself belongs to the class of fibro-sarcoma. 

Immediately after the excision of the tumor, the above-described 
pains in the fingers disappeared, and have not since returned ; but 
sensation, which before the operation had been lost completely, re- 
turned gradually and steadily ; so that now, aboutseven weeks after the 
operation, the insensibility is limited to the dorsal surfaces of the first 
phalanx of the thumb, while the second phalanx, with the nail, is 
already sensitive. On the contrary, before the operation, the motion 
of the fingers, as was mentioned above, was not impaired, and only the 
motion of the wrist was imperfect ; but after the operation, the motion 
of the first four fingers was paralyzed, and the hand hung down with 
the fingers half bent, and the thumb strongly adducted, only the little 
finger could be bent and extended. But even this paralysis improves 
gradually; and, although at present but very feebly, yet the patient has 
some command over the motion of the fingers. When we consider that 
a piece of over three inches has been extracted fi:om the continuity of the 
nerves, and that only seven weeks have elapsed since the operation, the 
amount of motion which the patient has already, though yet very feeble, 
and the almost ncHrmal sensibility, are very striking facts. As a repro- 
duction of the excised nerve is out of the question, we must conclude 
that renovation is brought about by anastomosis with other nerves, 
especially the median. The most striking proof of this conclusion is the 
fact that the thumb nail is already sensitive, while the dorsum of the 
first phalanx is still insensible. 

I. NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 

BY J. BOLTON, M. D., SECRETARY. 

Stated Meeting, held at the University, August 4, 1852. President, 
Thomas Cock, M. D., in the chair. Thirty-five members present during 
the evening. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 

Dr. Oriscom, Chairman of the Committee on Public Health, re- 
ported that the Joint Committee, appointed by the Academy, had 
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revised the report referred to them, made some alterations, and had it 
printed in ftill in the New York Tiipes> from which more or less of 
it was copied into all the daily papers. 

Dr. haac Wood hoped that the report would be put into a more 
permanent form, and moved that it be referred to the same conmiittees, 
with power : which motion was seconded and carried. 

Dr. Batckelder asked leave to introduce his friend Dr. Kinne, in 
order that he mip[ht exhibit a magneto-electric machine ibr medical 
purposes. Permission was granted ; but objections being made. Dr. 
Detmold remarked that unless the machine present something novel in 
its construction, or is very portable or cheap, he thought it was scarcely 
worth taking up the time of the Academy. The same instrument is in 
use in Europe. Dr. Isaac Wood moved that it be referred to the 
Committee on Pharmacy, which was seconded and carried. 

Dr. Detmold then exhibited a large tumor which he had lately re- 
moved from the breast of a young lady. It appears to be a hypertrophy 
of the skin. It commenced with a slight elevation near the right nip- 
ple, and gradually increased in size, until it reached the groin. There 
are other tumors of the same nature on the body, one of which was 
removed from the right arm. They appear upon microscopical examin- 
ation to consist of hypertrophy of the true cutis, and resemble elephan- 
tiasis. Various kinds of tumors may be associated with this hyper- 
trophy.* 

Dr. Batckelder remarked that he had seen many such tumors, and 
frequently several in the same individual, and that they are sometimes 
accompanied by others of a malignant nature. Dr. B. referred to 
one case in particular which grew very rapidly, and became of enor- 
mous size, which he treated by compressed sponge, binding it firmly 
upon the tumor, and wetting it. It was entirely removed in the space 
of five months. It returned in about a year, and was again removed 
by means of the compressed sponge. He has employed the same 
mode of treatment in schirrus of the breast, and in lymphatic and bony 
tumors. It is equally applicable to inflamed tumors. He has not seen 
a bubo suppurate for four years, when submitted to this treatment. To 
prepare sponge for this purpose. Dr. B. recommends to take a fine 
sponge, wet it well, and dry it, and then put it into a copying press, 
and press it firmly. When dry, bind it upon the tumor, and then wet 
it ; compression is thus made upon the tumor. 

Dr. Detmold said that he is in the habit of soaking the sponge in a 
solution of gum arabic before compressing it, which gives it more firm- 
ness and consistence, making it as bard as wood, so that it can be cut 
to any shape, and filed and oiled. 

Dr. Batchdder objected to the use of gum arabic, as preventing the 
sponge from absorbing the water rapidly. 

The President announced that he had received a communication 

* A full account of this case will be published iu the next No. of the German 
Medical Journal, in this city, a translation of which we have the promise of for next 
month. 
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from tbe Committee of Arrangements of the American Medical Asso* 
* elation, requesting that the Acsdepkj should appoint a member to co- 
operate with them, preparatory to the meeting to be held in New 
York, in 1853. On motion that tbe appointment be made by the 
chair, the President appointed Dr. J. W. 6. Clements to that office. 

The Foreign Corre9ponding Secretary, Dr. Beadle, reported that 
he had receiyed a letter from Dr. Ricord, of Paris, acknowledging the 
receipt of his diploma as Corresponding Fellow of the Academy, and 
thanking the Academy for the honor conferred upon him. 

The Commiitte of Finance reported bills passed, amounting to 
sixty-six dollars and thirty-two cents, which, on modon, duly seconded, 
were ordered paid. 

Cholera mfimUum was then announced by the President as the 
subject for discussion for the eyening. 

Dr. hcuic Wood remarked that he thinks it is not so prevalent as 
formerly. 

Dr. Jhtmeld being called upon, thought it important to specify 
what the native of the disease is. He considers it a catarrhal condition 
of the bowels, leading rapidly to collapse ; its fatality being owing to 
the waste which cannot be borne, as all the nourishraent in children is 
necessary for their sustenance as well as growth. 

Dr. Chiseom was of opinion that we know nothing about its pa- 
thology. He inquired whether it could be set down as an inflanmia- 
tion, or relaxation of the intestines— or is it a disease of the general 
system ? Post mortem examinations reveal nothing satisfactory. All 
sorts of treatment have been tried, and all fail. Dr. G. considered it 
a true cholera, or colliquative discharge from the muecms membrane. 

Dr. Batehelder, Vice-President, having been called to the chair, the 
President remarked that the disease is one of hot weather ; it is more 
prevalent in Philadelphia than in this city. It is sometimes caused by 
impoverished milk, but it existed before distiUery milk was introduced. 
The diarrhoea is of a specific character ; it is accompanied with Tomit- 
ing, and prostrates the whole system, and produces extreme emacation. 
As to the treatment, he considers that of calpmel and opium the most 
successful, with external rubefacient applications to the bowels. Astrin- 
gents and injections are of little use, unless of the simplest kind. 
Teething aggravates the disease. Change of air is generally beneficial. 

Dr. Beadle has seen cholera in&ntum in the country, but there it is 
much more manageable. It generally yields to mmute doses of calo- 
mel, opium, and chalk, with external irritation. 

Dr. Isaac Wood remarked that calomel is useful to arrest the vo- 
miting, which it will do even in black-vomit and in cholera. In pro- 
tracted cases of cholera infantum, he had derived great benefit from 
tonics, such as muriated tincture of iron. 

On motion of Dr. Clements, the further consideration of the subject 
was postponed to the next meeting. 

The meeting was then adjourned. 
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NEW YORK MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 

Extracts from the minutes. By A, S. Purdy, M. D., Secretary. 

Dr. Pond related the case of a child (age not recorded) affected with 
symptoms of crou^, during the night, which had subsided in the 
morning, when he visited it. He found the surface pretematurally hot ; 
ordered 12 grs. of calomel to be given in two doses. Subsequently, 
the child appeared very heavy and drowsy — after the operation of the 
medicine, more wakeful and better ; but soon relapsed ; at times, how- 
ever, the sleep although sound, seemed natural. Symptoms became 
aggravated, and strabismus supervened — pupil of the eye responded 
to impressions of light — the power of speech lost — ^heat not in- 
creased, and the affection of the head unusual, unlike coma : a blister 
to the neck did much eood, and the patient began to improve. On the 
5th or 6th day, the limbs were affected with paralysis, which has since 
gone off. He can move the tongue and eat, but not articulate. — 
Patient gradually recovered. 

Dr. Beadle mentioned the case of a lady, confined on the Ist of the 
month, who went on comfortably to the 21st, when her bowels be- 
came deraneed. On the 27th, the nurse administered an injection 
which occasioned great pain about the anus, which increased and ex- 
tended up the rectum, along the spine, and into the abdomen, with 
equal seventy. She had a chill which lasted some time. By the as- 
siduous application of anodyne fomentations and injections, with other 
remedies, considerable relief was obtained in about four hours, when 
she had a discharge from the bowels of a large quantity of colorless 
serum. Pulse 120, and feeble. Castor oil was given, which operated 
and greatly relieved the bowels, and she began to improve. Dr. 
Beadle said he was entirely at a loss to know what the cause or nature 
of the difficulty could have been : he had never seen anything like it 
before. 

Dr. Joel Foster said he had been called to see a lad who had 
been some time complaining of trouble in the abdomen. At the time 
of his visit, he found the breathing considerably affected, difficulty in 
the head; pupils dilated and not much iuBuenced by light; loss of 
speech ; tongue clean and drawn to one side ; the intellectual facul- 
ties, but little, if at all affected. He wrote on a slate what he wished 
to communicate. After cupping, leeching, &c., he began to get better, 
and now articulates well. 

Dr. Foster also related the case of a young married lady, of a deli- 
cate constitution, six months pregnant, who, after eating a hearty sup- 
per, was taken at 3 o'clock in the morning with violent spasms, colic, 
and vomiting. She was bled, cupped, and took 30 drops of laudanum 
without relief At 9 o'clock, A. M., she was insensible ; pupils con- 
tracted ; breathing stertorous ; abdomen exceedingly large. Injec- 
tions of castor-oil and turpentine had moved the bowels, but the spasms 
continued, returning every twenty minutes ; puke, 140 and weak, 
extremities cold. With the hope of bringing on labor, rupture of the 
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membranes was resorted to ; and a remarkable quantity (2 1-2 Gals.) of 
water was discharged, which was followed bj some relief ; the pulse, 
however, soon sank ; antispasmodics and stimulants were given, and at 
3 o'clock, P. M., a dead fcBtus was removed, in which no decomposition 
had taken place. In the vertebral column was a deficiency, which 
exposed the spinal marrow its whole length. Spasms occurred until 
10 o'clock P. M., when the patient appeared more comfortable, con- 
tinued to improve, and finally recovered. Dr. Foster inquired whether 
the excessive quantity of liquor amnii, could have had any influence in 
the production of the spasms ? Considerable discussion ensued. Dr. 
Batchelder remarked that he had invariably found the quantity of liquor 
amnii greater in proportion in cases in which the foetus had died some- 
time previous to its expulsion, than in those in which it had been ex- 
pelled alive, and suggested, by way of explanation, that the blood 
from which the child had derived its support up to the time of its 
death, had been used since that event for the secretion of the water — 
the design of which was to prevent an accumulation of blood in the 
womb, which would excite the parturient efforts ; for so long as the 
liquor amnii continued to be secreted, so long would the equilibrium 
between the sanguiferous vessels of the uterus and their contents re- 
main undisturbed, and the accession of labor postponed, or prevented. 
Dr. B. added that this view would likewise explain the fact, that foetuses 
often remain in utero months after they had ceased to live. 

Dr. Batchelder related the case of a young lady, who ten days ago 
(January 10th), took a cold douche of half an hour's continuance, in a 
cold room in which there had been no fire for several weeks. It was 
on the third day of her menses ; the discharge was suppressed, and she 
was seized with fever, delirium, and great determination of blood to the 
head. Various means were employed ; mercury was given until the 
mouth was affected, when the most urgent symptoms were removed, 
and its use suspended, but she complained of a sore throat for several 
days. On examination, a false membrane was found, which extended 
over a large portion of the fauces. The singularity — perhaps 
peculiarity — of the case is that the diptherite should have come on while 
the patient was under the influence of mercury.* Dr. Batchelder also 
reported the case of a lady who had ulcerated sore throat with slough- 
ing. As the sloughs separated, one of them was drawn into the 
rima glottidis, and well nigh suffocated her. 

Dr. Van Pelt reported the case of a gentleman of 45 years of age, 
for sometime aflected with disease of the lungs ; considerable dysp- 
noea and troublesome cough, and no expectoration ; is much emaciat- 
ed. After eating, he vomits a fluid, dark colored, and very acid ; sense 
of fulness and tenderness at the pit of the stomach. Can there be 
schirrus ? The patient h^JUttda in ano, 

* This young lady had bedn for several yean in the habit of applying cold water 
freely to her person, without reference to tier monthly visitations ; but in the present 
instance, being from home dnriog the three days previous, the application bad been 
omitted aaUl the time mentioned in the report. 
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Dr. TayliST sttfted a case somewhat similar, in which he supposed 
there is a tuhercular disease o fthe stomach, an affection rarely asso- 
ciated with cancer. The subject was discussed by Drs. Pond, Foster, 
Batchelder, and Taylor. Dr. Batchelder remarked that vrhenjistula in 
ano accompanied phthisis, the opening into the rectum is generally 
high up ; whereas, when not thus associated, the opening is usually low 
down ; circumstances which might be taken into account in making up 
a diagrnosis. In the former case, no operation should be performed. 

Dr. Taylor reported a very interesting case of erysipelas, which 
had become intermittent, having the regular succession of chill, fever, 
and sweat, every third day, with an appearance of erysipelas on some 
part of the face, more particularly on one or the other side of the nose. 
Quinine had checked the disease. 

Letters on Syphilis, No. 11. — By M. Ph. Ricord. Translated from the 
French, by W. P. Lattimore, M. D., for the Med. Times. 

JDear Friend : — ^The point now is, to determine the source of the 
specific cause of the morbid poison which produces syphilis. 

This poison, we may in this day call it by its name, is the syphilitic 
virus. 

Well, this virus — I need to recall the fact, since some take pains to 
make it forgotten — ^this virus was contested and formally denied when I 
undertook my first researches in syphilopathy. That was the time 
when many physicians no longer dared to give it this name without fear 
of compromising themselves. That was the time when the learned 
Jourdan, in an access of bizarre anger, cried out, ** Call it what you 
will, but do not give it the name of virus !" 

I have reconquered the source of this virus at the point of the lan- 
cet, on which, however, I have not the pretension to place all the 
science, as I have been spirituelly accused by my honorable colleague, 
M. Cazenave. 

It is by studying, comparatively, all the accidents reputed syphilitic, 
that I have been enabled to demonstrate that one of these alone regu- 
larly furnished the purulent matter capable, by placing it in the condi- 
tions which we are about to determine, of producing, by virtue of espe- 
cial irritation, an ulcerating inflammation, identical with that which was 
its source, and reproducing in its turn the same special secretion, the 
same morbid poison, and that without limit. 

The syphilitic lesion, source and origin of the secretion, which, 
placed in favorable conditions, fatally produces the phenomena we have 
just indicated, is the primitive accident to which has been given, and 
which still preserves the name of chancre. 

As I have already had occasion to say, whenever the surfaces, from 
which the morbid secretion about to serve for experiment was drawn,' 
have been visible, positive results have only been obtained and repro- 
duced where chancre existed. 

Is it necessary to repeat that my excellent colleagues, MM. Puche 
and CuUerier, at Paris; that MM. Baum^s and Diday,at Lyons; that 
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M. Renault, at Toulon ; that Seire, at Montpelier ; tfaat M. Thiiy, at 
Brussels ; that M. Lafont-Gouzj, at Toulouse, &c., hare arriveit in very 
numerous experiments, at precisely the same results as myself. 

Whenever chancre has been produced with a secreted matter not 
taken immediately from a primitive ulcer, the secretion was furmshed hj 
surfaces which could not be inspected. The small number of cases, ap- 
parently exceptional, in which chancre has been reproduced with a pu- 
rulent matter collected upon a non-ulcerated surface, find their rational, 
absolute explanation in facts analagous to those the history of which I 
have related. How could it be determined that the surfaces which 
could not be inspected were not the seat of chancre, when they lumidh- 
ed absolutely the same secretion with it ? Ah ! if it were proved that 
the primitive ulcer, the obligatory source of the syphilitic virus, could 
only have its seat upon external and always visible surfaces ; that the 
depths of the urethra and the cavity of the uterine neck could not be 
the seat of these concealed ulcerations, if that was proved, all would be 
said ; but does there exist a single syphilograph who denies the existence 
of the primitive ulcer in all of these regions ; who does not know and 
who does not believe that all syphilitic ulcerations are sometimes invisi- 
ble ? How, then, deny the possibility of the existence of the profound 
and concealed chancre, when it itself furmshes the most irrefragable 
proof of this, that is to say, the secretion ? 

It has been said that inoculation could in no wise serve to prove the 
existence of the specific cause of syphilis ; that it was preferable ta 
await the ordinary results of contagion to arrive at this proof ; for with 
any pus whatever one could produce what I have the pretension to pro- 
duce only with the pus of chancre ; whilst by the mysterious ways of 
the ordinary contagion, phenomena are observed which inoculation does 
not produce. 

It is at least strange that these same arguments should be equally 
employed, both by the supporters of the syphilitic virus, and by those 
who deny its existence. In fact, what said the physiologists ? That 
with any pus whatever, that with any cause whatever, the same result 
was reached, that is to say, the production of all forms of venereal dis- 
eases. And upon what did they rely to sustain this doctrine ? Upon 
motives which may then have seemed reasonable ; upon all the uncer- 
tainties which usually exist in regard to the circumstances under which 
venereal diseases are contracted ; upon the want of examination of the 
women ; upon the plurality of the accidents determined by one and the 
same woman in different men, when this same woman might leave other 
men wholly exempt from unpleasant consequences ; finally, upon all the 
fables which we have already mentioned and combated, and upon 
which it is truly astonishing, after what the speculum has unveiled, to 
see men of such incontestable merit as M. Cazenave, wish still to base 
superannuated doctrines. 

But I am profoundly astonished that the partisans of the syphilitic 
virus, those who recognize for syphilis a specific cause, and for its virus 
a specificness of action, should assert that any pus whatever may pro- 
duce effects analagous to those produced by the virulent inoculation par- 



18&2.] Bioobd's ZeUers an Sj/pKOU. 869 

0xeM€nee, Do the partisans of this doctrine think, that with any pus 
whatever, vaccine or variola maj be produced ? If they should have 
given them, for experimeot, purulent matter, the source and ori^rin of 
which they did not know, what would be their criterion for determining 
its nature, were it not the efifects produced ? And is it not thus that I 
am enabled to distinguish syphilitic pus f 

But to this objection of any put whatever ^ as proof of the inutility of 
inoculation, I have a further reply to make. 

I have inoculated upon the same pntient, and this hundreds of times, 
the pus of chancre, the pus of balano- posthitis, the muco-pus of urethral 
blenorrhagia, the muco<pus of blenorrhagic ophthalmia,the pus furnished 
by phlegmonous inflammations of other regions ; and whilst the pus of 
chancre fatally reproduced chancre, the oUier varieties of pus remained 
without action. What more conclusive proof than this can be desired, 
and what can be opposed to it ? 

However, another objection has been made. It has been said : The 
effects which may be produced by inoculation upon an individual already 
submitted to infection, prove nothing as to the nature of the cause ; in 
other words, nothing can be concluded from inocuLiting the pntient with 
the matter furnished by himself, because, being already infected, every 
wound may and must become syphilitic. 

Here is a strange error, the consequences of which may be very 
grave ; a dangerous prejudice which it is astonishing to see still pro- 
duced in our day under the patronnge of observers who pretend to exact- 
ness and precision. The facts which I have just recalled peremptorily 
destroy this objection. I am well awwre that facts of leech bites, for ex- 
ample, have been cited, which have subsequently assumed the charac- 
ters of venereal ulcers. But be assured, my dear friend, these bites, 
like any wound made upon a syphilitic patient, only become virulent ul- 
cers in as far as they are subsequently infected. Apply leeches where 
there is no contact with inoculable pus, bleed syphilitic patients as much 
as you please, make any other operation whatever, and never, if there has 
been no virulent contact, never will virulent transformation be possible 
Among the numerous observations which I have collected in proof o. 
the truth of this assertion, I will recall the following facts from the clinf 
ique of the Hdpital du Midi, 

At the time when I ha<l a female ward, a patient affected with a 
phagedenic chancre of the Vkilva, was seized with pain in the tibio- 
tarsal articulation : leeches were applii d to the painful part Some 
days afterwards, the patient com p I aiuing of the bites, it was easy to see 
that some of theni had undergone a true transformation, and had be- 
come veritable chancres. This might, for a moment, have been attrib- 
uted to the influence of the general condition ; and some of the students 
did believe in this. As for myself, I had not the least doubt in regard 
to the mechanism of this transflirmaiion. In the first place, all the bites 
were not ulcerated. And again, the patient being seized with similar 
pains, in the articulation of the opposite side, a new application of 
leeches was made ; but this time the biles were guaranteed from all 
24 
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compromising contact ; and this time, too, none of tbe bites underwent 
the least syphilitic transformation. 

I have made a still more conclasive experiment. It has often 
happened that I experimented with the pus of a chancre upon a roan 
actually under the influence of a constitutional syphilis determined by 
a previous contagion ; comparative punctures were made, and here 
again the chancrous matter alone gave rise to positive results. 

Thus, whatever may have been said, it is impossible to compare a 
syphilitic patient to a leather bottle full of virus which escapes from 
the smallest puncture. The image is poetic, but it is incorrect. 

But in order that these results should be fatally obtained, reason 
tells us in advance that the virulent matter niust be taken from a 
chancre at a certain period, that is to say, at the period of progress or 
of specific 9tatu qtto. This is easily comprehended; and I am Bure of 
not wearying you, in seeking to show that if you take the pus to be 
inoculated from the surface of an ulcer which has put on the reparative 
process, you will have a simple, inoffensive pus, which will give you 
negative results ; and that the same ulcer, interrogated at two different 
epochs, at two distinct periods, will say to you yes and no. You will 
conclude then, with all candid observers, that there is here no contra- 
diction in the results of experiment, nor any uncertainty, and that it is 
not an evasion, a subtilty of doctrine, in order to explain facts opposed 
to the principles which I sustain, and such as those of Bru. Whon 
Bru failed in inoculating the pus of chancre, it was for one of two 
reasons : he had either erred in his diagnosis and addressed himself to 
other ulcerations, or else he took the pus from chancres at the period 
of reparation ; there is no escape from this dilemma ; for I repeat it, 
and 1 am ready to prove it to the incredulous, if there are any more 
sUch, the j9tt« of chancre is fatally inoadahle. 

You will perhaps think, my dear friend, that I give way too much 
to the pleasure of writing to you ; but this again is your fault, you 
never stop me. Profiting then by your willingness, I will say to you 
that if the virulent matter, composed of the special morbid poison and 
of a vehicle, is usually formed of a thin, ichorous, sero-sanious pus, 
loaded with organic detritus, it does not always present itself with the 
same characters; it may offer all the known varieties of pus and muco- 
pus. It may be acid or alkaline ; contain animalculae or be wanting 
in them. These different conditions, which may appear contradictory, 
and which thus have served as an argument for those who denied the 
existence of the virus, pertain only to its vehicle and in no wise change 
its nature, which remains always the same. There is but one circum- 
stance, important to be noticed, and which experiments upon inocu- 
lation have verified ; it is that putrid pus is no longer virulent ; gan- 
grene destroys the virus ; it kills if. 

In order to act, whatever may be the seat of the chancre from 
which it has been taken, the virulent matter need not be recently 
secreted and warm. Preserved, as we preserve vaccine virus, it 
acts equally well. Inoculation has proved this, contrary to the opinion 
of Cullerier, which formerly obtained in science. 
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Inoculation has proved the truth of difTerent modest of cont^gioa 
more or less contested, in so far as belief was entertHined in the neces- 
sity of the physiological action, of the orgasm of the part which fur- 
^'nished the contagious matter ; in so far as belief was entertained that 
this should be still warm at the moment of actincr. The observations 
of Fallopius and of Hunter, of chancres contracted from contact with 
the holes of privies; those of Fabricius do Hilden, of accidents con- 
tracted by sleeping in sheets in which infected persons bad already 
lain; and so many others, in fine, have thus become incontestible. 

You will fartlier allow me to say a word in regird to the conditions 
in which the part about to be inoculated must be found. Whatever 
it may be, whether skin or mucous membrane, of no matter what region, 
a slight solution oj' continuity suffices, without the aid of any physiolo- 
gical act, for the fatal production of the effect; here, there are none 
refractory to the primitive accident, as there are for variola and vac- 
cina ; there is no privilege of idiosyncrasy ; equality the most perfect 
exists in presence of a lancet charged with virulent matter. 

Thus then, my dear friend, inoculation made with the pus coming 
from the primitive accident, with the pus of chancre, in the conditions 
which I have just enumerated, has always produced identical results, 
whether the experiment has had for subject the patient who furnished 
the pus, or whether the pus, as sdme experimenters have done, has 
been inoculated from a diseased to a healthy individual. 

It has, however, been further said : it is imprudent, rash, impos- 
sible to conclude any thing from artificiHl inoculation ; you impose 
upon nature conditions other than those in which she is placed in the 
contagion which may, in contra-disiinction, be called natural. And 
anathematizing this artificial inoculation, some have thought proper to 
flay of it what has been said of philosophical experiment : 

« Torture iDterrogates und pain responds." 

Our celebrated physiologist, M. Magendie, to whom you addressed 
your first and so remarkable Lettre MMicale, will tell you what he 
thinks of this indignation of the poets. As for myself, who cannot 
Bpeak with the same authority, I will yet say that I do not deny to na- 
ture her mysteries, that I am aware she does many things by processes 
which she conceals from us : but L likewise assert that it would be an 
unworthy weakness to attempt to render her still more mysterious, 
still further to thicken the veils which cover her ; that it would be die* 
graceful to shut the eyes when she wishes to unveil herself. 

Let us inquire, then, if there be any real difference between the 
natural and the artificial contagion. I will tell you what I think of 
this in my next letter. Yours, Ricord. 
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Ws are happj in being able to onnounee that Dr. Brown-S^qnard will give a 
ootirfle of leotnres on the physiology of the nervous system, and on electro-ph^d- 
ology, in this city during the present month, illustrated by numerous riyisections. 
The lectures will consist principally of explanations of experiments on the smaller 
animals, illustrating different points of the above subjects. In addition to very 
many of his own, he will also repeat some of the leading experiments of his friend, 
Mr. Bernard, so celebrated in this branch of study. Dr. Brown-S^qnard is a 
Laureate of the Academy of Sciences of Paris, and was formerly Secretary of the 
Sdeiete PhUomatiqtie^ and of the Societe de BiologU of that city. He has delivered 
lectures of this nature on a more extensive scale for several years at Paris, and is 
also the author of many valuable papers on different points in physiology. We 
are indebted to him for an article in the original department of our present num- 
ber. The lectures will be of most interest to physicians and to advanced students 
Hie course will be commenced about the middle of the month, and will consist of 
twelve lectures. The price of tickets to be ten dollars. For further particulars^ 
we must refer to the circulars, which will be distributed in a few days. Dr. B. 
has recently delivered a course of the same nature in Philadelphia. We must be 
permitted to express the wish, that, for the sake of those of us who eould like to 
save all needless suffering, it were consistent with his results to adminuter ckhro- 
form before commencing hia operations upon the victims whom he sacrifices at 
the shrine of science. 

We are glad to learn that we are about to have introduced into our country 
the portable hydro-electric Voltaic chain, invented by Dr. Pulvermacher, the vir- 
tues of which have been so well tested in England for several months past^ and 
which comes to us with such high testimonials in its favor. It is a modification 
of the Yoltaio pile, giving us all the effects of Gralvanism in a form much more 
oonvenient and much more manageable than the machines in ordinary use, and 
less apt to get out of o^der. It has the very desirable property of ereating a con- 
tinuous uninterrupted current of electricity of moderate tension, and always in, one 
direction. The inventor received the unanimous thanks of the French Academy 
of Medicine ; and the practical value of the inetrument is attested by Drs. Golding^ 
Bird, Pereira, and many others of the first medical men of London. An agency 
is about to be established in this city, the particulars of which will be made 
known by means of circulars and advertisements, when the arrangements are 
completed for the requisite supply of the instruments. In the meantime^ the 
merits of the article will be tested at the different hospitals and in private praetice, 
as cases proper for its use may present themselves. 



NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS. 

With the present number the connection of the subscriber with the New York 
Hedical Times ceases^ his health being such as to render him unable to do justice 
either to himself or to the work. He b^s to return thanks to his brethren who 
jiave cheered him with their sympathy and their good opinions of his labors, and 



1862.] JSaUoffraphical Ifotieet. zn 

Mgrete being ob%ed to soon to «lMiidoii ftn imdertakiag pknned and oomnenoed 
under snch favorable auspices; but^ in which, eren some months since, the state 
of his health compelled him to seek assistance. To his brethren of the editorial 
corpS) he wonld also tender his acknowledgments for the oourtesj and good feeling 
erer received at theu* hands. 

The Journal will be ooatinned by his friend, H. D. BuUdej, M. D., a prac- 
titioner well known among im^ and not entirely unknown in other parts of our 
country. The subscriber begs leave to apologize for irregularities in the <nrcu- 
lation of the Journal during the few past months : these have arisen from his in- 
ability to give the work that personal supervision which it required. Omissions 
of this kind will be remedied by the future editor and proprietor of the Journal, 
who, we doubt not, will exert himself, both to make the work acceptable as to its 
eontents and punctual in its distribution, and who has our best wishes for hia 
mocesB. 

J. G. ADAMa 
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A Treatise on Diseases of the Chest : being a course of Lectures at the New 
York HospitaL By John A. Swett, M. D., Physician to the New York 
Hospital ; SI ember of the New York Pathological Society. New York: 
D. At>pleton d& Co., 200 Broadway, 1852. pp. 586, 8vo. 

The work of Dr. Swett, for some time past expected, has, at length, made 
its appearance in the handsomely executed volume before us, and but for aa 
oversight should have received a notice at our hands some time since. 

It professes to be a republication of lectures delivered, ten years ago, to a 
class at the New York Hospital, with such changes as extended personal ex- 
perience and the researches of other observers at home and abroad have made 
desirable. 

In matters relating to diagnosis, the rules laid down are plain and jadicious; ' 
sufficiently ample to meet the requirements of the practitioner or advanced 
student, who shall have learned by clinical observation, the meaning and value 
of the terms used, and at the same time free from the elaborate minuteness of 
Walshe, and of continental writers on the same subject. 

It is well known to most of the readers of this journal, that Dr. Swett was 
among the first, in this city, to make generally known by practical teaching, 
the art of physical exploration. He states : 

^ At the time I commenced the study of these diseases, it was in its infan* 
cy; those among our Hospital physicians who were not too old to improve^ 
were groping their way in search of light. Mistakes were, of course, con- 
stantly made; and many, even distinguished men, who saw these mistiikes, pre- 
tended to ridicule an art whieji they were neither willing to learn nor to appre- 
ciate." 

Since that time, matters have changed ; and no physician at present can be 
deemed respectably educated who does not possess a fair proficiency in the 
diagnosis of affections of the chest which Baglivi, and CuUeo, and Gregory 
found it impossible to distinguish one from another. This increased knowl- 
edge in our own country is mainly owing to the teachings of those who have 
acquired the requisite education in the great hospitals of Paris and of Germa- 
ny, befocjB commencing the work of instruction at home. In connection with 
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ihlB, we only need to mention the names of Jackson, Gerhard, snd of the an- 
tbor whose work is now under consideration. 

In relation to one point — a point on which great misconception exists — ^Dr. 
Swett's remarks are most true and pertinent. He is, indeed, speaking of per- 
cussion, but his words apply equally well to the whole art of physical diag- 
nosis. 

**The ^art of percussion seems to be a very simple thing: you may think 
you can practice it perfectly, after a little practice. But it is not so. It re- 
quires much practice and care to percuss the chest well. Look at those who 
have percussed for years; and what a difference is there in the results obtained 
by different practitioners ! One will render a slight difference in sound in op- 
posite portions of the chest quite apparent, while another will obtain only the 
most unsatisfactory results.*' 

How true this is, all ^ho have had to teach hospital students, and who 
have consultation practice in chest affections, can testify. On diseases of 
the lungs, there are in Dr. Swett's work twenty lectures, comprising the sub- 
jects of bronchitis, pneumonia, pleurisy, laryngitis, polypi of the larynx, foreign 
bodies in the larynx, oBdema glottidis, pulmonary apoplexy, emphysema, tu- 
berculosis, and cancer. Two preliminary lectures fire occupied with general 
considerations of the means of diagnosis. 

On page 16, there is an error, probably a slip of the pen, which would in- 
duce the belief that the pleximeter, instead of being the interposed substance 
between the blow and the chest, is the instrument by which the blow is 
given. 

Immedinie auscuUafion, Dr. Swett, we think very properly, teaches as pre- 
ferable to the use of the stethoscope, as a general rule. When that instrument 
is used, he considers the flexible as the most convenient form. Almbst every 
auscultator has a stethoscope which he prefers to all others, owing, probably, 
to the fact that great familiarity has enabled him to acquire results more rea- 
dily than with those to which his ear is less accustomed. For ourselves, we 
do not see that there is much to be insisted on beyond having the stethoscope 
light, short enough, adapted to the external ear of the physician, and so ar- 
ranged at the conical end as not to pain the patient when applied to the chest 
With regard to the flexible stethoscope, we think it is far better for auscultation 
than any other means, mediate or immediate, — 1. In the case of fretful chil- 
dren, and of young children generally ; 2. In patients unable to sit, or to be 
raised in bed ; 3. In auscultation of the venous and arterial murmurs of the 
neck, where slight pressure of a wooden stethoscope would vitiate results; 
4. In determining and defining morbid sounds of the heart, or of aneurismal, 
tumors, especially when the heaving impulse of hypertrophy is present; 5. 
In cases of blistered or very tender skin. Every physician should be able to 
use the stethoscope, as there are many cases in which it is indispensable ; nor, 
without much practice, can the requisite dexterity be attained even by one who 
is expert at immediate ausculttition. 

When speaking of interrupted or jerking respiration. Dr. S., is disposed to 
attribute more value to it as a pathognomonic sign than, we think, clinical ex- 
perience will warrant. He says, " The cause is, perhaps always, the limited 
deposit of miliary tubercles in the lungs." This would exclude incipient 
pleurisy, pleurodynia, nervous conditions of the patient, &c., &c., which have 
been considered as giving rise to the alteration of the respiratory murmur in 
question. 

In the chapters on Bronchitis and Pneumonia, no reference is made to the 
valuable researches of Dr. Gairdner, of Edinburgh, on the subject of pulmonary 
collapse, bronchial abscess, and emphysema, in their relation to inflammation of 
the bronchial mucous membrane, and accompanying obstruction of the tubes. 
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The frequency with which pathological alterations dae to this source are attri- 
bated to pulmonary inflammatipn proper, especially in the case of lobular pneu- 
monia, so called, is now well known. The researches of Joerg, Baiily, and 
Leffendre, and of Dr. West, constitute, in our opinion, one of the most valuable 
and positive advances of late years made in pulmonary pathology. Id a later 
edition of Dr. Swett^s work, notice will undoubtedly be taken of the results ob- 
tained by the investijrations of the above-named observers. 

On the subject of pneumonia, Dr. Swett has four excellent chapters* In 
these all that need be presented to the practical man is set forth with that 
euccinctness and perspicuity which characterize the author. His appreciation 
of the therapeutics of the disease meets our approbation, especially in the mat^ 
ter of venesection and the use of tartar emetic. Proper discrimination be- 
tween the subjects treated is made; and the student judiciously cautioned 
against the somewhat prevalent habit of treating the disease in the same 
antiphlogistic manner, whether the patient be a robust countryman, or a person 
with the constitution of a chtirity hospital inmate. Obvious as the impropriety 
of neglecting, this discrimination may be, we know that there are not wanting 
practitioners who bleed, purge, and salivate their cases of typhoid or adynamic 
pneumonia, as they would those of the most sthenic nature. Of the utility of 
calomel, Dr. Swett seems to entertain a high opinion, at the same time stating 
that ** Statistical comparisons are wanting, to establish its relative value, in 
cases of pneumonia especially, as compared with the tartir emetic." In our 
own minds, the exact value of mercury is very far from being settled, as a 
therapeutical agent in pneumonia. We cannot help believing that this, like 
many other remedial means, ow.es its value mainly to aiUhority, and not to 
the carefully observed effects, when compared with the progress of the dis- 
ease, as ascertained from its natural history. 

In speaking' of the pleurisy of children, Dr. S. notices the tendency of the 
bronchial respiration to be diffused, even when the dullness on percussion over 
the affected side is very great. He says, " I can offer no sufficient explanation 
of this fact." May it not be that the rationale consists in the greater elasticity 
and distensibility of the thoracic boundaries in young subjects, thus preventing 
the great compression of the lung which would otherwise take place ? It is a 
familiar fact that cases of pleurisy in which the effusion is ** ttendue en nappe** 
may give the extent of bronciiial respiration referred to, during the earlier 
days of the disease; and that when the pulmonary elasticity has been over- 
come, instead of the bronchial breathing, we have absence of respiratory mur- 
mur. 

Dr. Swett has never seen a case in which he was convinced of the presence 
of air and fluid in the chest (hydro pneumothorax) without the existence of a 
communication between the pleural sac and bronchial tubes. We, ourselves, 
have met with one such case, as other observers have done ; we think that since 
the publication of Dr. S.*8 work, one has also fallen under his own observation. 
On the subject of pleuritic friction sounds, our own experience differs from 
that of Dr. Swett, inasmuch as we believe them to be much more frequently 
recognizable. In ausculting for this sign, we think a decided advantage is 
gained by using the flexible stethoscope, inasmuch as free play between thft 
diseased serous surfaces is thus insured, from the absence of pressure, neces- 
sary with the ear or wooden instrument. 

Dr. Swett has been fortunate in the result of his operations for empyema. 
He prefers the simple trocar or abscess lancet, for letting out the fluid. He 
says, "A large proportion of the cases thus treated recover, if the operation is 
not delayed too long. About two-thirds of the cases that have fallen under 
my observation have terminated successfully; and this has especially been 
the case where the operation has been performed on children." 
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As to the propriety of the operation in the cases mentioned by Dr. S., we 
entirety agree. They are, 1st. In what Dr. McDonnell, of Dnbtin, styles 
** Empyema of necessity f 2d. In cases rebellious to treatment, such as is 
elsewhere laid down ; and 3d, in cases where there has been partial absorption 
of the fluid contents of the pleural sac, only, the amendment not being suscep- 
tible of increase after a certain point, ana in which ** great dulness,the ab- 
sence of respiratory murmur over a large portion of the lungs, the existence 
of hectic fever and of other symptoms, must lead you to believe that the pus 
is still there, and that it refuses to be absorbed.** 

Inasmuch as it is a matter of great difficulty and often of impossibility to tell 
the nature ofthe effused fluid in pleurisy, we prefer, for the instrument to open 
the chest, the trochar of Professor Schuh, of Vienna, with the simplified mod- 
ifications first brought to our notice by Dr. J. Edward Weber, of this city. 
Should pus follow the puncture, the evacuation is well made ; and in the case 
of meeting with serum, we, by the certainty of preventing admission of air, do 
not run the risk — serious in our eyes — of converting a surface secreting serum 
into one of a pyogenic nature. This instrument, of which a description will 
soon be published, we consider superior to the somewhat complicated pump 
apparatus of Drs. Bowditch and Wyman. Our own impressions are that the 
conclusions to which the former of these gentlemen came (see American 
Journal Med. Sciences, April, 1852), as to the cases proper for tapping in 
pleurisy with effusion, are not at all too general. No reference has been made 
by Dr. S., to the experience of Dr. Blakiston, who is opposed to the operation 
on the ground that spontaneous cure is the tendency and the rule. The re- 
sult of the observation of other physicians, among whom we wish to be ranked, 
does not agree with that of Dr. B. Some remarks of Dr. Walshe would im- 
ply a similar belief; but further reading his valuable article, will show that he 
IS inconsistent on this point. 

In the chapter on laryngitis, there is much to commend. We think 
that Dr. Swett is not inclined to lay sufficient stress on the value of the treat- 
ment by the stronff solution of nitrate of silver, applied to the larynx, in the 
manner recommended by Dr. Horace Green, of this city. From published cases, 
we are strongly inclinea to believe that this treatment is by far the best known. 
Our own prepossessions are also strongly in favor of free vomiting by means 
of powdered alum, as recommended by Dr. Meigs, of Philadelphia. We should 
be sorry to believe that there is a large number of medical men who ** have 
thought best to abandon this mode of treatment (the use of emetics and anti- 
phlogistic remedies), and to leave the case pretty much to the efforts of nature, 
administering anodynes, especially small and repeated doses of Dover*s pow- 
der, and permitting the inhalation of the vapor of warm water, rendered emol- 
lient by medication." 

In speaking of pulmonary apoplexy. Dr. Swett states, what accords with 
our own experience — ^that he has uniformly met with it in connection with dis- 
ease of the mitral valve, and hypertrophy of the right ventricle. 

The etiology of emphysema is considered as not easy to be understood in 
most cases. With reference to this point, we have already made allusion 
when mentioning the work of Dr. Gairdner on Bronchitis. Dr. Swett does not 
countenance the idea so long quoted and believed, that performers on wind in- 
struments are more liable than others to permanent distension of the air-cells, 
constituting the disease in question. 

Seven chapters are devoted to the consideration of tubercles in the lungs 
" the most frequent as well as the most fatal disease of these organs that the 
practitioner of medicine is called upon to encounter." It is a subject which our 
author has ably handled, and one with which he is well known to be thoroughly 
familiar. 
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On the subject of hereditary infinence in tubereolar development, Dr. 
Swetti we think on just grounds, and in entire conformity with the results of 
our own experience, has come to conclusions different from those of the cele- 
brated Lonaon physician, Dr. Walshe, whose statistics would ffo to disprove the 
generally received doetrinei Dr. S. sajrs, *^ My own opinion is, that the hered- 
itary influence in phthisis is a well-established fact ; and that the degree of 
this influence has an important practical bearing.** S<» believe we. The author's 
remariis on this subject are well worth attentive consideration, as are those on 
the relation of climate to phthisical development. 

The opinion that ** acute inflammations of the chest exert a decided influ* 
ence in the production of tuberculous phthisis," is considered by Dr. Swett to 
have but little real foundation. We think he might have put the point rather 
more strongly, in denying the probable production of the disease in question 
by pleuritis. If the common assertion of patients, that their consumption 
originated in a thoracic inflammation be closely analyzed, it will be often found 
to be untrue. We should always consider, in interrogating such patients, the 
▼er^ common self-delusion under which they labor, both as to the number of 
their relatives who have been phthisical, and as to the desire to believe that 
their disease is something diflerent from consumption of the lungs. As an in- 
stance of the manner in which the physician's questions are answered, we give 
the following: 

PhjTsician. — ^Have yon, with your congh, ever spit np blood ? 

Patient — Not that I know of. I never saw any. 

Physician. — So you think you have never spit blood ? 

Patient — I can't say that I ever did. 

Physician. — Did you ever hear any one say you had done so ? 

Patient — Only once, my wife said I spit np a good deal one night 
The patient, in this instance, was a man of very good general intelligence, and 
did not answer through ignorance. Such cases are familiar to all who have 
had much physical exploration of the chest, in the disease referred to. Haemop- 
tysis is considered to act favorably in lengthening the life of a tuberculous 
patient. Our own observation has never furnished a case of long standing 
phthisis in which there had not been hemorrhage from the lungs to a greater 
or less extent This is clearly a conservative process, to relieve unm tural con- 
gestion. With this belief, it will not be difficult to see how pernicious the en- 
erge^ antiphlogistic and astringent practice so commonly resorted to, may 
prove. The fact that first hemorrhages are the most copious as a general 
rule, is not mentioned. 

Those somewhat inexperienced in physical examination will do well to 
remember the diflerential diagnosis between phthisis and pneumonia of the 
apex of the lung. Hear Dr. S. ** I remember, many years ago, when I was a 
dispensary physician, that I was called in, accidentally, to see a child, whonn I 
hastily examined, and finding a limited dullness on percussion, bronchial 
respiration, and mucous rattle under the clavicle, I pronounced the case to be 
phthisis, in an advanced stage. Some time afterwards, when in the same 
house, I saw the child apparently well, and found, on examination, that every 
physical sign had disappeared." This is a fair illustration, candidly brought 
forward, to exemplify the manner in which the above mentioned error may 
be committed. 

We think that Dr. Swett limits the dulness in diagnosticating phthisis in 
its early stage, too much to the subclavicular region. In not a few cases, the 
deposit of tubercular matter takes place posteriorly, giving dulness in the 
supra-spinous and interscapular spaces — ^no appreciable difference in the per- 
cussion-sound being then observable under the clavicles. In doubtful cases, 
auscultatory percussion will often be found of great value. 
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The directionft for treatment are exceedingly Jadioions. Much stress is 
laid on the impropriety of indiscriminately giving to every tuberculous patient 
the expectorant and cough mixtures so often prescribed, with the view of re- 
lieving a symptom of secondary importance, at the expense of a patient's di- 
ffestive powers, on which ultimate cure so directly depends. Recognizing the 
uct that no specific for the disease baa ever beeu found, notwithstanding the 
multitade of remedies vaunted as such, Dr. S. is disposed, in our judgment, to 
attach less value to the administration of cod-liver oil than other observers 
have felt justified in doing, or than this remedial means actually deserves. It 
would not be profitable to discuss the modus operandi of this article. It is 
probably beneficial by furnishing^ something for combustion, besides repairing 
the wasting tissues of the body. It seems clear to our mind that we have no 
other article so generally serviceable in preventing emaciation or in restorinff 
lost weight, in (Hseases where aliment of other kinds fails to be digested and 
assimilated. 

Cancer of the lung is well discussed, and illustrated by the narratives of 
several interesting cases occurring in the author's practice, especially of one in 
which the disease was undistinguishable from empyema of the left chest 

It was our intention to speak of that portion of Dr. Swett's work devoted 
to the consideration of cardial pathology. Our limits, however, will not per- 
mit us to do more than to give it onr cordial approval, and to recommend its 
perusal to those who wish to have clear, succinct, and practical instruction in 
the matters treated of. 



Principles and Practice of Surgery, Illustrated byZ\6 engravings on wood. 
By William Pirrie, F. R. S. E., Regius Professor of Surgery in the 
Mariachal College and University of Aberdeen ; Surgeon to the Royal In- 
firmary, &c. &c. Edited, with additions, by John Neil, M. D., Surgeon to 
the Penna. Hospital, Demonstrator of Anatomy in the University of Penn- 
sylvania, &c. Philadelphia, 1852. Blanchard &> Lea. 8vo. pp. 784. 

We are here furnished with another of those comprehensive and valuable 
text-books on surgery, with reprints of which our sister city keeps us well sup- 
plied, and by doing which she is constantly contributing to the advancement of 
medical science by the dissemination of works containing sound principles and 
judicious precepts. The present work has evidently been prepared with great 
care, by a man of experience both as a teacher and practitioner, and is very abun- 
dantly illustrated by means of well executed wood engravings, the greater pro- 
portion of which are original delineations of preparations in his own museum; 
others were taken from patients under his care while the work was in progress; 
and others are from different acknowledged sources. The author has also intro- 
duced wood-cuts from Dr. Bennett, illustrative of the inflammatory process 
and of the microscopic character of tumors, to whom he acknowledges his ob- 
ligations. The American editor has added several new articles, and some 
illustrations, the new matter being inclosed in brackets, and incorporated with 
the text. Among the additions are remarks on fracture of the thigh, and arti- 
cles on fractures of the face, with illustrations, on exostosis, on anchylosis, 
hysterical aflvction of the joints, and femoral hernia; also remarks on calculus 
oif the kidney ; and a large portion of the description of urinary calculi from Dr. 
Gross's " Practical Treatise on the Diseases of the Urinary Organs," with 
illustrations ; and also remarks on sounding and lithotomy and lithotripsy, 
from the same work, rendering this part of the book very full and valuable. 
The operation of Dr. Hays for strabismus is introduced, and several pages on 
wounds of the neck and chest from Chelins. Dr. Pirrie is evidently familiar 
with the most recent pathology of his subject, and has combined the experience 
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of others with his own so judiciously as to entitle his work to an hooorable 
place among the text-books on surgery, and to make it an instructive guide and 
a valuable book of reference for the practitioner, a value which is enhanced by 
the additions of Dr. Neil. The getting up of the work is in the usual credita- 
ble style of the enterprising publishers. 



Inaugural Address, delivered brf^tre the Sew York Ac4idemyof Medicine^ April 
7, 1862. By Thomas Cock, M. D., President elect To which is added 
the Annual Report for 1861, of the Recording Secretary, J. G. Adams, 
M. D., pp. 30. 

The venerable President of the Academy gives us in this interesting ad- 
dress, a brief sketch of the changes which have taken place during the last 
half centurv in a profession of which he has been an active and an honored 
member. He is indeed, as he calls himself, the representative of a generation 
almost past, being a practitioner of forty-nine years' standing, and having sur- 
vived all but one of those who were in practice when he commenced the study 
of medicine. Dr. John Neilson, sUU in green old age, and extensively engaged 
in professional labor, had then but just commenced practice. Dr. Cock first 
gives us some interesting reminiscences.of the past, and commences with a trib- 
ute to the memory of his preceptor and friend. Dr. Valentine Seaman, whose 
office he entered in the year 1800. Dr. Seaman was the first, in connection 
with his friend. Dr. Edwnrd Miller, to give clinical surgical instruction in this 
eity ; but above all, was the first to introduce here the immortal discovery of 
Jenner. Dr. S. assisted, with others, in the formation of the ^ New York Kine- 
Pock Institution," for the purpose of vaccinating the poor, and supplying gen- 
uine virus for distnbution. The records of those days contain the names of 
many in our profession who were prominent in the organization of humane and 
benevolent institutions. A brief notice is also given of Dr. Nicolas Romaine, 
of whom he says, " in miud and body he had few equals." Dr. C. has also 
introduced in a note a quotation from Hardy's New York, giving a short ac- 
count of the famous **Doctor^8 mob," which occurred in 1787 and 1788 

Dr. Cock next gives a short notice of the medical schools in our city du- 
ring, and for a few years after, his pupilage, and then places on record the par- 
ticulars of the organization of the different societies for social and professional 
improvement in our city since that time, of which he enumerates nine, viz : The 
"Physico Medical Society," the New York Kappa Lambda Society of Hip- 
pocrates," the "New York Medical and Surgical Society," the "New York 
Pathological Society," the "New York Medical Association," the "Harveian 
Circle," the " The Society for Medical Enquirv," the " Society of German 
Physicians of the city of New York," and the " New York Academy of Medi- 
cine," all syf which, excepting the first, we are happy to say, enjoy still an active 
and a useful existence, and are exerting an important influence upon the im- 
provement, and, we believe also, upon the ethics of the profession. He speaks 
hopefully of the Academy of Medicine, which, he says, " with a sound consti- 
tution and well digested by-laws, must flourish and become the center of 
medical attraction in this city and State." And most sincerely do we hope 
that his prediction will prove true, and that this institution will become more 
and more the rallying point of the faithful and the true, and an efiectual bar- 
rier to the progress of quackery, and irregular practice of every kind. 

The report of the ^^ec^etary, which is annexed, gives a summary of the 
doings of the Society for the year 1851 ; a list of the papers read and of the 
cases exhibited, of the new members added, and of those removed by death, 
and other items of interest connected with the business of the Society. 
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Mints to the People upon the Profe$9um </ Medicine, By Wm. Maxweix 
Wood, M- D., Sarffeon U. S. Navy. Author of ** Sketches of South 
America," ** PoIyIle85^'' Sic, Buffalo : G. H. Derby & Co, 1862. p.p. 
67. 

We have perused this little work with much interest^ aad should be glad to 
have it extensively circulated aud carefully read, both by the public and the pro- 
fession. It treats of topics of mutual interest to both ; and while its effect wiU b^ 
to disabuse the former of many erroneous and unjust opinions and prejudices re- 
specting the medical profession, and to raise it in the estimation of all thinking 
and candid readers, it will elevate his calling in the eyes of the physician himself 
and impress him with new views of its high character and its dignity. We 
marked passages for quotation as we read it the second time, but find that our 
limits will not permit even selections from them. Indeed, the whole work is 
but an epitome of valuable information, and of appeals to reason and common 
sense, and we feel that the profession have it in their power to contribute mji^ 
terially to the rebuke of pretenders and the suppression of quackery by pur- 
ehasing copies for distribution among their friends and acquaintances. " The 
work is stereotyped, well bound in paper, and afforded at the extremely low 
price of twenty.five cents. 



A System rf Operative Surgery : based upon the practice of Surgeons in the 
United States ; and comprising a biblu^raphical index and historical record 
of mnny of their operations^ for a period of 200 years. By Henrt H. 
Smith, M. D., Surgeon to the St. Joseph's Hospital, &c. h&. Illustrated 
by numerous steel plates. Philadelphia : Lippincott, Grambo & Co., 1852. 
Part 3d. 

We have already had occasion to express our very favorable opinion of this 
beautifully illustrated work, the third part of which, fully sustaining the cha- 
racter of the former portions, reached us some weeks since. This part is de- 
voted to operations on the neck and trunk. Two parts more complete the 
work, and will be published as soon as due regard to the careful and accurate 
preparation of the plates will allow. The mechanical execution of the work is 
deserving of high praise. When finished, we shall give it a more extended 
notice. 

f)n the Surgikdl lyeatffient cf Polypi of the Larynx and (Edema qf the Ok&is. 
By HoKAOfi Grbbit, A. M., M. D., President of the Facultv, Professor of 
the Theofy and Practice of Medicine in the New York Medical College, 
&c. &c. New Yorkt O. P. Putnam, No. 10 Park Place, 1852. pp. 134, 
with plates. 

We had prepared a notice of this work for our present number, but have 
been compelled to defer its insertion to our next for want of room. 



Inmeatn: MU^nnt. 



University of Zouisville, — ^Professors Drake and Cobb have resigned their Chairs 
in the Louisville University, and remoyed to Cincinnati, to. be succeeded in their 
respective departments, by Professors Palmer and Flint. 

State Medical Society of Connecticut. — ^We have received the Proceedings of 
the Sixtieth Annual Convention of this venerable Society of the Land of Steady 
Habits, one of the oldest, if not the oldest of the organizations of this kind in our 
country. Appended to it is Dr. Worthington Hooker's Report of the Committee 
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on Medical EdneatioD, prepared for the American Medical AMociaiion, which has 
been already so widely circulated, and which is worthy of the careful perusal of 
every physician. RuTus Blakeman, M. D., was elected President for the ensuing 
year. Urs. H. D. Bulkley and John Watson, of this city, haye been chosen Hono- 
rary Members of the Society. The other Honorary Members from New York still 
fiyfng, are Drs. Edward Ddafield, Valentine Mott, Charles A. Lee, and Willard 
Parker. 

TaU College Medical Institution, — The lectures in this well-established Institu- 
tion commence on the last llinrsday of the present month, and continue sixteen 
weeka Dr. Worthin^n Hooker enters upon his duties as Professor of Theory 
and Practice with this session, and will, we doubt not^ form a valuable accession 
to the Faculty. The Medical Department of old Yale enjoys the rare privilege of a 
good annual surplus of funds^ a liberal share of which for the present year has. to 
our knowledge, oeen invested in valuable books, engravings, ]>aintings, and mo- 
dels, for the benefit of those who may resort to her for instruction. 

Harvard Ccllege,'^At the commencement of this Institution, held last month, 
the degree of Master of Arts was conferred upon A. K. Gardner, M. D., of this 
«ty, and Edward Gilchrist^ of the U. & Navy. 

Medical School at SaveamtJL — ^The Savannah Daily News mentions that at the 
late term of the Inferior Court of that county. Dr. R. D. Arnold, P. M. Rol- 
loch, W. G. BuUoch, C. W. West. H, L. Bird, E. H. Martin, J. G. Howard, and J. B. 
Reid, were incorporated for the purpose of establishing a Medical School in that 
dty, to be known as the Savannah Medical Institution ; and that two lots for the 
location of the necessary college buildings had been already purchased by these 
gentlemen; and that in a few days contracts will be entered into for their erection. 

Dr. Robert R Rogers, for ten years past Professor of Chemistry in the Univer- 
nty of Virginia, has received and accepted the appointment to a similar chair in 
Hie Medical Department of the University of Pennsylvania. 

Dr. Andrew McFarland, who has filled the place of Superintendent of the 
New Hampshire Asylum for the Insane for many years in the most satisfactory 
manner, has resigned. 

Dr. B. A. Snow, of Boston, has been appointed Professor of Anatomy and Phys- 
iology in Genesee College, at lima, Livingston County, N. Y. 

Dr. Brueninghausen, who has acted as assistant physician at the Staten Island 
Marine Hospital for the last three years, recently resided. The Commissioners 
of Emigration, at their next meeting, adopted a resolution expressing their entire 
confidence in "the ability and skiU manifested in the discharge of the duties of 
his oflSce." 

The new Insane Hospital at Taunton, Mass., is to cover an area of 26,520 square 
feet, not including the two courts formed between the wings. The front will be 
868 feet long by 40 feet wide ^ the main projection from the centre 50 by 60 feet; 
and there will be three wings running back north, 200 feet by 40 wide. A large 
dome is to be placed over l£e center of the main building, and two smaller ones 
from the center of either wing. The whole building is to be three stories high ; 
and from the top of the spire of the large dome to the gronnd, it will be 116 feet. 



faria. 

DoMESTia Deaths from Chloric Ether and Chloroform, — A case of death from 
this agent occurred in the Practice of Dr. Haynes, of Concord, N. H., in May last, 
a report of which appears in the New Hampshire Journal of Medicine for July, 
and another report, drawn up by that physician himself, in the Boston Med. and 
Snrg. Journal of August 1 1th, in which Dr. H. says that he has been particular 
hi narrating the case, in consequence of the incorrectness of the report in the 
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Journal alloded to. Th« operation for which it waa jgven wag the remoyal of a 
tumor from the thigh of a girl, twelye years of age. The quantity used was %\m 
of concentrated chloric ether. Dr. Haynes is entirely unaole to account for this 
unfortunate result, and says that he has since used, and shall continue to use, 
"this valuable agent^" notwithstanding the sad termination of this case. 

The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal of the same date, also contains the 
record of death from chloroform in that city, in the case of a young man, seyen- 
teen years of age, to whom it was administered while under the operation for 
the amputation of a finger, by Dr Folts. Dr. F. is an experienced surgeon, and 
was entirely exonerated from all blame by the jury which held the inquest on 
the body. 

The wife of Mr. John Davis, of Holden, Mass., also died a short time ago from 
the inhalation of chloroform, while in the hands of a physician for the extraction 
of a tooth. 

JHteoloration by topical tue of nitrate of tilver, — ^At a meeting of the New 
Hampshire State Medical Society held in June last, a clergyman was introduced 
to the Society whose skin had been deeply stained by the topical application of 
nitrate of silver. The change of color aid not appear until after the protracted 
and profuse application of it The relief experienced from its use was so great 
that, thoush cautioned as to its effects, he continued to use it, and said, ** if it is 
necessary for me to use it to enable me to speak, I shall do so, though it makes 
me as black as a hat" He is otherwise in good health. None of the means used 
have had any effect in removing the color. 

Arre^ for anall-pox inoculation. — An affidavit was made yesterday, by Mr, 
Frederick Buhr, against Attila J. Keleraan, the Hungarian who has for some time 
been practicing medicine in the city as a professed physician, for causing the death 
of two of Mr. B's children, by inoculating them for small-pox. Eeleman, formerly 
a tailor, was therefore arrested by officers Sandford and Bachmeyer. The affi- 
davit states that Eeleman pretended that the operation, which was performed 
about the last of May, was vaccination, the vaccine matter being taken from the 
arm of a child which had been vaccinated with matter from the arm of Eeletnan's 
own child, whereas it has been proved that the child from which he took the 
matter in the second instance, had the small-pox and died of it 

One of Mr. Bohr's children, a little girl 18 months old, who was so inoculated, 
took the small-pox and lingered till the 9th instant ; the other child, a little boy, 
«aught it from his sister in a most virulent form, and died on the 18th of July. 
After a full examination, and hearing all the testimony that Eeleman could pro- 
duce, he was committed for man-slaughter. This doctor is the same of whom 
public notice was made a few weeks since, and to stop his mal-practice, an ordi- 
nance was passed by the Common Council. It is said that he has extended thia 
dreadful contagion not only through the city to some extent, but also in the neigh- 
boring villages. — Newark Vaily Advertiser^ Aug, \1tK 

Bheumatiwn. — A writer in the London Lancet recommends pure lime juice 
(two to six ounces per diem) as an almost certain cure for rheumatism. Hooper, 
of the Lafayette (Ala) Tribune, says he once had a friend in Montgomery afflicted 
with the disease, who used the following compound : lemon juice, about one table- 
spoon full; su^ar, two do.; water, ad libitum; maraschine, half a wineglass; daah 
with old Jamaica rum — and swallow. He never got well, though. 

Death by strychnine — Dr. Stiles, of Claiborne, Miss., took a dose of strych- 
nine, a few days since, in mistake for quinine, and died in ten minutes afterwards. 

Cold water for suffocation by '^^damp^ — ^A Wisconsin paper relates an instance 
in which two persons, who sunk insensible at the bottom of a well, suffocated by 
** damp," were resuscitated by the application of cold water. "Water was poured 
upon them, when one of them revived sufficiently to tie a rope around his com- 
panion, and assist in getting himself out of the well 

Antidote for strychnine. — A writer in the Texan Ranger gives an account of 
the successful treatment of some negroes, who had been poisoned with strychnine 
prepared for wolf's bait Melted hog's lard was administered to them freely, after 
they had suffered in great agony for several hours ; and immediate relief was tha 
consequence. 
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WeeUy iforto/tty.— For the week ending July 8l8t» 672; Consumption, 61 ; 
pneumonia^ 9; apoplexy, 14; Boarlet fever, 4; measles, 10; small-pox, 8; cronp^ 
10; cholera infantum, 100; cholera morbus, 11; colic, 1; diarrhoea, 84; inflam> 
mation of bowels^ 16; dysentery, 42; convulsions, 56; typhus fever (including 
"typhoid "X 18. ^or the week ending August 7th, 649: Consumption, 46; 
pneumonia, 9; apoplexy, 16; scarlet fever, 8; measles^ 14; small pox, 7; croup, 
11; cholera infantum, 97; cholera morbus, 18; cholera, 6; colic, 2; diarrhoea, 
23; inflammation of bowels^ 12; dysentery, 48; convulsions, 49; typhus fever 
(including " typhoid "j, 16. For the week ending August 14th, 562 : Consumption, 
46; pneumonia, 12; apoplexy, 18; scarlet fever, 8; measles, 6; small-pox, 9; 
croup, 6; cholera infantum, 86; cholera morbus, 10; cholera, 12; colic, 2; diar- 
rhoea, 48; inflammation of bowels, 11; dysentery, 52; convulsions, 48; typhus 
fever, 7. For the week ending August 21st, 624: Consumption, 46; pneumonia, 
10; apoplexy, 10; scarlet fever, 6; measles, 6; small-pox, 6; croup, 8; cholera 
infantum, 69; cholera morbus, 19; cholera, 7; colic, 1; diarrhoea, 89; inflam- 
mation of bowels, 12; dysentery, 61; convulsions, 46; typhus fever (including 
*« typhoid "X 11- 

Foreign. Remarkable case of hirsute growth in a female. — The subject of the 
following remarkable case presented herself to Mr. Chowne, of the Charing Cross 
Hospital, for the purpose of procuring a testimonial of her sex. Mr. C. has pub- 
lished a full account of this and sundry other cases, from which we make the fol- 
lowing condensed statement J. B. is now 20 years of age : in very early life she 
had considerable hair on the face, where whiskers and beard usually grow. At 
eight years of a^e it was about 2 inches long. At 18 the catamenia appeared. 
At the present time the beard and whiskers are very abundant, full, and strong, 
exceeding in quantity even that of the beard and whiskers of men generally m 
this country. It grows also on the cheek bones under the eyes. The hair form- 
ing the whiskers and beard is from one to four inches lone ; is strong, coarse, and 
very thickly set On the neck and upper parts of the body generalfy, there is an 
unusual quantity of hair, much longer than usual. 

The general form is feminine^ and there is no mal -formation of any kind: 
dressed as a man she would not have any thing partietUar to betray her. Her 
manner, however, appears to be gentle, and woidd contrast to man's attire. Her 
voice is not remarkable either way. Lancet, 

Lupus cured by large q%tantities of cod-liver oil, — ^L*tJnion Medicale relates, on 
the authority of another French Journal, a case of lupus which was admitted into 
the hospital of Ghent; the disease had attacked the face and chest, and was of long 
duration. The patient at firlt took half a pound of the oil twice a day ; this 
quantity was gradually increased to three pounds daily, with occasional interrup- 
tions wnen it disagreed. Generous diet was at the same time allowed, and the 
ulcerated spots were touched with tinct iodine, lemon-juice, and nitrate of silver. 
In about seven months the cure was complete. About 265 pounds of the oil had 
been taken. 

lAebig. — It is stated in the Times, on the authority of letters from Mu- 
nich, that Professor Liebig has yielded to the inducements held out to him by 
the Bavarian Government to leave Giessen, and settle at the University of Mu- 
nich. He commences his labors there with the winter session. 

Retirement from Parliament of Mr. Wakley, Senior Editor of the Lancet. — ^The 
Budden and rather alarming illness of Mr. Wakley, induced by severe and pro- 
tracted mental labors, has forced him to announce to his constituents his inten- 
tion of not again becoming a candidate for a seat in Parliament This announce- 
ment caused very general regret among his numerous political friends and admi- 
rers, whom he had faitiifuUy, fearlessly, and ably served for upwards of seventeen 
years, and who were reluctant to accept his resignation. A deputation was ap- 
pointed to urge upon him a re-consideration of the matter, and if possible, induce 
him to accept the nomination; but their urgent solicitations were not sufficient 
to induce Mr. W. to comply with their wishes, owing to the state of his health, 
the opinion of his medical advisers, and the anxious feeling and wishes of his 
fjEunily. — Lancet. 
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Pro£ Paul Dubois saooeeds M. B^rard as Deaa <^ the Foenlty of Medieine of 
Paris. 

ffospitals of Paris. — ^The donations and legacies in favor of the hospitals of 
Paris amounted in 1851 to $50,000 in capital, to $5,000 in annual income forerm; 
and to $12,000 in miscellaneous articles. Tlie benevolent bureaux of 12 wafds 
received nearly 3 million francs in donations, and spent 2\ millions in charity. 
The indigent sick treated in the hospitals during 1851 numbered 84,970 ; 70^000 
of whom were from Paris, 15,000 ttom the departments, and 40 from fore%ii 
countries. The total expense was 3^ millions ; the average cost of each sick dair 
for each person, was 33 cents. During the last ten years, the beds in the hoebi- 
tals have been increased 500 — from 16,700 to 17,200. f this last number, t.lSsfc 
are never empty, being occupied by paupers rendered infirm by old age. — GaauX^ 
det Hopitaux. 

MONTHLY BULLETIN OF HOSPITAL ATTENDANCE, LECTIJRES, Aa 

FOa SXPTEHBKB. 

New York Hospital. — ^Physicians and Surgeons in attendance. Physician, Dr. 
Bulkley. Surgeons, Dre. Post and Halsted. 

Beuewe Hospital. — Physicians and Surgeons in attendance. Physicians^ Drl 
Clark and Foster. Surgeons, Drs. Greene and Van Buren. Ciinieal Lecture aad 
operations on Saturday, at 1 P. M. ^ 

Ward^s Island Hospitals. — Physicians and Surgeons in attendance. Physicifuii^ 
Drs. A. V. Williams (obstetrical department), Drs. Habel, Ford, and H. G. Coat 
Surgeon, Professor Carnochan. Surgical Clinique on Saturday, at I P. M. 

University Medical Golleqey {Fourteenth Street). — Lectures every day, except 
Saturday, from 9i to 1 1 i A. M. Lecturers, Drs. Draper, Clymer, Post, and Brown- 
S6quard. Cliniques on Mondays, Tuesdays^ and Wednesdays^ at 2^ P. M., and on 
Saturdavs at 10 P. M. 

Croshy 8t College. — Clinique on Monday and Thursday, at 11 A. M. 

New York Medical College^ {Thirteenth Street.) — ^Lectures every day, excepl 
Saturday, at 1 1 A M., and 12 o'clock. Lecturers, Drs. Carnochan, Barker, Dore« 
muS) and Con ant Clinique on Monday and Thursday, at 12 o'clock, and on Tuea^ 
day, at 11 A. M. 

Eye and Ear Infirmary^ {Mercer Street.) — Surgeons in attendance, Drs. Doboi% 
Buck, aud Halsted. Open on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays^ from 12 to !^ 
P.M. • 

New York Ophthalmic Hospitalf {Stuyvesant ^fre^^.)— -Surgeons in attendanoe, 
Drs. David L. Rogers aud Mark Stephenson. Open on Tuesdays^ Thursdays, and 
Saturdays^ from 12 to 2 P. M. 



HillRIED. 

On the Slat July, &t Pleasant Plains. N. J., by Bev. Dr. Befurst D. Lewis Beeve, M. D., of tfaia 
city, to Henrietta, youngest daughter of the late Henry Tn^bagen, of New Brunswick, K. J. 



OBITPAET NOTICES. 

DisD, In Philadelphia, 21ftt July. Isaac Parrlsh, M. D., aged 42 years. He was highly 

both as an eminent physician, and for his moral worth as a benevolent and useAiI etnzen. The 

fltction to hi» family by hia death Is aggravated by the deaUi of a son, aged 14, who expired on thai 
qame day. though at a diiSL*rent place, having Ikllen » victim to the dysentery in Lancaster county. 

At Staten Island, July 27th, James D.^ son of Dr. John S. Westervelt, in the 18th year of his aflSw 

At Philadelphia, August 4th, Dr. George W. Patterson, resident Physician of the Northern j^ 
pensary. 

At Rochester, August 6th, of cholera, Dr. John J. Treat, aged 44 years, a much req>ecfced pbyil* 
cian of that city. 

At Troy, August 26th, Horatio W. Brinsmade, only son of Dr. I^omas Brinsmade, In tike Uafe- 
year of his age. 
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COLLEGE OF FHTSICL/INS AND SURGEONS 

OF THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW-YORK. 

The Forty-fifth Session of the College will be commenced on Monday, 13th of Oc- 
tober, 1851, and continued till March Uth, 1852 (commencement day). 

Alexander H. Stevens, M. D., LL. D., President of the Collese and Emeritus 
Professor of Clinical Surgery. 

Valentine Mott, M. D., LL. D., Emeritus Professor of Operative Surgery and 
Surgical Anatomy. 

Joseph M. Smith, M. D., Professor of the Theory and Practice of Medicine and 
Clinical Medicine. 

John Torrey, M. D., LL. D., Professor of Botany and Chemistry. 

Robert Watts, M. D., Professor of Anatomy. 

WiLLARD Parker, M. D., Professor of the Principles and Practice of Surgery. 

Chandler R. Gilman, M. D., Professor of Obstetrics and the Diseases of Women 
and Children. 

Alonzo Clark, M. D., Professor of Physiology and Pathology (including Micro- 
scopy). 

Elisha Bartlett, M. D., Lecturer on Materia Medica and Medical Jurisprudence. 

Charles E. Isaacs, M. D., Demonstrator of Anatomy. 

F^-c*.— Matriculation fee, $5; fees for the full couiise of Lectures, $105 ; Demou- 
s^rator*s Ticket, $5 ; Graduation fee, $25 ; Board, average $3 per week. 

' Clinical Instruction is given at th^ New-York Hdspital ditily, by the Medical Of- 
ficers (Prof. Smith being one of them), fee $8 per annum ; at the Bellevue Hospital 
twiceaweek, without fee (Profs Parker and Clark, belonging to the Medical Staff); 
at the Eye Infirmary, without fee ; and upwards of lOOU patients are annually ex- 
hibited to the class in the College Clinique. Obstetrical casfs and subjects for direc- 
tion are abundantly furnished through the respective departments. 

The annual commencement is held at the close of the session ; there is also a semi- 
annual Examination on the second Tuesday of September. The pre-requisites for 
Graduation are — 21 years of age, three years of study, including two full courses of 
Lectures, the last of wtiich must have been attended in this College, and the pre- 
sentation of a Thesis on some subject connected with medical science. 

In addition to the regular Course, and not interfering with it, a Course of Lectures 
will be commenced on Monday, 29th September, and continued until the 13th October. 
This Course will be Free, R. WATTS, Secretary to the Faculty. 

Col. of Phys. and Surgs. 67 Crosby -street, N. Y. 



CHLOROFORM. 

PURE. 

Much of the Chloroform of commerce being very impure, and its use having iii 
some cases been attended with unpleasant consequences, we have been repeatedly 
urged to make some, at our Laboratory, of a quality superior to that generally for 
sale in this market. We would therefore inform the Medical Profession, that wehave 
prepared an article, the purity of which can be implicitly relied on. 

' NITRATE OF SILVER 

Can also be obtained from us perfectly pure, either in sticks or crystals, nLaiiufaciut- 
ed at our Laboratory. 

MORPHINE. 

Our Morphine having acquired a reputation superior to any other, those who have 
occasion to use the article, will be satisfied of its excellence by giving it a trial. 

WE ALSO PREPARE 

THE SYRUP OF IODINE OF IROM, 

Now so highly esteemed as a remedy In Scrofulous complaints. These articles (which 
it is of the greatest consequence to physicians to have of reliable quality) are, with our 
other preparations, offered to the notice of those desiring 

Pure Drugs and Chemicals, and Superior Extracts, 

By PHILIP SCHEFFELIX, HAINES & CO., 
DRUGGISTS AND MANUFACTURING CUJFJMISTS, 

lOr HEATER STREET, IVEW-YORK. 



COLLEGE OF PHARMACY 

OF THE 

CITY OF NBW-YOEK. 



-0- 



The regular coume in this Institution, comprising Lectures on Materia Medica, 
Pharmacy, Chemistry, and Botany, will commence on Monday, November 3d, and 
he continued four months, on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday evenings of each 
week, at the College rooms, No. 511 Broadway. 

Lectures on Materia Medica and Pharmacy, by Prof. B. W. McCrsadt, M. D. 
Leeturt9 on Chemistry, by Prof. R. O. Dorbmus, M. D. 
Lectures on Botany, by Prof. I. F. Holton. 

The College of Pharmacy b the only school in this city devoted to the education 
of young men as apothecaries, that having been the prominent object of its establish- 
ment. It ought, therefore, to be cordially sustained by all interested in the advance- 
ment of the science. 

Further information, and tickets for each Course, may be obtained from Mr. G. 
D. Coggeshall, 809 Broadway, Mr. J. S. Aspinwall, 86 William -street, Dr. W. J. 
OlifT, 6 Bowery, or at the College Rooms. 

September, 1851. 

OBSTETRICAL TEACHING. 

DR. AUGUSTUS K. GARDNER, 

Propoaes during the coming winter, to give one or more series of demonstrations on OPERA* 
TIVE MIDWIFERY. The Coarse will consist of twelve evenings, deroted to a brief lecture 
ftppropriate to the subsequent demonstration. The object of the Coarse will be to instruct by 
means of the manikin, and such opportunities as may offer in actual practice, all the Obstetrical 
Operations now performed ; aad in the manner taught by Prof. Dubois, Messrs. Cazeaux and 
Chailly Honors, of Paris ; and in accordance with the teachings of the best American Schools 
of Medicine. 

Dr. Gardner has made such arrangements that he will be enabled to teaefa, by the appear- 
ances of the breast and nipple, the diagnosis of pregnancy ; by the toucher and baUottmentf the 
date of pregnacy ; by the stethoscopic signs, the condition of the foetus. 

Dr. Gardner will furnifeh every student, who may attend the Course, with one or more 

CASUS OF MID WIFERT , 

At which he will also be present, to instruct them relative to the 

POSITION AND FEESENTATIOir OF THE CHILD, 

Showing the very great benefit derived from the USE OF CHLOROFORM, and performing 
sueh operations as may be necessary. 
Terms for the Course $5. Application to be made at the Doctor's residence^ 153 Wooster * 
street, New-York. 

HsnriiT A. DAnrzELS, 

ANATOMICAL DEAUGHTSMAN, 

58 Iil8P£NAB]> STBKKT, (Near Broadway •) 

Lithography, Wood Engraying, and Medical Print Coloring attended to. 

Lessons given in Anatomical Drawing. 



TO TBI 

MEDICAL PROFESSION AND DEALERS IN MEDICINE. 



YouB eftmest attention k requeated to a branch of business intimatelj oor- 
neeted with saoceat in the treatment of disease. It is well known among JMi/«r«, 
and yet not generally known by the profeaaon and the public, that pore and 
genuine medicines, partioulary pore powdered drugs, from the first quality f 
goms and roots, are scarcely procurable in this country, and, therefore, phy- 
Biciana cfien preacribe medidnea to meet certain indications in the diaease of 
the patient, without obtaining the desired and expected beneficial result. To 
enumerate the articles of adulterated medicines that are daily sold in market, 
woold be to name almost the entire list of the materia medica. From the finer 
and more important chemicals and pharnoaceatioal preparatians, such as Mor- 
phine, Quinine, Hydriodate Potass, Calomel, Blue Pill, &o., &c., down to ^ „ 
most common, and those of daily use, such as Cream Tartar, Bhubarb, §^iBfif 
Carb., Sdda, &a., the adulterations are so adroitly made, that eTen,t^44pffflA// 
inaction, without analyzatiou, will not detect them. Quinin|)i|s,fij^/f)fn|4.i: 
largely adulterated (in some instances more than half),rWmh]MA0^^i^A|i4.<i 
other aubataaces. Blue mass and Calomel have b$|5i^,fQf|iv^ pmii^,M^ .VfUfl^i 
half adulteration. Agentleman, at one ^me^jiffo^p^\fAiimOfii^m^Tm^^iti 
manufacturing establishment, informed vLacihgf^jrf^Qielhiffl^ \f^ih^fMgUmii»\n 
the factory turned out more than four tlb^>imBdjf91IP^fifiMtte,iJil)b pmtfMA-tq 
ing Barytes, instead of Mercury ; ^ i$r^ ^l4^i^eMf»i;th#:A»finf»»^r, 
market. y-ij ^o iii^iaw odt lo a"ii»q liujbaiTq yili tiUnliy 

It seems to be somewhai4iSft'4*i.te ^4*^n#^?»^.^iJWNMW» 1^J» 
this state of things. An}mm9^xi^(Hf^^^j!^3^^ „ 

not long since, of wUipgd?ia?i3;^j^B«fti.Wii?«B^^ 
theNew-York.|;i5B^f^^jftBpqB§i^,j$!»XBftyiK^^ odi rao-il oyii ^lyiuno c^.-ji:'>i ni 

The pretence that dmggisti who bay mediciijes of wholesale and commisaion mw^iiffiti^jmyi 



disoM, feom the rimplo foot of their known impnrity a« fnniiAedWtfii. W; 
praotitioneT, we would reepectfully ask attention to the aceomputTiss 



Th^il^dM jLk«hoii« Eilrt e to iM fmjfHni bjgtMft $iaeiM,*iid^a ^ 

am, in Bucb a manner that the Taloable pr0jpettiet of the plaat are pseMmed 
aninjured, and at Ihe same time a oondntence, color, and taste are obtained, 
which are notfoimd in the TegetaU* eaiteactB now in common use, and which 
are anfficient eyidenoe of their snjierioriij. Among them are 



Ext. of Belladonxuk 
" ** Butternut, 
" •• Buchu, 
" « Bloodroot, 
" '* Confum, 
" " " Seeds, 
" « » Qermkn, 
" " Cliamomile, 
" " Colocjrnth, Ordinary, 
" " Colocynth, Opt. 
~ • ■ ,Alco- 



Xxt. of Dandelion, lu^iMated, 

" " Digitalis, 

" '< GetitlamOpt., 

« « « Ordinary, 

'* " Hyoieiamna, 

" « Hops, 

« « JaUp, 

" " LupuUne. 

" " Nttx Vomica, 

" " Pinkroot, 

« « Quassia' 



£zt. of Rhubarb, 

" '*' Barsaparilla, Simplex, 

" " " Compound, 

M « p^j^ u ^colioUa, 

« « Hon., « Alcoholic; 

" " Stramonium, 

" " " Seeda, 

" « English Talarian, 

" « Dutch, « 



*' " Dandelion, Alcoholic, 

it is a well-established fact, that many plants which in their native condi- 
tions are possessed of very active medimnal properiieSy by evUivatton lose 
their peonliar characteristics, and become nearly inert. Some vegetables 
which belong to poisonous families of plants by cultivation are made innocu- 
ous, and are freely eaten as food, as the Potato, Ptflrsnep, Celery, &c., &c. 

To ensure to our extracts, such as Hyosciamus, Belladonna^ Cicuta, 4*^, all the 
active therapeutical effects which they should possess, we take pains to j9rocure 
the herbs from which they are prepared from places where they are indigenous 
to the soil : viz., from Germany, France, England, India, &c., &c. : and they 
are consequently much superior to eztracts made from the cultivated plants 
of American growth. 

These extracts, together with our Pare Chemicals and Ezka Powders, bo 
fevorably known ^^oughout the Southern and Western States, have received 
the unqualified approbation of various Medical Associations, apd of Physi- 
cians and Apothecaiie#irher«v%r kiieiwii. Their superior eflcaoy in, all {|r»^ 
scripdons will be at once apparent to every one whaTefleets upon the^iffiouU^ 
oftentimes ezperieneed^in the adminietratkni of tiie common drugs of conu 
merce, and the loss of life conseqaent upon the nae of inert remedi$$, 

U^ The gf eat and increanng demand fe Cod liver Oil, and the diffiooltgr 

of proeuring the oil in its pure «tate, and such as we ean guarantee ^ onir ' 

customers, has induced us to send an agent to the fishericDB, fw the pnrfK»e of 

hanng the best artide l^at can be dlered in maSrket. Tliis arti^e will alaa 

bear our label when put up in bottles, and be wantihted pore, when ordered 
in bulk. \ 

The value of this oil, as a remedial agent in scrofulous affections and puhrio- 
nary diseases, is no longer a question-^the daily ezperieiice of medical men, in 
its administration, only adds to its reputation. In this, as in all articles n^Oa 
which we place the guarantee of our name, we wish to be understood as 
offering, to the purchaser and consumer of medicine, the best of its kind that^^ 
the maricet can afford. •• "" ' 

TO DRUGGISTS.-^In addition to the Extba Medicines, we also kS^T^ 

LABGE AND WELL-ASSORTED STOCK OF THE ORDINARY DrUGS AND MEBtCSKJBaiJr 
OF COMMERCE, CAREFULLY SELECTED, AND THE BEST THAT CAN BE PSO'^^IBbS^'''' 

Oc7R Essential Oils and other Liquids we obtain from the Most^lbB^M^i^ 

SOURCES, AND ARE SUBMITTED TO EVERY KNOWN TEST FOR IMPURTTHft^^Aififp W* 
AVOID PURCHASING ANY KIND OF DrUGS IN THE POWDERED STATE, ^j *°^~ '* ' ® 

Our arrangements and facilities are such that we ciS'^TmA fM^dtf- 

IIENTS TO dealers WHICH MUST INFLUENCE ALL WHO HOT i>ltt^ ^fW JRIk>^f#>0 
A FAIR EQUIVALENT FOR THEIR MONEY, BUT AT THE ^AJWtTIJW XOHA^^ODS 

THAT ars WHAT THEY purport TO BE, AND 8VCH AS wnS. yfoSTrm? iriSffnit 

^^MIMATION AN^ ANALYSIS. 



PTJBE MEDICINAL EXTBAGTS. 

WE WOULD CALL THE ATTENTION OF PHYSICIANS, APOTHECARIES AND 
DRUGGISTS, to our liat of PURE EXTRACTS and annexed testimonials. 

TILDEN &, Co., 98 John street, New- York. 
Inspissated Alcoholic and Hydro-Alcoholic Extracts. 

Aconite. Divitalis. Malefern. 

Butternut. Dulcamara. Mullein. 

Belladouua. Dock, yellow. Q«k, white. 

Bitter Root. Garcet, or Poke. " black. 

Boneset. Gentian. " red. 

Burdock. Hyoscyamus. Poppy. 

Blood Root. Hardback. Princess Pine. 

Blue Flag. Hops. Rue. 

Boxwood. Hellebore, black. Savin. 

Couium. '' white. Sarraparilia, American. 

Chamomile. Harebound. ''' Kio Negro. 

Cohosh, black. Indinn Hemp. *' Cumpoiuiit. 

" blue. Lettuce, Garden. Tiiornapple. 

Clover. " Wild. Wormwood. 

Cowparsnip. Lobelia. 

Dandelion. Mandrake. 

•• Medical Society of the State of New-York. 
*' Resolved, That this Society having seen and exaaiined, and several of them having used 
the various Vegetable Extracts, made by Messrs. Tilden &, Co., of New Lebanon, New- York, 
and being satisfied of the valuable character of these preparations, hereby recommei.d them to 
the members of the profession generally. 

'• Albany, February 6tA, 1830. • »' P. VAN BUREN, Secretary.'' 

We have liberal testimonals from several State and county locations. 



Berkshire Mkoical Institute, ) 
Pittsfield, Feb. 7, 1851-5 
I have twice visited the establishment of the Messrs. Tilden, at New Lebanon, N. Y., com- 
prising their Botanic Gardens, Steam Mills, and Extract Works, and through the politeness of 
the proprietors examined the raw materia), the several processes by which the medicin»l ex- 
tracts are prepared, and a large number of the extracts themselves. Some of these I have 
used in my practice during the past year. I take great pleaaure in certifying that iti my opin- 
ion the establishment supplies a long-felt want in the profession— efficient and reliable extracts 

and I do most cheerfully recommend their trial to physicians. 

H. H. CHILDS, 
Pretidentiyf Berkshire Medical ColUgc. 



BOWDOIN COLLBOE, / 

Brunsitick, Me., March 4, 1851. j 
Messrs. Tilden &. Co., 

Gentlemen :—KtLving visited your mauufaotory of medicinil extracts, in New Lebanon, and 
inspected the various processes employed, I feel it my duty to state that they are admirably 
adapted to the end proposed, viz : to procure extracts which shall contain all the active prin- 
ciples of the plant from whence they are derived, possess efficiency and uniformity of strenifth, 
and which shall not be Injured by keeping, by climate, change of temperature, &c. Your Ex- 
tract of Cofdum, prepared by steam In vacvM, and from which the albumen and chlorophyle 
have beeu separated, appears to me to be the ne plus ultra of extracts, and the same may be 
said indeed of all the others. You have successfully brought all the principles of pharmaceutic 
science to bear upon your various processes, and although experience may possibly suggest 
some improvements, yet I candidly acknowledge that at present 1 find nothing to suggest, no- 
thins to find fault with. That you may be rewarded for your enterprise and skill is the sincere 
«rt<ilf of Your humble servant, 

"^^^^ ° CHAS. A. LEE. 

Prof, of Materia Medi/ui and Thernpeutics. 

For further communications we would refer to our general circular. 

For a particular notice and analysis of our Extract of Coninm we would refer to the Phila- 
delphia Journal of Pharmacy of October, 18.50, and April, 1851. 

jfTtod Sf Bache'8 Dispenaatory, edition 1851. Drs fV. ^- B. say of Extract of Conium .— " That 

'm-norted from London has usually been considered best; but we have seen and tried the Ex- 

if^ct Drep«red bv the Messrs. Tilden (f Co., of New York, by evaporation in vacuo et a low heat, 

A Have fo'nnd it superior to any that we had previously eraploved." For further noti. c, see 

p2^r%68 and 980. 



UNIVERSITY OF NEW-YORK. 



mEDICAL DEPARTHIEIVT. 



SESSION 1851-59. 



The Lectures will cornmeuce on Mouday, the 20th of October, and be continued 
under the following arrangements, until the last day of February. 

. CrraoTille Sharpe PaUinon, 91. D., 

Professor of General, Descriptive, and Surgical Anatomy. 

IVIariyn Paine, 91. D., 

Professor of Materia IVf edica and Therapeutics. 

Crunuing 8. Bedford, IXK, !D., 

Professor of Midwifery and the Diseases of Women and Children. 

John 'W. Draper, JM. D.« 

Professor of Chemistry and Physiology. 

Alfred G. Po»t, HI. D., 

Professor of Principles and Operations of Surgery, with Surgical and Pathologica) 

Anatomy. 

9Eeredith Glymer, 91. D., 

Professor of the Institutes and Practice of Medicine. 

William Darling, 91. »., 

Demonstrator of Anatomy. 

Oeorge A. Peters, 91. D., 

Prosector to the Professor of Surgery. 

In order to aiTord ample opportunity to their pupils of studying diseases practi- 
cally, the Faculty have organized three weekly Cliniques, held in the College 
Building. 

1. A Surgical Clinique every Saturday, by Professor Post. 

2. A Medical Clinique every Wednesday, by Professor Clymer. 

3. An Obstetric Clinique every Monday, by Professor Bedford. 

The most interesting diseases of women and children will be presented to the 
class and fully lectured on by the Professor. The class will also have an abundant 
supply of Midwifery cases, to be attended at the houses of the patients. For these 
Cliniques no extra charge will be made. 

In ajidition to these means of studying disease, the New-York Flospital, the 
Bellevue Hospital, the Eye and Ear Infirmary, the various Dispensaries and In- 
firmaries, are all accessible to the students. Clinical instruction is given every day 
at the New-York Hospital, uf which Professor Post is one of the attending Sur- 
geons. The Dissecting room will be open on the first day of October, and an 
ample supply of the materiel furnished. Students who pursue Dissection will be 
examined daily on Anatomy by the Demonstrator. 

Fees for the Full Course of Lectures, $105; Matriculation fee, $5 ; Practical 
Anatomy, $5; Graduation fee, $30. 

The Spring Commencement will take place early in March, and the Summer 
Commencement early in July. 

Good Board can be obtained for $3 per week. 

Students on arriving in the city will please call at the College Building, in 14th 
street, near Union Square, and inquire for the Janitor, Mr. Polman, who will 
conduct them to boarding houses near the College. 

JOHN W. DRAPER, ITI. !>., 

President of the Medical Faculty. 

P. S. — Students who arrive in the city before the 1st of October, will please 
call at the former College Building, 659 Broadway, where they will find a person 
ready to conduct them to the new Edifice. 
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PRIVATE MEDICAL IiNSTRUCTION. 



The undersigned have awociated themielveB, for the purpose of affordiog private 
office instruction to stadents of Medicine. 

Gentlemen who enter the Office of either, will be instructed as follows : — in 

ANATOMY, CHEMISTRY AND PHYSIOLOGY, 

By O. a. XSiLAOS, M. B., 

Demorutraior of Anatomy, Coll. Pftys. ^ Surgeons^ 
MEDICINE, OBSTETRICS AND PHYSICAL DIAGNOSIS, 
By drOBW T. lOBTOA&rB, M. B., 

Phyaieian to Bellevue Hospital. 

SURGERY AND MATERIA MEDICA, 
By W. B. VAST BVABIT, ML B., 

Surgeon to Bellevue and 8t Vineenfs Hoapitals. 

Every possible advantage will be afforded in the way of Clinical practice in 
Medicine, Surgrery and Obstetrics, and in the study of Pathological Anatomy, and 
the use of the Microscope. 

TertMt $100 per annum, or $250 for the term of study — ^invariably in advance. 
Apply to Da. Isaacs, No. 89 Greene-street, 

Dr. Mbtcalfk, No. 785 Broadway, cor. 10th-sti«et. 
Da. Van Biraaif, No. 121 Bleecker, cor. Wooster-st. 



CHLOROFORM. 

PURE. 

Much of the Chloroform of commerce being very impure, and its nae having in 
some cases been attended with unpleasant consequences, we have been repeatedly 
urged to make some, at our Laboratory, of a quality superior to that generally for 
sale in this market We would therefore inform the Medical Profession, that we have 
prepared an article, the purity of which cau be implicitly relied on. 

NITBATE OF SILVEB 

Can also be obtained from us perfectly purb, either in sticks or crystals, manufactar- 
ed at our Laboratory. 

MOAPHIlffB. 

Our Morphine having acquired a reputation superior to any other, those who have 
occasion to use the article, will be satisfied of its excellence by giving it a trial. 

WE ALSO FSEPARE 

THE SYRUP OF IODINE OF IRON, 

Now so highly esteemed as a remedy in Scrofulous complaints. These articles (which 
it is of the greatest consequence to physicians to have of reliable quality) are, with our 
other preparations, offered to the notice of those desiring 

Pure Drugs and Chemicals, and Superior Extracts, 

By PHILIP SCHIEFFELIN, HAINES & CO., 
DRUGGISTS AND MANUFACTURING CHEMISTS, 

lOr ITATBR 8TBEBT, NKW-ITORK. 



jcAimFAornBEB of 
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8PECTACLES~EYE SIGHT. 



Thre* DoeM ttpta On Theatre, New-Toriu 

E, SKOTT, 8PE0TA0LE MAKEE, 

CbMBhiiiff Mid ftikclical Optician, Poblio Lecturer on the Anatomical Form and 

PbyBblogy of the Human Eye, and on the ^^ood and bad effects of Speetaclea. 

All Speciaelee pnrehaeed from JL 8KOTT will be ezchaaf ed free of coat, if not 

•atfafaetorj. He alio repain and fits glaaMO into parties' own framee» and always 

a^JMls Us Spectacles to the Eye on the most approved principles that haye been die- 

lini ' 



OFFICE 69 BOWERT, three doors from tho Theatre, New-Tork. 
1m SKOTT, has the pleasure of referring to the Surgeons of the N. T. Eye 
bfirmarjr, and other distinguished medical gentlemen of this city, from whom he 
Imb received testimonials. 

SMDEESOFS NEW TRUSS. 

The action «f this rastroment is derived from a fixture in the eeotffe» which !«• 
W BSs e the preseore obtained from the erdiaary Tmsi, and directs it to the several in- 
■McntiBas «€ the disease. The canal, through which the hernia protmdee, being two 
•ad m half inches in length, direrging through a series of ligaments, from the interior 
•f tlie abdomen towards the centre, where it comes oot eztemally, it follows that the 
— ap f o s s iMi must be directed to the entire length, or otherwise the difficulty is in- 
creaaed. This instmment conseqneatly throws the pressure first upon the external 
•pening, and ae the draft is made upon the levers, which are bent to the shape of 
the body, it is extended along the canal until the internal opening is closed against 
Unthef protrusion. Then by fastening the back strap, the yisoera are held in tho 
enTtty until the natural contractions effect the cnre. For sale, wholesale and re- 
tMl, at tho 

■ OOD^S TRUSS OFFICE, 

NO. 3 BARCLAY-STREET, NEW-TORK. 

TheJElBW-YoBK MssicAL Times will be published on the Ist of erery month. Commmilea * 
BM^ be addressed to the Editor, Xo. ^'Amitj street. Terms, |3 per aannm, payable in 



Tnm tf UfuUOai ta the 9cw-T«rk MdUfd 

OboFho, ...... f400|EschaddltioBa]tosertion« , • 9190 

Jteeti addttional insertloB, . • 2 00 1 One-fourth of a Page, . . .190 
Owebalfof»rsg% . , • tflO I fiadiadAtlomd insertion, • . 100 
MedlOBl CkdleteNotfeMyOcenpying one psge^ two months, or two iasertloBS,flOi iUfpsge 

tw nsonths, t5. 

AH AtfetUswBWtsibf less tbitkreeaonttig mart be prepaid. 



The regalat'Mftb^D Ab lMUMKI^^«pflri|f UftiiifJ^M^ Madiea. 
Pharmacy, Chemifltry, and Botany, wit wnpatoe on Monday, NoTomber 3d, and 
bo oontinned four montha, on Monday, Wedneaday, and Friday oToninss of eceb 
WMk» at the College rooms, No. 511 Broadway. 

Leeturet on Motgrik liM^icn Hud J^AaHUMj^ Hif Vrdf. ^VT. McCaBADT, M. D. 
LeetwM on ChemiiWy, \if ^rot R. O. Doastftfl, ^. D. 

i>ei>i«.j^^4i^by;3Jijr.CT.HaT*.j . '(OSi^Z 

The College of Pharma^ ia^ Aaliya^heolia4liUcity devoted to the edocation 
of yonaf men as apotbecariee, that ha?ing been the prominent object of jts establiah* 
ment. It ooght, therefore, to be cordially sustained by all interested in the adTanee- 
meni of this i^ence. 

. FartlMr ioformatioo, and tiokets for eaoh Course, tnay ha obtained Oom Mr. 6. 
D. Cofgeaball, 809 Broadway^ Mr. XB. AspinHraH^ 86 Wimam<«lrsel, Or. W.J. 
OffiET, 6 Bowery, or ht the Ctinege BoMs. 
September t 1851. 

OBSTETRICAL f £ACHIN0> 

DR. AUGUSTUS K. GAKDNEEl, 

Proposes dariag the coining winter, to give one or more series of demonstrations on OPERA- 
TIVE MI IM^lf EltY. The Course wfll oonsist iff tweWe eTftniogs, tterDted to si«rief leetue 
spproprlSte to the 'subsequent demonstraiidta. The object of the Cbarse willl»e to instniet bjr 

- mesas of^theaisnlhiB, and snebeppartanikies «s vsy offer to semsl practice, ^aU^ksObsMtrical 
f^ratiOM now 'performed; andin the aiaimer tsngbt by Prol Dubois, Messrs. Onseawrasd 

'CUaiUy UoaorA.df Paris ; sad in aecordsnee with thetsaehtogs of tlie best lAtteHcsa^flebsili 
ofMsdieiiie. 

I>r. 6srdn«n' has made swch arraogeiseDts that he will "be taaabled to (each, «y ifhe opf^mh 

•aacss of the breast hnd nipple, the diagaosU of pt'egiiancy ; by the tauOur tend wrwiW ii n^iH i 
date <if ptegnScy ; by Ihe'stethOBcbplc sigiis, the condltion'of thefcetto. 

l>r. Gardner will furDi^h erery student, who may attend the Course, with one or mors 

CASES OF MIDWIFERY, 

At which he will also be present, to instruct them relatire to the 

POSITIOJr AHI) f B£9SiriATI«ir Of TB;^ IJBHIII), 

Showing the Tery great benefit derived ^om the USB OF CHLOROFORM, and performing 
such operations as may be necessary. 
Terms for tbe Course $5. Applicaiion to be made at the Doctor's resideaee.lSd Wooeter-^^ 
•Ifrfeiet, New-York. t • 



AN a;T O if I C A L D B A TT g:&'1: Sit A IS" t 

'SAlh<igfat»hy, Wood EMgttfVldg, *fld1»*df«al P#ltjt CJtoflflfiffi^*^t^illkd%>. 
Lessens ^iyen in AQat^omical D^savunf . ... 



TO tMb 
MEDICAL PROFESSION AND DEALERS IN MEDICINE. 



Your earnest attention is requested to a branch of business intimately con- 
nected with success in the treatment of disease. It is well Imown among dealers^ 
and jet liot generally known by the profession and the public, that pure and 
genuine medicines, partioulary pure powdered drugs, from the first quality f 
gums and roots, are scarcely procurable in this country, and, therefore, phy- 
sicians often prescribe medicines to meet certain indications in the disease of 
the patient, without obtaining the desired and expected beneficial result. To 
enumerate the articles of adulterated medicines that are daily sold in market, 
would be to name almost the entire list of the materia mcdiciEi. From the finer 
and more important chemicals and pharmaceutical preparations, such as Mor- 
phine, Quinine, Hydriodate Potass, Calomel, Blue Pill, &c., &c., down to the 
most common, and those of daily use, such as Cream Tartar, Rhubarb, Super 
Carb., Soda, &c., the adulterations are so adroitly made, that eyen the closest 
inspection, without analyzation, will not detect thefm. Quinine is often found 
largely adulterated (in some instances more than half) with Mannite and 
other substances. Blue /mass and Calomel haye been found much more than 
half adulteration. A gentleman, at one time connected with an extensiye 
manufacturing establishment, informed us that, just before he left Englandi 
the factory turned out more than four thousand pounds of Blue Pill, contain- 
ing Barytes, instead of Mercury ; and it was all destined for the American 
markei^t. ' 

It seems to be somewhat difficult to determine where the blame rests for 
this state of things. An imparting house, well known in this city, was accused, 
not long since, of selling impure drugs, and replying to the charge, through 
the New- York Express newspaper, they say : , 

The pretence that druggiats who buy medicines of wholesale and comnatission merehant*, to 
dispense them or sell them at retail, are imposed upon or misled in the pvrehase of infiirior arti- 
oles, is too nnfonnded to deserve anj other answer than can be gathered from the very article in 
question. The priu is an infallible test of the puritj of all Medicines. Our custodiers r^nire, 
and we consequently import and sell to them, Blue mass at $X 20 per pound, and a common arti- 
cle at IB or 80 cents. 

We always keep and fiuraish the best drngs to those that will buy them. Tor those that require 
an inferior article, we keep an inferior article, which we sell for, and they buy as inferior, and at 
a lew priee. 

From this it would seem that the chief difficulty was the unwillingnev of 
buyers to pay the price of good drugs. Buyers, in their turn, allege that the 
eonaumer, the physician, and the apothoeary will not pay for pure dmgjB, and 
will buy where cheapnete, not quidity, is the standard. 

While we are not able to say where the blame lies, one thing we haye de- 
termined on, and that is, that it shall not be upon us. 

The importanoe of pure eheniieals is £»lt by every practitioner, and yet 
they are soaroety to be obtained in any part <^ the country, as they ^e 
excluded by tiie kw priee of the ordinary artiele. Indeed, seyexal ehemi- 
mIs, of ^eat talue in the treatment of disease, haye almost &Ilen into 
lisose, from the simple fbot of their known impurity as furnished to the pro. 
issflian. 

KfiowiBg this matter to be wortiiy the first and earnest eonnderaAuA of tiie 
pr«)Oiitk»«r, we would r es petftii ly ask attttsMon te tibe accompaftyiag 



CIRCULAR. 

TliA recent law of Congress, in relation to adulterated Drugs, gives uBthe 
opportunity ef brin^^ng more generally to the fayorable notice of PhysioiaDs 
and Apotheoaries, our preparation of superior medicines, known as 

''PHILIP SCHIEFFELIN ^ CO.'S EXTRA MEDICINES." 

Our establishment having been in operation in this city for more tuak 
HALF A ciBKTURT, gives US the benefit of long experience in determining the' 
qualities of articles, and understanding the wants of those who wish io dis- 
pense medicines of uniform strengtii. We wish to call particular attention 
to our Extra Powders, which are pulverized from selected roots and gams of 
the very best quality, and, when necessary, every piece is broken and ex- 
amined under our own immediate supervision, and consequently possess a 
parity hitherto unknovm in this country,., and a uniformity of action upon 
which the phydoian may rely with perfect confidence. 

Powdered Jalap, (wtiich is so frequently found adulterated or utterly 
worthless,) when prepared by us is from the roots of the true Mexican Jalap 
and not from the spurious and inert roots and tops of the plant, which has 
been so conmionly sold of late in our principal sea-ports. Our powdered ' 
Ipecac, extra, also, will be found much superior to the usual article of com- 
merce, being made from the true Brazilian Ipecacuanha, and consisting solely 
of the active outer coaling of the root, carefully separated from the ligneous 
parts, and from all othei^ inert matters. jIn pulverizing Colocynth, extra, we 
retain only the actiye pulp of the apple, rejecting the seeds, which latter con- 
stitute the principal part of- the weight of the fruit, and are nearly inert. 
Powdered Rhubarb, extra, we prepare from the best East India Bhobarb, 
which is culled over with great care, eyery root being broken to detect any 
unsoundnesi^. The powdered Resin Guaiac, extra, is the pure Resin collected 
in tears, entirely free from the dross and dirt lisual to the ordinary GuMac of 
commerce. 

The Scammony, also, is powdered from an article differing in appearance, 
and very much superior to what is usually sold for Aleppo Scammony. Bine 
Pill, bearing our label, will always contain 6ne-third part of Mercury, and oar 
Hydro-sublimed Calomel will be found to be of superior and regular quality. 

Care is taken to have these " Extra Medicines" not only pure^ but of the bat 
quality proeurable. When required, any of these axUdes can be oibtained of 
us in their ori^al state, as some may desire a superior article to mse unpow- 
dered. 2%« life^ ilie patient^ as well as the success and reputation of Ihe 
physician and apothecary^ depends so much upon the |»rompt aotioo. c^ the me- 
dicines used In sickness, that we feel every confidence that any effort to for. 
nisfa them with pure and st^erior drugs will be fully appreeiated. To 
preserve the preparations firom being injured by the air and mooatajft, Ihey 
are generally put np in bottles and jars, containing one pound etkoh^ and ab» 
in five and ten pound eameiers. Iliey should be kept aa m«i^ as po«IU» 
from the light. 

It will beiobmrnd tiiat the prices of IheM mxprnat M?tiiqtey age motfliwinU 
higher ^Im thew ef the er^&wry Idni and pbysidoBs ajul necoluniiBati 



§ 

diBtanoe, when diey wish this quality tent ihem, are partioiilarl j teqaested to 
wilte for the " Extra MKDicnrxs'' of 

Philip BehitflEdin, Hainos ft Co., 

Drvooists anp Cbxiusts, Nxw-Yokk. 

I 

Iti 9rder further to insure the purity of our Poufders, we have everything pul 
verized under our oum inspection^' and on our own premises. 

EXTRA POWDERS. 



AromAtie Poird«r, U. S. P. 
Fair. Afirican Pspper, 

" Alum, 

" Allipioft, 

« Aloea, Cape, 

« " Socot, 

" AMfttetida, 

*' Antimony, Ref.Blk.Salph. 

" Angoitora Bark, 

" AniMeda, 

" BaTbenry Bark, 

'' Belladonna, 

*' Blood Root, 

" Bitter Boot, 

*' Blaek Root, 

" Borax, 

'' Bneho, 

" Caraway Seeds, 

" Cantharides, 

'' Oanella Alba, 

'* Oaidanaon, (Seeds only,) 

" Cicnta, 

" Cranesbin, 

" CloTee, 

" Cinnamon, ordinary. 
" Ceylon. 

" Cohosh, Black, 

" Golmnho, 

" Colchicnm Boot, 

" « Seed, 

" Colocynth Pulp, 

»* Oubei, , 

" Digitalis, 



PoIt. Elecampane, 

Xzt. Colocynth, O'd^ 



Ergot, 

'^ loi:vial8. 
. Colocynth, i 
Lioorioe, Calab, 
Touragrek Seed, 
Gentian Boot, 
Ginger, Jamaioa, 
Golden Seal, 

Goaiae Beiin, from Tears, 
Gnm Arabic, Turkey, 
Gambbge, 
Ifastieh, 
Myrrh, 
Tragacanth, 
Hellebore, White, 
Hyosciamns, 

Ipecac, without the~woody 
[centre, 
Ipecac and Opium, (Do- 
(yers Powders, 
Jalap, 
Kino, True, 
Lobelia, 

*« Seeds, 
Mandrake, 
Marsh Bosemary, 



Mesereon, 
Nux Vomica, 
Nitrate Potass, Pure, 
Nutmegs, 
NutgaUs, 



PuIt. Opium, Turkey, 

" Orange Peel, 

" Orris Boot, 

** Pepper, CsTenne, i 

" Pepper, Blaek, 

" Perurian B«rk,Loxa, 

" • " " Bed, 

•< u i( Oallsaya, 

« PrieUy Ash Bark, 

'' Pink Boot, 

« Pleurisy Boot, 

" Bhubarb, Turkey, 
" « E. India, 

" Bhatany Boot, 

" SarsaparlUa, Para, 

" Sa«e, 

^ Summer Savory, 

" Sweet Mazjoram, 



,No.l, 



Senna, Alex. 
Seneka Boot. 
Scammony, Ale] 



' lox.yials, 
Snskeroot, Tirginia, 
Squills. 

Sulphate Copper, 

'*^ Iron, 

« Potass, 

UTaXJrsI, 

Valerian; Emilsh* 

ice., h9. 



Bottles and Cans at Cost, 

"QOlien pot up in 4 and k lb. Bottles, at 10 oents per pound advanoa 

As many of the Gums, &c., are of unusual purity^ for instance Gnaiac, 
Aloes, Aflsafoetida, &a, &o., they are very liahle to nm together and become 
solid. Even the ordinary common gams of commerce are so apt to run toge- 
ther tliat Drug-grinders usually grind with them some woody sahstance, such 
as licoriee-root, Gentian-root, &o., &o. Some roots that are rich in resin, such 
as Rhabarh, Jalap, &c., &c., are also apt to agglomerate. The Extra Pow- 
ders bmng perfectly pure, and free from all fcveign substances, are therefore 
more liable to become solid than the common qualities, but where they do so> 
ive will replace them with others that are freshly powdered. 

Pore Chemioals, Prepared at our Laboratory* 

- PrussieAcrd, 

Potassa Nitras, Pure, 

Spirits Nitri Dulc, 

Syrup Iodide Iron, f ' 

Sulphuret Pdtassa, 

Vallet's Ferruginous Mass, 

Zinci Aeetas, 

Zinci Sulphas, 

Zinoi Chloride, 

Chloride Soda, de Laharraque, 

Confection Boses, 

Confection Senna, 

Bhw Pill, MASS, 

Ung Mercurial, 



Astittony Tartrate, Crystals, 

« •* PulT. 

Ammonia, A(]ua, 

" liiquor Port, 

Ammoniated Alcohol, 

" " Aromatic, 

Axgeutt Kitcft% , 

Crystals. 
Lunar Catiistic, Nos 1, 2, 8, 
Ferri Carb, Precipitated, 

U it CI 'l 



*« Sulplxas, Pure, 

^* Exsiocat, 
Iodide, Arsesie, . 



Pure, 



Iodide, Leaa, 

« « Crystals, 

" Iron, 

« « Pure, 

Mercury, Bin Iodide, 

« « ft CrysUls, 

** ^ Protoiedide, 

Morphine, Sulphate, 

*^ Acetate, 
QeanrlUe's Lotion* 
Oil Copaiya, 
OilCubebs, 
Collodion, 1 OS. -dais, 
Pneipated Chalk, 



We are also manufacturing Inspianted and Hydro Alcoholic Extracts, to 
correcpo]^ with our other goods, and in purity and efficacy not ecj^ualled by 
any offered in this or' any other market. 



The Hydro A.looholio Extracts are prepared hj steam process, aii<! in a vaoo- 
om, in such a manner that the valuable properties of the piant are presenred 
uninjured, and at the same time a connstence, color, and taste are obtained, 
which are not found in the yegetable extracts now in commcm use, and which 
are sufficient eyidence of their superiority. Among them are 



Cxt. of Belladonna, 


«( 


" Butternut, 


" 


** •Buchu, , 


(( 


" Bloodroot, 


" 


*' Coniam, 


it 


« " Seedi, 


u 


" G«nnan, 


«- 


" Chamomile, 


u 


" Colocynth, Oniinary, 


•( 


« Oolocynth, Opt. 

" DaadeUon, Alcoholic, 


u 



Ext. of Dandelion, Inspisaated, 

" " Digitalia, 

" " Gentian, Opt., 

" * " Ordinarj 

% " HyoMlamus, 

« " Hopi, 

« » Jalap, 

" " Lupttline, 

" " Nnx Vomica, 

" " Pinkroot,- 



Ext. of Rhubarb, 

Baraapuilla, Simplex, 
^ Compound, 
Para " Alcoholic, 
Hon., " Alcoholic, 
Stramonium, 



English Yalerian, 
Dutch, 



It is a well-established fact, that many plants which in their native condi- 
tions are possessed of very active medicinal properties, by ctdtivation lose 
their peculiar characteristics, and become nearly inert. Some vegetables 
which belong to poisonous families of plants by cultivation are made innocu- 
ous, and are freely eaten as food, as the Potato, Parsnep, Celery, &c.-, &c. 

To ensure to our extracts, such a$ Hyosciamus, Belladonna^ CictUa^ Sfc, aU0»' 
active therapeutical effects which they should possess, we take pains to procure 
the herbs from which they are prepared from places where they are indigenous 
to the soil : vix., from Germany, France, England, India, &c., &c. : and ihey 
are consequently much superior to extracts made from the cultivated plants 
of American growth. 

These extracts, together with our Pure Chemicals and Extra Powders, ao 
favorably known throughout the Southern and Western States, have received 
the unqualified approbation of various Medical Associations, and of Physl> 
eians and Apothecaries wherever known. Their superior efficacy in all pin- 
scriptions will be at <Hice a^^rent to every one who reflects upon thedfficultj 
oftentimes experienced in the administration of the common drugs of cooi- 
merce, and the /o55 (//i/tf consequent upon the Mae of inert. remedies. 

9^' The great and increasiDg demand for Cod Liver Oil, ond the diffimiltj 

of procuring tiie oil in its pure state, and such as we can guva'antee to ov , 

customers, has induced us to send an agent to the fisheries, for the purpose of 

having the best article that can be offered in market. This article will (dba . 

bear our label when put up in bottles, and be warranted pare, when mdtfoi' 
in l^lk. 

The value of this oil, as a remedial agent in scrofulous affecti<ms and pnTiiMl. * 
nary' diseases, is no longer a qftiestion — the daily experience of medical num^ $| ^ 
its administration, only adds to its reputation. In this, as in all articles i' 
which we place the guarantee of our name, we wish to be understoo 
offering, to the purchaser and consumer of medicine, the best of its kind tbalj 
the market can afford. 

V 

TO DRUGGISTS.— -In addition to the Extra Midicines, we also ; 

LARGE and WELL- ASSORTED STOCK OT TttE ORDINARY DrUGS sAVD 

OF COMMERCE, CAREFULLY SELECTED, AND THE BEST THAT CAN BE PBOOVftlflKl] 

Our Essential Oils and other Liquids we obta^ from the most kxuai 
sources, and are submitted to every known test for illpuritiks; amp ' 

AVOID PURCHASING ANY KIND OF DrUOS IN THE POWDERED STATE. 

Our arrangements anp facilities are sucm that we can orm 

MSNTS TO DEALERS WHICH MUST INFLUENCE ALL WHO NOT ONLY LIKX T^ 
A FAIR EQUIVALENT FOR THEIR MONEY, BUT AT THE SAME TIME TO HATS < 

THAT are what they purport to ^be, and such as well bear the i 

EXAMINATIOM AND ANALYSIS 



PUEE MEDICINAL EXTRACTS. 

WE WOULD CALL THE ATTENTION OF PHYSICIANS, APOTHECARIES AND 
DRUGGISTS, tooar lift of PURE EXTRACTS aad annexed tettinonlela. 

TILDEN &, Co., 98 John street, New-York. 
Inspissated Alcoholie and Hfdro-Alcoholic Extracts. 



Aconite. 


Digltalia. 
Dulcamara. 


Malefern. 


Rutteruut. 


Mullein. 


Belladonna. 


Dock, yellow. 


Oak, white. 


Bitter Root 


Qaryet, or Poke. 


** black. 


Boneaet. 


Gentian. 


« red. 


Burdock. 


Hyoacyanui. 


Priuceat Pine. 


Blooil Root 


Hardback. 


Blue Flaff. 
Boxwood. 


uX'bore, black. 


Rue. 
SaTin. 


Conium. 


white. 


Barsaparilla, Amerieaa. 


Chamomile. 




Rio Negro. 


Coboeh. blaek. 




** Compound. 


^ , blue. 


Lettuce, Garden. 


Thornappte. 


Clover. 


" WUd. 


Wormw<Iod. 


Cow parsnip. 
Dandelion. 


Lobelia. 




Mandrake. 





** Medical Society of the 8taU o/New-Ywk, 
«* Rea«lved^ That this Society baring aeen and examined, and aereral of them having used 
the ▼ariona VegeUble Exiraeta, made by Meaara. Tilden Sl Co., of New Lebanon, New- York, 
and beingr eatiafied of the valuable character of these preparations, hereby recommend them to 
the znembera of the profeasioa genecally. 

'* AlhoMf, February 6tA, 1850. " P. VAN BUREN, Secretary:* 

\^e have liberal teatimonals firom aeTeral State and coanty locations. 



Bbrkshir* Medical Institvtb, 7 
Pi««^W, Feb. 7, 1851, 5 
I have twice risited the establishment of the Messrs. Tilden, at New Lebanon, N. Y., com- 
pri»in^ Uieir B >tanie Gardens, Steam Mills, and Extract Works, and throttgh the politeness of 
the profK-ietors examined the raw material, the several processes by which the medicinal ex> 
tracts are prepared, and a large number of tlte extracts themselves. Some of these I have 
need in my practice daring the past year. - 1 take great pleasure in certifying that in my opin- 
ion the«etabliabment supplies a long-felt want in the profession— efficient and reliable extracts 

^^nd I do most cheerfully recommend their trial to physicians. 

H. H. CHILDS, 
Preeident of Berkehire Medical Collie, 

BOWDOIN COLLBOX, ) 

Brunsteick, Jfe., March 4, 1851. { 
Messrs. Th-dbn & Co„ 

Qentlemen : — Having visited your manufastory of medicinal extracts. In New Lebanon, and 
Insoected the various processes employed, I feel it my duty to state that they are admirably 
adatoced to the end proposed, via : to procure extract* which shall contain all the active prin* 
cibles of the plant from whence they are derived, possess efficiency and uniformity of stren^, 
And which shall not be injured by keeping, by climate, change of temperature. Ice. Your £x- 
rrtLct of ONttzMiSf prepared by steam in vacuo, and from which the albumen and chlorophyle 
P~^ beeti sep irated, appears to me to be the »e plus uUra of extracts, and the same may be 
iifd indeed of all the others. You have successfully brought all the principles of pharmaceutic 
«f i^c«9 to b«far upon your various processes, and although experience may possibly suggest 
2i«S ittttrrovements. yet I candidly acknowledge that at present 1 find notbing to suggest, no- 
f^" «> ftci %ud fault with. That you may be rewarded for your enterprise and skill is rae sincere 

' -^J^ Your humble servant, 

^»*» ^^ CHA8. A. LEE, 

Prof of Materia Medica amd Therapeutics, 
For furttier commnnications we wonld refer to our general circular. 
«»«- a oarticular notice and analysis of our Extract of Conium we would refer to the Phila- 
del hto Jott^*^ **^ Pharmacy of October, 1850, and April, 1851. 

xa^MMf A- B^cke*' iHeperuatory, edition 1851. Dre W. tf S. say of Extract of Chnium ;— " That 
MJ ?om London has usually been considered i>est; but we nave $eem mud tried the Bx- 
ifnporB«« ^^ jjjg Meesre. Tilden if Co., of New York, by evaporation in vacuo at a low beat, 

^^^^IJ^V^fanndi it 8uperi4fr to any that we had previously employed." For further notice, set 
and »"Trx ' , Qgtn 
pti^ea 9«8 and 9eu. 



DIVERSITY OF NEW-YORK. 

MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. 



PBOFESBOBS OF THE OOVEBjrmO FACXFLTT. 

OraMville Sharp« PattiaoMt 191. 1>., 

ProfeMor of General, DMcrlptiTe and Surgical Auatoniy. 

Wlmwijn PalM«9 l". "D., 

Frofeaaor of Mttteria Medieaand Therapemica. 

OnnainK 8. BMI^rd, 91. "D., 

Profesior of Midwifery and the JJiBeases of Women and Children. 

Jmhm W. Draper, HI. "D., 

Profeaaor of Chemistry and Physiology. 

Alfred! C. Past, HI. I>., 

Professor of the Principles, Practice and Operations of Surgery. 

]|I«r«*4ith Clymer, M. 1^., 

Professor of the Instiintes and Practice of Medicine. 

PBOFESSOBS HOT OF THE GOVEBITIHO FACULTY. 

Charlea A. fjce, HI. "D., 

Professor of Medical Jurisprudence. 
B. W. nincrrady, HI. "D., 

Professor of Hygiene and Toxicology. 

Thamaa 9I« lllarka**, M. !>., 
Professor of Pathological and Microscopic Aoatomy. 

irilliaiB H. Tan Bnrcn, IW. I>., 

Professor of the Diseases of the Genitourinary organs. 
J. T. Ulrtcalfe, HI. D., 

Professor of Physical Diagnosis and the Diseases of the Chest. 

irilliam Barliaff, m. »•• 

Demonstrator of Anatomy. 

Cre^rffe A* Peters, 191 . H., 

Prosector to thfi Professor of Surgery. 

The Medical Faculty in announcing ibeir Lectures for the Session 1851-2, avail themselves 
of the opportunity of iuformiug the Profession of certain important changes they have made in 
their system of medical instruction. Impressed with the belief that the time has arrived for 
affording to Students more extended facilities thnii have hitherto existed, they have iucre«sed 
their means of instruction, by the appointment of five additional Professors. 

The winter course of Lectures will be conducted by the six Professors of the Govemlnj; 
Faculty as heretofore announced. It will commence ou October 20th, and terminate on the 
last day of February ; abd when the exatuination shall have been completed, commencement 
will be held, and the degrees conferred. On March 15th. another course of Lectures will be* 
gin, which will be contmued until October, when the Lectures of the wiuter seaaion will be 
resumed. This cotirse, which is thus to occupy the Spring, Summer and Aatumnal months, 
will be delivered by the Professor* both of the governing and not governing faculties. The 
instruction to be cominnnicated by the members of the faculties will be arranged so that two 
Lectures will be delivered every day, or a Clinique and a Lecture. There will be four CUa- 
iques each week, viz : one Surgical, one Medical, and two Obstetric. The fullowing are tha 
subjects to be taught. 

Anatomy, Materia Medica and Tharapenties, Midwifery and the Diseases of Women and 
Children, Chemistry and Physiology, Surgery, Practice of Medicince, Medical Jurisprudence, 
Hygiene and Toxicology, Pathological and Micro^cupic Anatomy, Diseases of the Genito-urinary 
organs, Physical Diagnosis and Diseases of the Che»t. 

Arrangements also have been made by which a Course of Lectures on the Diseases of tha 
SIcin will be given by H. D. BULKLEY, M. D. 

Whilst, therefore, no obligation is imposed upon the Students to extend the time nf Uieir 
residence in the City beyond the period of the winter session, (those who have complied with 
the regulations of the Untversitv being permiited, if they desire it, to be candidates for gradua- 
tion as heretofore,) an extended system of instruction will be continued during the rest of the 
year, to which all students of the University who have attended the w^inter Lectures, will be 
admitted free of charge. Students who have h<»t attended a full course of winter Lectures, 
and who may wish to enter for the Spring and Summer course, will be received on payment of 
the Matriculation fee and $25 ; and should they afterwards decide to become pupils of the 
University for the winter course ensuing, the $30 thus paid by them will be creditetl to tht m qu 
taking outtht-ir tickets for that course. 

It is unnecessary for the Faculty to enlarge oa the advantages thus presented. For any In* 
stitutlon to attempt to coerce its Students to pursue a much more extended course than that 
required by Medical Colleges generally, is perfectly hopeless. Rut the Faculty believe, that if. 
without any additional charge, a great and solid extension is offered, a naajority ofStudents will 
be induced to avail themselves of it, and that the superior rank which these more highly edu- 
cated Junior members will assume in the profession, will exercise a more pow^erful influence 
than any obligatory regulations. The Faculty propose to confer upon those members of the 
class, certificates of honor, as an evidence of their having pursued a more, complete course of ^ 
instruction than that followed by medical students generally. 

JOHH W. DBAPSa, President of tk€ Faculty. 
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.PRIVATE MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. 



The undersigned have associated themselves, for the purpose of affordingr private 
office in^^uction to students of Medicine. 

Gentlemen who enter the Office of either, will be instructed as follows : — in 

ANATOMY, CHEMISTRY AND PHYSIOLOGY, 

8y C. B. ISAACS, BS. D., 

* ' Demonstrator of Anatomy, Coll, Phya, 4* Surgeons. 

MEDICINE, OBSTETRICS AND PHYSICAL DLAGNOSIS, 

8y JOBXr T. BflOBTCALFB, M. Dm 

Physician to Bellevue Hospital. 
SURGERY AND MATERIA MEDICA, 
8y W. B. VAST BVaiUr, M. 2>., 

Surgeon to Bellevue and St. Vincent* a Hospitals. 

Every possible advantage will be affijrded iu the way of Clinical practice in 
Medicine, Surgery and Obstetrics, and in the study of Pathological Anatomy, and 
the use of the Microscope. 

Terms, $100 per annum, or $250 for the term of study — invariably in advance. 
Apply to Dr. IsAACd, No. 89 Greene -street. 

Dr. Metcalfe, No. 785 Broadway, cor. lOtb-stieet. 
Dr. Van Burbn, No: 121 Bleecker, cor. Wooster-st. 



GHLOBOFORM. 

PURE. 

Much of the Chloroform of commerce being very impure, and its use having in 
some cases been attended with unpleasant consequences, we have been repeatedly 
urged to make some, at our Laboratory, of a quality superior to that generally for 
sale in this market. We would therefore inform the Medical Profession, that we have 
prepared an article, the purity of which can be implicitly relied on. 

NITRATE OF SILVER 

Can also be obtained from us perfectly pcjre, either in sticks or crystals, manufactur- 
ed at our Laboratory. 

BIO&PHZZf B. 

Our Morphine having acquired a reputation superior to any other, those who have 
occasion to use the article, will be satisfied of its excellence by giving it a trial. 

WB ALSO prepare 

THE SYRUP OF IODINE OF IRON, 

Now so highly esteemed as a remedy iu Scrofulous complaints. These articles ( which 
it is of the greatest consequence to physicians to have of reliable quality) are, with our 
other preparations, offered to the notice of those desiring 

Pure Drugs and Chemicals, and Superior Extracts, 

By PHILIP SCHIEFFELIN, ^HAINES & CO., 
DRUGGISTS AND MANUFACTURING CHEMISTS^ 

lOy lYATBR STREET, NEW YORK. 



MEM ©o (S1HI]E¥AILII]E]R5 

MANUFACTUKEK OF 

SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS, 

193 Broadway, comer of Dey 8treet9 



NEW- YORK. 



SPECTACLES-EYE SIGHT. 

OFFICE 52 BOWBRT, 

Tliree Doors from the Theatre, New-York. 

E. SKOTT, SPECTACLE MAKER, 

Consulting and Practical Optician, Public Lecturer on the Anatomical Form and 
Physiology of the Human Eye, and on the (rood and bad effects of Spectacles. 
All Spectacles purchased from E. SKOTT will be exchanged free of cost, if not 
satisfactory. lie also repairs and fits glasses into parties* own frames, and always 
adjusts his Spectacles to the Eye ou the meet approved principles that have been dis- 
covered in modern science. 

OFFICE 52 BOWERY, three doors from the Theatre, New-York. 
E. SKOTT, has the pleasure of referring to the Surgeons of the N. Y. Eye 
Infirmary, and other distinguished medical gentlemen of this city, from whom he 
hiis received testimonials. 



SANDERSON'S NEW TRUSS. 

The action of this instrument is derived from a fixture in the centre, which re- 
verses the pressure obtained from the ordinary Truss, and directs it to the several in- 
dications of the disease. The canal, through which the hernia protrudes, being two 
and a half inches in length, diverging through a series of ligaments, from the interior 
of the abdomen towards the centre, where it comes out externally, it follows that the 
compression must be directed to the entire length, or otherwise the difficulty is in- 
creased. This instrument consequently throws the pressure first upon the external 
opening, and as the draft is made upon the levers, which are bent to the shape of 
the body, it is ejctended along the canal until the internal opening is closed against 
further protrusion. Then by fastening the back strap, the viscera are held in the 
canity until the natural contractions effect the cure. For sale, wholesale and re- 
tail, at the 

HOOD'S TRUSS OFFICE, 

NO. 3 BARCLAY-STREET, NEW-YORK. 



The Nfew-YoBK Medical Timbs will be published on the Ist of every month. Ck>mninnica 
tions may be addressed to the Editor, No. 47 Amity street. Terra?, $2 per annnm, payable in 
advance. 



Terns «f Advertising In the New-York Medical Times. 

One Paff©, f4 00 

Each additional insertion, . 2 00 

One half of a Page, ... 250 
Medical Ck>llege Notices, occupying one psge, two months, or two innertions, $10. Half page 

two months, $5. 

All Advertisements for less than three months must be prepaid. 



Each additional insertion, . $1 50 

One-fourth of a Page, . . . 1 .'iO 
Each additional insertion, . . 1 00 



LECTURES ON DISEASES OF THE CHEST. 



The andersigaed proposes to continue his winter course of 

FREE LECTURES 

ON DISEASES OF THE LUNGS AND HEART, 

On every Tuesday Evening, (corannencing November 4th,) from 8 to 9 o'clock, ai 
his Rooms, No. 49 East Broadway. 

lUustratious will be given by numerous Casts, Drawings, and Morbid Spbcimcns. 

There will be a CHEST CLINIQUE, with pathological demonstrations, at the 
same place, at 3 o'clock, on each succeeding Saturday afternoon. 

8lnd«Bto, and member* •f the Pr^feeaion, are reepecCfnIly iaviled. 

JOHN W. C0R801V, M. D., 

• One op the Physicians op the Brooklyn City Hospital. 
New York, Oct. 20th, 1851. 



'9 

ANATOMICAL DRAUGHTSMAN, 

58 IiISPKIVAB1» STRSKT, (Near Broadway.) 

Lithography, Wood Engraring, and Medical Print Coloring attended to. 

Lessons given in Anatomical Drawing. 
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MEDICAL PSOFESSION AND DEAIEBS IN MEDICINE. 



Your earnest attention is requested to a branch of banness intimatidy ooa* 
neeted with success in the treatment of disease. It is well known among diolen^ 
aad yet not generally known by the profesaon and the public, that pure and 
genuine medicines, partioulary pure powdered drugs, from the first quality { 
gnms and roots, are scarcely procurable in this country, and, therefore, phj- 
nciftns cften prescribe medicines to meet certain indications in the disease of 
the patient, without obtaining the deared and expected beneficial result. To 
enumerate the articles of adulterated medicines that are daily sold in market, 
would be to name almost the entire list of the materia medica. From the finer 
ind more important chemicals and pharmaceutical preparations, such as Mor* 
phine, Qainine, Hydriodate Potass, Calomel, Blue Pill, &C., &c., down to th* 
nest common, and those of daily use, such as Cream Tartar, Rhubarb, Super 
Carb., Soda, &c., the adulterations are so adroitly made, that even the closest 
Bspection, without analyzation, will not detect them. Quinine is often Ibond 
argely adulterated (in some instances more than half) with Mannite and 
ither substances. Blue mass and Calomel haye been found much more thaa 
lalf adulteration. A gentleman, at one time connected with an extendye 
nanufacturing establishment, informed us that, just before he left £ngland9 
he factory turned out more than four thousand pounds of Blue Pill, contain- 
ig Barytes, instead of Mercury ; and it was all destined for the Americoxi 
larket. 

It seems to be somewhat difficult to determine where the blame rests for 
lis state of things. An importing house, well known m this city, was aoonsed, 
»t long since, of selling impure drags, and replying to the charge, through 
16 New- York Express newspaper, they say : 

The pretence that druggists who bay medicineB of wholesale and commission merchants, to 
^nse them or sell them at retail, are imposed upon or misled in the purchase of inferior arti- 
M, is too unfounded to deserve any other answer than can be gathered firom the rery article in 
estion. The price is an infallible test of the purity of all Medicines. Our customers require, 
i we consequently import and sell to them, Blue mass at $1 20 per pound, and a common arti- 
ai 75 or 80 cents. 

Wb always keep and furnish the best drugs to those that will buy them. Tor those that require 
inferior article, we keep an inferior article, which we sell for, and they buy as inferior, and at 
MS price. 

From this it would seem that the chief difficulty was the unwillingness of 

jrers to pay the price of good drugs. Buyers, in their turn, allege that the 

isomer, the physician, arid the apothecary will not pay for pure drugs, and 

1 buy where cheapness^ not quality, is the standard. 

Vhile we are not able to say where the blame lies, one thing we hate de- 

tnined on, and that is, that it shall not be upon us. 

?he importance of pure chemicals is felt by every practitipner, and yet 

f are scarcely to be obtained in any part of the country, as they are 

Luded by the low price of the ordinary article. Indeed, several chemi- 

» of great value in the treatment of disease, have almost fallen into 

se, firom the simple fact of their known impurity as furnished to the pro. 

on* 

caowing this matter to be worthy the first and earnest connderaiion of the 

tafionerf we would respectfully aslt; ftttexition to the accompanying 



CIRCULAR. 

The recent law of Congress, in relation to adulterated Drugs, giYei us tlid 
Of^ortunitj of bringing more generally to the favorable notice of Physician! 
and Apothecaries, our preparation of superior medicines, known as 

••PHILIP SCHIEFFELIN & CO/S EXTRA MEDICINES." 

Our establishment having been in operation in this city for biorb tuav 
HAJLP A ciNTURY, givcs US thc benefit of long experience in determining the 
qualities of articles, and anderstanding the wants of those who wish to dis- 
pense medicines of uniform strength. We wish to call particular attention 
to our Extra Powders, which are pulverized from selected roots and gums of 
the very best quality, and, when necessary, every piece is broken and ex- 
OBiined under our own immediate supervision, and consequently possess a 
purity hitherto unknown in this country, and a uniformity of action upon 
which the physician may rely with perfect confidence. 

Powdered Jalap, (which is so frequently found adulterated or utterly 
worthless,) when prepared by us is from the roots of the true Mexican Jalap 
and not from the spurious and inert roots and tops of the plant, which has 
been so commonly sold of late in our principal sea-ports. Our powdered 
Ipecac, estra, also, will be found much superior to the usual article of com 
merce, being made from the true Brazilian Ipecacuanha, and consisting solely 
of the active outer coating of the root, carefully separated from the ligneooa 
parts, and from all other inert matters. In pulveriziog Colocynth, extra, we 
retain only the active pulp of the apple, rejecting the seeds, which latter con 
stitute the principal part of the weight of the fruit, and are nearly inert. 
Powdered Rhubarb, extra, we prepare from the best East India Rhubarb, 
which is culled over with great care, every root being broken to detect any 
unsoundness. The powdered Resin Guaiac, extra, is the pure Resin collected 
in tears, entirely free from the dross and dirt usual to the ordinary Guaiac of 
commerce. 

Hxe Scammony, also, is powdered from an article differing in appearance, 
and very much superior to what is usually sold for Aleppo Scammony. Blue 
Pill, beariog our label, will always contain one-third part of Mercury, and our 
Hydro-sublimed Calomel will be found to be of superior and regular quality. 

Care is taken to have these "Extra Medicines^^ not only pure^ but of the best 
quality procurable. When required, any of these articles can be obtained of 
us in their original state, as some may desire a superior article to use unpo^w- 
dered. The hfe of the patient, as well as the success and reputation of the 
physician atod apothecary, depends so much upon the prompt action of the me- 
dicines used in sickness, that we feel every confidence that any effort to far. 
nish them with pure and superior drugs will be fully appreciated. To 
preserve the preparations from being injured by the air and moisture^ tHey 
are generally put up in bottles and jars, containing one pound each, and a.l8o 
in five and ten pound canisters. They should be kept as much as possible 
from the light. 

It will be observed that the prices of these superior articles are necesaanly 
er than those of the ordinary kind, and physicians and merchanta at a 



£0tAne6, whan they wUh thii qaality sent thta, an pmeolirly rtf uetUd to 
write for the " £zTft\ Msdicines'' of 

Philip Sohiefielin, Hainas ft Co., 

Druggists and CufMisTS, Nxw-Yokx. 

In ordir further to insure the purity of our Powders, we have everything pul 
vtrized under our own inspection^ and on our own premises, 

EXTRA POWDERS. 

PuIt. Sl«campM«, 
" Xrgotf 
'^ Ic 



Aromatic Potrdtr, V. B. P. 
PuW. African PepMr, 

« Alam, 

" Allspice, 

" Aloes, Cape, 

« " Socot, 

" Anafoetida, 

" Antimonj, Kef.BlkJnlpli. 

1 Angostora Bark, 
ADiseeds, 



Barberrj Bark, 
Betladonni 



L 01. Tiali, 
Ezt. Coloernth. OM., 
" Licorice, GaUb, 
Poenngrek Seed, 
Gentian Root, 
GiDffer, Jamalc*, 
Golaen Seal, 

Goaiac Reain, from Tean, 
Gum Arabic, Torkej, 
Gamboge, 
Mastlch, 
Myrrh, 



Tfs«acAnth, 
Hellebore, White, 
Hyosciamns, 

Ipecac, without the woody 
[centre, 
Ipecac And Opium, (Do- 
(Ter^s Powders, 
Jalap, 
Kino, TruOi 
LobeliA, 

". 8eed% 
Mandrake, 
Marsh Bosemazy, 
Mace, 
Mezereon, 
Nax Vomica, 
Nitrate PotaH, Pure, 
Nutmen, 
NutgalU, 



PuIt. Opium, Turkey, 
^' Orange PeeL 
« Orris Boot, 
" Pepper, Cayeane, i 
" Pepper, Black, 
" PeruTian Bark, Loxa, 
" « « Red, 

•* ** " Caliiftyft, 

Prickly Ash Bark, 
' Pink Boot, 



Pleurisy Root, 
Rhubarb, Turkey, 

*' B. iBdU, 

Bhatany Root, 
SsrsaparilU, Para, 
Sage, 

Summer Savory, 
Sweet Marjoram, 
Sabina, 
Senna, Alex. 
Seneka Boot, 
Seammony, Aleppo, No. 1, 
" Virgin, 

*^lo«.TiaU, 
Snakeroot, Virginia, 
Squills. 
Sulphate Copper, 

*^ Iron, 

« PotaM, 
Uva Ursi, 
Valerian, XngUah, 
&c., kc 



tlladonna. 

Blood Root, 

Bitter Root, 
" Black Boot, 
" Borax, 
" Buchu, 
" -Caraway Seeds, 
" Cantharidea, 
" Canella Alba, 
** Gardamon, (Seeds only,) 
" Cicuta, 
" CraneabiU, 
" , Glores, 

" Cinnamon, ordinary, 
" " Ceylon, 

" Cohosh, Black, 
" Golumbo, 
" Colchieum Root, 
« " Seed, 

" Colocynth Pulp, 
" Cubebs, 
« Digitalis, « Nutgalls, I 

Bottles and Cans at Cost. 

When put up in i and k lb. Bottles, jit 10 cents per ponnd advance 

As maDj of the Gams, &c., are of unusual purity, for instance Gyaiao, 

Aloes, A-seafoetida, &o., &o., they are very liable to ran together and become 

lolid. Even the ordinary common gums of commerce are so apt to run tbge* 

9ier that Drag-grinders usually grind with them some woody substance, such 

10 Licorice-root, Gentian-root, &o., &c. Some roots that are rich in resin, sach 

IB Rhubarb, Jalap, &c., &c., are also apt to agglomerate. The Extra Pow* 

lers being perfectly pure, and free from all foreign substances, are therefore 

acre liable to become solid than the common qualities, ^ut where they do io» 

re will replace them with others that are freshly powdered. 

Pure Chemicals, Prepared at our Laboratory. 



Btimonj Tartrate. Crystals, 
« •» Puly. 

■anoni% Aqna, 

" Liquor Fort, 

BUnoniated Alcoliol, 

" " Aromatic, 

Kent Kitras, 
u u Crystals, 

inar Caustic, Nos. 1, 2, 3, 
fri Carb, Precipitated, 

♦ « «• Pure, 
" Balphas, Pure, 

* ^* Bxsiccat, 



Iodide, Lead, 

" '* Crystals, 

" Iron, 

" « Pure, 

Mercury, Bin Iodide, 

" « ^* Crysi 

" « Protoiodide, 

Morphine, Sulphate, 

'^ Acetate, 
GranTille's Lotion, 
Oil Copaiya, 
Oil Cubebs, 
Collodion. 1 oz. vials, 
Preeipated Chalk, 



Pruasic Acid, 

Potassa Nitras, l^ure^ 

Spirits Nitri Dule, 

Syrup Iodide Iron, 

Sulphuret Potansa, 

Vallet's Ferruginous 1 

Zinei Acetas, 

Zinci Sulphas, 

Zinci Chloride, 

Chloride Soda, de Labarra^ma, 

Confection Roses, 

Confection Senna, 

Blue Pill, Ma!«8, 

TTng Mercurial, 



Ude, Arsenic, 

We are also manufacturing Inspissated and Hydro Alcoholic Extracts, to 

respond with our other goods, and in purity and efficacy not equalled by 
offered in this or any other market. 



4 
The Hjdrb Moobolie Sxtraott ax^ prepared by steam preeeii, and in a Taetb- 
am, in such f^ manner that the yaluable properties of the plan^are preserved 
uninjured, and at the same time a eonsistenoe, color, and taste are obtained, 
^which are not found in the regetable extracts now in common use, and which 
are sufficient eyidence of their superiority. Among them are 



Ext. of Belladobna, 

*• '' Butternut, 

« »' Bucbu, 

" " Bloodroot, 

« *' Conittm, 

" « " Seeds, 

« « " Oerm»B, 

« " Chamomile, 

** " Colocynth, Ordinary, 

« »* Colocynth, Opt. 

** '* Dandelion, Alcoholic, 



Ext. of Dandelion, IJispiMated, 

" Digitalia, 

" Oentian, Opt., 
« « Ordinary, 

" HyosoiamoB, 

" Hops, 

« Jalap, 

" Lupulise, 

" Nux Vomica, 

« Pinkroot, 

" Qnassia, 



Ext. of Bhubarh, 

" *' Sarsaparilla, Simplex, 

" « " Compound, 

« « Para " AlcohoUo, 

" « Hon., « AlcohoUc, 

" " Stramonium, 

" " " Seed!, 

« « English Valerian, 

« « Dutch, " 



It is a well-established fact, that many plants which in their native condi- 
tions are possessed of very active medicinal properties, by cultivation lose 
tbeir peculiar characteristics, and become nearly inert. Some vegetables 
which belong to poisonous families of plants by cultivation are made innocu- 
ous, and are freely eaten as food, as the Potato, Parsnep, Celery, &c., &c. 

To ensure to our extracts, such as Hyosciamus, Belladonna, Cicuta, fyc, all the 
active tkerapeutical f/fec^^ "which they should possess, we take pains to procure 
the herbs from which they are prepared from places where they are indigenous 
to the soil : viz., from Germany, France, England, India, &c., &c. : and they 
are consequently much superior to extracts made from the cultivated plants 
gf American growth. 

These extracts, together with our Pure Chemicals and Extra Powders, sa 
favorably known throughout the Southern and Western States, have received 
the unqualified approbation of various Medical Associations, and of Phyd- 
cians and Apothecaries wherever known. Their superior efficacy in all pre- 
scriptions will»be at once apparent to every one who reflects upon the difficulty 
oftentimes experienced in the administration of the common drugs of com* 
merce, and the loss of life consequent upon the use of inert remedies, 

JU^ The great and increasing demand for Cod Liver Oil, and the difficulty 

of procuring the oil in its pure state, and such as we can guarantee to our 

customers, has induced us to send an agent to the fisheries, for the purpose of 

having the best article that can be offered in raarket. This article will also 

bear our label when put up in bottles, and be warranted pure, when ordered 
in bulk. 

The value of this oil, as a remedial agent in scrofulous affections and pulmo- 
nary diseases, is no longer a question — the daily experience of medical men, ia 
its administration, only adds to its reputation. In this, as in all articles upotQ 
which we place the guarantee of our name, we wish to be understood as 
offering, to the purchaser and consumer of medicine, the best of its kind that 
the market can afford. 

TO DRUGGISTS.^In addition to the Extra Medicines, we also ksxf a 

LARGE AND WELL- ASSORTED STOCK OF THE ORDINART DrUGS AND MeDICIKSS 

or commerce, carefully selected, and the best that can be phonurjed. 
Our Essential Oils and other Liquids we obtain from the most aeliabub 
sources, and are submitted to every enown test for impurities ; and ws 

AVOID' PURCHASING ANY KIND OF DrUGS IN THE POWDERED STAi^E. 

Our arrangements and facilities are such that we can offer inducx* 

MENTS to dealers WHICH MUST INFLUENCE ALL WHO NOT ONLY LIKE TO HhTM 
A FAIR EQUIVALENT FOR THEIR MONEY, BUT AT THE SAMS TIME TO. HAVE GOOIM 

THAT are what they purport to be, and such as will bear the silkicTKST 

XZAMZNATIOM AND ANALYSIS. 
_ . QeORQB F. NkBBITT j( Co., i'JtlJiTlCKS, COK. >^ALL & WaTKH fcT».. N. Y, 



PUBE MEDICINAL EX!ntACTS. 

WE WOULD CALL THE ATTENTION OF PHYSICIANS, APOTHECARIES AND 
DRUGGISTS, to oiir list of PURE EXTRACTS and anDexed tMtimoniala. 

TILDEN & Co., 98 Johu street, New York. 
Inspissated Alcoholic and Hsrdro-Alcoholic Extracts. 

Aconite. Dtfitalis. Malefern. 

Rutteraul. Dulcamara. Mullein. 

Belladonna. -Dock, yellow. Oak, white. 

Bitter Root. Garget, or Poke. " black. 

Boneset. Gentian. ** red. 

Burdock. HyoRcyamus. Poppy. 

Blood Root. Hardhack. Princess Pine . 

Blue Flag. Hups. Rue. 

Boxwood. Hellebore, black. Sarin. 

Couium. *' white. Sarsaparilla, American. 

Chamomile. Ifarebound. '• Rio Negro. 

Cohosh, black. ludisn Hemp. ** Compound. 

** blue. Lettuce, Garden. Thornapple. 

Clover. '* Wild. Wormwood. 

Cowparanip. Lobelia. 

Dandelion. Mandrake. 

" Medical Society of the State of New York. 
** Res9lvedt That thia Society haying seen and examined, and several of them having used 
the vftrioua Vegetable Extracts, made by Messrs. Tilden & Co., of New Lebanon, New- York, 
and bein^ satisfied of the valuable character of these preparations, hereby recommend them to 
the members of the profession generally. 

*« Albany, February 6th, 1850. " P. VAN BUREN. Secretary:* 

We have liberal testimonals from several State and county locations. 



Berkshikb Medical Institute, \ 
Pi«s^W,Feb.7, 1851. 5 
I have twice visited the establishment of the Messrs. Tilden, at New Lebanon, N. Y., com- 
prising their B itanic Gardens, Steam Mills, and Extract Works, and through the politeness of 
the proprietors examined the raw material, the several processes by whicn the medicinal ex- 
tracts are prepared, and a large number of the extracts themselves. Some of these I have 
used in my practice during the past year. I take great pleasure in certifying that in my opin- 
ion the establishment supplies a long-felt want in the profession— efficient and reliable extracts 
— and I do most cheerfully recommend their trial to physicians. 

H. H. CHILDS, 
President of Berkshire Medical College. 



BowDOiN College, i 
Brunsunckf Me., March 4, 1851. jl 

MbssRs. Tii.i>«n & Co., 

Octttlenien : — Having visited your manufastory of medicinal extracts, in New Lebanon, and 
inspected the various processes employed, I feel it my duty to state that they are admirably 
adimted to the end proposed, viz : to procure extracts which shall contain all the active prin- 
ciples of the plant from whence they are derived, possess efficiency and uniformity of strentrth, 
and which shall not be injured by keeping, by climate, change of temperature, &c. Your Ex - 
tract of Conium, prepared by steam in vacuo, and from which the albumen and chlorophyle 
have been sep irated, appears to me to be the ne plus ultra of extracts,, and the same may be 
said indeed of «11 the others. You have successfully brought all the principles of pharmaceutic 
science to bear upon your various processes, and although experience may possibly suggest 
some improTements, yet I candidly acknowledge that at present 1 find nothing to suggest, no- 
thin? to find fault with. That you may be rewarded for your enterprise and skill is the sincere 
wialf nf Your humble servant, 

"^"^ °' CHA8. A. LEE, 

Prof, of Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 

For further communicationfl we would refer to our general circular. 

For a particular notice and analysis of our Extract of Conium we would refer to the Phila- 
delphia Journal of Pharmacy of October, 1850, and April, 1851. 



Wood Sf Backers Digpeneatory, edition 1851. I)rs. W. SfB. say of Extract of Conium r— " Thai. 
imoorted from Condon has usually been considered best; but we have seen and tried the Ex- 
tract prepared by the Messrs. Tilden Sf Co., of New-York, by evaporation in vacuo at alow heat, 
and have round it superior to any that we had previously employed." For further notice, see 
pages 968 and 980. 



4 
The Hjdrd Modiolie Extraots aii6 preimred by steam preeeifl, and i& a taen- 
nm, in 8uch a manner that the valuable properties of the plan^are preserved 
uninjared, and at the same time a consistenoe, color, and taste are obtained, 
^which are not found in the vegetable extracts now in common use, and which 
ar^ sufficient evidence of their superiority. Among them are 



Ext. of Belladotina, 

*• '' Batternnt, 

« *' Buchu, 

« " Bloodroot, 

« '* CoDittm, 

" « " SMd«, 

« " » Oerm»B, 

" " Ghanomile, 

« " Colocynth, Ordinary, 

•* »* Colocynth, Opt. 

** ** Dandelion, Alcoholic, 



Ext. of Dandelion, IJisplMated, 

" " Digitalis, 

" " Gentian, Opt., 

« ♦r u Ordinary, 

" " HyosoiamoB, 

« « Hops, 

"• « Jalap, 

« « Lupuli»e, 

« " Nux Vomica, 

« " Pinkroot, 

" " Qnassia, 



Ext. of Bhabarh, 

" -' Sarsaparilla, Simplex, 

" " " Compound, 

« « Para « AlcohoUo, 

" « Hon., « AlcoboUc, 

" " Stramoninm, 

« « " SeMii, 

" " English Valerian, 

« « Dutch, « 



It is a well-established fact, that many plants which in their native condi- 
tions are possessed of very active medicinal properties, by cultivation lose 
their peculiar characteristics, and become nearly inert. Some vegetables 
which belong to poisonous families of plants by cultivation are made innocu- 
ous, and are freely eaten as food, as the Potato, Parsnep, Celery, &c., &o. 

To ensure to our extracts, such as Hyosciamus, Belladonna, Cicuta, fyc, all the 
active therapeutical ejffects 'whioh they should possess, we take pains to procure 
the herbs from which they are prepared from places where they are indigenous 
to the soil : vis., from Germany, France, England, India, &c., &c. : and they 
are consequently much superior to extracts made from the cultivated plants 
9f American growth. 

These extracts, together with our Pure Chemicals and Extra Powders, so 
favorably known throughout the Southern and Western States, have received 
the unqualified approbation of various Medical Associations, and of Physi- 
cians and Apothecaries wherever known. Their superior efficacy in all pre- 
scriptions will-be at once apparent to every one who reflects upon the difficulty 
oftentimes experienced in the administration of the common drugs of com. 
merce, and the loss of life consequent upon the use of inert remedios. 

8l&* The great and increasing demand for Cod Liver Oil, and the difficulty 

of procuring the oil in its pure state, and such as we can guarantee to our 

customers, has induced us to send an agent to the fisheries, for the purpose of 

having the be^t article that can be offered in raarket. This article will also 

bear our label when put up in bottles, and be warranted pure, when ordered 
in bulk. 

The value of this oil, as a remedial agent in scrofulous affections and pulmo- 
nary diseases, is no longer a question — the daily experience of medical men, in 
its administration, only adds to its reputation. In this, as in all articles upon 
which we place the guarantee of our name, we wish to be understood as 
offering, to the purchaser and consumer of medicine, the best of its kind that 
the market can afford. 

TO DRUGGISTS.^In addition to the Extra Medicines, we also keep a 

LARGE and W£^L-ASS0RTED STOCK OF THE ORDINARY DrUGS AND MEDICINES 

or commerce, carefully selected, and the best that can be photured. 
Our Essential Oils and other Liquids we obtain from the most reliable 
sources, and are submitted to evert known test for impurities ] and wjs 

AVOID' purchasing ANT KIND OF DrUGS IN THE POWDERED STAiE. 

Our arrangements and facilities are such that we can offer inducs- 
ments to dealers which must influence all who not omlt like to hats 
a fair equivalent for their monet, but at the sams time to have goods 
THAT are what thet purport to be, and such as will bear the siIrictest 

XZAMXNATIOM AND ANALYSIS. 

GEOEOB F. NlCBiJlTT & Co., i'KlliTKKS, COK. WaLL & WaTKH fc,T8.. K. Y. 



PUBE MEDICINAL EXTRACTS. 

WE WOULD CALL THE ATTENTION OF PHYSICIANS, APOTHECARIES AND 
DRUGGISTS, to our list of PURE EXTRACTS and anDexed tMtimoniaU. 

TILDEN & Co., 98 Johu street, New York. 
Inspissated Alcoholic and Hsrdro-Alcoholic Extracts. 

Aconite. Difitatia. Malefern. 

Butternut. Dulcamara. Mullein. 

Belladonna. Dock, yellow. Oak, while. 

Bitter Rooc Garget, or Poke. " black. 

Boneset. Gentian. " red. 

Burdock. Hyoscyamus. Poppy. 

Blood Root. Hardhack. Princess Pine. 

Blue Flag. Hops. Rue. 

Boxwood. Hellebore, black. Savin. 

Cottium. " white. Sarsapitrilia, American. 

Chamomile. Ifarebound. *• Kio Negro. 

Cohosh, black. Indinn Hemp. *' Compound. 

** blue. Lettuce, Garden. Thornapple. 

Clover. " Wild. Wormwood. 

Cowparsnip. Lobelia. 

Dandelion. Mandrake. 

•• Medical Society of ike Slate of New York. 
*' Resolved, That thla Society having seen and examined, and several of them having used 
the varioua Vegetable Extracts, made by Messrs. Tilden & Co., of New Lebanon, New- York, 
and bein^ satisfied of the valuable character of these preparations, hereby recommend them to 
the members of the profession gene tally. 

" Albany, February 6tA, 1850. " P. VAN BUREN. Secretary r 

We have liberal testimonals from several State and county locations. 



Berkshire Medical Institute, > 
Pittsfield, Feb. 7, 1851. 5 
I have twice visited the establishment of the Messrs. Tilden, at New Lebanon, N. Y., com- 
prising their B jtaoic Gardens, Steam Mills, and Extract Works, and through the politeness of 
the proprietors examined the raw material, the several processes by whicn the medicinal ex- 
tracts are prepared, and a large number of the extracts themselves. Some of these I have 
used in my practice during the past year. I take great pleasure in certifying that in my opin- 
ion the establishment supplies a long*felt want in the profession— efficient and reliable extracts 
— and I do most cheerfully recommend their trial to physicians. 

H. H. CHILDS, 
President of Berkshire Medical College. 



BowDoiN College, i 
Brunswick, Me.^ March 4, 1851. \ 
Messrs. Tilden Sc Co., 

Gctttiemen :--Having visited your manufastory of medicinal extracts, in New Lebanon, and 
inspected the various processes employed, I feel it my duty to state that they are admirably 
adapted to the end proposed, viz : to procure extracts which shall contain all the active prin- 
ciples of the plant from whence they are derived, possess efficiency and uniformity of streuirth, 
and which shall not be injured by keeping, by climate, change of temperature, &c. Your Ex • 
tract of Conium, prepared by steam in vacuo, and from which the albumen and chlorophyle 
have been sen irateo, appears to me to be the ne plus uUra of extracts^ and the same may be 
said indeed of uU the others. You have successfully brought all the principles of pharmaceutic 
science to bear upon your various processes, and although experience may possibly suggest 
some improvements, yet I candidly acknowledge that at present 1 find nothing to suggest, no- 
thing to find fault with. That you may be rewarded for your enterprise and skill is the sincere 
wish of Yuur humble servant, 

CHA8. A. LEE, 
Prof, of Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 
For further communications we would refer to our general circular. 

For a particular notice and analy&is of our Extract of Conium we would refer to the Phila- 
delphia Journal of Pharmacy of October, 1850, and April, 1851 . 

Wood if Backers Dispensatory, edition 1851. Drs. W. 6fB. say of Extract oj Conium r— •' That 
imported from London has usually been considered beet; but we have seen and tried the Ex- 
tract prepared by the Messrs. Tilde7i ff Co., of Neto^York, by evaporation in vacuo at alow heat, 
and have found it superior to any that we had previously employed." For further notice, see 
pages 968 and 980. 



.PRIVATE MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. 



The undersigned have associated themselves, for the purpose of affording private 
office iuG^ruction to students of Medicine. 

Gentlemen who enter the Office of either, will be instructed as follows: — in 

ANATOMY, CHEMISTRY AND PHYSIOLOGY, 

8y C. B. ISAACS, SS. D., 

' • Demonstrator of Anatomy, Coll. Phya. ^ Surgeons. 

MEDICINE, OBSTETRICS AND PHYSICAL DIAGNOSIS, 

By JOBXr T. BKBTCALFB, B0[. B., 

Physician to Bellevue Hospital. 

SURGERY AND MATERIA MEDICA, 
By W. B. VAXr BlTBBSflr, BK. B., 

Surgeon to Bellevue and St. VincenVa Hospitals, 

Every possible advantage will be afforded iu the way of Clinical practice in 
Medicine, Surgery and Obstetrics, and in the study of Pathological Anatomy, and 
the use of the Microscope. 

Terms, $100 per annum, or $250 for the term bf study — invariably in advance. 
Apply to Dr. Isaacs, No. 89 Greene-street, 

Dr. Metcalfe, No. 785 Broadway, cor. lOth-street. 
Dr. Van Burbn, No: 121 Bleecker, cor. Wooster-st. 



CHLOROFOBM. 

PURE. 

Much of the Chloroform of commerce being very impare, and its use having in 
some cases been attended with unpleasant consequences, we have been repeatedly 
urged to make some, at our Laboratory, of a quality superior to that generally for 
sale in this market. We would therefore inform the Medical Profession, that we have 
prepared an article, the purity of which can be implicitly relied on. 

NITBATE OF SILVER 

Can also be obtaiaed from us perfectly pc7re, either in sticks or crystals, manufactar. 
ed at our Laboratory. 

MO&PHIlf B. 

Our Morphine having acquired a reputation superior to any other, those who have 
occasion to use the article, will be satisfied of its excellence by giving it a trial. 

WE ALSO prepare 

THE SYRUP OF IODINE OF IRON, 

Now so highly esteemed as a remedy in Scrofulous complaints. These articles ( which 
it is of the greatest consequence to physicians to have of reliable quality) are, with our 
other preparations, offered to the notice of those desiring 

Pure Drugs and Chemicals, and Superior Extracts, 

By PHILIP SCHIEFFELIN, -HAINES & CO., 
DRUGGISTS AND MANUFACTURING CHEMISTS.^ 

107 WATER STREET, NEW YORK. 



MANUFACTUKER OF 

SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS, 

193 Broadway, comer of Dey Street* 

NEW- YORK. 



SPECTACLES-EYE SIGHT. 

OFFICE 52 BOWBRT, 

Three Doors from the Theatre, New-York. 

E. SKOTT, SPECTACLE MAKER, 

Consulting and Practical Optician, Public Lecturer on the Anatomical Form and 
Physiology of the Human Eye, and on the trood and bad effects of Spectacles. 
All Spectacles purchased from £. SKOTT will be exchanged free of cost, if not 
satisfactory. He also repairs and fits glasses into parties' own frames, and always 
adjusts his Spectacles to the Eye on the most approved principles that have been dis- 
covered in modern science. 

OFFICE 52 BOWERY, three doors from the Theatre, New-York. 
E. SKOTT, has the pleasure of referring to the Surgeons of the N. Y. Eye 
Infirmary, and other distinguished medical gentlemen of this city, from whom he 
has received testimonials. 

SANDERSOFS JVEW TJIUSS. 

The action of this instrument is derived from a fixture in the centre, which re- 
verses the pressure obtained from the ordinary Truss, and directs it to the several m- 
dications of the disease. The canal, through which the hernia protrudes, being two 
and a half inches in length, diverging through a series of ligaments, from the interior 
of the abdomen towards the centre, where it comes out externally, it follows that the 
compression must be directed to the entire length, or otherwise the difficulty is in- 
creased. This instrument consequently throws the pressure first upon the external 
opening, and as the draft is made upon the levers, which are bent to the shape of 
the body, it is ejctended along the canal until the internal opening is closed against 
further protrusion. Then by fastening the back strap, the viscera are held in the 
cavity until the natural contractions effect the cure. For sale, wholesale and re- 
tail, at the 

HOOD'S TRUSS OFFICE, 

NO. 3 BARCLAY-STREET, NEW-YORK. 



The Nfew*YoBK Mboical Times will be published on the 1st of every month. Ck>mniunica 
tlona may be addressed to the Editor, No. 47 Amity street. Terras, $fi per amium, payable in 
advance. 



Terms «f AdTertlsIng In the New-York MecUcal Times. 

One Psffo. f 4 00 I Each additional insertion, . $1 50 

fiach additional insertion, . . 2 00 One-fourth of a Page, . . . i .'lO 

One half of a Page, . . 3 50 | Each additional Insertion, . . 1 00 

M«<iical College Notices, occupying one page, two months, or two insertions, f 10. Half page 

two months, $5. 

A Jl Advertisements for less than three months must be prepaid. 



LECTURES ON DISEASES OF THE CHEST. 



The undersigaed proposes to continue his winter course of 

FREE LECTUBES 

ON DISEASES OF THE LTTNOS AND HEART, 

Oa every Tuesday Evening, (commencing November 4th,) from 8 to 9 o'clock, ai 
bis Rooms, No. 49 East Broadway. 

lllustratious will be given by numerons Casts, Drawings, and Morbid Specimens. 

There will be a CHEST CLINIQUE, with pathological demonstrations, at th« 
same place, at 3 o'clock, on each succeeding Saturday afternoon. 

Stnd«Bts, and Oleiiibcr* •f the Pr«fesai«n, are reapecCfnlly iaviced. 

JOHIV W. CORSON, m. D., 

• One of the Physicians of the Brooklyn City Hospital. 
New York, Oct. 20th, 1851. 



ANATOMICAL DRAUGHTSMAN, 

98 IiISPKIVAB]> STRSKT, (Near Broadway.) 

Litho^Aphy, Wood Engraring, and Medical Print Coloring attended to. 

Lessons given in Anatomical Drawing. 
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MEDICAL PROFESSION AND DEAtEBS IN MEDICINE. 



Your earnest attention is requested to a branch of bosinees intimately emf 
neoted with success in the treatment of disease. It is well known among diaUri^ 
and yet not generally known by the profession and the public, that pure and 
genuine medicines, partioulary pure powdered drugs, from the first quality | 
gums and roots, are scarcely procurable in this country, and, therefore, phy- 
sicians cften prescribe medicines to meet certain indications in the disease of 
the patient, without obtaining the desired and expected beneficial result. To 
enumerate the articles of adulterated medicines that are daily sold in market, 
would be to name almost the entire list of the materia medica. From the finer 
and more important chemicals and pharmaceutical preparations, such as Mor- 
phine, Quinine, Hydriodate Potass, Calomel, Blue Pill, &c., &c., down to the 
most common, and those of daily use, such as Cream Tartar, Rhubarb, Super 
Garb., Soda, &c., the adulterations are so adrdtly made, that even the closest ^ 
inspection, without analyzation, will not detect them. Quinine is often Ibund 
largely adulterated (in some instances more than half) with Mannite and 
other substances. Blue mass and Calomel have been found much more than 
half adulteration. A gentleman, at one time connected with an eztensiye 
manufacturing establishment, informed us that, just before he left England» 
the factory turned out more than four thousand pounds of Blue Pill, contain* 
ing Barytes, instead of Mercury ; and it was all destined for the American 
market. 

It seems to be somewhat difficult to determine where the blame rests for 
this state of things. An imnorting house, well known in this city, was accused, 
not long since, of selling nnpure dvugs, and replying to the charge, through 
the New-York Express newspaper, they say : 

The pretence that drnggists who buy medicines of vholeiale and commission merchants, to 
dispense them or sell them at retail, are imposed upon or misled in the purchase of inferior arti- 
cles, is too unfounded to deserve any other answer than can be gathered from the rery article in 
question. The price is an infallible test of the purity of all Medicines. Our customers require, 
and we consequently import and sell to them. Blue mass at $1 20 per pound, and a common arti- 
cle at 75 or 80 cents. 

We always keep and furnish the best drugs to those that will buy them. For those that require 
an inferior article, we keep an inferior article, which we sell for, and they buy as inferior, and at 
a less price. 

From this it would seem that the chief difficulty was the unwillingness of 
buyers to pay the price of good drugs. Buyers, in their turn, allege that the 
consumer, the physician, aiid the apothecary will not pay for pure drugs, and 
rill buy where cheapness^ not quality, is the standard. 

While we are not able to say where the blame lies, one thing we hate de- 
srmined on, and that is, that it shall not be upon us. 

The importance of pure chemicals is felt by every practi%)ner, and yet 
ley are scarcely to be obtained in any part of the country, as they are 
ccluded by the low price of the ordinary article. Indeed, several chemi- 
kle, of great value in the treatment of disease, have almost fallen into 
ease, from the simple fact of their known impurity as furnished to the pro. 
smon. 

Knowing this matter to be worthy the first and earnest condderation of the 
aeiitioner, we would respectfully asl( f^ttention to the accompanyinf; 



i 

CIRCULAR. 

The recent law of CoDgress, in relation to adulterated Drugs, giyes us the 
opportanitj of bringing more generally to the favorable notice of Physiciani 
and Apothecaries, oar preparation of superior medicines, known as 

•* PHILIP SCHIEFFELIN & CO/S EXTRA MEDICINES." 

Our establishment having been in operation in this city for biore tuah 
IIALF ▲ CXNTXTRY, givcs US the benefit of long experience in determining the 
qualities of articles, and understanding the wants of those who wish to dis- 
pense medicines of uniform strength. We wish to call particular attention 
to our Extra Powders, which are pulverized from selected roots and gums of 
the very best quality, and, when necessary, every piece is broken and ex- 
ainined under our own immediate supervision, and consequently possess a 
purity hitherto unknown in this country, and a uniformity of action upon 
which the physician may rely with perfect confidence. 

Powdered Jalap, (which is so frequently found adulterated or utterly 
worthless,) when prepared by us is from the roots of the true Mexican Jalap 
and not from the spurious and inert roots and tops of the plant, which has 
been so commonly sold of late in our principal sea-ports. Our powdered 
Ipecac, extra, also, will be found much superior to the usual article of com 
merce, being made from the true Brazilian Ipecacuanha, and consisting solely 
of the active outer coating of the root, carefully separated from the ligneous 
parts, and from all other inert matters. In pulverizing Colocynth, extra, we 
retain only the active pulp of the apple, rejecting the seeds, which latter con 
stitute the principal part of the weight of the fruit, and are nearly inert. 
Powdered Rhubarb, extra, nve prepare from the best East India Rhubarb, 
which is culled over with great care, every root being broken to detect any 
unsoundness. The powdered Resin Guaiac, extra, is the pure Resin collected 
in tears, entirely free from the dross and dirt usual to the ordinary Guaiac of 
commerce. 

The Scammony, also, is powdered from an article differing in appearance, 
and very much superior to what is usually sold for Aleppo Scammony. Blue 
Pill, bearing our label, will always contain one-third part of Mercury, and our 
Hydro-sublimed Calomel will be found to be of superior and regular quality. 

Care is taken to have these *' Extra Medicines" not only pure^ but of the best 
quality procurable. When required, any of these articles can be obtained of 
us in their original state, as some may desire a superior article to use uopow- 
dered. The b/e of the patient, as well as the success and reputation of the 
physicmn mad apothecary, depends so much upon the prompt action of the me- 
dicines used in sickness, that we feel every confidence that any effort to fur. 
nish them with pure and superior drugs will be fully appreciated. To 
preserve the prepaarations from being injured by the air and moisture^ they 
are generally put up in bottles and jars, containing one pound each, and also 
in five and ten pound canisters. They should be kept as much as possible 
from the light. 

It will be observed that the prices of these superior articles are necessarily 
higher than those of the ordinary kind, and physicians and merchants at a 



distance,, whan tbay idsh thia qaality aant than, are pariiaalarlj raquaatad to 
write for the " Extrj^ Mxoicines'' of 

^ Philip Schieieliii, Haines ft Co., 

Druggists and Cbjcmists, Nxw-Yoix. 

In ordir further to insure the purity of our Powders, we have everything pul 
verized under our oton inspection, and on our own premises, 

EXTRA POWDERS. 

PuIt. Eloeampan«, 
'* Irgot, 

" '^ 1 0%. rials, 
" Ext. Colocynth, O'd., 
" " Licorice, GaUb, , 
" Fcenugrek Seed, 



Aromatic Powder, U. S. P. 
PttW. African Pepper, 

" Alam, 

" Allspice, 

<< Aloes, Cape, 

« " Socot, 

** Asaafoetida, 

" AntiiQOnj, Ref.BlkJalph. 

** Angostura Bark, 

** Aniseeds, 



Barberry Bark, 
-'ella- 



Gentian Root, 
neer, Jamai< 
Golaen Seal, 



Gineer, Jamaica, 



Guaiac Resin, from Tean, 

Gam Arabic, Torkej, 

Gamboge, 

Haatich, 

Myrrh, 



" Belladonna, 

" Blood Root, 

" Bitter Root, 

" Black Root, 

" Borax, 

«* Bucbu, 

" HCaraway Seeds, 

" Cantbarides, 

" Canella Alba, 

** Cardamon, (Seeds only,) 

" Oicuta, 

" Craneabill, 

« , Clores, 

** Cinnamon, ordinary, 

" " Ceylon, 

" Cobosb, Black, 

" Columbo, 

" Colcbicnm Root, 

« " Seed, 

" Colocynth Pulp, 

" Cnbebs, 

" Digitalis, 

Bottles and Cans at Cost. 

177hen put up in ^ and k lb. Bottles, jit 10 cents per pound advanca 



Tragacanth, 
Hellebore, White, 
Hyosciamns, 

Ipecac, without Ui« woody 
[centre. 
Ipecac and Opium, (Bo- 
(rer^s Powders, 
Jalap, 
Kino, True, 
Lobelia, 

"• Seeds, 
Mandrake, 
Marsh Rosemary, 
Mace, 
Mezereon, 
Nux Vomica, 
Nitrate Potass, Pur«, 
Nutmegs, 
Nutgalli, 



Pair. Opium, Turkey, 
" Orange PeeL 
« Orris Root, 
" Pepper, Cayenne, i 
" Pepper, Black, 
" Perurian Bark, Loxa, 
« « « Red, 

GallsayA, 



Pricklr Ash Bark, 
Pink Boot, 



Pleurisy Root, 
Rhubarb, Turkey, 

Bhatany Root, 
Sarsaparilla, Para, 

Summer Sarory, 
Sweet Maxgoram, 
Sabina, 
Senna, Alex. 
Seneka Root, 
Scammony, Aleppo, No. 1, 
" Virgin, 

« *^lo«.riiai, 

Snakeroot, Virginia, 
Squills, 
Sulphate Copper, 

'^ Iron, 

" Potass, 
Ura Ursi, 
Valerian, SngUA, 
&c., &c 



As many of the Gams, &o., are of unusual purity, for instance Gyaiao, 
Aloes, 488afoetida, &o., &c., they are very liable to run together and become 
solid. Even the ordinary common gums of commerce are so apt to run toge- 
ther that Drug-grinders usually grind with them some woody substance, such 
as Licorice-root, Gentian-root, &c., &c. Some roots that are rich in resin, such 
as Rhubarb, Jalap, &c., &c., are also apt to agglomerate. The Extra Pow* 
•ders being perfectly pure, and free from all foreign substances, are therefore 
more liable to become solid than the common qualities, 4)ut where they do tOt 
we will replace them with others that are freshly powdered. 

Pure Chemicals, Prepared at our Laboratory* 



Aniimonr Tartrate. Crystals, 

" »' Pulr. 

Ammonias Aqua, 

" Liquor Port, 

Ammoniated Alcohol, 

" " Aromatic, 

'AxflT^nt Kitras, 

*' • " Crystals, 
IinnAT Caustic, Nos. 1, 2, 3, 
Ferri Carb, Precipitated, 
" " »• Pure, 

« Sulphas, Pure, 
" ^' Exsiccat, 

Xedide, Arsenic, 



Iodide, Lead, 

" ^* Crystals, 

« Iron, 

« « Pure, 

Mercury, Bin Iodide, 

« " " Crystals, 

" « Protoiodide, 

Moiphine, Sulphate, 

" Acetate, 

Qranrille's Lotion, 
Oil Copaiva, 
Oil Cubebs, 
Collodion, 1 ot. rials, 
Precipated Chalk, 



Pruasic Acid, 

Potassa Nitras, Put*, 

Spirits Nitri Dule, 

Syrup Iodide Iron, 

Sulphuret Pota!>sa, 

Vallet's Ferruginous 

Zinei Acetas, 

Zinci Sulphas, 

Zinci Chloride, 

Chloride Soda, de Labarra^ma, 

Confection Roses, 

Confection Senna, 

Blue Pill, Mass, 

Ung Mercurial, 



We are also manufacturing Inspissated and Hydro Alcoholic Extracts, to 
ccaereepond with our other goods, and in purity and efficacy not equalled by 
any offered in this or any other market. 



4 
The Hydro MoohoKe Extroetg txt prepared by steam procees, end in a Tacu- 
um, in Buch i^ manner that the valuable properties of the plan^are preserved 
uninjured, and at the same time a consistence, color, and taste are obtained, 
^which are not found in the vegetable extracts now in common use, and which 
arfi sufficient evidence of their BuperiV)rity. Among them are 



Ext. of Bellftdotina, 

*- '' Butternut, 

" " Buchu, 

" " Bloodroot, 

« ** CODittBX, 

** « " Seeds, 

« " " German, 

** " Chamomile, 

« " Colocyoth, Ordinary, 

•* " Colocynth, Opt. 

•* " Dandelion, Alcoholic, 



£xt. of Dandelion, fiispissated, 

" " Digitalis, 

" " Gentian, Opt., 

« « " Ordinary, 

" " Hyosciamos, 

« " Hops, 

«• « Jalap, 

» « Lupuli»e, 

" " Nux Vomica, 

« « Pinkroot, 

" " Quassia, 



Ext. of Rhubarl), 

" -'■ Sarsaparilla, Simplex, 

" " " Compound, 

« « Para « AlcohoUo, 

" « Hon., « AlcohoU©, 

" " Stramonium, 

« " " Seedi, 

" « English Valerian, 

« " Dutch, « 



It is a well-established fact, that many plants which in their native condi- 
tions are possessed of very active medicinal properties, by culttvation lose 
their peculiar characteristics, and become nearly inert. Some vegetables 
which belong to poisonous families of plants by cultivation are made innocu- 
ous, and are freely eaten as food, as the Potato, Parsnep, Celery, &c., &o. 

To ensure to our extracts^ such as Hyosciamusy Belladonna^ Cicuta, ^c, all the 
active therapeutical ejffects *wbich they should possess, we take pains to procure 
the herbs from which they are prepared from places where they are indigerums 
to the soil : viz., from Germany, France, England, India, &c., &c. : and they 
are consequently much superior to extracts made from the cultivated plants 
gf American growth. 

These extracts, together with our Pure Chemicals and Extra Powders, so 
favorably known throughout the Southern and Western States, have received 
the unqualified approbation of various Medical Associations, and of Physi- 
cians and Apothecaries wherever known. Their superior efficacy in all pre- 
scriptions wilUbe at once apparent to every one who reflects upon the difficulty 
oftentimes experienced in the administration of the common drugs of com. 
merce, and the loss of life consequent upon the use of inert remedioe. 

9^ The great and increasiog demand for Cod Liver Oil, and the difficulty 

of procuring the oil in its pure state, and such as we can guarantee to our 

customers, has induced us to send an agent to the fisheries, for the purpose of 

having the bes,t article that can be offered in niarket. This article will also 

bear our label when put up in bottles, and be warranted pure, when ordered 
in bulk. 

The value of this oil, as a remedial agent in scrofulous affections and pulmo- 
nary diseases, is no longer a question — the daily experience of medical men, in 
its administration, only adds to its reputation. In this, as in all articles upon 
which we place the guarantee of our name, we wish to be understood as 
offering, to the purchaser and consumer of medicine, the best of its kind that 
the market can afford. 

TO DRUGGISTS.^In ^iddition to the Extra Medicines, we also keep a 

LAROE and WE^L-ASSORTED STOCK OF THE ORDINARY DrUGS AND MeDICINES 

or commerce,. carefully selected, and the best that can be pbuoured. 
Our Essential Oils and other Liquids we obtain from the most reliable 
sources, and are submitted to every known test for impurities ', and ws 

AVOID' purchasing ANY KIND OF DrUGS IN THE POWDERED STAi'E. 

Our arrangements and facilities are such that we can offer induce- 
ments TO DEALERS WHICH MUST INFLUENCE ALL WHO NOT 0«LY LIKE TO HATS 
A FAIR EQUIVALENT FOR THEIR MONEY, BUT AT THE SAME TIME TO HAVE G00I>8 

THAT are what they purport to be, and such as will bear the s'/rictest 

EXAMINATION AND ANALYSIS. 

Geqrob F. Nebbxtt k Co., Pkiutkhs, Co». VlALt & Watkr fcTP.. K. y. 



PURE MEDICINAL EXTRACTS. 

WE WOULD CALL THE ATTENTION OF PHYSICIANS, APOTHECARIES AND 
DRUGGISTS, to our list of PURE EXTRACTS and annexed te&timooials. 

TILDEN &, Co., 98 Johu street, New York. 
Inspissated Alcobolic and Hydro-Alcobolic Extracts. 

Aconite. Digitalis. Malefern. 

Butternut. Dulcamara. Mullein. 

Belladonna. Dock, yellow. Oak, white. 

Bitter Root. Giirgei, or Poke. " black. 

Bonesec. Gentian. ** red. 

Burdock. Hyoscyanus. Poppy. 

Blood Root. Hardhack. Princess Pine . 

Blue Flag. Hups. Rue. 

Boxwood. Hellebore, black. Sarin. 

Couium. ** white. Sarsapiirilla, American. 

Chamomile. ffarebound. <* Rio Negro. 

Cohosh, black. Indian Hemp. '* Compound. 

" blue. Lettuce, Garden. Thornapple. 

Clover. •' Wild. Wormwood. 

Cowparsnip. Lobelia. 

Dandelion. Mandrake. 

•' Medical Society of the Slate of New York. 
*' Re$»lved, That this Society having seen and examined, and several of them having used 
the variouB Vegetable Eziracts, made by Messrs. Tilden &. Co., of New Lebanon, New- York, 
and bein|^ satisfied of the valuable character of these preparations, hereby recommend them to 
the members of the profession genet ally. 

'• Albany, February 6«A, 1850. " P. VAN BUREN, Secretary:' 

We have liberal testimonals from several State and county locations. 

Berkshire Medical Institute, \ 
Pittsfield, Feh.7,lB5\.S 
I have twice visited the establishment of the Messrs. Tilden, at New Lebanon, N. Y., com- 
prising their B itanic Gardens, Steam Mills, and Extract Works, and through the politeness of 
the proprietors examined the raw material, the several processes by which the medicinal ex- 
tracts are prepared, and a large number of the extracts themselves. Some of these I have 
used in my practice during the past year. I tak« great pleasure in certifying that in my opin • 
ion the establishment supplies a long*felt want in the profession— efficient and reliable extracts 
— and I do most cheerfully recommend their trial to physicians. 

H. H. CHILDS, 
President of Berkshire Medical College. 



BowDOiN College, i 
Brunewickt Me., March 4, 1851. \ 

Messrs. Tilden &. Co., 

Gentlemen : — Having visited your manufastory of medicinal extracts, in New Lebanon, and 
inspected the various processes employed, I feel it my duty to state that they are admirably 
adapted to the end proposed, viz : to procure extracts which shall contain all the active prin- 
ciples of the plant from whence they are derived, possess efficiency and uniformity of strenirth. 
and which shall not be injured by keeping, by climate, change of temperature, &c. Your Ex - 
tract of Conium, prepared by steam in vacuo, and from which the albumen and chlorophyle 
have been sap irated, appears to me to be the ne plus ultra of extracts,, and the same may be 
said indeed of all the others. You have successfully brought all the principles of pharmaceutic 
science to bear upon your various processes, and although experience may possibly suggest 
some improvements, yet I candidly acknowledge that at present 1 find nothing to suggest, no- 
thing to find fault with. That you may be rewarded for your enterprise and skill is the sincere 
wish of Your humble servant, 

CHAS. A. LEE, 
Prof, of Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 

For further communications we would refer to our general circular. 

For a particular notice and analysis of our Extract of Conium we would refer to the Phila- 
delphia Journal of Pharmacy of October, 1850, and April, 185 1 . 



Wood Sr Bache*s Dispensatory, edition 1851. Drs. W. 6fB. s&j of Extract of Conium :— " Thai 
imported from London has usually been considered best; but we have seen and tried the Ex- 
tract prepared by the Messrs. Tilden 6f Co., of New-York, by evaporation in vacuo at a low heat, 
and have found it superior to any that we had previously employed." For farther notice, see 
pages 968 and 980. 



. CIRCULAR. 

The recent law of Congress, in relation to adulterated Drugs, giyes us the 
0|9portanitj of bringing more generally to the favorable notice of Physicians 
a&d Apothecaries, oar preparation of superior medieines, known as 

•» PHILIP SCHIEFFELIN & CO/S EXTRA MEDICINES." 

Oar establishment having been in operation in this city for biore tuah 
IIALF ▲ CXNTXTRY, givcs US the benefit of long experience in determining the 
qualities of articles, and understanding the wants of those who wish to dis- 
pense medicines of uniform strength. We wish to call particular attention 
to oar Extra Powdef s, which are pulverized from selected roots and gums of 
the very best quality, and, when necessary, every piece is broken and ex- 
amined under our own immediate supervision, and consequently possess a 
purity hitherto unknown in this country, and a uniformity of action upon 
which the physician may rely with perfect confidence. 

Powdered Jalap, (which is so frequently found adulterated or utterly 
worthless,) when prepared by us is from the roots of the true Mexican Jalap 
and not from the spurious and inert roots and tops of the plant, which has 
been so commonly sold of late in our principal sea-ports. Our powdered 
Ipecac, extra, also, will be found much superior to the usual article of com 
merce, being made from the true Brazilian Ipecacuanha, and consisting solely 
of the active outer coating of the root, carefully separated from the ligneous 
parts, and from all other inert matters. In pulverizing Colocynth, extra, we 
retain only the active pulp of the apple, rejecting the seeds, which latter con 
stitute the principal part of the weight of the fruit, and are nearly inert. 
Powdered Rhubarb, extra, nve prepare from the best East India Rhubarb, 
which is culled over with great care, every root being broken to detect any 
unsoundness. The powdered Resin Guaiac, extra, is the pure Resin collected 
in tears, entirely free from the dross and dirt usual to the ordinary Guaiac of 
commerce. , 

The Scammony, also, is powdered from an article differing in appearance, 
aadf very much superior to what is usually sold for Aleppo Scammony. Blue 
Pill, bearing our label, will always contain one-third part of Mercury, and our 
Hydro-sublimed Calomel will be found to be of superior and regular quality. 

Care is taken to have these *' Extra Medicines^' not only pure, but of the best 
quality procurable. When required, any of these articles can be obtained of 
us in their original state, as some may desire a superior article to use uopow- 
dered. The life of the patient, as well as the success and reputation of the 
physicmn smd apothecary^ depends so much upon the prompt action of the me- 
dicines used in sickness, that we feel every confidence that any effort to fur. 
nish them with pure and superior drugs will be fully appreciated. To 
preserve the preparations from being injured by the air and moisture^ they 
are generally put up in bottles and jars, containing one pound each, and also 
in five and ten pound canisters. They should be kept as much as possible 
from the light. 

It will be observed that the prices of these superior articles are necessarily 
higher than those of the ordinary kind, and physicians and merchants at a 



fistanee,. when tbay ituh thii qaalitj sent thtm, are pariiedarlj rtfaaiM to 
write for the " Extrj^ Mxoicines'' of 

^ Philip Schieffidin, Haines ft Co., 

Druggists and Cbcmists, Nxw-Yorx. 

In ordiT further to insure the purity of our Powders, we have everything pul 
vtrized under our oion inspection^ and on our ovm premises. 

EXTRA POWDERS. 

PuIt. BIoeampim«, 

^* Ergot, 

" '^ 1 0%. r\A\B, 

« Ext. Colocjnth, C'd., 

" " Licorice, Galftb, . 

" Fcenngrek Seed, 

" Gentian Root, 

" GiDger, Jamaica, 

" Golden Seal, 

^* Guaiac Resin, from Tean, 

" Gam Arabic, Torlcej, 

" Gamboge, 

" Maaticl^ 

" Mjrrh, 



Aromatic Powder, U. S. P. 
PuIt. African Pepper, 

" Alum, 

" Allspice, 

" Aloes, Cape, 

« " Socot, 

" Anafoetida, 

« AntiiDonj, Ref.BlkJoIpb. 

^ Angostura Bark, 

" Aniseeds, 

« Barberry Bark, 

** Belladonna, 

" Blood Root, 

« Bitter Root, 

" Black Boot, 

« Borax, 

«* Bucbu, 

" -Caraway Seeds, 

" Cantbarides, 

" Canella Alba, ^ 

" Cardamon, (Seeds onlj,) 

" Cicnta, 

" CranesbiU, 

« , Cloves, 

" Cinnamon, ordinary, 

" " Ceylon, 

" Cohosh, Black, 

" Colambo, 

" Colchicom Root, 

« " Seed, 

** Colocynth Pulp, 

« Cnbebs, 

" Digitalis, 



Tragacanth, 
[ellel ~ 



Hellebore, White, 
Hyoaciamns, 

Ipecac, without the woody 
[centre. 
Ipecac and Opium, (Bo- 
(vers Powders, 
Jalap, 
Kino, True, 
Lobelia, 

'i Seeds, 
Mandrake, 
Marsh Rosemary, 
Mace, 
Mezereon, 
Nux Vomica, 
Nitrate Potass, Pure, 
Nutmegs, 
NutgiUls, 

Bottles and Cans at Cost. 

"Wlien put up in 4 and k lb. Bottles, jit 10 cents per pound advance. 



PuIt. Opium, Turkey, 
" Orange Peel, 
« Orris Root, 
*< Pepper, Cayenne, J 
" Pepper, Black, 
" Peruvian Bark,Lox«, 
" " " Red, 

-< ^ <* CaUsaTA, 

Prickly Ash Bark, 
-f Pink Boot, 
** Pleurisy Root, 
" Rhubarb, Turkey, 
E. India, 



Bhatany Root, 
Sarsaparilla, Para, 

Summer Savory, 
Sweet Bfarjoram, 
Sabina, 
Senna, Alex. 
Senekfi Root, 
Sc^mmony, Aleppo, No. 1, 

« ^^^loVviiOa, 

Snakeroot, Yixglnia, 
Squills. 

Sulphate Copper, 

^^ Iron, 

« Potaas, 

Uva Ursi, 

Valerian, Engliah, 

&c., &c 



As many of the Gams, &o., are of unusual purity^ for instance Gyaiao, 
Aloes, 488afoetida, &c., &c., they are very liable to run together and become 
solid. Even the ordinary common gums of commerce are so apt to run tbge* 
tber that Drag^grinders usually grind with them some woody substance, such 
as Licorice-root, Gentian-root, &o., &c. Some roots that are rich in resin, such 
as Rhubarb, Jalap, &c., &c., are also apt to agglomerate. The Extra Pow* 
•ders being perfectly pare, and free from all foreign substances, are therefore 
more liable to become solid than the common qualities, 4)ut where they do sOi 
we will replace them with others that are freshly powdered. 
Pure Chemicals, Prepared at our Laboratory^ 



Antimony Tartrate. Crystals, 

" •' PuIt. 

Ammonias Aqua, 

" Liquor Fort, 

Axnmoniated Alcohol, 

« " Aromatic, 

Argent Kitras, 

" « Crystals, 
Ltinar Caustic, Nos. 1, 2, d, 
V«rri Garb, Precipitated, 

" " '• Pure, 

*' Sulphas, Pure, 

" ^' Bxsiccat, 

Iodide, Arsenic, 



Iodide, Lead, 

" ^' Crystals, 

« Iron, 

" " Pure, 

Mercury, Bin Iodide, 

" « '* Crystals, 

" « Protolodide, 

Morphine, Sulphate, 

'^ Acetate, 

Granyille's Lotion, 
Oil Copaira, 
Oil Cubebs, 
Collodion. 1 oz. rials, 
Precipated Chalk, 



Prussic Acid, 

Potassa Nitras, Pure, 

Spirits Nitri Dule, 

Syrup Iodide Iron, 

Sulpfaur«t PotaMsa, 

Vallet's Ferruginous 1 

Zinet Acetas, 

Zinci Sulphas, 

Zinci Chloride, 

Chloride Soda, de Labarra^ma, 

Confection Roses, 

Confection Senna, 

Blue Pill, Masts, 

Ung Mercurial, 



We are also manufacturing Inspissated and Hydro Alcoholic Extracts, to 
eoprespond with our other goods, and in purity and efficacy not equalled by 
mS^ offered in this or any other market. 



4 
The Hydro Mooholie Extraoti trt prepared by steam proeeii, ftiid in a tactt- 
om, in such i^ manner that the valuable properties of the plan^are preserred 
uninjured, and at the same time a consistenoe, color, and taste are obtained, 
jwhich are not found in the yegetable extracts now in common use, and which 
are sufficient evidence of their superiority. Among them are 



Ext. of Bellftdolina, 

*• '' Butternut, 

" *' Buchu, 

" " Bloodroot, 

*' *' CoDium, 

" " " Seeds, 

« « " German, 

** " Chamomile, 

« « Colocynth, Ordinary, 

« « Colocynth, Opt. 

" " Dandelion, Alcoholic, 



£xt. of Dandelion, Bispisflated, Ext. of Bhabarb, 

" " Digitalia, " '' Sarsaparilla, Simplex, 

« " Gentian, Opt., " " " Compound, 

« « « Ordinary, " " Para " AlcohoUo, 

" « Hyoaciamua, " " Hon., « AlcohoU©, 

" " Hops, " " Stramonium, 

«• « Jalap, " " " Seedi, 

" " Lupuli»e, " " English Valerian, 

« " Nux Vomica, " " Dutch, " 

« « Pinkroot, 

" " Quassia, 



It is a well-established fact, that many plants which in their native condi- 
tions are possessed of very active medicinal properties, by cultivation lose 
their peculiar characteristics, and become nearly inert. Some vegetables 
which belong to poisonous families of plants by cultivation are made innocu- 
ous, and are freely eaten as food, as the Potato, Parsnep, Celery, &o., &c. 

To ensure to our extracts, such as Hyosciamus.^ Belladonna^ Cicuta, ^c, all the 
active therapeutical effects "which they should possess, we take pains to procure 
the herbs from which they are prepared from places where they are indigenous 
to the soil : viz., from Germany, France, England, India, &c., &c. : and they 
are consequently much superior to extracts made from the cultivated plants 
gf American growth. 

These extracts, together with our Pure Chemicals and Extra Powders, so 
favorably known throughput the Southern and Western States, have received 
the unqualified approbation of various Medical Associations, and of Physi- 
cians and Apothecaries wherever known. Their superior efficacy in all pre- 
scriptions will^be at once apparent to every one who reflects upon the difficulty 
oftentimes experienced in the administration of the common drugs of com. 
merce, and the loss of life consequent upon the use of inert remedios, 

0^ The great and increasiog demand for Cod Liver Oil, and the difficulty 

of procuring the oil in its pure state, and such as we can guarantee to our 

customers, has induced us to send an agent to the fisheries, for the purpose of 

having the besft article that can be offered in market. This article will also 

bear our label when put up in bottles, and be warranted pure, when ordered 
in bulk. 

The value of this oil, as a remedial agent in scrofulous affections and pulmo- 
nary diseases, is no longer a question — the daily experience of medical men, in 
its administration, only adds to its reputation. In this, as in all articles upon 
which we place the guarantee of our name, we wish to be understood as 
offering, to the purchaser and consumer of medicine, the best of its kind that 
the market can afford. 

TO DRUGGISTS.— In ADDrrioN to the Extra Medicines, we also keef a 

LAROE AND W£^L-ASSORT£D STOCK OF THE ORDINARY DrUGS AND MeDICINES 

or commerce, carefullt selected, and the best that can be pbuoured. 
Our Essential Oils and other Liquids we obtain from the most reliable 
sources, and are submitted to every known test for impurities ; and ws 

AVOID' purchasing ANY KIND OF DrUGS IN THE POWDERED STAlE. 

Our arrangements and facilities are such that we can offer induce- 
ments TO DEALERS WHICH MUST INFLUENCE ALL WHO NOT 0«iLY LIKE TO HATS 
A FAIR EQUIVALENT FOR THEIR MONEY, BUT AT THE SAME TIME TO HAVE GOODS 

THAT are what they purport to be, and such as will beau the siIrictest 

XZAMZNATION AND ANALYSIS. 

GeORGB F. NkBBITT ii Co., PKIKTKKS, tO». Vl-lLt & WaTKJI fcTP.. K. Y. 



PURE MEDIGINAI EXTRACTS. 

WE WOULD CALL THE ATTENTION OF PHYSICIANS, APOTHECARIES AND 
DRUGGISTS, to our lut of PURE EXTRACTS and annexed te«timonial8. 

TILDEN & Co., 98 Johu street, New York. 
Inspissated Alcobolic and Hsrdro-Alcobolie Extracts. 



Aconite. 
Butternut. 
Belladonna. 
Bitter Root. 
Bonetet. 
Burdock. 
Blood Root. 
Blue Fiaff. 
Boxwood. 
Colli um. 
Chauomilo. 
Cohosh, black. 
** blue. 

Clover. 
Cowparsnip. 
Dandelion. 



Divitaltt. 
Dulcamara. 
■Dock, yellow. 
Giirgei, or Poke. 
Gentian. 
Hyoscyamus. 
Hardhack. 
Hops. 

Hellebore, black. 
•• w hite. 

Ilarebound. 
Indiiin Hemp. 
Lettuce, Garden. 

Wild. 
Lobelia. 
Mandrake. 



Malefern. 
Mullein. 
Oak, white. 

" black. 

** red. 
Poppy. 
Princess Pine. 
Rue. 
Sayin. 

Sarsapiirilla, American. 
Kio Negro. 
** Compound. 

Thornapple. 
Wormwood. 



" Medical Society of the Slate of New York. 
«• Resmlved, That this Society baring seen and examined, and Bereral of them having used 
the TariouB Vegetable Extracts, made by Messra. Tildea & Co., of New Lebanon, New-York, 
and bein^ satisfied of the valuable character of these preparations, hereby recommend them to 
the members of the profession genet ally. 

»« Albamy, February 6|A, 1850. " P. VAN BUREN, Secretary:' 

We hare liberal testimonals from several State and county locations. 



Berkshire Medical Institute, ? 
Pi««/ifiW, Feb. 7, 1851.5 
I have twice risited the establishment of the Messrs. Tilden, at New Lebanon, N. Y., com- 
'pricing their B ttanic Gardens, Steam Mills, and Extract Works, and through the politeness of 
the proprietors examined the raw material, the several processes by which the medicinal ex- 
tracts are prepared, and a large number of the extracts themselves. Some of these I have 
used in my practice during the past year. I take great pleasure in certifying that in my opin- 
ion the establishment supplies a long-felt want in the profession— efScient and reliable extracts 

^Qd I do most cheerfully recommend their trial to physicians. 

H. H. CHILDS, 
President of Berkshire Medical College. 



Bo WDoiN College, f 
Brunevnckf Me., March 4, 1851. S 
Mbbsrs. Tilden & Co., 

Ocntlemen .—Having visited your manufastory of medicinal extracts, in New Lebanon, and 
inspected the various processes employed, I feel it my duty to state that they are admirably 
adapted to the end proposed, viz : to procure extracts which shall contain all the active prin- 
cioles of the plant from whence they are derived, possess efficiency and uniformity of strength, 
and which shall not be injured by keeping, by climate, change of temperature, &c. Your Ex - 
tract of Conium, prepared by steam in vactio, and from which the albumen and chlorophyle 
have been eep i rated, appears to me to be the ne plus ultra of extracts* and the same may be 
said indeed of all the others. You have successfully brought all the principles of pharmaceutic 
science to bear upon your various processes, and although experience may possibly suggest 
Aome improvements, yet I candidly acknowledge that at present 1 find nothing to suggest, no- 
thinff to find fault with. That you may be rewarded for your enterprise and skill is the sincere 
aruifof Your humble servant, 

^"° CHA8. A. LEE, 

Frof. of Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 

For further communications we would refer to our general circular. 

For a particular notice and analysis of our Extract of Conium we would refer to the Phila- 
delphia Journal of Pharmacy of October, 1850, and April, 1851. 

jfood fy Baches Dispensatory, edition 1851. Drs. W. 6fB. say of Extract of Conium :— " That 

-mnorted from London has usually been considered best; but we have seen and tried tlie Ex- 

*«>sct prepared by the Messrs. Tildeti 4- Co., of New-York, by evaporation in vacuo at alow heat, 

Vr«i have fonnd it superior to any that we had previously employed." For further notice, see 

^e? 968 and 980. 



UNIVEESITY OF NEW lORK. 

(RIEDICAL DEPARTJflEniT. 

^BOFESSOBS OF THE GOYEBlflNa FACULTT. 

Oraurille Sharpe Pattinon, III. D., 

Professor of General, Descriptive and :^urgical Aoatoray. 

niarlyn Paine, HI. D., 

Professor of Materia Medicaand Therapeutics. 

Oanniuy 8. Bedford, ]?I. ]>., 

Professor of Midwifery and the Diseases of Women and Children. 

Jobn "W, Draper, HI. ]>., 

Professor of Chemistry and Physiology. 

Alfred €. Pout, Iff. ]>., 

Professor of the Principles, Practice and Operations of Surgery. 

IVIer«*diih Clymer, 191. ]>., 

Professor of the Inbtiiutes and Practice of Medicine. 

FBOFESSOBS NOT OF THE GOVEBKINa FACULTT. 

CharleM A. fjee, m. ]>., 

Professor of Medical Jurisprudence. 

B. J¥, nincrrady, JM. B., 

Professor of Hygiene and Toxicology. 
ThomaM III. IHllrkoe, HI. B., 

Professor of Pathological and Microscopic Aoatomy. 

IrVilliam H. Van Bnren, IfE. B., 

Professor of the Diseases of the Genito-urinary organs. 

J. T. Ifletcalfe, HI. B.,. 

Professor of Physical Diagnosis and the Diseases of the Chest. 

l¥illiaiii Barling, Ifl. B., 

Demonstrator of Anatomy. 
Oeorice A. Petem, IVf . B., 

Prosector to the Protesaor of Surgery. 

The Medical Facuhy in announcing iheir Lectures tor the Session 1851-2, avail themselyes 
of the opportunity of informing the Profession of certain important changes ti.ey have made in 
their 8>8t< m of medical instruction. Impressed with the belief that the time has arrived for 
affording to Students more extended facilities than have hitherto existed, they liave increased 
their means of instruction, by the appointment of five additional Professors. 

• The winter course of Lectures will be conducted by the six Professors of the Governing 
Faculty as heretofore announced. It will commence on October 2<ith, and terminate on the 
last day of February ; and when the examination shall ha%e been completed, commencement 
will be held, and the degrees conferred. On March 15th, another course of Lectures will be- 
gin, which will be continued until October, when the Lectures of the winter seskion will be 
resumed. This course, which is thus to occupy the Spring, Summer and Autumnal months, 
will be delivered by the Professorp both of the governing and not governing iacultles. Thn 
instruction to be communicated by the members of the faculties will be arranged so that two 
Lectures will be delivered every day, or a Clinique and a lecture. There will befour Clin- 
iques each week, viz : one Surgical, one Medical, and two Obstetric. The following are the 
subjects to be taught. 

Anatomy, Materia Medica and Tharapeutics, Midwifery and the Diseases of Women and 
Childien, Chemistry and Physiology, Surgery, Practice of Medicince, Medical Jurisprudence, 
Hygiene and Toxicology, Pathological and Microj-copic Anatomy, Diseases of the Genito-urinary 
organs, Physical Diagnosis and Diseases of the Chett. 

Arrangements also have been made by which a Course of Lectures on the Diseases of the 
Skin will be given by H. D. BULKLEY, M. D. 

Whilst, therefore, no obligation is imposed upon the Students to extend the time of their 
residence in the City beyond the period of the winter session, (those who have complied with 
the regulations of the University being peimiited, if they <!esiie it. to be candidates for gradua- 
tion as heretofore,) an extended system of instiuctlon will be continued during the rest of the 
year,'to which all students of the University who have atiendc d the winter Lectures, will be 
admitted free of charge. Students who have ni.t attended a full course of winter Lectures, 
and who may wish to enter lor the Spring and Summer course, will be received on paymei t of 
the Mairiculation fee and }25 ; and should they altrrwards decide to become pujiils of tho 
University for the winter course ensuing, the $3U thu& paid by them will Le credited to th» ra on 
taking outth^ir tickets for that course. 

It is unnecessary for the Faculty to enlarge on the advr.ntage8 thus presented. For any In- 
stitution to aitimpt to ctierce its Students to pursue a much more extended course than that 
required by Medical Colleges generally, is perfectly hopeless. But the Faculty believe, that if, 
without any additional charge, a gteat and solid extent-ion is offered, a majority ol Students will 
be induced to avail themselves of it, and that the superior rank which these more highly edu- 
cated Junior members vi^ill aseunie inthe profeFsioii, will ixereise a moie powerful influence 
than any obligatory regulations. The Faculty propose to confer upon those members of the 
class, certificates of honor, as an evidence oi their having pursued a more complete course of 
instruction than that followed by medical students generally. 

JOHN W. DBAPEB, President of the Faculty. 
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PRIVATE MEDICAL INSTRUCTION. 



The undersigned have associated themselves, for the purpose of affording private 
office instruction to students of Medicine. 

Gentlemen who enter the Office of either, will be instructed as follows : — in 

ANATOMY, CHEMISTRY AND PHYSIOLOGY, 

8y C. S. ISAACS, US. 9.» 

Demonstrator of Anatomy^ ColL Phys. ^ Surgeons, 
MEDICINE, OBSTETRICS AND PHYSICAL DIAGNOSIS, 
87 JOBZV T. MLSTCALFZI, HI. 8., 

Physician to Bellevue Hospital. 
SURGERY AND MATERIA MEDICA, 
By W. B. VAN BVRZISflr, XHK. 8., 

Surgeon to Bellevue and St. Vincenfs Hospitals, 

Every possible advantage will be afforded in the way of Clinical practice in 
Medicine, Surgery and Obstetrics, and in the study of Pathological Anatomy, and 
the use of the Microscope. 

TermSf $100 per annum, or $250 for the term of study — invariably in advance. 
Apply to Dr. Isaacj, No. 89 Greene-street, 

Dr. Metcalfe, No. 785 Broadway, cor. lOth-street. 
Dr. Van Buren, No. 121 Bleecker, cor. Wooster-st. 



CHLOROFORM. 

PURE. 

Much of the Chloroform of commerce being very impure, and its use having in 
some cases been attended with unpleasant consequences, we have been repeatedly 
urged to make some, at our Laboratory, of a quality superior to that generally for 
sale in this market. We would therefore inform the Medical Profession, that we have 
prepared an article, the purity of which can be implicitly relied on. 

NITBATE OF SILVER 

Can also be obtained from us perfectly pure, either in sticks or crystals, manufactur- 
ed at our Laboratory. 

M O R P H Z XV E . 

Our Morphine having acquired a reputatiou superior to any other, those who have 
occasion to use the article, will be satisfied of its excellence by giving it a trial. 

WE ALSO PREPARE 

THE SYRUP OF IQDINE OF IRON, 

Now so highly esteemed as a remedy in Scrofulous complaints. These articles ( which 
it is of the greatest consequence to physicians to have of reliable quality) are, with our 
other preparations, offered to the notice of those desiring 

Pure Drugs and Chemicals, and Superior Extracts, 

By PHILIP SCHIEFFELm, HAINES & CO., 
DRUGGISTS AND MANUFACTURING CHEMISTS,. 

lOr IVATER STREET, NEW ITORK. 
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PRIVATE LTINO-IN ASYLmS. 

^^eommended by the most distinfiiished of the Profession in this city. (See Circular at 
lee.) Applications for admission pensonally, or by letter, may be made to James Kennedy, 
. D., 186 Duane Park. 



LEOTDBES QB OFHTHALmO HBDIOniE AHD SURaERT, 

By mark STEPHENSON, M. D., 



No. 383 Broome street. 

The Coarse which was commenced on the 15(h Nov., will be continued every Saturday, at 
3 o'clock, P. Mm until the 15th March, 1852. 

The Diseases of the Eye will be illustrated by a splendid collection of models imported 
from Paris; also by Dalrymple's magnificent work, on the Pathology of the Eye, cout«inia|r 
over 200 different views, tiie engravings of which surpass anything which has yet appeared 
f^om the London Press. The various operations on the eye will be performed in the presence 
of the class, and each disease illustrated in living subjects, «s far as practicable. 



LECTURES ON DISEASES OF THE CHEST. 



The anderaigrned proposes to cootinae his wiater course of 

FBEE LEGTUBES 

on DISEASES OF THE LUNGS AND HEAST, 

Ou eyery Tuesday Evening, (commencing Noyember 4th,) from 8 to 9 o'clock, at 
his Rooms, No. 49 East Broadway. 

Illustrations will be given by numerous Casts, Drawings, and Morbid Srsciii ens. 

There will be a CHEST CUNIQUB, with pathological demonstraUons, at the 

game place, at 3 o'clock, on each succeeding Saturday afternoon. 

StH4eMte» wm^ HcHAers •/ tlie Profession, sire respectfsilly iHTltodl. 

joniv w. coRsoiv, m. d., 

One of the Phvsicians of the Brooklyn City Hospital. 
New York, Oct. 20th, 1851. 



BBIffllY ▲. DAnrZEXS, 

ANATOMICAL DKAUGHT8MAN, 

5S lilSPBlf AB]> STBJBKT, (ffear BroadlwayO 

Lithography, Wood Engraving, and Medical Print Coloring attended to. 

Lessons given in Anatomical Drawing. 
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MEDICAL PROFESSION AND DEALERS IN MEDICINE. 



Your eftmeflt attafttioa is requested to alinuiieh of bannefls intimately ooa- 
neeted with sacoess In the treatment of disease. It is well known among dealers, 
and yet not generally known hf the pi^essicii and tiie pnblie, that pure and 
gennine medioines, partioolary pore powdered drags, from the first quality f 
gums and roots, ire scarcely procurable in this country, and, therefore, pby* 
sioians cften prescribe medicines to meet certain indications in the disease of 
the patient, without obtaining the desiied and expected benefl^al result. To 
enumerate the articles of adulterated medicines that are daily sold in maxket, 
would be to name almost the entire list of the materia medica. From the finer 
and more important chemicals and pharmaceutioal preparations, such as Mor- 
phine, Quinine, Hydriodate Potass, Calomel, Blue Pill, &c., &o., down to the 
most oommon, and those of daily use, such as Cream Tartar, Rhubarb, Super 
Carb., Soda, &c., the adulterations are so adroitly made, that eyen the closest 
in^>eotion, without analyzation, will not detect them. Quinine is ofben found 
largely adulterated (in some instances more than half) with Mannite and 
other substances. Blue mass and Calomel have been found much more than 
half adulteration. A gentleman, at one-time connected with an eztenave 
manufacturing establishment, informed us that, just before he left England* 
the fiEkctory turned out more tlian four thousand pounds of Blue Pill, contain- 
ing Barytes, instead of Mercury ] and it was all destined for the American 
market. 

It seems to be somewhat difficult to determine where the blame rests for 
this state of things. An importing house, well known in this city, was accused, 
not long since, of selling impure drugs, and replying to the charge, tiirough 
the New-York Express newspaper, they say : 

Tlae pret«iice that drnggists who buy medicines of wholesale and commission merchants, to 
dispense them or sell- them at retail, are imposed upon or misled in the purchase off inferior artt- 
cles, is too unfounded to deserre any other answer than can be gathered firom the very article in 
question. The price is an infallible test of the purity of all Medicines. Our customers rofmire, 
and we consequently import and sell to them, Blue mass at $1 20 per pound, and a common arti- 
cle a.t 75 or 80 cents. ^ . 

We always keep and furnish the best drugs to those that will buy them. For those that require 
an inferior article, we keep an inferior article, which we sell for, and they buy as iofwiof , ftnd at 
a less price. 

From this it would seem that the chief difficulty was the unwillingness oi 
buyers to pay the price of good drugs. Buyers, in their turn, allege that the 
consumer, the physician, and the apothecary will not pay for pure drugs, and 
will buy where cheapness, not quality, is the standard. 

While we are not able to say where the blame lies, one thing we have de- 
termined on, and that is, th&t it shall not be upon us. 

The importance of pure chemicals is felt by every practitioner, and yet 
they are scarcely to be obtained in any part of the country, as they are 
excluded by the low price of the ordinary article. Indeed, several chemi- 
cals, of great value in the treatment of disease, have almost &Uen into 
disuse, firom the simple fact of their known impurity as furnished to the pro. 
fesdon. 

Knowing this matter to be worthy the first and earnest concdderatioa of the 
practitioner, we would respectfully ask attention to the accompanying 



circula:k. 

The recent l*w of Coogress, in relation to adulterated Drugs, gires lu the 
opportunity of bringing more generally to the favorable notice of Aiysioians 
and Apothecaries, our preparation of euperior medioinee, known as 

**PHIL[P SCHIEFFELIN & CO.'S EXTRA MEDICINES." 

Our establishment having been in operation in this citj^ for more tua» 
HALF A €£MTURT, ^Ycs UB the benefit of long experience in determining the 
qualities of articles, and understanding the vanta of those who wish to dis- 
pense medicines of uniform strength. We wish to call particular attention 
to our Extra Powders, which are pulyerised from selected roots and gums of ' 
the rery beat quality, and, when necessary, every piece is broken and ex- 
amined under our own immediate superrision, and consequentiy possess a 
purity hitherto unknown in this country, and a uniformity of action upon 
which the physician may rely with perfect confidence. 

Powdered J[alap, (which is |io frequentiy found adulterated or utterly 
worthless,) when prepared by us is £rem the roots of the true Menoan Jalap 
and not from the spurious and inert roots and top? of the plant, which has 
been so commonly sold of late in our principal sea-ports. Our powdered 
Ipecac, extra, also, will be found much superior to the usual article of com 
merce, being made from the true Brazilian Ipecacuanha, and consisting solely 
of the active outer coating of the root, carefully separated from the ligneous 
parts, and from all other inert matters. In pulverising Cdocynth, extra, we 
retain only the active pulp of the apple, rejecting the seeds, which latter con 
stitute the principal part of the weight of the fruit, and are nearly inert. 
Powdered Rhubarb, extra, we prepare from the best East India Rhubarb, 
which is culled over with great care, every root being broken to detect any 
unsoundness. The powdered Resin Guaiac, extra, is the pure Resin cdleoted 
in tears, entirely free from the dross and dirt usual to the ordinary Guaiac of 
commerce. 

The Scammony, also, is powdered firom an article differing in appearance, 
and very much superior to what is usually- sold for Aleppo Scammony. Blue 
Pill, bearing our label, will always contain one-third part of Mercury, and our 
Hydro-sublimed Calomel will be found to be of superior and regular quality. 

^are'is taken to have these '^ Extra Medicines" not only pure, but of the best 
quality procurable. When required, any of these articles can be obtained of 
us in their original state, as some may deoLre a superior article to use unpow- 
dered. I%e life of the patient, as well as the success and reputation of the 
physician and apothecary, depends so much upon the prompt action of the me- 
dicines used in sickness, that we feel every confidence that any effi>rt to fur. 
nish them with pure and superior drugs will be fully appreciated. To 
preserve the preparations from being injured by the air and moisture, they 
are generally put up in botties and jars, containing one pound each, and also 
in five and ten pound canisters. They should be kept as much as possible 
from the light. 

It will be observed that the prices of these superior articles are necessarily 
higher than those of the ordinary kind, and phyncians mi mercfcaiits at » 



s 

^MmM, when they wish this quality sent tkem, Me ptrtieiikrly requested te 
write for the "• £xTaA Mxdicincs^^ of 

Fhilip SchiefMin, Haines ft Co., 

Druggists and Chimists, Niw-York. 

In order furthir to tnsurt th$ purity of our Powders^ ufe have everything jml 
verized under our own inspection^ and on our oton premises. 

EXTRA POWDERS. 

PuIt. lleeftmiMUM, 
" Ergot, 

'^ 1 OS. tUIi, 



Ixt OoloejBth, CM^ 
'< Lieorioo, CftUb, 
VomvgMk B—A, 
CtontUn Root, 
Oincttr, JamAiea, 
Golden Soal, 

QwiUe Boiik from Tean, 
vGum Arabic, Turkey, 
Oftmboge, 
MMtiob, 
Myrrh, 
TrMaeanth, 
Hellebore, Wbite, 
Hyoaci&iniu, 

IpeoM, without the iroody 
[centre, 
IpeoM and Opium, (Bo- 
(rers Powders, 
Jalap, 
Kino, True, 
Lobelia, 

" Seeds, 
Mandrake, 
Maish Bosemazy, 
Mace, 
Mesereon, 
Nnz Yomioa, 
Nitrate Potass, Pom, 
Nutmegs, 
NatgaJls, 



Pnlr. Opium, Turkey, 



Orange Peel, 
Orris Boot, 

Pepper, Cayenne, Amer. 

Pepper, Black, 

PeruTian Bark, Loxa, 
" « Bed, 

" « Calisaya, 

Prickly Ash Bark, 

Pink Boot, 

Pleurisy Boot, 
« Bhubarb, Turkey, 
" E. India, 

Bbatany Root, 

Sarsapaiilla, Para, 

Sage, 

Summer Savory, 

Sweet Maijeram, 

Sabina, 

Sexma, Alex. 

Seneluk Boot, 

Scammony, Aleppo, No. 1, 
« Virgin, 

« *^los.TiaU, 

Snakeroot, Virginia, 

Squills, 

Sulphate Copper, 

" Iron, 

• " Petals, 

Uva Ursi, 

Valerian, English, 



Aromatic Powder, U. S. P. 
Pttlr. African Pepper, 

« Alum, 

" AlUpice. 

** Aloes, Cape, 

« " Socot, 

" AssaMtida, 

" Antimony, BefBlkJSolph. 

" Angostura Bark, 

" Aniseeds, 

« BaTberry Bark, 

" Belladonna, 

" Blood Boot, 

" Bitter Boot, 

" Black Boot, 

" Beiaz, • 

" Buehu, 

" Caraway Seeds, 

" Cantharides, 

" Canella Alba, 

** Cardamon, (Seeds only,) 

" Cieuta, 

" Cranesbill, 

« CIOTOS, 

". Cinnamon, ordinary, 
« " Ceylon, 

" Cohosh, Black,^ 

" Columbo, 

" Oolohioum Boot, 
« " Seed, 

» ColoejnthPulp, 

" Cubebs, 

« BigitaUs, 

Bottles and Cans at Cost. 

When put up in i and i lb. Bottles, at 10 oents per pound advance. 

As many of the Gums, &c., are of unusual purity^ for instance Guaiac, 
Aloes, A.S8afoetida, &c., &c., they are very liable to run together and become 
solid. Even the ordinary common gums of commerce are so apt to run toge- 
ther that Drug-grinders usually grind with them some Woody substance, such 
as Ldcorioe-root, Gentian-root, &o., &o. Some rools that are rich in resin, such 
as Rhubarb, Jalap, &c., &o., are also apt to agglomerate. The Extra Pow- 
ders being perfectly pure, and free from all foreign substances, are therefore 
more liable to become solid than the common qualities, but where they do so? 
we will replace them with others that are freshly powdered. 

Pure Chemioals, Prepared at our Laboratory' 

Iodide, Lead, 

« « Crystals, 

« Iron, 

« « Pure, 

Mercury, Bin Iodide, 

« « « Crystals, 

" « Protoiodide, 

Hoiphine, Sulphate, ^ 

'^ Acetate, 
OrauTiUe's Lotion, 
Oil Copaiya, 
Oil Cubebs, 
Collodion, 1 os. yials, 
Precipated Chalk, 

We are also manufacturing Inspissated and Hydro Alcoholic Extracts, to 
correspond with our other goods, and in purity and efficacy not equalled by 
any offeredtin.this or any other market. 



Antimony Tartrate, Crystals, 

»* •• PulT. 

Ammonia, Aqua, 

" Liquor Port, 

Anuncniated Alcohol, 

« « Aromatic, 

Azfr«it Nitras, 

^* ♦* OrysUls, 

IfUBwr Canstie, Nos. 1, 2, 3, 
Ferri Garb, Precipitated, 

" " *^ Pure, 

" Sulphas, Pure, 

« ^' Bzsiceat, 

lodidA, Arsenic, 



Prusrio Acid, 

Potasaa Nitras, Pure, 

Spirits Nitri Dulc, 

Syrup Iodide Iron, 

Sulphuret Fotassa, 

Vallet's Ferruginous Sitass, 

Zinei Acetas, 

Zinci Sulphas, 

Zinci Chloride, 

Chloride Soda, de Labarraque, 

Confection Roses, 

Confection Senna, 

Blue PiU, Masii, 

Ung Mercurial, 



The Hydro Alooholie Extnots are prepared by Bteam proeess, and in a yacu- 
um, in such a manner that the yaluable properties of the plant are preseryed 
uninjured, and at the same time a consistence, color, and taste are obtained, 
which are not found in the vegetable extracts now in common use, and which 
are sufficient eyidenoe of their superiority. Among them are 
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of Belladonxuk 


Ext. 


ef Dandelion, Inspisaatei^, 


Ext. 


of Rhabarh, 

•* Saraaparilla, Simplex, 


(i 


" Butternut, 


" 


'' Digitalis, 


u 




** Buchu, 
« Bloodroot, 


u 


»< Gentian, Opt., 

« " Ordinary, 


It 


« " Compound, 
** Para « AloohoUe, 


H 


*' 0«Diam, 


u 


" Hyoieiauiu, 


u 


" Hon., " AloohoUe, 


H 


« «' Se«d«, 


<( 


" Hips, 


u 


" Stramonium, 


M 


« " German, 


<( 


« Jalap, 


It 


" « Seeda, 


K 


" Chamomile, 


« , 


*' Lnpnline, 


l( 


<'^ EnriiBh YaleriaB, 


H 


" Colocynth, Ordinary, 


(( 


" Nux Vomica, 


cc 


(t 


« Colocynth, Opt. 


u 


" Pinkroot, 






{( 


« Dandelion, Alcoholic, 


u 


« Q&aMfia, 







It is a well-established fact, that many plants which in their hatire condi- 
tions are possessed of very active medicinal properties, by ctUtivation loge 
their peculiar characteristics, and become nearly inert. Some vegetables 
which belong to poisonous families of plants by cultivafton are made innoca- 
COS, and are freely eaten as food, as the Potato, Parsnep, Celery, &c., &o. 

To ensure to our extracts^ such as Hyosdamt^ Belladonna^ Cicuta^ ^c, aU the 
active therapeutical effects which they should possess, we take pains to procure 
the herbs from which they ar6 prepared from places, whp-e they are indigenous 
to the soil : viz., from Germany, France, England, India, &c., &c. : and they . 
are consequently much superior to extracts made from the cultivated plants 
of American growth. 

These extracts, together with our Pure Chemicals and Extra Powders, so 
favorably known throughout the Southern and Western States, have received 
the unqualified approbation of various Medical Associations, and of Physi- 
cians and Apothecaries wherever known. Their superior efficacy in all prer 
scriptions will be at once apparent to every one who reflects upon the diifficulty 
oftentimes experienced in the administration of" the common drugs of com. 
merce, and the loss of life consequent upon the use of mer^ remedies, 

JS^ The great and increasing demand for Cod liver Oil, and the difficulty 

of procuring the oil in its pure state, and such as we can guarantee to our 

customers, has induced us to send an agen^ to the fisheries, for the purpose of 

having the best article that can be offered in .market. This article will also 

bear our label when put up in bottles, and be warranted pure, when ordered 
in bulk. 

The value of this oil, as aTome^al agent in scrofulous affeotions and pulmo- 
nary diseases, is no longer a question — ^the daily experience of medical men, in 
its administration, only adds to its reputation. In this, as in all articles upon 
which we place the guarantee, of our name, we wish to be understood as 
offering, to the purchaser and consumer of meidicihe, the best of its kind that 
the market can afford. 

TO DRUGGISTS. — ^In addrion to the Extra Medicines, we also keep a 

LARGE AND WELL-ASSORTED STOCK OF THE ORDINARY DrUGS AND MeDICISES 

of commerce, carefcllt selected, and the best that can be procured. 
Our Essential Oils and other Liquids we obtain from the most reliable 
sources, and are submitted to evert known test for impurities j and we 

AVOID PURCHASING ANT KIND OF DrUOS IN THE POWDERED STATE. 

Our arrangements and facilities are such that we can offer induce-' 

MENTS to dealers WHICH MUST INFLUElfCE ALL WHO NOT ONLY LIKE TO HAVE 
A FAIR EQUIVALENT FOR THEI|l MONET, BUT AT THE SAME TIME TO HAVE GOODS 

THAT are what they purport to be, and svc» as will beai^ tke stiuctest 

EXAMINATION AND ANALYSIS. 



PURE MEDICINAL EXTRACTS. 

WE WOULD CALL THE ATFENTION OP PHYSICIANS, APOTHECARIES AND 
DRUGGISTS, to our liit of PURE EXTRACTS and annoxad testimoDiaU. 

TILDEN & Co., 98 John street, New York. 
Inspissated Alcoholic and Hsrdro-Alcoliolic Extracts. 

Aconite. Diiritalii. Blalcrern. 

Rutternut. Dulcamara. Mullein. 

Kelladonna. Dock, yellow. Oak, white. 

Bitter Root. Garget, or Poke. •* black. 

Honeset. (Jentian. ** red. 

Burdock. Hyoscyamus. Poppy. 

Blood Root. Hardback. Priiicesa Piue. 

Blue Flag. Hops. Rue. 

Boxwood. Hellebore, black. Savin. 

Coaium. *« white.- Sarsaparilla, American. 

Cbamomiln. Harebound. '* Uio Negro. 

Cohosh, black. Indian Hemp. ** Compound. 

** blue. Lettuce, GHrden. Thornapple. 

Clover. " Wild. Wormwood. 

Cowparsnip. Lobelia. 

Dandelion. Mandrake. 

" Medical Society of the Slate of New York. 
" Resolved, That this Society having seen and examined, and several of them having used 
the various Vegetable Eziracts, made by Messrs. Tilden & Co., of New Lebanon. Nevr-York, 
and being aatisfied of the valuable character of these preparations, hereby recommend them to 
the members of the profession generally. 

»• Albany, February 6th, 1850. " P. VAN BUREN, Secraary:* 

We bare liberal tcstimonals from several State and county locations. 



Berkshire Mbdica.l iNSTiTUTEf ) 
PittsJUld, Feb. 7, 1851,$ 
I have twice visited the establishment of the M^s^rs. Tilden, at New Lebanon, N. Y., com- 
prising their B>>tanic Gardens, Steam Mills, and Extract Works, and through the politeness of 
the proprietors examined the raw material, the several processes by which the medicinal ex* 
tracts are prepared, and a large number of the extracts themselves. Some of these I have 
used in my practice during the past year. I take great pleasure in certifying that in my opin> 
ion the eatabliahment supplies a long-felt want in the profe9sion-.efficient and reliable extracts 
— and I do most cheerfully recommend their trial to physicians. 

H. H. CHILDS, 
President of Berkshire Medical College. 



BoWnOIN COLLEOE, } 

Brunsieiek, Me.^ March 4, 1851. $ 
Messrs. Tildkn & Co., 

Qentlemen : — Having visited your manufactory of medicinal extracts, in New Lebanon, and 
inspected the various processes employed, I feel it my duty to state that they are admirably 
adapted to the end proposed, viz : to procure extracts which shall contain all the active prin- 
ciples of the plant from whence they are derived, possess efficiency and uniformity of stren>;th, 
and which shall not be injured by keeping, by climate, change of temperature, &c. Your Ex- 
tract of Conitttn, prepared by steam in vacuo, and from which the albumen and chlorophyle 
have been separated, appears to me to be the ne plus ultra of extracts, and the same may be 
said indeed of all the others. You have successfully brought all the principles of pharmaceutic 
science to bear upon your various processes, and although experience may possibly suggest 
«onie improvements, yet I candidly acknowledge that at present 1 find nothing to suggest, no- 
thing to find fault with. That you may be rewarded for your enterprise and skill is the sincere 
wish of Your humble servant, 

CHAS. A. LEE, 
Prof, of Materia Mediea and Therapeutics. 

For further communications we would refer to our general circular. 

For a particular notice and analysis of our Extract of Conium we would refer to the Phila- 
delphia Journal of Pharmacy of October, 1850, and April, 1851. 

jfood 4- Bache's Dispensatory, edition 1851. Drs. W- ffB. say of Extract of Conium:^" That 
imported from London has usually been considered beet; but we have seen and {rtedthe Ex- 
tract prepared bv the Messrs. Tilden If Co., of Neto-York, by evaporation i» vacuo at a low heat, 
and have found it ^apertor to any that we had previously employed.** For further notice, see 
pages 968 and 980. 



UNIVERSITY OF NEW TORK.i 
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PR0FESS0E8 OF THE GOVEBNIWG FACTTLTY. 

CirnitTillfi ^hnrpe PattiPon, Hi. H., 

FrofeiidrDrGeneril, Dearriptive and !=i]r^ical Aititomj. 
ITInrlrn f*n|iif , m* V-p 

F rofeflflo r uf Mo tn rU M e J k a anj The rdpenticau 

Profeiior qTMidvpU't^ry Hiid the JjLifiBAea of VVoiiiGn And CMMren. 

J*hn IV. I>Tai»«rp ITT. V.v 

Frofcdeor of Cbctojotrv And Fbf aiologf . 

Atrrcft r. Fekt, Iff, D.^ 

Frofeuor of ihc Priiicip1<^i, Trpctict! fiTid OpcrtLtioDei of Surfer jr. 

m^rrflilfa ClfiHf'r, HI. If., 

FmfeiSDr of tbu iDitimtci and Frocticc uf Mcdicino. 
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Frofefli or of M D di c »] J urj sp rud en co, 

B. W. ntncmidr, M . If., 

Profeflifir of U^'gleite and I'DxicolDgf . 

Thom&n ITIt lTInrko#'f ITf. If., 
Profeinorof PathoIogickJ ind ^[kcruicopic AuutinznjT- 

Williniu II, Vnn Bnrrn» ITI. If., 

Prcifcseor of tUii IHieiiPHof tha Geaitu-urLuifx urguw, 

J. T. mncnire, HI* D«, 

frtifetiQT of PbjiicAl riiL|TiififLi hnd the Dj.iteapea of tfao Cbcflt. 

IFilliani If«rliB|r, Iff. D., 

D«mont4ralor of Anatomy. 
C;eflir||6 A, P«trir>, IW* I>», 

Frciaector to the Fr(jfi!b»or of Surgeryr 

TbQ Medlcn] Facuhj iti announcing iheir Lectnrei for the Ir'efeian lBM-2, avail themselves 
of the DppoTtunit; of iiifDrmiiig the Frofeasion of certain impoptnuC Chanel's lltey have made in 
tbeif fl>BErin of medical inAtmction. Tfupr^sf^^iJ wi\h tlie hC'U<:f that the time has arrived far 
■ Jfording ia SKud^Jiti moTo eittended faclLitiea thm hare hitherto fxiirei?, thoy have increased 
tbcif meenj of inatructiciiit hy tho appointment of five additlannl Prafeiisori. 

The winier course of Lectures will he eocdtictcd hy the six ProfeBBon of the Goveminf 
Faculty ■& bereeofore hDtiouticed. It vfIII ctimmcnce oii Octoher Stih, and terminate on the 
Ust day of February; aiid when Ifa^ exnnjlDBticm ahnll have ht^cn complifted, commencement 
«1U he held, nnd tbe degrees rGnfcrrf^d. On March ]^th, nnoiher caurfe of Lectures will be- 
fin. which will he con Unved until October* when the LeciureBof the winter session will be 
resnined. This course, which ib thtii to oecupy the i^pring, Summer and Autumnal months, 
will be delivered by the rrofetsor' hn[h of the goTerninp and not goTerning faculties. The 
Imlruetioa to he communicated by t be nacmbersof ihe facnltieA will he arranged so that two 
Leeturei witl he delivered every day, or a Clinique und n Lecture. Tbcre will be four Clin- 
tquvs each week, viz : one Surgical, one Bfedlcftlr and tno Obatetric. The following are the 
lubjecta to he tau|hC- 

Anatarny, Materia Meiiica and Thorapeutica, Midwifery and the Diae^aes of Women aad 
Child I en, Che mi a try and phyaiolDgy, Surpery, Practice ol Modklnre^ Medical Jurisprudence, 
Byglene and Toxicology, PaibDlDgical and Micro^copie Anatomy, DIacaeceof theGenito>urinary 
organa, Phyiilcal Din^nopla liitd Oifeaaea of the Cbe^t. 

Airangementa alao have ht^rt* rnnde by which a Courfle of Lectorea on the Diseases of th« 
Skin will be piven by Ij. D. BULKLKY, M. D. 

Whilar, therefore, no obligation la Imposed upon the Stndf^ntB lo extend the time of their 
realdenee In the City beyond ihe period or the winter aetslon, i^^tboae who have complied widi 
tha regnlatiDni of too UnlTei-aity leing peimiited. if they iFeilre it, lo be candidates for gradoA- 
tion as heretoforeO an extended ay a tenr^ pf ii^atmct^on will be coitttnu^d during the rest of the 
year, to which all atndenta of the Univcraity who hhTo atErnElr^I the winter Lectures, will be 
adnaUit^d free of charge. Sludenia wbo have n».t attended a full courfe of winter Lectures, 
^ndwhomay wish to enter for the iFpHnp and f ummer eourto. wMl be received on paymeut of 
ibe MmHculation ffa and |^5 ; and alionld they alt^'rwarda decide io become pupils of tbe 
UnlTeraii> for the tinier trourfle enaulng^ the $JU thus paid by them will he credited to thim oa 
tailing out tbi-Lr ticketi for tbatcourfte. 

it Ja unneceaaary far the Facmky to enlarge on the ndTnntngea thua pr^aented. For any lo^ 
atitotion to aitcT^pt to c^^erce iia f^indcnts to pursue a mucb more extended course than tbat 
required hy Medical Colleges i^enerally. la perfectly bopeleai. jVui the FacnlCy believe, thfttif. 
without any addliional eh^iriiei a ^reat and polid exeoTt^ion is offered, a mnjurity o| StudeiiitsypjfB 
ba inducted lo avail thcmaelvea of It, and that the au perl or rank which thtie more Mghlr e4|||' 
cated Junior mrniheTa will a?flUBi4^ in ti^e profeaaiott, will ixefciee a mors powerful ih^JimmSi 
than any ohligniory regulaiiona. Tbe FJiculty propoe^eto cnnfcr upon thoao members oCSw 
daaa» certlfleBtpa of bonor, aa an evidence of ihrir h living purfuid a more complete eov^/Hat 
luairuciion than that followed hy me dkfil Btnd^ntji ^ en cm I ly, ^-^ 
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Dr. SWETT.ON DISEASES OF THE CHEST 



D. APPLETOX & CO. 

WILL PUBLISH EABLT 1!C FEBRUAST, 

A TREATISE OH THE DISEASES OF THE CHEST. 

Being a Coarae of Lectarefl delivered at the New York Uospital, by Johm A. Swktt, 
M. D., Physician to the New York Hospital, formerly President of the New 
York Pathological Society. I vol. 8vo.» 600 pagee. 

'llie above Treatise is intended to embrace all the well established practical facta 
in relation to the important class ot Diseases of which it treats. 



DEMPSTER ft HENLEY, 

Comer Elizabdh and Hester Streets, Aeir York, 

SDRGICAL INSTRUMExXT MANUFACTURERS, 

To the New York and Brooklyn City Hospitals. 

SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS of every variety made to order, and parUcalar 
attention paid to repairing. 3t Feb. 1852. 



CHLOBOFOBM. 

PURE. 

Much of the Chloroform of commerce being very impure, and its aae having in 
some cases been attended with an pleasant couspqueoces, we have been repeatedly 
nreed to make some, at our I«aboratory, of a quality superior to that generally for 
sale in this market We would therefore inform the Medical Profenton, that we have 
prepared an article, the purity of which can be implicitly relied on. 

NITRATE OF SILVEB 

Can also be obtained from us perfectly purb, either in sticks or crystals, mauafactur- 
ed at our Laboratory. 

MO&PBZIVS. 

Our Morpliiue having acquired a reputation superior to any other, those who have 
occasion to use the article, will be satisfied of its excelleuce by giving it a trial. 

WB ALSO raBPAEB 

XHE SYRUP OF IODIDE OF IRON, 

Now so highly esteemed as a remedy in Scrofulous complaints. These articles (which 
it is of the greatest consequence to physicians to have of reliable quality) are, with our 
other preparations, offered to the notice of those desiring 

Pure Drugs and Chemicals, and Superior Extracts, 

By PHILIP SCHIEFFELIN, HAINES & CO., 
DRUGGISTS AN^D MAI^UFACTURING CHEMISTS, 

lOy WATER STBBBT, NEW ITORK. 



MANUFAOrURER OF 

SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS, 

19S Broadwayi eomer of Sey Streetf 



NEW-YORK. 



SPECTACLES-EYE SIGHT. 

OFFIOB 52 BOWBBT, 

Three Doon from the Theatre, New-Torii. 

E. SKOTT FEANKS, SPECTACLE MAKEE, 

Alt Speclacles purchased from E. S. FRANKS will be exchanged free of cost, if no^ 
Consulting and Practical Optician, Pablio Lecturer on the Anatomical Form and 

Physiology of the Human Eye, and on the good and bad effects of Spectacles, 
satisfactory. He also repairs and fits glasses into parties' own frames, and always 
adjusts his Spectacles to the Eye on the most approved principles that have been dis* 
covered in modern science. 

OFFICE 52 BOWERY, three doors from the Theatre, New- York. 
E. 8. FRANKS, has the pleasure of referring to the Surgeons of the N. Y. Eye 
Infirmary, and other distinguished medical gentlemen of this city, from whom he 
has received testimonials. 



SANDEESOFS NEW TRUSS. 

The action of this instrument is derived from a fixture in the centre, which re- 
verses the pressure obtained from the ordinary Truss, and directs it to the seyeral m- 
dtcations of the disease. The canal, through which the hernia protrudes, being two 
and a half inches in length, diverging tbroujgh a series of ligaments, from the interior 
of the abdomen towards the centre, where it comes out externally, it follows that the 
compression must be directed to the entiro length, or otherwise the difficulty is in- 
creased. This instrument consequently throws the pressure first upon the external 
opening, and as the draft is made upon the levers, which are bent to the shape of 
the body, it is extended along the canal until the internal opening is closed against 
further protrusion. Then by fastening the back strap, the viscera are held in the 
cavity until the natural contractions effect the cure. For sale, wholesale and re- 
tail, at the 

HOOD'S TRVS8 OFFI€E, 

NO. 3 BARCLAY-STREET, NEW- YORK. 

The Nkw-Yobk Mbdical Timbs will be published on the 1st of every month. Communiea 
tiona may be sddressed to the Editor, No. ^ Amity street. Terms, |3 per annum, payable in 
advance. 

T^ms of idiiertWvK te ikt N«w-ToTk MMnA Ttai«k 

One Paoe, 94 00 | Each additional InBertion, . . tl 50 

Each addltloBal iMertiOB, . SOQ One-foarthofaPage, . . .150 

One half of a Page, 2 50 | Each additional insertion, . . I 00 

Medical College Notices, oceupylng one page, two months, or two insertions, $10. Half pag^ 
two months $5. 

All Advertisements for less than three months must hb prepaid. 



PRIVATE LTIN6-IN AS7LUH. 



ReoommeadAd by the moat diitiofoiilifld of the Profnuion in this city. (Sm Circular at 
.w.) ApplieatiOBi fur • • ■ ... - ^ * . -, 

;. D., 186 5tt«De Park. 



•IEm.) Ap£lieatioBi'fur admiMlon personally, or by letter, may be made to James Keanedy, 



LECTURES ON OPHTHAUnO HBDIOINE AND SURGERY, 

By mark STEPHENSON. M. D., 



No, 383 Broome street. 

The Course which was oommenced on the ISth Not., will be continued every Saturday, at 
3 o'clock. P. M.. until the ISth March, 1858. 

The Diseases of tbe Eye will be illustrated by a splendid collection of models imported 
from Pari* ; also by Dalrymple's magnificent work, on the Pathology of the Eye, coutitmiog- 
over 21)0 different views, the engravinfs of which surpass anything which has yet appeared 
fyom the London Press. The Tarioai operations on the eye will be performed in the presence 
of the class, and each disease illustrated In living sobjecU, as far as practicable. 



LECTURES ON DISEASES OF THE CHEST. 



TTie nadenigned propoaea to continae his winter coarse of 

FREE LECTURES 

ON DISEASES OF THE LUNGS AND HEART, 

On eyery Taeaday Evening, (oommencing November 4tli,) from 8 to 9 o'clock, at 
his Rooma, No. 49 Baat Broadway. 

lUuBtrationa will be given by numerona Cawtb, Drawings, and Morbid Specimens. 

There will be a CHEST CUNIQUE, with pathological demonstrations, at the 

kaine place, at 3 o'clock, on each succeeding Saturday afiernoon. 

Atadeats, and members of the Profession, are respectrully invited. 

joniv w. €ORso]v, n. d., 

One of the Phtsicians of the Brooklyn Citt Hospital. 
New York, Oct. 20th, 1851. 



'9 

ANATOMICAL DEAUGHTSMAN, 

58 lilSPBNARD STRBRT, (Near Broadway.) 
Lithography, Wood Engraving, and Medical Print Coloring attended to. 

Lessons given in Anatomical Drawing. 



fO TBI 

MEDICAL PfiOFESSION AND DEALERS IN MEDICINE. 



You& earnest attentioii is requested to a branch of businefis intimately con- 
nected with success in the treatment of disease. It is well known among dealers, 
and yet not generally known by the profession and the public, that pure and 
genuine medicines, particular^ pure povfdered drugs, from the first quality f 
gams and roots^ are scarcely procurable in this country, and, therefore, phy- 
sicianB cften prescribe medicines to meet certain indications in the disease of 
the patient, without obtaining the desired and expected beneficial result. To 
eniunerate the articles of adulterated medicines that are daily sold in market, 
would be to name almost the entire list of the materia medica. From the finer 
and more important chemicals and pharmaceutical preparations, such as Mor- 
phine, Quinine, Hydriodate Potass, Calomel, Blue Pill, &c., &o., down to the 
most common, and those of daily use, such as Cream Tartar, Rhubarb, Super 
Garb., Soda, &c., the adulterations are so adroitly made, that even the cloeest 
inspection, without analyzation, will not detect them. Quinine is often found 
largely adulterated (in some instances more than half) with Mannite and 
other substances. Blue mass and Calomel hare been found much more than 
half adulteration. A gentleman, at one time connected with an extensiTe 
manufacturing establishment, informed us that, just before he left England* 
the &ctory turned out more than four thousand pounds of Blue Pill, contain- 
ing Barytes, instead of Mercury , and it was all destined for the American 
market. 

It seems to be somewhat difficult to determine where the blame rests for 
this state of things. An importing house, well known m this city, was aecusedt 
not long since, of selling nnpure drugs, and replying to the charge, through 
the New-York Express newspaper, they say : ' 

Tli« |ir«tenee thjit dniggistB who buy medidnei of wholesale and eommiasioii merchante, to 
dispense them or sell them at retail, are imposed upon or misled in the pnrehase of infMor artt- 
eles, is too tmfoanded to deserre any other answer than can be gathered from the very article ia 
question. The price is an infallible test of the puritj of all Medicines. Dor enstomers require, 
and we consaqoentlj import and aeU to them, Blue mmu at $1 30 per pound, and a eoumon arti- 
cle at 76 or 80 cents. 

We always keep and fdamiih the Iwrt drugs to thoee that wUl bay them. Wor theee thai re^vhre 
an inferior article, we keep an inferior article, which^we sell for, and they bay as infistior, and at 
a lets price. 

From this it would seem that the chief difficulty was the unwillingnefls of 
buyers to pay the price of good drugs. Buyers, in tiieir turn, aU^ that the 
consumer, the phyacian, and the apothecary will not pay for pore drug^ and 
will buy where cheapness, not quality, is the standard. 

While we are not able to say where the blame Hes, one thing we have de- 
termined on, and that is, that it shall not be upon us. 

The importance of |>ure chemicals is fislt by eyery practitioner, and yet 
they are scarcely to be obtained in any part of the country, as they are 
excluded by the low price of the ordinary article. Indeed, seyeral ehemi- 
cals, of great value in the treatment of disease, have almost ftUen Into 
disuse, firom the simple fact of their known impurity as furnished to the pro. 
fession. 

Knowing tins matterio be worthy the first and earnest conflidexatkm of the 
practitioner, we would respectfully ask attention" to the aocompanying 



CIRCTJLAR. 

The recent law of Congress, in relation to adulterated Dmgs, gi^es us tbe 
opportunity of bringing more generally to the favorable notiee of Physicians* 
and Apothecaries, our preparation of superior medicines, known as 

•* PHILIP SCHIEFFELIN & CO.'S EXTRA MEDICINES." 

Our establishment haying been in operation in this eity for moke thak 
HALF A CENTURY, gives US the benefit of long experience in determining tho 
qualities of articles, and understanding the wants of those who wish to dis- 
pense medicines of uniform strength. We wish to call particular atteniioa 
to our Extra Powders, which are pulverized from selected roots and gums of 
the very best quality, and, when necessary, every piece is broken and ex- 
amined under our own immediate supervision, and consequently possess ,a 
purity hitherto unknown in this country, and a uniformity of action upon 
which the physician may rely with perfect confidence. 

Powdered Jalap, (which is so frequently found adulterated or utterly 
worthless,) when prepared by ns is from the roots of the true Mexican Jalap 
and not from the spurious and inert roots and tops of the plant, which has 
been so commonly sold of late in our principal sea-ports. Our powdered 
Ipecac, extra, also, will be found much superior to the usual article of com 
merce, being made from the true Brazilian Ipecacuanha, and consisting solely 
of the active outer coating of the root, carefully separated from the ligneous 
parts, and from all other inert matters. In pulverizing Colocynth, extra, we 
retain only the active pulp of the apple, rejecting the seeds, which latter con 
stitute the principal part of the weight of the fruit, and are nearly inert. 
Powdered Rhubarb, extra, we prepare from the best East India Rhubarb, 
which is culled over with great, care, every root being broken to detect any 
unsoundness. The powdered Resin Guaiao, extra, is the pure Resin collected 
in tears, entirely free from the dross and dirt usual to the ordinary Guaiac of 
C(Hnmerce. 

The Scammony, also, is powdered from an artiole diffeiing in appearanoe, 
and very much superior to what is usually sdd for Aleppo Scammony. Blue 
Pill, bearing our label, wiU alwayif contain one-third part of Mercury, and our 
Hydro-sublimed Calomel will be. found to be of superior and regular quality. 

Care is taken to have these " Extra Medicines" not Otdy jwre, but of the best 
quality procurable. When reqiured, any of these articles can be obtained of 
us in their original state, as some may desire a superior article to use unpow- 
dered. I%$ life of the patient, as well as the success and reputation of the 
physician and apothecary^ depends so much upon the prompt action of the me- 
dicines used in siokness, that we feel every confidence that any effort to fur. 
nish them with pure and superior drugs will be fully appreciated. To 
preserve the preparations from being injured by the air and mmsture, they 
are generally put up in botties and jars, containing one pound each, and also 
in five and te^ pound canisters. They should be kept as much as possible 
from the light. 

It will be observed that the prices of these snptritt articles are n^oessaniy 
higher than those of the erdinwrirkind, md physioiaM nod merchai)^ ftt a 



distance, when the j with this quality sent them, are partieolarly requested te 
write for the *^ £xtra I^dicinks^ of 

Philip SehiefBdin, Haines ft Co., 

Druggists and Cbxmists, Nsw-York. 

In order further to insure the purity of our Powders^ we have everything pul 
verized under our own inepection, and on our own premises. 

EXTRA POWDERS. 
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Bottles and Cans at Cost. 

When put up in i and i lb. Bottles, at 10 cents per pound advance. 

As manj of the Gams, &c., are of unusual purity, for ibstance Gnaiac, 
Aloes, Assafoetida, &c., &o., they are very liable to run together and become 
solid. Even the ordinary common gums of commerce are so apt to run toge- 
ther that Drug-grinders usually grind with them some woody substance, such 
as licorice-root, Gentian-root, &o., &o. Some roots that are rich in resin, sach 
as Rhubarb, Jalap, &c., &c., are also apt to agglomerate. The Extra Pow- 
ders being perfectly pure, and free from all foreign substanees, are therefore 
more liable to become solid than the common qualities, but where they do so, 
we will replace them with others that are freshly powdered. 

Fnre Chemicals, Ftepared at our Laboratory. 

rate, Crystftls, Iodide, Lead, Prussic Acid, 

^,„ " ' Crystals, «----_-- 



Antimony Tartrate, 

" »* PulT. 

Ammonia, Aqua, 

" Liquor Port, 

Ammoniated Alcohol, 



Aromatic, 

Crystals, 
jNos. 1 ' 
renri Carb, Procipltai 



AnentNiiras, 

Lunar Caustic, Nos. 1, 2, 8, 
- —— -tated^ 



Pure, 



« Iron, 

« " Pore, 

Mereory, Bin Iodide, 

« « " Crystals, 

« " Protoiodide, 

Morphine, Sulphate, 

QnnTille*B Lotion, 
Oil OopaiTa, 
Oil Cubebs, 
Collodion, 1 oz. rials, 
Preoipated Chalk, 



Potasaa Nitras, Pure, 

Spirits Nitri Dule, 

Syrup Iodide Iron, 

Sulphuret Potassa, 

Vallet's Ferruginous BCass, 

Zinei Acetas, 

Zinci Sulphas, 

Zinei Chloride, 

Chloride Soda, de Labarr&que, 

Confection Roses, 

Confection Senna, 

Blue Pill, Mass, 

Ui^ Mercurial, 



'* Sulphas, Pure, 
« ^* Xxsicoat, 

Iodide, Arsenic, 

We are also manufacturing Inspissated and Hydro Alcoholic Extracts, to 
correspond with our other goods, and in purity and efficacy not ec[ualled by 
any offered in this or any other market. 



Izt. of Belladomuk 
»' " ButUnmt, 
" *» Boeho, 
« " Bloodroot, 
" « Confnm, 
" " « Seeds, 
« « ♦* Germin, 
*< " Chamomile, 
" " Oolocjnth, Oriinary, 
" " Colocynth, Opt. 
- ■" .Alcoh 



Ext. of Rhabftri), 

" '*' SuttMnrUla, Simpleoc, 

" « " Compouttd, 

ct u p^^ » AlcohoUc, 

" *" Eton^ " AleehoUe, 

" " Siranxoiuaxn, 

(( c( u flfledi 

" " English yaleriaa, 

« « Dutch, « 



ThaHfdn) Alcdudic Extrtote avo prepaid by steam prooeas, and in a Wa- 
nm, in sueh a manner that the Taloable properties of the plant are preserved 
nninjared, and at the same time a oonristence, color, and taste are obtained, 
which are not found in the regetable extracts novr in common use, and which 
are sufficient eyidence of their superioritj. Among them are 

Ext. of Dandelion, IttspiiMted, 

♦♦ " Digitalia, 

" " G«ntian,Opi, 

" « « OnUaarj, 

" " Hyoseiaau, 

" " Hops, 

« « Jalap, 

*' " Lupoline, 

" " Nttx Vomica, 

" " Pinknot, 

Dandelion,' Aleoholio, ^ " Quassia, 

It is a well-establiflhed fact, -that many plants which in their native condi- 
tions are possessed of very active medicinal properties^ by cultivation lose 
their peculiar characteristics, and become nearly inert. Some vegetables 
which belong to poisonous families of plants by cultivation are made innocu- 
ous, and are freely eaten as food, as the Potato, Parsnep, Celery, &c., &c. 

To ensure to our extracts^ such as Hyosctamus^ Bdladonna^ Cicuta, ifc, all the 
active therapeutical effects which they Should possess, we take pains to procure 
the herbs from which they are prepared from places where they are indigenous 
■ to the soil : viz., &om Germany, France, England, India, &c., &c. : and they 
are consequently much superior to extracts made from the cultivated plants 
of American growth. 

These extracts, together with our Pure Chemicals and Extra Powders, 00 
&vorably known throughout the Southern and Western States, have received 
the unqualified approbaticm of various Medical Associations, and of Physi- 
cians and Apothecaries wherever known. Their superior efficacy in all pre- 
^riptions will be at once apparent to every one who reflects upon the difficulty 
oftentimes experienced in the administration of the common drugs of com. 
merce, and the loss of life consequent upon the use ot inert remedies. 

9&^ The great and incjfeaong demand for Cod Liver Oil, and the difficulty 

of procuring the oil in its pure state, and such as we can guarantee to our 

enstomers, has indueed us to send an agent to the fisheries, for the purpose of 

having the best article that can be offered in market. This article will also 

bear our label when put up in bottles, and be warranted pure, when ordered 
in bulk. 

The value of this oil, as a remedial asentin scroMons affections and pulmo- 
nary diseases, is no longer a question— the daily elperienoe of medical men, in 
its administration, only adds to its reputation. In this, as in all articles upon 
which we place the guarantee of our name, we wish to be understood as 
(Offering, to the purchaser and consumer of medieine, the best of its kind that 
the market can affbrd.. 

TO l^RUGGISTS. — ^In ADDiriON to the Extra Medicines, we also keep a 

LARGE AND WELL-ASSORTED STOCK OF THE ORDINARY DrFGS AND MeDICIKES 
or CdBfMERCE, CAREFULLT SELECTED, AND THE BEST THAT CAN BE PBOCUASD. 

Our Essential Oils and other Liqitids we obtain from the ikosT reliable 

80¥RCEB, AND ARE SUBMITTED TO EVERT KNOWN TEST FOR IMPURITIES } AND W£ 
AVOID PURCHASING ANT KIND OF DrUGS IN THE POWDERED STATE. 

Our arrangements and facilities are such that wb can offer induce- 
ments TO SEALERS WHICJI MUST INFLUENCE ALL WHO NOT ONLT LIKE TO HAVE 
A FAIR EQUIVALENT FOR THEIR MONET, BUT AT THE SAME TIME TO HAVE GOODS 

THAT- are what thet purport to ^ x^ s?OB 4s .W|lL ?ea|i tot 8TRICt«»t 

EXAMINATION AND ANALYSIS. 



PTTBE MEDICINAL EXTBAGTS. 

WK WOULD CALL THE ATTENTION OF PHYSICIANS, APOTHECA.RIBS AND 
DKUGGIS r:«, to our li^t of PURE EXTRACTS and annexed teatioioouli. 

TILDBN &, Co., 98 Johu street, New York. 
Inspissated Alcoholic and Hsrdro-Alcohollc Extracts. 

Aconiie. Difrlulin. BfalcferD. 

BuUeruut. Dulcamara. Mullein. 

Belladonna. Dock, yellow. " Oak, white. 

Bitter Root. GarKei, or Poke, ** black. 

Boueaet. Gentian. '* red. 

Burdock. Hyoscyamus. Poppy. 

Blood Roof. Hurdhack. Princess Pine. 

Blue Flag. Hops. Rue. 

Boxwood. Hellebore, black. Savin. 

Couium. ** white. Sarsaparilla, American. 

Chaniomiln. Harehound. '* RioNefrro. 

Cohoah. black. Indinn Hemp. '* Compound. 

** blue. Lettuce, Gnnlea. Tliornapple. 

Clover. " Wild. Wormwood. 

Cow parsnip. Lobelia. 

Dandelion. Mandrake. 

" Mediral Society of the Slate of New York. 
" Resolved^ That this Society baring eenn and examined, and sf reral of them having Uf^ed 
the Tarious Vegetable Exiraets, made by Messrs. Tilden & Co., of Neve Lebanon, Ne«r York, 
and being satisfied («f the. valu ible character of these pr^arations, hereby recommend them to 
the members of the profepsion geneially. 

" Albany, February 6tA, 1850. •• P. VAN BUREN. SeertUuryr 

We have liberal testimonals from several State and county locations. 

Bkrksbirb Medical Institute, > 
Pittsfield, Feb. 7, 1851. $ 
I have twice visited the establishment of the N^s^rs. Tilden, at New Lebanon, N. Y., com- 
pricing their B itauic Gardens, dteam Mills, and Extract Works, and through the p diteness of 
the proprietors examined th^ raw material, the several processes by which the medicinal ex- 
tracts are prepared, and a large num*>er of the extratas themselves. Some of these I have 
used in my practice dicing the past year. 1 tike great pleasure in certifying that in my opin* 
ion the establisnment sapplies a long-felt want in thn profes^on— efficient and reliable extracts 
—and I do most cheerfully recommend their trial to physicians. 

H. H. CHILDS, 
President of Btrkthire Medical ColUge. 



BOWDOIN COLLEOB, / 

Brunettick, Me., March 4, 1851. ( 
Messrs. Tilden & Co., 

Gentlemen : — Having visitel your maiiufa«tory of medicinal extracts. in New Lebanon, and 
inspected the various processes employed, I feel it my duty to state that they are admirably 
adapted to the end proposed, viz : to procure nxtract^ which shall contain all the active prin- 
ciples of the plant from wheticethev are derived, possess t^fficiencv and uniformity of screnith, 
and which shall not be injured by keeping, by climate, change of temperaiure, &c. Your Ex> 
tract of Conium, prepared by steam in vacua, and from which the albumen and chlorophyle 
have been septrated, appears to mt^ to he the ne pins uUra of extracts, and the same may be 
said indeed of all the others. You have successfully brought all the principles of pharmaceutic 
Science to bear upon your various processes and althoujjh ex.ierience miv possibly suggest 
some improvements, yet I candidly acknowledge that at present 1 find nothing to suggest, no* 
thing to find fault with. That you may »»e rewarded for your euterprise and skill is the sincere 
wish of Your huiuble servaut, 

CHAS. A. LEE, 
Prof, of Materia Medica and Tf^rapeuticB.* 

For further communications we would refer to our general c.rcular. 

For a particular notice and analyi^is of our Extract of Conium we would refer to the Phila- 
delphia Journal of Pharmacy of October, ia"50, and April, 1851 . 

Wood Sr Bache''$ Dispensatory, edition 1851. Dre JV.ffB. say of Extract of Conium:^*' Thai 
imported from London has usunlly been considered best; but we nave seen and trieti the Ex- 
tract prepared bv the Messrs. Tilden 6f Co., of New York, by evaporation in vacuo at a low heat, 
and have found it superior to any that we had previously employed." For further notice, see 
pages 968 and 980. 



UNIVERSITY \!)F NEW YORK. 

nEDlCAL li«i:PARTin[l]IVT. 

PROFESSOKS OF THB GOVERNING FACULTY. 

Citriifivillc Sharpe PattiHon, ITI. 1>.« 

FrofcBBDr or General, Descriiit^ve and *^urgical Auatomy. 

Ittarfyn Patae, 191. O., 

I Profeisor of Materia Medionond Tberapetitics. <.' 

tNunninfs H. Bedford, I?l. O., 

Frofeesor ttfMI'dWirery and the JUiseascs of Women and Childrni. 

John "W. Draper, ITT. I>.« 

Prafbasor of Chemistry and Physiology. 
Alfred C. PoMt, IVI. »., 

ProrsBSOr of the I'rinciples, Practice and Operations of Surgery. 
Jner«'dith Clyni<>r, HI. 1>., 

Prufti»Piir of the Inatiiutcsand Practice of Medicine. 

PROFESSORS NOT OF tfLE GOVERNING FACULTY. 

CharlcM A\* I^re, }?l. ]»., 

Professor of Alfedital Jurisprudence. 

II . "W. Iflncrt'ady, ITI. D., 

I'rulessor of Hygiene and Toxicology. 

TJiomaM 291, HInrkor, 1?1. D., 
Prufesi^Drnf Pathological and Microscopic Aoatumy. 

Will ram H. Van Burea, Iff. D., 

ProfexBur of the Diseases of the Genito-iirinary urgnns. 

J. T. Iflrtealfe, ]?I. I>., 

Prnfe^at^r of Pl^i^sical Diai^ucisis and the Diseases of the ( hest. 

%Villiani Barling;, ]?I. B., 

Dfmonsirator of Anatomy. 
Geor«e A, Pelera, 191. B., 

Prosector to the Professor of Surgery. 

The MedkM Fnruhy ^n nnnDiinc ng iheir Lectures for the i-'easion ISiil-S, avail themselves 
ol \\i¥ cjjpoTtnuiry ipf liiloFi^tr'g (he Profession of certain impoitant changes tliey have made in 
thrir *^ tt- m of m^ dEml mBtruction. Impressed wi'h the belief that ihe time has arrived f«r 
nftbrdinji^ lo S^T^i J^Tits tiutre pxtended facilities thmi have hitherto eXiSted, they have ii^creused 
their rae^na v>f Lnstrm Uim. b> tlte j.ppoii tmeni of five additional Professors. 

The winicrcDurie iii Lccturts will be coiidupted by the six Professors of the Governing 
Faculty as heretofore etirit^urct^d. It will C( xnmence on Octoher 2i th. and terminate on the 
IttEt dpy of I'cbniary^ bi d ^ hen the exainination shall have been completed, commencemeni 
will be hrldn nnd tJ.e dr^r^^es i onfrrred. On March 15th. another course of Lectures ^«rill be- 
gin. whJc-h will be cnidiuued ui>til (Jctober, when the Leciures of ibe winter session will be 
reiumed. Tills course, wbicb is thus to occupy the Ppting. Fumroer and Autumnal znonlhs. 
will bedeUvfTpd by the Pr^jfef-sors both ol the goveining and not governing iaculties. Thr 
In^iriiCtitm to he CMiiifiiuTiicat^d' by the members of ihe faculties will be arranged so that two 
Lec-tnxpa will be dehT^rfd fvery day. or a Clinique and a I ecture. There will be four Clin - 
iijn^-H t^nirh wt-ek, vji : one Suf yical, one Medical, and two Obstetric. The following are the 
Aubjec t? to be I a u jf ht. 

Anpti'my, MHt(^ri» MtH]f a nnd Thnrapeuties, Midwifery and the Diseases of Women and 
Child en. Chrmifltry bUjI fhyeiulogy, Surgery, Practice of Medicince, Medical Jurisprudence, 
Hygiene find T oxlrology, PBtbcJogical and Microhcopic Anatomy, Diseases of the Genito-urinary 
otg&^B. PhjfichI' DiflpTsoflifl pnd liseases of the Che>t. 

Arri-ngeirienta rIso havf hi^n made by which a Course of Lectures on the Diseases of the 
Skin will beffiven by [1 D BUiKLKY, hl^TX 

^\^h11aMlierHorf^,miolnig»ition ih imposed upon the Students lo extend the time nf their 
reatdente in the Ciry bpypud ibe period oi the winter session, (those who have complied wiUi 
Hifl rt'^ulfltinDs of the Univcrfit^ leii-gpeiroi ted. if they t^esiieit to be caniiidates lor gradua- 
tfun Hs herp tufore.) an Hitpi did >ystem nf inst uction will be continued during the rest oi the 
yenr^to which all ^tiiilonte of the Uriversity who t^uve attended the winter Lectures, will be 
adnnitred free of Hisrfift. f^rud^^nts who have n« t (^tended a full course of winter Lectures, 
■nd wbi^mny wiel] to pnter for the ?prirpt«iid Sun«mer course, will be received on psymetit of 
ihe Mu rirulntion fie nnd :(1^ ; Bnd shoull they alttrwards decide to become pupils of thn 
UntTersli V tor ihe wmrer eourae ensning, t&e |3u tbub paid by them will te credited tu thim on 
tAkUt^ otitihi ir tic> eta for tbEit course. I '' 

It is uniitrpftPiiry for the Knculty to eflai^ge on the arl vantages thus presented. For any In- 
Btitutiontn ai|:<Tnpt tf^citTt^e irfStudemp pii/ursue a tnuch more eattei ded course than that 
ri^quirt^d by JH< rflMvl f ollepea gi-neia11y. isB)(«|)fejCt4|: h<|[peless. Fui ihe Faculty believe, that if. 
wUhout arjy Rddiifont^t chj4rire,a g>eat an(K|j(cm(l^^ " ^' " ** 

bf inJij* fill tfl avail ibemBi'lves of it. and nfoliilliiip fuperior rank w ~ xj.^nly eo«- 

cfited JuLrior mi-mbeiB vilT nPF^nnie inti e ft^^FS ipiu^ will ixerciee a mu.c powerful inmience 
than any ohHgaioTy re^ukiifma The F>«Sp3^ prc^ose to confer upon those member*" of the 
claaa, rrTiif]frit*-a of *kor>fjr, hp hv evidenr4pTih»irh»ving pursued a more complete course of 
itiiurucdon than that foUot^ed ty medicalMnd^^nts eretierHily. 

^OH^ W, DBAPEB, President of the Faculty. 

''Jill 
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Dr. SW£TI ON DISEASES OF THE CHEST 



D. APPLETON & CO. 

WILL PUBLISH EABLT IN FEBRUAJtT, 

A TREATISE ON THE DISEASES OF THE CHEST. 

Being a Course of Lectures delivered at the Njew York Hospital, by Johw A. Swett/ 
M. D., Physician to the New York Hospital, Tormsrly President of the New 
York Pathological Society. 1 vol. 8vo., 600 pages. 

The above Treatise is intended to embrace all the >vell established practical facts 
in relation to the important class of Diseases of which it treats. 



DEMPSTEB & HENLEY, 

Corner Elizabeth and Hester Streets, New York, 

SURGICAL INSTRUMENT MANUFACTURERS, 

To the New York and Brooklyn City Hospitals. 

SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS of every variety made to order, and particular 
attention paid to repairing. 3t Feb. 1852. 

CHLOROFORM. 

PURE. 

Much of the Chloroform of commerce being very impure, and its use having in 
some cases been attended with unpleasant consequences, we have been repeatecfly 
urged to make some, at our liaboratory, of a quality superior to that generally for 
sale in this market. We would therefore inform the Medical Profession, that we have 
prepared an article, the purity of which can be implicitly relied on. 

NITRATE OF SILVER 

Can also be obtained from us perfectly purb, either in sticks or crystals, manufactar- 
ed at our Laboratory. 

MO&FBIZffE. 

Our Morphine having acquired a re^tation superior to any other, those who have 
occasion to use the article, will be satisfied of its excellence by giving it a trial. 

WE ALSO PREPARE 

THE SYRUP OF IODIDE OF IRON, 

Now so highly esteemed as a remedy in Scrofulous complaints. These articles (which 
it is of the greatest consequeuce to physicians to have of reliable quality) are, with our 
other preparations, offered to the notice of those desiring 

Pure Drugs and Chemicals, and Superior Extracts^ 

By PHILIP SCHIEFFELIN, HAINES & CO., 
DRUGGISTS AND MANUFACTURING CHEMISTS, 

107 ITATEB STREET, NBIV ITORK. 



MAIfUFACmTKER OF 

SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS, 

19S BMrndway, eon&er of Dey Btrtett 

NEW-YOKK. 



SPECTACLES-EYE SIGHT. 

OVTIGB M BOWBBY, 

Three Doors from the Theatre, New- York. 

E. SKOTT FRANKS, SPECTACLE MAKEE, 

All Spectacles purchased fh>m B. S. FRANKS wilt be ezchangfed free of cost, if not 
Consultiug and Practical Optician, Public Lecturer on the Anatomical Form /ind 

Physiology of the Human Eye, and on the g:ood and bad effects of Spectacles. 
satisfactory. He also repairs and fits glasses into parties' own frames, and always 
adjusts his Spectacles to the Eye on the most approved principles that have been dis- 
covered in modern science. 

OFFICE 52 BOWERY, three doors from the Theatre, New- York. 
E. S. FRANKS, has the pleasure of referring to the Surgeons of the N. Y. Eye 
Infirmary, and other distinguished medical gentlemen of this city, from whom he 
has received testimonials. 



SAMERSOFS NEW TRUSS. 

The action of this instramevit is derived firom-« fixture in the centre, which re- 
verses the pressure obtained from the ordinary Truss, and directs it to the several in- 
dications of the disease. The canal, through which the hernia protrudes, being two 
and a half inches in length, diverging through a series of ligaments, from the interior 
of the abdomen toward the centre, where it comes out externally, it follows that the 
compression must be directed to the entire length, or otherwise the difficulty is in- 
creased. This instrument consequently throws the pressure first upon the external 
opening, and as the draft is made upon the levers, which are bent to the shape of 
the body, it is extended along the canal until the internal opening is closed against 
further protrusion. Then by fastening the back strap, the viscera are held in the 
cavity until the natural contractions effect the cure. For sale, wholesale and re- 
tail, at the 

HOOD'S TRUSS OFFICE, 

NO. 3 BARCLAY-STRfeET, NEVV-YORK. 



The NkW'Yobk Mbdical Timks will be published on the Ist of every month. Communiea 
tkms may be sddressed to tho Editor, No. 4^7 Amity street. Terms, $3 per aanum, payable in 
advance. 



Te»s.«f AdTertlsiBg lii tbe New^T«rk Mediod TivM. 

One Psffe, 94 00 I Each additional insertion, . . fl 50 

Each additlonai insertion, . 2 00 1 One-fourth of a Page, .150 

One half of a Page, . . 2 50 j Each additional inaertion, . 100 
Medical CoDege Notlees, occupying one page, (wo months, or two imertlonsi flO. Half page 
two months |5. 

All AdTertlaemenu for less thsa tbrse months sanst be prepaid. 



PRIVATE LTIN6-IN ASTLUM. 

Recommended by the most diitinguUhed of the Profession in this city. (S«e Circular at 
office.) Applicationi for admission personalty, or by letter, may be made to James Kennedy, 
M. D., 186 Duane Park. 



UBOTIIRES on OPHTHALBIO KBDIOINB AMD SUROERT, 

By mark STEPHENSON, M. D., 



No. 383 Broome street. 

The Course wh«eh was commenced on the 15th Not., will be continued every Saturday, at 
3 o'clock, P. M., until the 15th March. 1852. 

The Diseases of the Eye will be illustrated by a splendid collection of models Imported 
from Paris; also by Dalrymple's magnificent work, on the Pathology of the Eye, containing 
orer 200 different views, the engravings of which surpass anything which has yet appeared 
(torn the London Press. The various operations on the eye will be performed in the presence 
of the class, and each disease illustrated in living subjects, as far as practicable. 



LECTURES ON DISEASES OF THE CHEST. 



The andersigued proposes to continue his winter course of 

FREE LECTURES 

ox DISEASES OF THE LUNGS AND HEART, 

On every Tuesday Evening, (oommencing November 4th,) from 8 to 9 o'clock, at 
his Rooms, No. 49 East Broadway. 

Illustrations will be griven by numerous Casts, Drawings, and Morbid Specimsns. 

There will be a CHEST CLINIQUE, with pathological demonstrations, at the 

bume place, at 3 o'clock, on each succeeding Saturday afternoon. 

Student*, and member* of the Professioiiy are respeetfally invited. 

joHiv IV. coRsonr, m. d., 

> One of the Fhvsicjans or the Brooklyn City Hospital. 
New York, Oct. 20th, 1851. 

BEZirRY JLa BABTIELS, 

ANATOMICAL DKAFGHTSMAN, 

58 IiISPKlVAR]» SfTRBBT, (Near Broadway.) 

Lithography, Wood Engraving, and Medical Print Coloring attended to. 

I given in Anatomical Drawing. 



TO TH8 
MEDICAL PfiOPESSION AND DEALERS IN MEDICINE. 



Your eameet attention is requested to a branch of basiness intimately con- 
nected with Bnocess in the treatment of disease. It is well known among dealers^ 
ana yet not generally known by the profession and the public, that pore and 
genuine medicines, partioulary pure powdered drugs, from the first quality f 
gums and roots, are scarcely procurable in this country, and, therefore, phy- 
sicians often prescribe medicines to meet certain indications in the disease of 
the patient, without obtaining the desired and expected beneficial result. To 
enumerate the articles of adulterated medicines that are daily sold in market, 
would be to name almost the entire list of the materia medica. From the finer 
and more important chemicals and pharmaceutical preparations, such as Mor- 
phine, Quinine, Hydriodate Potass, Calomel, Blue Pill, &c., &c., down to the 
most common, and those of daily use, such as Cream Tartar, Khubarb, Super 
Carb-, Soda, &c., the adulterations are so adroitly made, that even the closest 
inspection, without analyzation, will not detect them. Quinine is often found 
largely adulterated (in some instances more than half) with Mannite and 
other substances. Blue mass and Calomel haye been found much more than 
half adulteration. A gentleman, at one time connected with an extensiTe 
manufacturing establishment, informed us that, just before he lefl England* 
the factory turned out more than four thousand pounds of Blue Pill, contain- 
ing Barytes, instead of Mercury ; and it was all destined for the American 
market. 

It seems to be somewhat difficult to determine where the blame rests for 
this state of things. An importing house, well known m this city, was accused, 
not long since, of selling ;mpure drugs, and replying to the charge, through 
the New-York Express newspaper, they say : 

The pretence that druggists who buy medicines of wholesale and commission merchants, to 
dispense them or sell them at retail, are imposed upon or misled in the purchase of inferior arti- 
cles, is too unfounded to deserve any other answer than can be gathered from the rery article m 
fluestion. The price is an infallible test of the purity of all Medicmes. Our customem require, 
and we conseq^uently import and seU to them. Blue mass at $1 20 per pound, and a common arti- 

^'^'we llwf jSkee^i^^ind furnish the best drugs to those that will buy them. For those that require 
an inferior article, we keep an inferior article, which we sell for, and they buy as inferior, and at 
a IMS priee« 

From this it would seem that the chief difficulty was the unwillingnesB ot 
buyers to pay the price of good drugs. Buyers, in their turn, aUege that the 
consumer, the physician, and the apothecary will not pay for pure drugs, and 
will buy where cheapness, not quality, is the standard. 

While we are not able to say where the blame lies, one thing we haye de- 
terinhied on, and that is, that it ihall not be upon us. 

The importance of pure chemicals is felt by eyery practitiwier, and yet 
they are scarcely to fee obtained in aaay part of the country, as they are 
excluded by the low price of the ordinary article. Indeed, several chemi- 
cals, of great value in the treatment <rf disease, have almost faUen into 
disuse, from the i^ple feet of their known impurity as furnished to the pro. 
fession. 

ffiidwiBg tMs matter to be worthy the fiwt and Artiest ooMftderation of the 
pracfi«<mer, we would respectfully ask atteiri»on to the accompaiiying 



Ext. of Dandelion, Inspissated, 

" '* Digitalis, 

" " Gentian, Opt., 

« " " Ordinary, 

<' " Hvoseiaastu, 

« « Hops, 

« " Jalap, 

« " Lnpuline, 

" " Nnx Vomica, 

" " Pibkroot, 

« « Qui • 



Ext. of Rhubarb, 

'■'' '' SaEsapariUa, SimBle^, 

" " " Compound. 

" « Para « Alcoholic, 

« « Hon., « Alcoholic, 

" " Stramonittm, 

« « " SeedA 

« « English Valeriaitr 

« " Dutch, « 



The Hydro Alcoholic Eztnets are prepared by Bteam proceee, and in a mca- 
um, ia sQoh a manner that the valuable profierties of the |Aant are preserved 
uoinj ured, and at the same time a consistenoe, color, and taste are obtained, 
which are not £(mnd in the vegetable extracts now in common use, and which 
are suMcioit evidence of their superiority. Among them are 

Ext. of Belladonna, 

•* *' BtittOrtlllt, 

" *♦ Buchu, 

" " Bloodroot, 

" " Conlum, 

" " " fietds, 

" " » Garman, 

" " CbaniomUe, 

" " Coitte/nth, Ordinary, 

" '' Colocynth, Opt 

" " Dandelion, Alcoholic, 

It is a well-established fact, that many plants which in their native condi- 
tions are possessed of very active medicinal properties, by ctUtivation lo94 
their peculiar characteristics, and become nearly inert. Some vegetables 
which belong tp poisonous families of plants by cultivation are made innocu- 
ous, and are freely eaten as food, as the Potato, Parsnep, Celery, &c., ka. 

To ensure to our extracts, such as Hyosciamus, Belladonna, Cicuta, ^c, all ths 
active therapeutical effects which they should possess, we take pains to procure 
the herbs from which they are prepared from places where they are indigenous 
to th^ soil : viz.? from Germany, France, England, India, &c., &c. : and they 
are consequently much superior to extracts made from the "cultivated plants 
of American growths 

These extracts, together with our Pure Chemicals and Extra Powders, so 
favorably known throughout the Southern and Western States, have received 
the unqualified approbation of various Medical Associations, and of Physi- 
cians and Apothecaries wherever known. Their superior efficacy in all pr«* 
scriptions will be at once apparent to every one who reflects upon the difficulty 
oftentimes experienced in the administration of the common drugs of cona^ 
merce, and the loss of life consequent upon the use of inehrt remediH, 

J8®* The great and increasing demand for Cod Liver Oil, and the difficulty 

of procuring the oil in its pure state, and such as we can guarantee to our 

customers, has induced us to send an agent to the fisheries, fat the purpose of 

having the best article that can be offered in market. This article will alaor 

bear our label when put up in bottles, and be warranted pure, when orderad 
in bulk. 

The value of this oil, as a remedial agent in scrofulous affections and pulmo- 
nary diseases, is no longer a question — the daily experience of medical men, in 
its administration^, only adds to its reputation. In this, as in all articles upon 
which we place the guarantee of our name, we wish to be understood a^ 
offering, to the purchaser and consumer of medicine, the best of its kind tliat 
the market can affi>rd» 

TO DRUGGISTS.— In addition to the Extra Medicines, we also keep a. 

LARGE AND WELL-ASSORTED STOCK OF THE ORDINA&T DrUGS AND MeDICINI^S 

of coiimeroe, carefully selected, and the best that can be psocursix.. 
Our Essential Oils and other Liquids we obtain from the host reliable 

SOVRCES, and ARIJJSUBMITTED TO EVERY KNOWN TEST FOR IMPURITIES ^ A.ND WE 
AVOID PURCHASING AWJf S;U>'D OF DrUGS IN' THE POWDERED STATE. 

.^UJ^^yiRJ^GSa^SNT^/ANP FAjCILITIES ARE SUCH THAT WE CAN OFFER tNbOCE- 
MENT§ TP DEALERS WHICH MUST* INFLUENCE ALL WftO HOT ONLY LIKE TO HAV£ 
A^lft 1»mvXLl^f;ifidtl'^T]bfl^ AT THE SAIB^ TUftE TO ^ AVE GOODS 

THAT are what they purport to be, a|ij>^^jCH,.a&. wjll beau the STRiexisx 

EXAMINATION AND ANALYSIS. "" ' ^''^"''^' - 



PUBE MEDICINAL EXTRACTS. 

WE WOULD CALL THE ATFENTION OF PHYSICIANS, APOTHECARIES AND 
DRUGGISTS, to our list of PURE EXTRACTS aod anDued tMtimonUls. 

TILDEN Sl Co., 98 John street, New York. 
Inspissated Alcoholic and Hydro-Alcoholic Extracts. 

Aconite. Difiulia. Halerem. 

Batternut. DuicamarB. Mullein. 

B«IUdoooa. Dock, yellow. Oak, white. 

Bitter Root. Garf ei, or Poke. ** black. 

Boneaet. Gentian. ** red. 

Burdock. Hyoacyanut. Poppy. 

Blood Root. Hardback. Priuceas Pine. 

Blue Flag. Hops. Rue. 

Boxwood. Hellebore, black. Sarin. 

Conium. ** white. Saraaparilla, American. 

ChaioomilA. Harebouod. '* RioNefro. 

Cohoah. black. IndiMO Hemp. ** Compound. 

** blue. Lettuce, Garden. Thornapple. 

CloTor. ** Wild. Wormwood. 

Cowparanip. Lobelia. 

Dandelion. Mandrake. 

*« Medical SocUty ofths State of New York. 
'* Resolved^ That this Society having seen and examined, and koveral of them having used 
-the rarious Vegetable Kxtracta, made by Mesirs. Tilden Se. Co., of New I^banon, New- York, 
and being satisfied of the valu ible character of these preparations, hereby recommend them to 
itbe members of the profession genet ally. 

•» Albany, February GiA, 1850. " P. VAN BUREN, Secretary^ 

We have liberal teatimonals from several State and county locations. 



Bbrkshirk Medical Institute, \ 
Pittajield, Feb. 7, 1851. 5 
I have tw^ice visited the establishment of the M^sirs. Tilden, at New Lebanon, N. Y., com- 
pri«ing their B itaoic Gardens, Steam Mills, and Extract Works, and through the politeness of 
the proprietors examined the raw material, the several processes by which the medicinal ex> 
tracts are prepared, and a large number of the extracts themselves. Some of these I have 
used in niy practice daring the past year. I tiike great pleasure in certifying that in my opin- 
ion the establishment sapplies a long-felt want in the profession —efficient and reliable extracts 

i^Qd I do most cheerfully recommend their trial to physicians. 

H. H. CHILDS. 
President of Berkshire Medical College. 

BowDoiN College, } 
Brunswick, Me., March 4, 1851. { 

Messrs. Tilmn & Co., 

aentletnen t^U&viag visltei your maauta'«tory of medicinal extracts, in New Lebanon, and 
inspected the various processes employed, I feel it my duty to state that they are admirably 
adapted to the end proposed, viz : to procure extracts which shall contain all the nciive prin- 
ciples of the plant from whence they are derived, possess efficiency and uniformity of strenarth, 
and which shall not be injured by keeping, by climate, change of temperaiure, ice. Your Ex- 
tract of Conium, prepared by steam in vacuo, and from which the albumen an.l chlorophylc 
have beeo sep irated, appears to me to lie the ne plus ultra of extracts, and the same may be 
said indeed of all the others. You have successfully brought all the principles of pharmaceutic 
science to bear upon your various processes, and although experience mav possibly suggest 
some improvements, yet I candidly acknowledge that at present 1 flod nothing to suggest, no- 
thinff^ to nnd fault wltL That you may he rewarded for your e uterprise and skill is the sincere 
w-ialfof Your humble servant, 

^"'^ ^^ - CHA8. A. LEE. 

Prof, of Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 

For further communications we would refer to our general circular. 

For a particular notice and analysis of our Extract of Comiutn we would refer to the Phila* 
delphia Journal of Pharmacy of October, 1850, and April, 1851. 

ffbod if Bache's Dispensatory, edition 1851. J^rs W. 4" -B. say of Srlract of Coniutn ;— " That 
imoorted from London has usually been considered beat; but we have seen and trieithe Ex- 
irnct prepared by the Messrs. TUden if Co., of New York, by evaporation in vacuo at a low heat, 
and have found it superior to any that we had previoasly employed." For further notl-.o, ««« 
pa^ea 968 and 980. 



UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK. 

niEDICAL DEPARTRieiVT. 

FSOFESSOBS OF THE OOVEENING FAGULii. 

dranTille Sharpe Patti»oii, ITI. V., 

Professor of General, DescriptiTe and Surgical Anatomy. 

miariyii Paine, m. 1>., 

Professor of Materia Medicaand Therapeutics. 

OnnninK S. Bedford, m. ]^., 

Professor of Midwifery and the Diseases of Women and Children. 

jr«hn 'W. Draper, HI. ]>.• 

Professor of Chemistry and Physiology. 

Alfred €. P«at, M. »., 

Professor of the Principles, Practice and Operations of Snrgery. 
Merrdith Clymer, M. D., 

Professor of the Institutes and Practice of Medicine. 

FSOFESSOBS NOT OF THE OOYEBNING FACULTY. 

Charlea A. l«ee, m. D., 

Profes»or of Medit-al Jurisprudence. 

B. IV. Mocrrady, ill. 1>., 

Professor of Hygiene and Toxicology. 

Theaaas HI. J9Iarkor, M. 1>., 

Professor of Pathological and Microscopic Aoatomy. 

IVilliam 0. Taa Bnren, 191. B., 

Professor of the Diseases of tlie Genito-urinary organs. 

jr. T. inrtcaire, M, B., 

Profei-sor of Physical Diagnosis and the Diseases of the Chest. 

IVilliaBa Barling, M. B., 

Demonstrator of Anatomy. 

Oearice A. Peters, HI. B., 

Prosector to the Professor of Surgery. 

The Medical Faculty in announcing ilieir Lectures for the Session 1851-2, avail tbemselrea 
of the opportunity of informing the Profession of certain important changes tlicy have made in 
their systim of medical mstruction. Impressed with the belief that the time has arrived far 
affording to Students more extended facilities thnn have hitherto existed, they l.ave increused 
their means of instruction, by tlie appointment of five additional Professors. 

The v^inter course of Lectures will be conducted by the six Professors of the Goveminir 
Faculty as heretofore announced It will commence ou Octolier 2()th, and terminate on the 
last day of February ; aid when the examination stiall have been completed, commencement 
will be held, and the degrees conferred. On March ]5th. another course of Lectures will be- 
gin, which will be continued until October, when the Lectures of the winter session will be 
resumed. This course, which is thus to occupy tlie Spiing, Summer and Autumnal months, 
will be delivered by the Professors both of the governmg and not governing faculties. The 
instruction to be communicated by the members of the faculties will be arranged so that two 
Lectures will be delivered every day. or a Clinique and a I ecture. Tliere will be four Clin- 
iques rach week, viz : one Surgical, one Medical, and two Obstetric. The following aie the 
subjects to be taught. 

Anatomy, Materia Medica and Tharapeutics, Midwifery and the Diseases of Women and 
Childien. Chemistry and Physiology, Surgery, Practice of Medicince, Medical Jurisprudence, 
Hygiene and Toxicology. Pathological and Microi-cupic Anatomy, Diseases of the Genito-urinary. 
organs, Phynical Diagnosis and Diseases of the Chcft. 

Arrangements also have been made by which a Course of Lectures on the Diseases of the 
Skin will be given by H. D. BULKLEY, M. D. 

Whilst, therefore, tan obligation i« imposed upon the Students to extend the time r>f their 
residence in the City beyond the period of the winter session, (those who have complied with 
the regulations of the University being permitted, if they desire it. to be candidates for gradua- 
tion as heretofore,) an extended »ystem of instiuction will be continued during the r^st of the 
year, to which all students of the University who huve attended the winter Lectures, will be 
admitted free of charge. Students who have nrt attended a full course of winter Lectures, 
and who may wish to enter for the Spring and Summer course, will berereived on payment of 
the Matriculation fee and 125 ; and should they afterwards decide to become pupils of the 
..University for the winter course ensuing, the |3U thus paid by them will 1 e credited to tht m on 
taking out their tickets for that course. 

It is unnecessary for the Faculty to enlarge on the advantages thus presented. For any In- 
stitution to aitf mpt to coerce it& Students to pursue a much more extended course than that 
required by Medical Colleges generally, is perfectly hopeless. Put the Faculty believe, that if, 
without any additional charge, a great and solid extension is offered, a majority oi Students will 
be induced to avail themselves of it, and that the superior rank whirh these more highly edu- 
cated Junior members will assume in the profession, will f^xerciee a more powerful influence 
than any obligatory regulations. The Faculty propose to confer upon those members of the 
class, certificates of honor, as an evidence of their having pursued a more complete course of 

instruction than that followed by medical students generally^ 

JOHN W. BSAFEB, President of the FacuUy. 



MEM Bo mE¥MJ[E%, 

MANUFAOTUKER OF 

SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS, 

193 Broadwayi comer of Pey Streett 

NEW-YORK. 



SPECTACLES-EYE SIGHT. 

OPPIOB M BOWBBT, 

Three Doon from the Theatre, New-York. 

E. SKOTT FEANKS, SPECTACLE MAKEK, 

All Spectacles purchased from B. 8. FRANKS will be excbaogfed free of cost, if not 
Consulting and Practical Optician, Public Lecturer on the Anatomical Form and 

Physiology of the Human Eye. and on the good and bad effects of Spectacles. 
satisfactory. He also repairs ana fits glasses into parties' own frames, and always 
adjusts his Spectacles to the Eye on the most approved principles that have been dis- 
covered in modern science. 

OFFICE 53 BOWERY, three doon Arom the Theatre, New- York. 
E. S. FRANKS, has the pleasure of referring to the Surgeons of the N. Y. Eye 
Infirmary, and other distinguished medical gentlemen of this city, from whom he 
has received testimonials. * 



SAMERSOFS NEW TRUSS. 

The action of this instrument is derived from a fixture in the centre, which re- 
verses the pressure obtained from the ordinary Truss, ^nd directs it to the several in- 
dications of the disease. The canal, through which the hernia protrudes, being two 
and a half inches in length, diverging through a series of ligaments, from the interior 
of the abdomen towards the centre, where it comes out externally, it follows that the 
compression must be directed to the entire length, or otherwise the difficulty is in- 
creased. This instrument consequently throws' the pressure first upon the external 
opening, and as the draft is made upon the levers, which are bent to the shape of 
the body, it is extended along the canal until the internal opening is closed against 
farther protrusion. Then by fastening the back strap, the viscera are held in the 
cavity until the natural contractions effect the cure. For sale, wholesale and re- 
tail, at the 

HOOD'S TRUSS OFFICE, 

NO. 3 BARCLAY-STREET, NEW-YORK. 

TheNaW'ToBK Mbdxcal Tikis wiU be published on the 1st of every month. Commnniea 
tions may be addressed to the Editor, No. 4^7 Amity street. Terms, $3 per amuun, payable in 
advanoe. 

Term 9t AdTerlislBg In the irew-T«rk Hcdical TimMU 

One Pace, 94 00 j Each additional insertion, . 91 50 

£aeh additional insertion, . . 8 00 One-fourth of a Page, . . .150 
One half of a Page, 8 50 | Each additional insertion, . . 100 

Medical Ck»llege Notices, oecapying one page, two months, or two insertions, 910. Half page 
two months $5. 

All Advertiaemenu for less than three months must be prepaid. 



PRIVATE LTING-IN ASYLUM. 

Recommended by Um moit distingiiiehed of the Proftssidn ia this city. (See Circular at 
office.) Appiieatioju for admistlon pereonaliy, of by letter, may be made to Jamea Kennedy, 
M. D., 18ff Dttaaa Ark. 



LEOTURBS ON OFHTHM.mO HEDIOINE AND SURGERYp 

By mark STEPHENSON, M. D., 

AT HIS 

BTS AND BAK IKFZRMAILY, 

No. 383 Broome street. 

The Conrae which waa eommencod on the 15th Nor., will be eontinued every Saturday, at 
3 o'clock. P. M., until the 15th March. 1852. 

The Diaeaaes of ihe Eye will be illustrated by a splendid collection of modela imported 
from Parle; also by Dalrymple'a maj^oificent work, cm the Pathology of the Eye, couttiminr 
oTer 2(K) different views, the engravmga of which aurpasi anything which has yet appeared 
Oom the London Press. The Tarioui operations on the eye will be performed in the preeence 
of the elaaa, and each disease illnatrated in living anl^ta, as far as practicable. 



LECTURES ON DISEASES OF THE CHEST. 



The undersigaed propoaes to continae hia winter oonne of 

FREE LECTURES 

ON DISEAl^ES OF THE LUNGS AND HEART, 

On every Tueiday Evening, (commencing November 4th,) fh)m 8 to 9 o*6lock, at 
his Rooms, No. 49 East Broadway. 

lUustratioDS will be given by uumerons CAvrs, Drawings, and Morbid Spkcimens. 

There will be a CHEST CLINIQUE, with pathological demonstrations, at the 

ftame place, at 3 o'clock, on each succeeding Saturday afternoon. 

SiadenUy and JKeiiabers •€ the Profession^ are respeelfally Invited. 

afOHW 1¥. CORSON, in. De, 

One of thk Phtsicians of the Brooklyn City Hospital. 
New York, Oct. 20th, 1851. 

HENRY A. BANIELS, 

ANATOMICAL DEAUGHTSMAN, 

58 IiISPBNAR]> STRBBTi (Near Broadwar*) 
Lithography, Wood Engraving, and Medical Print Coloring attended to. 

Levons given in Anatomical Drawing. 



TO THB 
MEDlCAL PROFESSION AND DEALERS IN MEDICINE. 



Your eamoet attention is requested to. a branch of business intimately con- 
nected with success in the treatment of disease. It is well known among dealirs, 
und yet not generally known by the profession and the public, that pure and 
genuine medicines, particulary pure povfdired drugs, from the first quality f 
gums and roots, are scarcely procurable in this country, and, therefore, phy- 
sicians often prescribe medicines to meet certain indications in the disease of 
the patient, without obtaining the desired and expected beneficial result. To 
enumerate the articles of adulterated medicines that are daily sold in market, 
would be to name almost the entire list of the materia medica. From the finer 
and more important chemicals and pharmaceutical preparations, such as Mor- 
phine, Quinine, Hydriodate Potass, Calomel, Blue.Pill, &c., &c., down to the 
most common, and those of daily use, such as Cream Tartar, Rhubarb, Super 
Carb., Soda, &c., the adulterations are so adfbitly made, that even the plosest 
inspecUon, without analyzation, will not detect them. Quinine is often found 
largely adulterated (in some insfcances more than half) with Mannite and 
other substances. Blue mass and Calomel have been found much more than 
half adulteration. A gentleman, at one time connected with an extensive 
manufacturing establishment, informed us that, just before he left Bnglandi 
the factory turned out more than four thousand pounds of Blue Pill, contain- 
ing Barytes, instead of Mercury ; and it was all destined for the American 
market. 

It seems to be somewhat difficult to determine where the blame rests for 
this state of things. An importing house, well known in this city, was accused, 
not long since, of selling impure drugs, and replying to the charge, through 
the New-York Express newspaper, they say : ^ 

The pret^nce that dni|fi«ts who bnj medicines of vholeifile and commiMion merohaalt, to 
dispense them or sell them at retail, are imposed upon or misled in the pwchase of infsrior arM- 
clesv ^ ^00 aDfooftded to deserve anj other answer than can be gathered from the verj article in 
qnestion. The price is an inftillible test of the puritj of all Medicines. Oar customers require, 
and we consequently import and sell to them, Blue mass at $1 20 per pound, and a eommon arti- 
cle at 76 or 80 cents. 

We alwaj^s keep and fluaish the best drags to those that will buj tham. for those that roq«iM 
an Inferior article, we keep an inforior article, which we sell for, and they buy as inferior, and at 
a low prlee. 

Fr<Hn this it would seem that the chief difficulty was the unwillingnesB ef 
buyers to pay tiie price of good drugs. Buyers, in their turn, allege that the 
cov»umer, the physidaa, and the apothecary will not pay for pure drugs, and 
will buy where ehtiapnesB, not quality, is the standard. 

While we are not able to say where the blame lies, one thing we hate de- 
termined on, and that is, that it shall not be upon us. 

The importance of pure chemicals is felt by every practitioner, and yet 
ihey are softroely to be obtained in any part of the country, as they are 
•zeluded by the low priee of the ordinary article. . Indeed, seyeral ohemi- 
lals, of great value in the treatment of disease, ^have almost fallen into 
lisuse, from the simple fi^^ct of their known impurity as furnished to the pro. 
iBHion. 

Kiftowing this matter io be worthy the fint and earnest eonnderation tf tho 

practitiener, we would respeetfilly aek atteation to the accompanying 

1 



3 

CIRCULAlt. 

fhe recent Isw of Congress, in relation to adulterated Drugs, ^ves uBthe ' 
opportunity of bringing more generally to the faTorable notice of Physicians 
and Apothecaries, pur preparatiimlof superior medicines, known as 

•* PHILIP SCHIEFFELIN & CO.'S EXTRA MEDICINES." 

Our establishment having been in operation in this city for more tua^ 
HALF A CENTURY, givos US the benefit of long experience in determining the 
qualities of articles, and understanding the wants of those who wish to dis- 
pense medicines of uniform strength. We wish to call particular attention 
to our Extra Powders, which are pulverized fipom selected roots and gums of 
the very best quality, and, when necessary, every piece is broken and ex- 
amined under our own immediate supervision, and consequently possess a 
purity hitherto unknown in this country,, and a uniformity of action upon 
which the phyacian may rely with perfect confidence. 

Powdered Jalap, (which k so frequently found adulterated or utterly 
worthless,) when prepared by us is from the roots of the true Mexican Jalap 
and not from the spurious and inert roots and tops of the plant, which lias 
been so commonly sold of late in our principal sea-ports. Our powdered 
Ipeoac, extra, also^ will be found much superior to the usual article of com- 
merce, being made from the true Brazilian Ipecacuanha, and consisting solely 
of the active outer coating of the root, carefully separated from the ligneous 
parts^ and from aU other inert matters. In pulverizing Colocynth, extra, we 
retain only the active pulp of the apple, rejecting the seeds, which latter con- 
stitute the principal part of the weight of the fruit, and are nearly inert. 
Powdered Rhubarb, extra, we prepare from the best East India Rhubarb, 
which is culled over vrith great care, every root being broken to detect any 
unsoundness. The powdered Resin 'Guaiac, extra, is the pure Resin collected , 
in tears, entirely free from the dross and dirt usual to the ordinary Guaiac of 
commerce. 

The Scammony, also, is powdered from an article difiering in appearance, 
and very much superior to what is usually sold for Aleppo Scammony. Bine 
Pill, bearing our label, vnll always contain one-third part of Mercury, and our 
Hydro-sublimed Calomel will be found to be of superior and regular quality. 

Care is taken to have these ^^ Extra Medicines'* not only pure, but of the best 
quality procurable. When required, any of these articles can be obtained of 
us in their original state, as some may desire a superior article to use unpow- 
dered. The life of the patient, as well as the success and reputation of the 
physician and apothecary^ depends so much upon the prompt action of the me- 
dicines used in sickness, that we feel every confidence that any effort to for. 
nish them with pure and superior drugs will be fully appreciated. To 
preserve the preparati<His from being injured by the air and moisture, they 
are generally put up in botties and jars, containing one pound each, and also 
in five and ten pound canisters. They should be kept as much as poaiible 
from the light. 

It will be observed that the prices of these superior articles are neoesssrily 
higher than those of the erdinary kind, and physicians and merchants at a 



diatanoe, when they wish this quality sent them, are particnlarly requested to 
write for the* " Extra MsDiciirKs" of 

Ffailip Sehieffidm, Haines & Co., 

Drfooists and Chemists, New- York. 

In BTder further to insure the purity of our Powders^ we have everything pul 
verized under our eum inspection, and on our oum premises. 

EXTRA POWDERS. 

Pair. Xleoampane, 
'* Krffot, 
' '^ 1 OB. rials, 
' Ixt.0eloe7]ifh,0'd., 
< " Lieorioe, OftUb, 
^ f ouiiigrek S«ed, 



Arom&tio Powder, U. S. P. 
PuIt. African P«ptMr, 
" Alum, 
" Allspice, 
" Aloes, Gap«, 
" , « Socoi, 
** AsoafiaBtids, 
" Antimony, Bef.Blk Julph. 
** Ansostnrs Bsrk, 
'' Aniseeds, 
" Bayberry Bsrk, 
^^ Belladonna, 
** Blood Root; 
'< Bitter Root, 
" Black Root, 
< " Borax, 

" Bnohn, 

" Caraway Seeds, 

" Cantharides, 

" Canella Alba, 
' '* Oardamon, (Seedi only,) 

'' Oienta, 

" Cranesbill, 

" Gloves, 

**• Oinnamon, ordinary. 

** « Ceylon, 

" Oohoflh, Black, 

** Columbo, 

** Oolchieom Boot, 

•♦ " Seed, 

" Golocynth Pulp, 

•* CnbebB, 
" BigitaUfl; 



Gentian Boot. 
Ginger, Jamaica, 
Golden Seal, 

Gnaiac Besin, from Tears, 
Gnm Arabic, Turkey, 
Gamboge, 
Mastich, 
Myrrh, 
Tnsaeanth, 
Hellebore, White, 
Hyosciamns, 

Ipecac, without the woody 
[centre, 
Ipecae and Opium, (Bo- 
(vers Powders, 
Jalap, 
Kino, True, 
Lobelia, 

« Seeds, 
Mandrake, 
Marsh Bosemary, 



Pulv. Opium, Turkey, 
" Orange Peel, 
" Orris Boot, 



Pepper, Cayenne, Aawr. 
Pepper, Black, 
PoruTian Bark, Loza, 
« " Bed, 

Calisaya, 



Prickly Ash Bark, 
Pink Boot, 
Pleurisy Boot, 
Bhubarb, Turkey, 

Bhatany Boot, 
Sarsaparilla, Para, 

?«•' . 
Summer Sarory, 

Sweet Marioram, 

Sabina, 

Senna, Alex. 



Seneka Boot. 
Scammony,Ale] 



,Ne.l, 



^loc.ylals, 
Snakeroot, Tivginia, 



Squills. 
" ' hate 

Potass, 



Snip] 



Copper, 
Iron, 



I 



Ura Und, 
Talerian,Sx^|lish, 
Jbe., 4eo. 



'* Mesereon, 

" Nuz Tomica, 

'* Nitrate Potass, Pore, 

" Nutmegs, 

"* NutgiOls, 

Bottles and dana at Cdkt, 

Wlien put up in i and i lb. Bottles, at 10 cents per ponnd advance. 

As many of the Gtims, &o., are of unusual purity, for instance Goaiao, 
Aloes, Assafoetida, &c., &c., they are yery liable to run together and beoome 
Bdid. Even the ordinary common gums of commerce are so apt to run toge- 
ther that Drug-grinders usually grind with them some woody substance, such 
as licorice-root, Gentian-root, &c., &c. Some roots that are rich in resin, such 
as Rhubarb, Jalap, &c., &c., are also apt to agglomerate. The Extra Pow- 
ders being perfectly pure, and free from all foreign substances, are therefore 
more liable to become solid than the common qualities, but where they do 80> 
we mil replace "Ihem with others that are freshly powdered. 

Fnre Chemicals, prepared at our Laboratorjr. 

Antimony Tartrate, Crystals, 



Pulv. 
Ammonia, Aqua, 

" Liquor fort, 

Ammoniated Alcohol, 

" " Aromatic, 

Argent Nitras, 

^' " Crystals, 
Lunar Caustic, Nos 1,2,3, 
Ferri Oarb. Precipitated, 

" " " Pure, 

" Sulphas, Pure, 

" ^* £!zsiccat. 

Iodide, Arsenic, 



Iodide, Lead, 

»* « Crystals, 

« Iron, 

" « Pure. 

Mercury, Bin Iodide, 



« <( Protoiodide, 

Morphine, Sulphate, 

'^ Acetote, 
GrauTflle's Lotion, 
OUCopaira, 
Oa Cubebs, 
Collodion, 1 oc. Tlals, 
Piecipated Chalk, 



Prussie Acid, 

Potassa Nitras, Pure, 

Spirits Nitri Dule, 

Syrup Iodide Iron, f 

Sulphuret Potassa, 

TalleVs ferruginous Mass, 

Zinci Acetas, 

Zinci Sulphas, 

Zinci Chloride, 

Chloride Soda, de Labanaque, 

Confection Boses, 

Confection Senna, 

Blue Pill, Mara, 

Ung Mercurial, 



We are also manu&cturing Inspissated and Hydro Aloohdic Extracts, to 
correspond with our other goods, and in purity and efficacy not equalled by 
any offered in tiiis or any other market. 



Ext. of Band^lion, Ii^piasated, 

" " GeutUn, Opt- •• 

». K « ^ Otdfturfy • 

" " Hops, • ' ^ .. , 

« « JMa^,\^ .. 

«' " XupoHtto.- t 

" " JJtii; Votnica,' 

" " Pinkroot, 

" " Qnaitsiai, 



Ext. of Rhubarb, 

" •"■ Sarsaparilla, Simplex, 

" « " Compoand, 

" ., « Pat* " .Alcoiioliis, 

« " Hon., " Alcoholic^ 

" " Stramoiiimn, - 

" " « Seeda, 

" " English V«fcTian. 

« « DiJoh, " 



The Hy<ira Alooholie Extracts are pr§ptred \ij steam prooeas, and in a vaotl- ^ 
um, in 8U0I1 a manner that the valuable, properties of the plant are preserved 
uninjured* and at the same time a consistence^ color, and taste are obtained, 
whicfi are not found Uk<>he vegetable extracts now in common use, and which 
«^ are snffi^ent evidence of their superioiity. Among them are 

Bxt. of Belladoana, 
" *' Battemut, 
" '• Buchu, 
" " Bloodroot, 
" '* Conium, - 

" " " Oermkn, 

*» " Chamomile, 

" " Oolocynth, Ordinary* 

•* « Oolocynth, Opt. 

" w Dandelion;^ Alcoholic, 

It is a well-established fact, that many plants which in their native condi- ^ 
tions are possessed of very aoUve. medicinal fnr^riies, by cultiwxtion lo»e 
their peculiar characteristics, md litiecome nearly inert. Some vegetables 
which belong to poisonous families of plante by cultivation are made innoen- • ^ 
ous, and are freely eaten as food, as the Potato, Parsnep, Celery, &o.v^c. 

To ensure to our ts^ttacts^ such as Hyosciamus^ Be^ladonnOy Cicutai ^c.yoU the 
active therapeutical effects v^ich ^^ flhdtiid possess, we tiaJce pains to procifre 
the herbs from which they are prepared fr^ places where they are indigenous ] 
t4> the soil: vii^., from Germany, France, Esigland, India, &c., ikc.:'«nd they 
are consequently much superior to extnuotfftnade jfrom the oultivated plants' 
of American growth. - . ", \ . ■' ' ' 

These exira«iUi^/together with our Pore Chenieals and Extra Powders, so < 
favorably X^io^wn throughout the l^outherlk and Western St^tes^ ha^ve received 
the unqualified approba^iion of various Medical Associaticms, 4n^ of Physi- 
cians and Apothecaries wherever known* Their ^{eripi; efficacy in all {Pre- 
scriptions will be at once apparent tO'every one wha^^ef e^ts^uppnrthe 4ifficiilty 
often^tipies experienced in the adxmnists^tioni of t^e'Csptnmon,'drpg8 of com- 
. merce,a9d theioM-^/i^e consequent upon tljie vm otinp% rer^ediep. 

JtjSf The giceat and increasing demand for Cod liver Oili and the d^^ulty 
of procuring ih^ oil in its pure state, and sfich as we caifi ga vranise to our 
. CHStpmers, haf induced usto sendJan a^ent to the fisheries, fer the purpose of 
having the best article that caiL be offered/in market This article will also 
b^ar oua? label whep put up in b(4tles,.aad be wiarranted pur^whien ordered 
inbfflk. '^ * ^ ^i 

The value of this oil, as a remedial agent !n scrofulous affecticna and pulmo- 
nary diseases, is: i^ Ixm^ a question^the daily, expe^en^e of medical men, in 
its admini9traliolav*only adds to its repiitation. In this, as in all articles upon 
. which we', place the guarantee 6f our name^ we wish to b^, understood as 
offering, po the purchaser and consiuner of medicine, the best of its kindrthat 
the marktt e^ afbrd. . , 

TO DRUGGISTS.— Ik Annirioii to t»k Extra Medicikbs, yrp xtaomsFA 

LARGE AND 'VrSJ^h-^^iOR'T^J) STOCIl OF THE ORDINARY PRtreS Ai^D MsBICIKES 
OF COMMXiRCX, OAREFVLLT SELECTED, AND THE BEST THAT CAN BE PROOUJLED. 

Our Essential Oils and other Liquid^ we obtain from the' most rbkablc 
sources, and are submitted to e^ery. known test for i^ur|tl£s^ and we 1 

AVOID PURCHASING ANY KIND OF DruGS IN THE POWDERED STATE. 'Tj 

Our AKRANa&BitKTS kvU mi^^LtTim are |uoh that we oan^c^pbr inauck- • 

MBNT8 TO DEALERS WHICH MUST Il^FLUENCE ALL WHO NOT ONLY LIKE TO HAVE uj 
A FAIR E<IUIVALXNT FOR THEIR MONEY, BUt AT THE siltiC tiME TO HATS GOODS 

THAT are what they purport to bes Ai«jl> sdCH xfi vnut BaiKTlCE itiuqtest ^ 

SXAMINATIOK A2U> ANALYSIS 
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VHIVEBSIT7 OF HEW YOBX, MEDICAL DBPASTMEHT. 

SESSION OF 1852—53. 

FAOULTT OF MEDZOINE. 



Valkntink Mott, M. D^ LL. D^ Bmeritua Protoasor of Surgery and Surgical Anatomy, and Kx- 
President of the Faculty. 

MAaTTN Painb, M. D., Profesflorof Materia Medlea and Therapeutics. 

GuNNiifo S. BEoroRD, M. D., Profesaor of Obstetrics, the Diseases of Women and Children, and 
Clinical Midwifery. 

John W. Drapkr, H. D., Professor of Chemistry and Physiology. 

ALrRED C. Post, M. D., Professor of the Principles and Operations of Surgery, with Siirgtcol and 
Pathological Anatomy. 

Mkrbdith Clymbr, M.D., Professor of the Institutes and Practice of Medicine. 

William H. Van Bvrbn, M. D^ Professor of GeneriU and Descriptive Anatomy. 

William Darling, M. D., Demonstrator of Anatomy. 

Gboroe A. Peters. M. D., Prosector to the Prodnsor of Surgery. 

Albx. B. Mott, M. D., Prosector to the Emeritus Professor of Surgery. 

JOHN W. DRAPER, M. D., Prbsioent or tbb Faculty. 

Course or Instruction. TheCoursesof Lectures given will be on Anatomy, General, Descriptive, 
Surgical and Pathol<^cal ; Surgenr ; Materia Medica ; Thempeutics ; Institutes and practice of Medi- 
cine ; Obstetrics and Diseases of women and Children ; Chemistry and Pliysioiogy. These courses are 
arranged in such a way that six lectures a day are given, except when cliniques intervene. The 
cliniquee are : 

1. An Obstetric Clinique every Monday, from 2 1-2 to 4 1-2 o'clock, P. M. This cliniqne was 
first established by Professor Bedford, in October, 1850, and from that time it has met with constantly 
increasing success. More than 1700 cases of the most interesting diseases of women and children have 
been presented 6t it. So great are the facilities of the City of New York in this respect, that it may be 
truly said, that nowhere else do such opportunities exist for the study of this department 

2. A Surgical Clinique every Tuesday, from 2 1-2 to 4 1-2 o'clock, P. M., under the charge of 
Professor MotU All surgical operations which may be necessary, are performed in presence of the 
Students. The senior Students nave the privilege of attending the Patients at their houses, under the 
direction of the Professor. 

3. A Medical Clinique every Wednesday, from 2 1-2 to 4 1-2 P. M^ under the charge of Professor 
Clymer. In this Clinique every variety of disease will be brought before the Class, and special atten- 
tion will be given to mieUadies of the chest, auscultation, percussion, &c. The Patients wiU be given in 
charge of the senior Students, to be attended under the airection of the Professor. 

4. A Surgical Clinique every Saturday, from 10 to 12 o'clock, under the charge of Professor Post. 
This is conducted in the same manner and upon the same principle as the Tuesday Clinique. 

Practical Anatomy. The Session dtiring which the dissecting-room will he open for Students, 
will occupy five months, commencing the first day of October, and terminating on the first day of Maroh 
following. During the month of October, the room will be open from 8 o*clock, A. M., till 5 o'clock, 
P. M., and it will be the duty of the Demonstrator to attend there regularly during that month, from 10 
o'clock, A. M., till I o'clock, P. M., and to devote himself assiduously to the instruction of the pupils 
in the art of dissecting, and in the acquisition of anatomical knowledge. During the months of No- 
vember, December, January and February, the dissecting-room will be open from 8 o'clock, A. M., till 
10 o'clock, P. M.; and it will be the duty of the Demonstrator to be in attendance from half-past 2 
o^clock until 4 o'clock, and from half-past 7 o'clock, until 10 o'clock, P. M., and to devote himself to 
the instruction of the dissecting Students. The Students, on the payment of the fee for the dissecting 
ticket, (five dollars) will be entitled to all privileges of the dissecting-room, and will likewise be 
furnished with soap and towels for washing. No extra charges will be made them on any account 
whatever, except lor their subjects, and the injection of subjects, and it shall be always optional with 
the students, to have them injected or not. 

Regulations for ^hb Terms of Lectures, &c.— Requisites for Graouation. — ^Tbe Lectures 
commence, on Monday, the l8th of October, and are continued until the last day of Februarv following^ 

The Examinations for f)egrees will commence about the first of March, and will be continued dally, 
until the candidates shall have been examined. 

The following are the requisitions for the Diploina. 

1st. The Candidate must be 21 years of age. 

2nd. He must have attended two Courses of Medical Lectures; one of which must be delivered In 
the Medical Department of the University of New York. 

3rd. The Candidate must have studied Medicine for three years, (the terms of attending Lectures 
being included in these,) under the direction of a respectable Medical Practitioner. 

4ih. lie must write a Medical Thesis, either in the Suglish, Latin, or French language. 

Two Commencements take place' annually in the' University, at either of which Candidates who have 
complied with the above requisitions may graduate. 

The first takes place early in the month of March, and the other about the middle of the month of 
July. The great body of the Candidates will, no doubt, graduate at the Spring Commencbmbmt ; but 
those who wish to postpone it will have the opportunity of coming forward in July. 

The Examinations for degrees are conducted in private by the Professors individually. 

Fees for the Winter' Course : - - 

Full Course of Lectures, . ■ . . . -. . ^105 

Matriculation Fee, 5 

Practical Anatomy. . 5 

$115 
Students on arriving in town will ciU at the College in Fourteenth Street, between Irving Place and 
Third Avenue, and inquire for the Janitor, Mr. Polman, who will provide them with board ing-houaoa 
Letters may be addressed to Da. Draper, President of the Medical Faculty, University, New York 



Dr. SWETT ON DISEASES OF THE CHEST 



D. APPLETON & CO. 

WILL PUBLISH EA&LT IN PEBRUAETy 

A TRBATI8I (HV THE MSEAiBS OF Tfflt 0HE8T. 

BeiDg a Coanie of Lectnrea delivered at the New York Hospital, by John A. Swbtt, 
M. D., Physician to the New York Hospital, formerly President of the Now 
York Pathological Society. 1 vol. 8to., GCiO pages. 

The above Treatise is intended to embrace all the well established practical facts 
in relation to the important class of Diseases of which it treats. 

PiU7AT£ LTmG-IN ASYIM. 

RMommended by the most diitln^uished of the Profession in this city. (See Grcutar at 
oMe§.) Applications fur admission personally, or by letter, may be made to James Kennedy, 
H. D., 186 Duane Park. 

CHLOROFORM. 

PURE. 

Mnch of the Chloroform of commerce beiog very impare, and its use htufmg'm 
some cases been attended with unpleasant consequences, we have been repeatedly 
urged to make some, at our Ijaboratory, of a quality superior to that generally for 
sale in this market. We would therefore inform the Medical Profession, that we have 
prepared an article, the purity of which can be implicitly relied on. 

NITEATE OF SILVER 

Can also be obtained from us perfectly pure, either in sticks or crystals, manufactur- 
ed at our Laboratory. 

Our Morphine having acquired a reputation superior to any other, those who have 
occasion to use the article, will be satisfied of its excellence by giving it a trial. 

WE ALSO PREPARE 

THE SYRUP OF IODIDE OF IRON, 

J^fow so highly esteemed as a remedy in Scrofulous complaints. These articles (which 
it is of the greatest consequence to physicians to have of reliable quality) are, with ear 
other preparatioDs, offered to the notice of those desiring 

Pure Drugs and Chemicals, and Superior EztractSi 

By PHILIP BOHIEPFBLIN, HAINES & 00., 
DRUGGISTS AND MANUFACTURING CHEMISTS, 

107 ITATBR STBBBT, NEW YORK. 



ANATOMICAL D E A TJ GHTS M A N , 

58 I<IftPBIVARl> SVRBBT, (Near Broadway.) 

Lithogfraphy, Wood EngraTing, and Medical Print Coloring attended'to. 

Lessons given in Anatomical Drawing. 



MANUFACTUKER OF 

SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS, 

193 Broadway, comer of Pey Street* 



NEW-YORK. 



SPECTACLES-EYE SIGHT. 

OFFIOB 52 BOWBBT^ 

Three Doors from the Theatre, New -York. 

E. SKOTT FRANKS, SPECTACLE MAKER, 

All Spectacles purchased from E. S. FRANKS will be exchanged free of cost, if not 
Consoltitig and Practical Optician, Pablio Lecturer on the Anatomical Form and 

Physiology of the Human Eye, and on the ^ood and bad effects of Spectacles, 
satisfactory. He also repairs and fits glasses into parties' own frames, and always 
adjusts his Spectacles to the Eye on the most approved principles that have been dts- 
covered in modern science. 

OFFICE 52 BOWERY, three doors from the Theatre, New-York. 
E. S. FRANKS, has the pleasure of referring to the Surgeons of the N. Y. Eye 
Infirmary, and other distinguished medical gentlemen of this city, from whom he 
has received testimonials. 



SANDERSON'S NEW TRUSS. 

The action of this instrument is derived from a fixture in the centre, which re- 
verses the pressure obtained from the ordinary Truss, and directs it to the several m- 
dications of the disease. The canal, through which the hernia protrudes, being two 
and a half inches in length, diverging through a series of ligaments, from the interior 
of the abdomen towards the centre, where it comes out externally, it follows that the 
compression must be directed to the entire length, or otherwise the difficulty is in- 
creased. This instrument consequently throws the pressure first upon the external 
opening, and as the draft is made upon the lovers, which are bent to the shape of 
the body, it is extended along the canal until the internal opening is closed against 
further protrusion. Then by fastening the back strap, the viscera are held in the 
cavity until the natural contractions effect the cure. For sale, wholesale and re- 
tail, at the 

HOOD^S TRUSS OFFICE, 

NO. 3 BARCLAY-STREET, NEW-YORK. 

TbeNsw-YoBK Medical Times will be pabltshed on the Ist of every month. Commnnlca 
ttons may be addressed to the Editor, No. ^ Amity street. Terms, f 3 per amium, payable In 
sdvance. 



Terms of Advertisiiig in the New-York Medictl Times. 

One Page, 94 00 I Each additional insertion, . . 91 50 

Each additional insertion, . . 2 00 One-founhofaPage, . . .150 
One half of a Page, . 2 50 j Each additional insertion, . . 100 

Medical College Notices, occupying one page, two months, or two insertions, 910. Half page 
two months $5. 

All Advertiaemenu for less than three months must be prepaid. 



TO THE 
MEDICAL PROFESSION AND DEALERS IN MEDICINE. 



VouR earnest attention is requested to a branch of business intimat^y oon- 
nected with success in the treatment of disease. It is well known among dealers^ 
and yet not generally known by the profession and the public, that pure and 
genuine medicines, particulary pure powdered drugs, from the first quality f 
gums and roots, are scarcely procurable in this country, and, therefore, phy- 
sicians often prescribe medicines to meet certain indicaticms in the disease of 
the patient, without obtaining the desired and expected beneficial resulfe. To 
enumerate the articles of adulterated medicines that are daily sold in market, 
would be to name almost the entire list of the materia medioa. From the finer 
and more important chemicals and pharmacenttoal preparatitms, such as Mor- 
phine, Quinine, Hydriodate Potass, Calomel, Blue Pill, &c., &c., down to the 
most common, and those of daily use, such as Cream Tartar, Rhubarb, Saper 
Carb., Soda, &c., the adulterations are so adroitly made, that even the closest 
inspection, without analyzation, will not detect them. Quinine is often found 
largely adulterated (in some instances more than half) with Mannite and 
other substances. Blue mass and Calomel have been found much more than 
half adulteration. A gentleman, at one time connected with an extensiye 
manufacturing establishment, informed us that, just before he left England* 
the factory turned out more than four thousand pounds of Blue KU, contain- 
ing Barytes, instead of Mercury ; and it was all destined for the American 
market. 

It seems to be somewhat difficult to determine where the blame rests for 
this state of things. An importing house, well known in this city, was accused, 
not long since, of selling impure drugs, and replying to the charge, through 
the New- York Express newspaper, they say : 

The pretence that druggists who buy inedicinea of wholesale and commission merchants, to 
dispense them or sell them at retail, are imposed upon or misled in the purchase of inferior arti- 
cles, is too unfounded to deserve any other answer than oan be gathered from the very article in 
question. The price is an infallible test of the purity of all Medicines. Our customers require, 
and we consequently import and sell to them, Blue mass at f 1 20 per pound, and a common arti- 
cle at 75 or 80 cents. -, ai. 

We always keep and furnish the best drugs to those that will buy them. For those that require 
an inferior article, we keep an inferior article, which we sell for, and they buy as inforior, and at 
a leiss price. 

From this it would seem that th« obief difficulty was the unwillingness of 
buyers to pay the price of good drugs. Buyers, in their turn, allege that the 
consumer, the physician, and the apothecary wfll not pay for pure drugs, and 
^ill buy where cheapness^ not quality, is the standard. 

While we are not able to say where the blame lies, one thing we have de- 
termined on, and that is, that it shall not be upon us. 

The importance of pure chemicals is felt by every practitioner, and yet 
they are scarcely to be obtained in any part of the country, as they are 
KK9laded by the low price of the ordinary article. Indeed^ several chemi- 
lalB, of ^eat value in the treatment of disease, have almost fallen into 
lisuse, from the simple fact of their known impurity as furnished to the pro. 
iMBon. 

Knowing this matter to be worthy the first and earnest consideration oif the 
practitioner, we would respectfully ask attention to the accompanying 



CIRCULAR. 

The recent law of CongresB, in relation to adulterated Drugs, gives us the 
opportanity of bringing more generally to the favorable notice of Physicians 
and Apotheoaries, our preparation of superior medicines, known as 

•'PHILIP SCHIEFFELIN & CO.'S EXTRA MEDICINES." 

Our establishment having been in operation in this city for more than 
ilALr A csnTURT, givos US the benefit of long experience in determining the 
qualities of articles, and understanding the wants of those who wish to dis- 
pense medicines of uniform strength. We wish to call particular attention 
to our Extra Powders, which are pulverized from selected roots and gams of 
the very best quality, and, when necessary, every piece is broken and ex- 
amined undw our own immediate supervision, and consequently possess a 
purity hitherto unknown in this country, and a uniformity of action apon 
which the physician may rely with perfect confidence. 

Powdered Jalap, (which is so frequently found adulterated or utterly 
worthless,) when prepared by us is from the roots of the true Mexican Jalap 
and not from the spurious and inert roots and tops of the plant, which has 
been so commonly sold of late in our principal sea-ports. Our powdered 
Ipecac, extra, also, will be found much superior to the usual article of com- 
merce, being made from the true Brazilian Ipecacuanha, and consisting solely 
of the active outer coating of the root, carefully separated from the ligneous 
parts, and from all other inert matters. In pulverizing Colocynth, extra, we 
retain only the active pulp of the apple, rejecting the seeds, which latter con- 
stitute the principal part of the weight of the fruit, and are nearly inert. 
Powdered Rhubarb, extra, we prepare from the best East India Rhubarb, 
which id culled over vnth great care, every root being broken to detect any 
unsoundness. The powdered Resin Guaiac, extra, is the pure Resin collected 
in tears, entirely free from the dross and dirt usual to the ordinary Guaiac of 
commerce. 

The Scammony, also, is powdered from an article differing in appearance, 
and very much superior to what is usually sold for Aleppo Scammony. Blue 
Pill, bearing our label, will always contain one-third part of Mercury, and our 
Hydro-sublimed Calomel will be found to be of superior and regular quality. 

Care is taken to have these " Extra Medicines^' not only pure, but of the best 
quality procurable. When required, any of these articles can be obtained of 
us in their original state, as some may desire a superior article to use unpow- 
dered. Tke life of the patient, as well as the muess and reputation of the 
physician and apothecary, depends so much upon the prompt action of the me- 
dicines used in sickness, that we feel every confidence that any ^ort to fur. 
nish them with pure and superior drugs will be fully appreciated. To 
preserve the preparations from being injured by the air and moistare, they 
are generally put up in bottles and jars, containing one pound each, tatd also 
in five and ten pound canisters. They should be kept as ma(^ as possible 
from the light. 

It will be observed that the prices of these superior articles are aeoeHfffily 
higher than those of the erdinary kind, and physicians and mezebants at a 



distance, when they wish this quality tent them, are partioolarly requested to 
write for the " Extra Medicinks"^ of 

Philip SchieflEbliii, Hainei ft Co., 

Druggists and Chemists, New- York. 

In wrder further to insure the purity of our Powders, we have everything pul 
verized under our own inspection, and on our own premises. 

EXTRA POWDERS. 

Pair. XUcAmpuM, 
" Ergot, 

« " lot.riaX», 
" Ixt.Coloc7nth,CM., 
Licorice, Calab, 



Aromatic Powder, 17. S. P. 
Pulv. African Pepper, 

»* Alum, 

" Allspice, 

" Aloes, Gape, 

" " Socot, 

'* Assatetida, 

" Antimony, Ref.BlkJSulph. 

** Angostura Bark, 

'' Aniseeds, 

" BaTberrjr Bark, 

" Belladonna, 

" Blood Root, 

" Bitter Boot, 

" Black Root, 

*^ Borax, 

" Bnchu, 

" Carawar Seeds, 

<* Oantharides, 

'< Canella Alba, 

" Cardamon, (Seeds onlr.) 

*( Oicuta, 

« Cranesbill, 

« ClOTOS, 

" Cinnamon, ordinary. 
« « Cejlon, 

" Cohosh, Black, 

" Columbo, 

" Golchicom Boot, 
** '* Seed 

" Colocynth Pulp,' 

*• Cubebs, 

« DigitaliSj 



Poenugrek Seed, 

Qent{«n Root, 

Ginger, Jamaica, 

Golden Seal, 

Goaiac Resin, from Tears, 

Gum Arabic, Turkey, 

Gamboge, 



Myrrh, 
Tragaeanth, 
Hellebc ~ 



Hellebore, White, 
Hyosciamus, 

Ipecac, without the woody 
[centre. 
Ipecac and Opium, (Do- 
(yer's Powders, 
Jalap, 
Kino, True, 
Lobelia, 
" Seeds, 

Marsh Rosemary, 

Mace, 

Mezereon, 

Nnx Vomica, 

Nitrate Potass, Pure, 

Nutmegs, 

Nntgalls, 

Bottles and Cans at Cost. 

'When pat up in i and i lb. Bottlea, at 10 cents per pound advanca 



Pnlr. Opium, Turkey, 
" Orange Peel, 
jR< ' 



Orris Root, ' 
Pepper, Cayenne, Amer. 
Pepper, Black, 
Perurian Bark, Loza, 
" « Red, 

Calisaya, 



Prickly Ash Bark, 
Pink Root, 
Pleurisy Root, 
Rhubarb, Turkey, 

Rhatany Root, 

Sarsaparilla, Para^ 

Sage, 

Summer Sayory, 

Sweet Marjoram, 

Sabina, 

Senna, Alex. 



Seneka Root, 
Scammony, Aleppo, No. 1, 
« Virgin, 

♦' '^los.yials, 

Snakeroot, Virginia, 
Squills, 

Sulphate Copper, 

'^ Iroa, 

" Potass, 

TJya Ursi, 

Valerian, English, 

Jte., 4e. 



As many of the Gams, &c., are of unusual purity, for instance Goaiao, 
Aloes, Assafoetida, &c., &c., they are very liable to ran together and become 
solid. Even the ordinary common gams of commerce are so apt to run toge- 
ther that Drug-grinders usually grind with them some woody substance, such 
as Licorice-root, Gentian-root, &c., &c. Some roots that are rich in resin, such 
as Rhubarb, Jalap, &c., &c., are also apt to agglomerate. The Extra Pow- 
ders being perfectly pure, and free from all foreign substances, are therefore 
more liable to become solid than the common qualities, but where they do soi 
we will replace them with others that are freshly powdered. 
Fore Chemicals, Prepared at our Laboratory* 



Antimony Tartrate, Crystals, 

" »' Puly. 

Ammonia, Aqua, 

" Liquor Port, 

Ammoniated Alcohol, 

" " Aromatic, 

ArgMit NitraS; 

« CrystaU. 
Lunar Caustic, Nos 1, ^, 3, 
Verri Carb. Precipitated, 
" " *' Pure, 

« Sulphas, Pure, 
« ^' Exsiccat, 

Iodide, Arsenic, 



Iodide, Lead, 

« " Crystals, 

« Iron, 

« « Pure, 

Mercury, Bin Iodide, 

« " « Crystals, 

« « Protoiodide, 

Morphine, Sulphate, 

*^ Acetate, 
GranyUle's Lotion, 
Oil Copaiya, 
Oil Cubebs, 
Collodion, 1 os. yials, 
Predpated Chalk, 



Prussie Acid, 

Potassa Nitras, PuM, 

Spirits Ni ri Dnlc, 

Syrup Iodide Iron, 

Sttlphuret Potassa, 

Vallet'e Ferruginous Mas*, 

Zinci Acetas, 

Zinci Sulphas, 

Zinci Chloride, 

Chloride Soda, de Labarraque, 

Confection Roses, 

Confection Senna, 

Blue Pill, Mass, 

Ung Mercurial, 



We are also manafactoring Inspissated and Hydro Alcoholic Extracts, to 
correspond with our other goods, and in purity and efficacy not eqnalled by 
any offered in this or any other market. 



TheHydto Mooholio Eztnett am pvopued bj steam process, and in a raca- 
am, in snoh a manner that the yalnable properties of the plant are preserved 
oniDJared, and at the same ^me a consistence, color, and taste are obtained, 
which are not found in the vegetable extracts now in common nse, and which 
are sufficient evidence of their superiority. Among them are 



Ext. of Belladonna, 
*• " Butternut, 
" '* Buchu, 
" " Bloodroot, 
" '* Coniam, . 
" " " 8eod>, 
" » " G«rman, 
" " Obunomile, 
" <* Golocjnth, Ordinary, 

Oolocynth, Opt. 

-^ ' '• ,Alco' 



Ext. of Dandelion, Inspissated, 

" Digitalis, 

*' Gentian, Opt., 
•* " Ordinary 

" Hyosciamus, 

" Hops, 

" Jalap, 

" Ifupuline, 

" Nux Vomica, 

" Pinkroot, 

" Qua.ssia, 



Ext. of BhuTwrb, 

*' Sarsaparilla, SimpUx, 
" " Compound, 

" Para " Alcoholic, 
« Hon., « Alcobolie, 
** Stramoniam, 

Seeds, 
" EnffliAh Yalftriaii, 
" Dutch, « 



"■ " Dandelion, Alcoholic, 

It is a well-established fact, that many plants which in their native condi- 
tions are possessed of very active medicinal properties^ by ctdtivation lose 
their peculiar characteristics, and become nearly inert. Some vegetables 
which belong to poisonous families of plants by cultivation are made innocu* 
ous, and are freely eaten as food, as the Potato, Parsnep, Celery, &c., &c. 

To ensure to our extracts, such as Hyosciamus, Belladonna, Cicuta, ^c, all the 
active therapeutical ejffects which they should possess, we take pains to procure 
the herbs from which they are prepared from places where they are indigenous ' 
to the soil : viz., from Germany, France, England, India, &c., &c. : and they 
are consequently much superior to extracts made from the cultivated plants 
of American growth. 

These extracts, together with our Pare Chemicals and Extra Powders, so 
favorably known throughout the Southern and Western States, have received 
the unqualified approbation of various Medical Associations, and of Physi- 
cians and Apothecaries wherever known. Their superior efficacy in all pre- 
scriptions will be at once apparent to every one who reflects upon the difficulty 
oftentimes experienced in the administration of the common drugs of com- 
merce, and the loss of life consequent upon the use oi inert remedies. 

n^ The great and increasing demand for Cod liver Oil, and the difficulty 

of procuring the oil in its pure state, and such as we can guiirantee to our 

customers, has induced us to send an agent to the fisheries, for the purpose of 

having the best article that can be offered in market. This article will also 

bear our label when put up in bottles, and be warranted pure, when ordered 
in bulk. 

The value of this oil, as a remedial agent in scrofulous affections and pulmo- 
nary diseases, is no longer a question — the daily experience of medical men, in 
its administration, only adds to its reputation. In this, as in all articles upcm 
which we place the guarantee of our name, we wish to be understood as 
offering, to the purchaser and consumer of medicine, the best of its kind that 
the market can afford. 

TO DRUGGISTS. — In addition to the Extra Medicines, we also keep a 

LARGE and WELL-ASftORTED STOCK OF THE ORDINARY DrUGS AND MeDICIMES 
of commerce, CAREFULLY SELECTED, AND THE BEST THAT CAN fi£ PROCURfiD. 

OcjR Essential Oils and other Liquids we obtain from the most reuabuc 

SOURCES, AND ARE SUBMITTED TO EVERY KNOWN TEST FOR IMPURITIES ; AND WK 
AVOID PURCHASING ANY KIND OF DrUGS IN THE POWDERED STATS. 

Our ARRANGEMENTS AND FACILITIES ARE SUCH THAT WE CAN OFFER INDUCJB- 
MENTS TO DEALERS WHICH MUST INFLUENCE AJ.L WHO NOT ONLY LIKE TO HATB 
A FAIR EQUIVALENT FOR THEIR MONEY, BUT AT THE SAME TIME TO HAVE GOODS 

THAT are what they purport to be, and such as will bear the strictest 

EXAMINATION AND ANALYSIS 



PUBE MEDICINAL EXTRACTS. 

WE WOULD CALL THE ATTENTION OF PHTSICUN8, APOTHECARIES AND 
DRUGGISTS, to our list of PURE EXTRACTS and annexed tettimooiale. 

TILDEN & Co., 98 Johu street, New York. 
Inspissated Alcoholic and Hjrdro-Alcotaolic Extracts. 

Aconite. Dicitalit. Malerern. 
Butternut. Dulcamara. Mullein. 
Belladonna. Dock, yellow. Oak, white. 
Bitter Root. Qarf ei, or Poke. *' black. 
Bonetet. Gentian. •« red. 
Bardock. Hyoscyamui. Poppy. 
Blood Roou Hardback. PrluGeis Pine. 
Blue F)ar. Hops. Rue- 
Boxwood. Hellebore, black. Sarin. 
Couium. " white. Sarsaparilla. AmericaQ. 
Chamomile. Harehound. ** Rio Negro. 
Cohosh, black. Indian Hemp. " Compound. 

" blue. Lettuce, Garden. Thornappie. 

Clover. " Wild. Wormwood. 

Cow parsnip. Lobelia. 

Dandelion. Mandrake. 

" Medical Society of the Stale of New York. 
*' Resolved, That this Society having seen and examined, and sereral of them having used 
the ▼nriona Vegetable Extracts, made by Messrs. Tilden & Co., of New Lebanon, New- York, 
and being satisjSed of the valuable character of these preparations, hereby recommend them to 
the members of the profession generally. 

" Albany, February 6th, 1850. « P. VAN BUREN, Secretary " 

We have liberal testimonals from several State and county locations. 



Berkshire Medical Institute, ) 
Pi«a>M, Feb. 7, 1851. 5 
I have tmce visited the establishment of the M>)ssrs. Tilden, at New Lebanon, N. Y., com- 
pri'ting their Butanic Gardens, Steam Mills, and iilxtract Works, and through the politeness of 
the proprietors examined the raw material, the several processes by whicb the medicinal ex- 
tracts are prepared, and a large number of the extracts themselves. Some of these 1 have 
used in my practice during the past year. I tike great pleasure in certifying that in my opin- 
ion the establishment supplies a long-felt want in the profession —efficient and reliable extracts 
— and I do most cheerfully recommend their trial to physicians. 

H. H. CHILDS, 
President of Berkshire Medical College. 



BowDoiN College, ) 
Brunstoick, Me., March 4, 1851. \ 

Messrs. Tilden & Co., 

Ge7it2efn67i .-—Having visited your manufastory of medicinal extracts, in New Lebanon, and 
inspected the various processes employed, I feel it my duty to state that they are admirably 
adapted to the end proposed, viz : to procure extracts which shall contain all the active prin- 
ciples of the plant from whence they are derived, possess efficiency and uniformity of strength, 
and which shall not be injured by keeping, by climate, change of temperature, &c. Your Ex- 
tract of Conium, prepared by steam in vacuo^ and from which the albumen and chlorophyle 
have been sepirated, appears to me to i>e the ne plus ultra of extracts, and the same may be 
said indeed of all the others. You have successfully brought all the prmciples of pharmaceutic 
science to bear upon your various processes, and although experience may possibly suggest 
some improvements, yet I candidly acknowledge that at present 1 And nothing to suggest, no- 
thing to find fault with. That you may be rewarded for your enterprise and skill is the sincere 
wish of Your humble servant, 

CHA8. A. LEE, 
Prof, of Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 

For further communications we would refer to our general circular. 

For a particular notice and analysis of our Extract of Conium we would refer to the Phila- 
delphia Journal of Pharmacy of October, 1850, and April, 1851. 

JTood Sf Bache's Dispensatory, edUion 1851. Drs W. <V B. say of Extract of Conium ;— " That 
imported from London has usually been considered best; but we have seen and tried the Ex- 
tract prepared by the Messrs. TUdeii if Co., of New-York, by evaporation in vacuo at a low heat, 
and have found it superior to any that we had previously employed." For further notire, *«« 
pages 968 and 980. 
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OF 

PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS 

OF THE 

trmVEESITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YOEK. 



The Forty- Sixth Session of the College will be commenced oa Mon- 
day, 11th of October, 1852, and continued until March lOth, 1853 
(commencement day), 

AXEXAKDER H. STEVENS, M. D., LL. D., 

Preaident of the College and Emeritus Professor of Clinical Surgery, 

J03EPH M. SMITH, M. D., 

Professor of iht Theory and Practice of Medicine and Clinical Medicine, 

JOHN TORBET, H. D., LL. D., 

Ptfjfesior of Botany and Chemistry, 

aOBEBT WATTS, H. D., 

Professor of Anatomy. 

WnXASD PABKEB, K. D., 

Prufessar of the Principles and Practice of Surgery, 

CHANDLEB K. GILKAN, H. D., 

Prafttior of ObiUtrict and the Diaeanet of Women and Children. 

ALONZO CLABE, M. D., 

Profe*ftor of Physiology and Pathology, {including Microtcopy.) 

ELISHA BABTLETT, M. D., 

Profettar nf Materia Medica and Medical Jurisprudence. 

CHARLES £ ISAACS, H. D., 

Demonstrator of Anatomy, 



Matriculation Fee, $5; Fees for the full Course of Lectures, $105 ; 
Demonstrator's Ticket, $5 ; Graduation Fee, $25 ; Board, average $3 
per week. 

Clinical fnsti'uction \a given at the New York Hospital daily, by the 
Medical Officers, ( Professor Smith being one of them,) fee $8 per annum ; 
at the Bellevuc Hospital twice a week, without fee, (Professors Parker 
and Clark belonging to the Medical Staff ;) at the Eye Infirmary, with- 
out fee; and upwards of 1000 patients are annually exhibited to the 
class in the College Clinique. Obstetrical cases and subjects for dissec- 
tion are abundantly furnished through the respective departments. 

The Annual Commencement is held at the close of the Session ; there 
is also a Semi-annual Examination ou the Second Tuesday of September. 
The pre- requisites for Graduation are— 21 years of age, three years of 
Study, including two full Courses of Lectures, the last of which must 
hnve been attended in this College, and the presentation of tL Thesis on 
some subject connected with Medical Science. 

In addition to the regular Course, and not interfering with it, a Course 
of Lectures will be coranienced on Monday, 27th September, and con- 
tinued until the 11th October. 

This Course will ha free, 

R. WATTS, M. D., Secretary to the Faculty. 

College of Physii:ietns tznd Surgeons, ) 
67 Crosby Street, Aew York* J 
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VinVESSITT OF HEW TOSK, MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. 

SESSION OF 185 2—6 3. 

FACULTT OF MEDICINE. 

Valkntine Mott« M. D., Lti. D., Emeritus Professor of Sargery and Surgical Anatomy, and Ex- 
President of the Faculty. 

Martyn Painc, M. D.i Professor of Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 

Gunning 8. Bedford, M. D., Professor of Obstetrics, the Diseases of Women and CSiildren, and 
Clinical Midwifery. 

John W. Draper, M. D., Professor of Chemistry and Physiologv. 

Alfred C. Post, M. D., Professor of the Principles and Operations of Surgery, with Surgical and 
Pathological Anatomy. 

Meredith (7lymeb, M.D., Professor of the Institutes and Practice of Medicine. 

William H. Van Buren, M. D., Professor of General and Dedcriptlve Anatomy. 

William Darling, M. D., Demonstrator of Anatomy. 

George A. Peters. M. D., Prosector to the Professor of Sui^ery. 

Alex. B. Mott, M. D., Prosector to the Emeritus Professor of Surgery. 

JOHN W. DRAPER, M. D., President of the Faculty. 

Course or Instruction. The Courses of Lectures given will be on Anatomy, General, Descriptive, 
Surgical and Pathoiogicai ; Sursery ; Materia Medica ; Therapeutics ; Institutes and prttctice of Medi- 
cine ; Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Children ; Chemistry and Physioi(»gy. These courses are 
arranged in such a way that six lectures a day are given, except when cliniques intervene. The 
cliniques are : 

1. An Obstetric Clinique every Monday, from 2 1-2 to 4 1-2 o'clock, P. M. This cHnlqae was 
first established by Professor Bedford, in October, iSqU, and from that time it has met with constantly 
increasing success. More than 1700 cases of the most interestini< diseases of women and children have 
been presented at it. So great are the facilities of the City of New Yoric In this respect, that It may be 
truly said, that nowhere else do such opportunities exist for the study of this department. 

2. A Surgical Clinique every Tuesday, from 2 1-2 to 4 1-2 o'clock, P. M., under the charge of 
Profei^sor Mott. All surgical operations which may be necessary, are performed in presence of the 
Students. The senior Students have the privilege of attending the Patients at their houses, under the 
direction of the Professor. 

3. A Medical Clinique every Wednesday, from 2 1-2 to 4 1-2 P. M., under the charge of Professor 
Clymer. In this Clinique every variety of disease will be brought before the Cla«s, and special atten- 
tion will be given to maladies of the chest, auscultation, percussion. &c. The Patients will be given in 
charge of the senior Students, to be attended under the direction of the ProfeS'«or. 

4. A Surgical Clinique every Saturday, from lU to 12 o'clock, under the charge of Professor Post. 
This is conducted in the same manner and upon the same principle as the Tuesday Clinique. 

Practical Anatomy. The Session during which the dissecting-room will i>e open for Students, 
will occupy Ave months, commencing the first day of t October, and terniinuting on the first day of March 
followm'i<. During the month of October, the room wilt be open from 8 o'clock, A. M., till 5 o^clock, 
P. M., and it will be the duty of the Ddrnonstrator to attend there reirularly during that month, from 10 
o^clock, A. M., till 1 o'clock, P. M., a id to devote himself assiduou^>ly to the instruction of the pupils 
in the art of dissecting, and in the acquisition of anatomical knowledge. During the mcmlhs of No- 
vember, December, January and February, the dissectin'i^-room will be open tVom 8 o'clock, A. M.^ till 
10 o'clock, P.M.; and it will be the duty of the DemoiittMU)r to be in attendance from half-past 2 . 
o'clock until 4 o'clock, and from half-post 7 o'clock, until H» o'clock, P. M., and to devote himself to 
the instr'iction of the di-is^ctin^ Stud'ints. The Students, on the payment of the fee for the dissecting 
ticket, (five dollars) will be entitled to all privileges of the disiitecting-room, and will likewise be 
furnished with soap and towels for wa.<)hing. No exira charges will be made them on any account 
whatever, except for their subjects and the injection of subjects, and It shall be always optional with 
the student?, to have them Injec ed or not. 

Regulations for the Terms of Lbcturbs, &c.— Requisites for Graduation.— The Lectures 
commence on Monday, the 18ih of October, and are continued until the hist day of Februarv following. 

The examinations for Des^rees will commence about the first of March, and will be continued daily, 
until the candidates shall have been examined. 

The following are the requisitions for the Diploma. 

1st. The Candidate must be 2 1 years of su^e. 

2nd. He must have attended two Courses of Medical Lectures; one of which must be delivered in 
the Medic il Department of the University of New York. 

3rdv The Candidate must have studied Medicine for three years*, (the terms of attending Lectures 
being included in these,) under the direction of a respect ibie Medical Practitioner. 

4ih. He must write a Medical Thesis, either in the Engiiith, Latin, or French language. 

Two Commencements take place annu illy in the University, at either of which Candidates who have 
complied with the above requisitions may gnidu tte. 

Tne first talces place early in the month ot March, and the other about the middle of the month of 
July. The ure-it body of the Candidates will, no doubt, graduate at the Spring Commencement ; but 
those who wish to postpone it will have the opportunity of coming forward in Juiv. 

The Examinations for deurrees are conducted in private by the Professors individually. 

Fees for the Winter Course: 

Full Course of Lectures, $105 

Matricul ttiou Fee, 5 

Practical Anatomy 5 

S115 
Students on arrivins: In town will ciU at the College in Fourteenth Street, between Irving Place and 
Third Avenue, and inquire for the Janitor, Mr. Polman, who will provide them with boarding-houses. 
Letters may be addressed to Da. Draper, President of the Medical Faculty, University, New Vorfc 
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SPECTACLES-EYE SIGHT. 

OFFIOB aa BOWBST, 

Three I>oof« firem the Theatre, New-Tork. 

E. SKOTT FRANKS, SPECTACLE MAKEE, 

All Spectacles purchaeecl fhim B. S. FRANKS will be ezehtnged free of coet, if not 
ConsultiD|r and Plradtlcal Optician, Fublio Lectarer on the Anatomical Form and 

Physiologry of the Human Eye, and oo the grood and bad effects of Spectacles. 
satisfactory. He also repairs and ^ts glasses into parties* own frames, and always 
adjusts his Spectacles to the Eye on the moit approved pritteiplee that hare been die- 
covered in modern science. 

OFFICE 53 BOWERY, three doors from the Theatre, New- York. 
E. S. FRANKS, has the pleasure of referring to the Surgeons of the N. T. Eye 
Infirmary, and other distinguished medical gentlemen of this city, from whom he 
has received testJmonislB. 



SANDERSON'S NEW TRUSS. 

The action of this instrument is derived from a fixture in the centre, which re- 
verses the pressure obtained from the ordinary Tmss, and directi H to the several m- 
dicatibns of the disease. The canal, through which the hernia protmdee, being t«ro 
and a half inches in length, diverging thronfh a series of ligamenti, from the interior 
of the abdomen towards the centre, where it comes out externally, it follows that the 
compression must be directed to the ehlire leii^, or otherwise the difficulty is in- 
creased. This instrument consequently throws the pressure first upon the external 
opening, and as the draft is made upon the levers, which are bent to the shape of 
the body, it is extended along the canal until the internal opening is cloaed aganst 
further protrusion. Then by fastening the back strap, the viscera are held in the 
cavity natil the natural contractions efiect the cure. For sale, wholesale and re- 
tail, at the 

■ OOD^S TtlVliS OFFICE, 

NO. 8 BAROLAY-STREET, NEW-YORK. 

The Niw-ToiK Mkdical Tnris will be nublifthed en the 1st of eve^ month. Oommanica 
tloBs may be sddfsiisd to the Editor, Mo. ^ Amity street. Terms, fS per sannm, psyable in 
sdvsnoe. 



"Tmm H JMyertlilig tai tti« KewpTork KmUoI Tims. 

OnePsge, 94 00 1 Esch addrilonal Insertion; . f 1 50 

~ I additi ^ -. ■ - - . - -. 



JBsch additf onal iDsertioB, . SOD One-fomrlhofaPsge, . . .150 

One half of a Page, . . . S 90 1 Had) addltleaai inssMlea, . . 100 
Mediosl Osllige NoiMss, otoiipjimM oas pofe, two UMmthSi or two inssrtlons» tlOi Half page 
two months $5. 

All Advsrtisemsias f»r lew ths» three months mast be prepeld. 



Dr. SWETT OK DISEASES OF THE CHEST 



D. APPLETON & CO. 

WILL rOBLISB ZAItLT IN FEBRUAKT, 

ATBBATm owns mSEAilS OF m 0HB8T. 

Being a Coaiie of LoctnrM delivered at the New Yoric Hospital, by John A. Swbtt, 
M. D., Phyeieian to the New York Hospital, formerly President of the New 
York Pathological Society. 1 toI. 8vo., 600 pages. 

The abo?e Treate is intended to embraoe «U the well estiblished practical facts 
in relation to the importaot class of Diseases of which it treats. 

PRIVATE LTING-IN ASYLUM. 

IfcMOiBm«Dd«d by the most diitiafuUhed of the Profeision in this city. C8e$ Oreufar mt 

Appliemtiont for * • • ' - - 

8d Daane Park. 



oMet.) Ap^Uemtiont'for admiMiwi perMttiilly» or by l«tter, m^ b«BUkde to Jiune« Konoody, 



CHLOROFORM. 

pijRi:. 

Much of the Ghloroform of oommerce being very impure, and its use having in 
some cases been attended with unpleasant consequences, we Imve been repeatedly 
urged to make some, at our Laboratory, of a quality superior to that generally for 
sale in this market. We would therefore inform the Medical Profession, that we have 
prepared an article, the purity of which can be implicitly relied on. 

NITRATE OF SILVER 

Can also be obtained from us perfectly purb, either in sticks or crystals, manufactur- 
ed at our Laboratory. 

HE o & p B X ar B . 

Our Morphine having acquired a reputation superior to any other, those who have 
occasion to use the article, will be satisfied of its exoellence by giving it a trial. 

wB ALSO racrARB 

THE SYRUP OF IODIDE OF IRON, 

Now so highly etiteemed as a remedy in Scrofulous complaints. These articles ( which 
it is of the greatest consequence to physicians to have of reliable quality) are, with our 
other preparations, offered to the notice of those desiring 

Pure Drugs and Chemicals, and Superior Extracts, 

By PHILIP 8CHIEFFELIN, HAINES it 00., 
DRUGGISTS AND MAl^UFACTURING CHEMISTS, 

107 ITATBR STaiSBT^ NEW YORK, 



ANATOMICAL D E A IT G HTS M A N , 

M ]:*ISPBIVAB]» SVRKKT, (Ifemr Br«adwfty.) 

Lithography, Wood Engraving, and Medioal Print GokMring attended to. 

Lessons given in Anatomical Drawing. 



TO ¥H1 

MEDICAL PBOFESSION AND DEALERS IN MEDICINE. 



YouB eaiTiest attention is requested to abraneh of business intimately oon- 
neoted with suocess in the treatment of disease. It is well known among deeUerst 
and yet not generally known by the profesaon and the public, that pure and 
genuine medicines, particulary pure powdered drugs, from the first quality f 
gums and roots, are scarcely procurable in this country, and, therefore, phy- 
sicians often prescribe medicines to meet certain indications in the disease of 
the patient, without obtaining the desired and expected beneficial result. To 
enumerate the articles of adulterated medicines that are daily sold in market, 
would be to name almost the entire list of the materia medica. From the finer 
and more important chemicals and pharmaceutical preparations, such as Mor- 
phine, Quinine, Hydriodate Potass, Calomel, Blue Pill, &c., &c., down to the 
most common, and those of daily use, such as Cream Tartar, Hhubarb, Super 
Carb., Soda, &c., the adulterations are so adroitly made, that eyen the closest 
inspection, without analyzation, will not detect them. Quinine is often found 
largely adulterated (in some instances more than half) with Mannite and 
other substances. Blue mass and Calomel have been found much more than 
half adulteration. A gentleman, at one time connected with an extensiye 
manufacturing establishment, informed us that, just before he left England) 
the factory turned out more than four thousand pounds of Blue Pill, eontain- 
ing Bfirytes, instead of Mercury ; and it was all destined for the American 
market. 

It seems to be somewhat difficult to determine where the blame rests for 
this state of things. An importing house, well known m this city, was aeeusecit 
not long since, of selling impure drugs, and replying to 'the charge, through 
the New-York Express newspaper, they say : x 

The pretence that druggists who bay tnedieines of wholesale and commission merehanti, to 
dispense them or sell them at retail, ar« imposed upon or misled in the purchase of Inferior arti- 
cles, is too unfounded to deserve any other answer than can be gathered from the Tory article in 
question. The price is an infallible test of the purity of all Medicines. Our customers require, 
and we consequently impoi^t and sell to them, Blue mass at $1 20 per pound, and a eommon arti- 
cle at 75 or 80 cents. 

We al^ys keep and Itimish the best drags to these that will buy them. Vqv thoit that reqviie 
an inferior article, we keep an inferior article, which we sell for, and they buy as inferior, and at 
a less price. 

From this it would seem that the chief difficuliy was the unwiDingness ei 
buyers to pay the price of good drugs. Buyers, in their tum| allege that the 
eonsumer, the physician, and the apothecary will not pay for pure drags, and , 
will buy where cheapness^, not quality, is the standard. 

While we are not able to say where the blame lies^ one thing we hate de- 
termined on, and that is, that it shall not be upon us. 

The imporiaince of pure chemicals is felt by every pracMtioner, and yet 
they are seareely to be obtained in any part of the couiktry, as they are 
excluded by the low price of the ordinary article. Indeed, several ehemi* 
cals, <^ great tahie in the treatment of disease, have almost &Uen into 
disuse, from the simple £Ekct 'of their known impurity as famished to the pro. 
fesraoDu 

Knowing this matter to be worthy the first and earnest considerattoii of &e 
praotitiomer} we would respectiplly ask attention to tlie aecompaayiBf 



CIRCULAR. 

The recent law of Congress, in relation to adulterated Dmg^ ^ves «sthe 
opfknrtnnity of bringing more generally to the fayorable notiee of Physioians 
and Apotheearies, our preparation of superior medicines, known atf 

••PHILIP SCHIEFFELIN & CO/S EXTRA MEDICINES." 

Our establishment having been in operation in this city for mors than 
HALF A csNTUBY, gives US the benefit of long experience in determining the 
qualities of articles, and understanding the wants of those who wish to dis- 
pense medicines of uniform strength. We wish to call particular attention 
to our Extra Powders, which ar\d pulyerized from selected roots and gunis of 
the very best quality, and, when necessary, every piece is broken and ex- 
amined under our own immediate supervision, and consequently possess a 
purity hitherto unknown, in this country, and a i^iiformity of action upon 
which the physician may rely with perfect confidence. 

Powdered Jalap, (which is so frequently found adulterated or utterly 
worthless,) when prepared by us is from the roots of the ^ue Mexican Jalap 
and not from the spurious and inert roots and tops of the plant, which has 
l>een so commonly sold of late in our principal sea-ports. Our powdered 
Ipecac, extra, also, will be found much superior to the usual article of com ' 
merce, being made from the true Braailian Ipecacuanha, and consisting solely 
of the active outer coating of the root, carefully separated from the ligneous 
parts, and from all other inert matters. In pulverising Colocynth, extra, we 
retain only the active pul^ of the apple, rejecting the seeds, which latter con 
stitute the principal part of the weight of the fruit, and are nearly inert. 
Powdered Rhubarb, extra, we prepare from the 'best East India Rhubarb, 
which is culled over with great care,. every root being broken to detect any 
unsoundness. The powdered Resin Guaiac, extra, is the pure Resin collected 
in tt TS, entirely free from the dross and dirt usual to the ordinary Guaiac of 
oomni'^rce. 

The ScammoBy, also, is powdered from an artide differing in appearance, 
and very much superior to, what is usually sold for Aleppo Scammony. Blue 
Pill, bearing our label, will always contain one-third part of Mercury, and our 
Hydro-sublimed Calomel vrill be found to be of superior and regular quality. 

Care is taken to have these " Extra Medic^es" not only pure, but of the best 
quality procurable. When required, any of these articles can be obtained <^ 
^ us in their orii^al state, as some may desire a superior article to use unpow- 
dered. Th4 life of the patient, as well as the success and reputation of the 
j^ysician and apothecary^ depends so much upon the prompt action of the me- 
dicines used in sickness, that we feel every confidenoe that any effort to fur. 
nish them with pure and superior drugs will be fully appreciated. To 
preserve tiie preparations from being injured by the air and moisture, they 
axe generally put up in botties and jars, containing one pound each, and also 
in five and ten pound canisters. They should be kept as much as possible 
from the light. 

It will be observed that the prices of these superior articles are necessanly 
lufihertiian those of the ordinary kind, aad phynolww wi4 ^iwrohants at a 



diataBM, when thej wiih tliii q«ali^ §m% tlitai, mo ptrtlMlurly Mqneeted to 
write for the ^^ £xtka Mzdicines'' of 

Philip SohiefEbliB, Haines & Co., 

Dkugoists and Cbkmists, New- York. 

In order furthir to tfuure the purity of our Potoders, ite h^ve everything ful 
vertzed under our oum inepectiony and on our ovm premises. 

EXTRA POWDERS. 

PnlT. Bleounpane, 



Aromatio Powder, U. S. ^. 
PulT. Afriofta PepiMr, 

" Alum, 

** AUapice, 

«* Al»«8,Gftpe. 

" " Sooot, 

'' Anafotida, 

^ Antimonj, &«f.BlkJalpk. 

" Angostura Bark, 

<< AniModa, 

" Barberry Bark, 

" Belladonna, 

" Blood Root, 

«< Bitter Boot, 

" Black Boot, 

•* Borax, 

" Bttehu, 

" Oarawaj fleede, 

" Cantluuridea, 

" Oanella Alba, 

** Oacdamoa, (Seedi oalj,) 

" Gieata, 

** Graneibill, 

" OloTee, 

<( Oinnamon, erdinary, 

« « Ceylon, 

« Oohoih,BUcl^ 

" Oolnmbo, 

" Oolohionm Bo«t, 



Ooloeynth Pulp, 

GnbeM, 

DigitaUi, 



Bryot, 

*^ 1 o». Tiali, 
Xxt. Coloeynth, 0*d., 
'< Licorice, CaUl^ 
Pcanagrek Seed, . 
Gentian Boot, 
Oiacer, Jamaica, 
Ctolden Seal, 

Ouaiae Begin, from Teare, 
Oom Arabic, Turkey, 
Chonboge, 
Mastich, 
Myrrh, 
TrMacanth, 
Hellebore, White, 
Hyoseiamiu, 

Ipecac, without the woody 
[centre, 
Ipecac and Opium, (Do- 
(Tore Poiwders, 
Jalap, 
Kino, True, 
Lobelia, 



Pulv. Opium, Turkey, 

" Orange Peel, 

" Orrie Boot, 

" Pepper, Cayenne, Amer. 

" Pepper, Black, 

" PerfiTian Bark, Loxa, 

** « « Red, 

* « « Caliiaya, 

Prickly Ash Bark, 

-^ Pink Root, 

" Pleurisy Boot, 

" Rhubarb, Turkey, 

« « B. India, 

** Rhatany Root, 

" Sarsaparilla, Para, 

" Summer Savory, 

" Sweet Maijeram, 

" Sabina, 

" Senna, Alex. 

" Seneka Root. 

'< Scammony, Aleppo, No. 1, 

« « Virgin, 

'« *^lo«.Yial«, 

" Snakeroot, YirgiaJa, 

« Squills, 

** Sulphate Copper, 

« « PotaM,°* 

« Uya Vrai, 

** Valerian, Bngllsh, e 
&e., &c. 



Mandrake, 

Marsh Roiemaiy, 

Mace, 

Mesereoa, 

Nux Vomica, 

Nitrate Potaee, Pnrej 

Nutmegs, 

Nutgallj, 

BotUes and Cane at Coat. 

"Wlieii put up in I and jt lb. Bottiea,^ at 10 cents per pound advance. 

As many of the Gams, &c., are of unusual purity^ for ihsti^aoe Guaiac, 
Aloee, A.i8af(»tida, &c., &c., tiiey are very liable to run together and become 
solid. Even the ordinary common gums of commerce are so apt to run toge- 
ther that Drug-grinders usually grind with them some woody substance, such 
80 licorioe-root^ Gentian-root, &o., &o. Some roots that are rich in resin, such 
as Rhubarb, Jalap, &e., &o., are also apt to agglomerate. The Extra Pow- 
ders being perfectly pure, and free from all foreign substances, are therefore 
more liable to become solid than the common qualities, but where they do so* 
we will replace them with others that are freshly powdered. 

Pnre Chemicals, Prepared at our Laboratonr* 

Antimotty Tartrate, C^itals, Iodide, Lead, Prussic Acid, 

« •» PulT. " " Crystals, -- ^ ^^ 

Ammonia, Aqtua, '' Iron, * 

Mercury, Bin lodiAe, 

« « « Crystals, 

« « Protoiodide, 

Morphine, Sulphate, 

'^ Acetate, 
<5h:anville»s Lotion, 
Oil Oopaiya, 
Oil Cubebs, 
Collodion, 1 os. vials, 
Precipated Chalk, 

^ We are also manufacturing Inspissated and Hydro Alcoholic Extracts, to 
eorrespond with our other goods, and in pqrity and efficacy not equalled by 
any offered in this or any other market. 



Liquor Tort, 
Ammoniated Alcohol, 

« « Aromatic, 

Argemt Nitnui, 

^* « Crystals, 
Lunar Caustic, Nos. 1, 2, S, 
Terri Carb, Precipitated: 
« it if" 'Pttre, 

)>«, Sulphas, Pure, 
« ^* Bxsiccat, 

Iodide, Arsenic, 



Potassa Nitras, Pure, 

Spirits Nitri Dulo, 

Syrup Iodide Iron, 

Sulphuret Potassa, 

Vallet's Ferruginous Blass, 

Zinei Acetas, 

Zinci Sulphas, 

Zinei Chloride, 

Chloride Soda, de Labarraque, 

Confection Roses, 

Confection Senna, 

Blue Fill, Mass, 

IJng Mercurial, 



TheHydre AldohoKe Bxinott AM pMpaved bytfteaa pfocM 
uxn, in sueh a manner that the Taluable properties of the plant are preserved 
uninjured, and at the same time a consisten'ce, color, and tastttsate obtained, 
which are not found in the vegetable extracts now in common use, and which 
are sufficient evidence of their superiority. Amo^g them are 



Bzt. of BellAdoiuift, 

" "• Buttenmt, , 

« *• Buchu, 

" « Bloodroot, • 

« " Oonium, 

" " " Seeds, 

« " " Gemum, 

" " Chamomile, 

" '' Qoloejnth, Ordinary, 

" « Oolocynth, Opt. 

'' *< DandeUon, AlcohoUc, 



Xzl. of Dandelioa, InspiMated, 

" " Dbatalifl, 

« « Gentian, Opt., 

« « « Ordinwy, 

" " HToeeianraa, 

« « Hope, 

" " Jalap, 

« *• Lnpnline, 

" 'C Nux Vomica, 

« " Pinkroot, 

" " QaaMla, 



Xzt. of Bhnbarb, 

" -* SaraapariUa, Simplex, 
« « " Compoimd, 

u « p^]^ u AlcofatoUo, 
« « Hon., « AloohoUc, 
" " Stramoninm, 



Englisl 
Dutch, 



:lish ValeriM^ 



It is a well-established &ct, that many plants which in their native condi- 
tions are possessed of very active medicinal properties, by cultivation lose 
their peculiar characteristics, and become nearly inert. Some vegetables 
which belong to poisonous families of plants by cultivation are made innocu- 
ous, and are freely eaten as food, as the Potato, Parsnep, Celery, &c., ftc. 

To insure to our extracts^ such as HyosciamuSi Belladonna^ Cicvta, 4jf-» oU the 
active therapeutical effects which they should possess, we take pains to procure 
the herbs from which they are prepared /rom places where they are indigenous 
to the soU : vis., from Germany, France, England, India, &c., &o. : and they 
are consequently much superior to extracts made from the cgl&yated plants 
of American growth. 

.These extiaets, together with our Pure Chemicals and Extra Powders, so 
&vorably known throughout the Southern and Western S^ies, have recdved 
the unqualified approbation of various Medical AssodolioDS, and of Physi- 
cians and Apothecaries wherever known. Their ^uperlbr efficacy in all pre- 
scriptions will be at once apparent to every one who reflects upon the difficulty 
oftentimes experienced in the administration of the common drugs of com- 
merce, and the loss of life consequent upon the use of inert remedies. 

JMih The great and increasing demand for Cod fiver (Ml, and the difficulty 

of procuring the oil in its pure state, and such as we can guarantee to our 

customers, has induced us to send an agent to the fisheries, for the purpose of 

having the best article that can be offered in market. This article will also 

bear our label when put up in bottles, and be warranted pure, when ordered 
in bulk. 

The value of this oil, as a remedial fgent in scrofulous affiaotiaBS and pulmo- 
nary diseases, is no longer & questiion^-tne^ daily experience of medical men, in 
its administration, only adds to its*repu|fation. In this, as in dil articles up 



which we place the guarantee of ouy name, we wish to be understood as 
(Bering, to the purchaser and consumer of medioine, the best of its kind that 
the market can afford. 

TO DRUGGISTS. — ^In addition to thx Extra Mxdicinss, vnc also keep a 

LARGE AND WELL-ASSOR'f'ED STOCK OF THE ORDINARY DrUOS AND MeDICIKES 

of commerce, carefvllt selected, and the best that can be procured. 
Our Essential Oils and other Liquids we obtain from the most reliable 
sources, and are submitted to evert known test for impurities ] and we 

AVOID PURCHASINO ANT KIND OF DrUOS IN THE POWDERED STATE. ^ , 

Our arrangements and facilities are such that we can offer induce- 
ments TO DEALERS WHICH MUST INFLUENCE ALL WHO NOT ONLT LIKE TO HATE 
A FAIR SaUTVALENT FOR THEIR MONET, BUT AT THE SAME TIME TO HAVE G0O]>S 

THlT are what thst- intf^oit to i^y, and #ycH as vm.L bear the strictsst 

EXAMINATION AND AHAXTlQf. 



PUBE MEDICINAL EXTRACTS. 

WE WOULD CALL THE ATTENTION OF PHYSICIANS, APOTHECARIES AND 
DRUGGISTS, to our Hat of PURE EXTRACTS and annexed tetUmoniala. 

TILDEN &, Co., 98 John street, New York. 
Inspissated Alcoholic and Hydro-Alcoholic Extracts. 



Aconite. 
Butternut. 
Belladonna. 
Bitter Root. 
Boneset. 
Burdock. 
Blood Root. 
Blue Plaff. 
Boxwood.* 
Conium. 
Chamomile. 
Cohosh, black, 
blue. 
Clover. * 
Cowparsnip. 
Dandelion. 



Digitalii. 
Dulcamara. 
Dock, yellow. 
Giirget, or Poke. 
Gentian. 
HyoecyamuB. 
Hardback. 
Hops. 

Hellebore, black. 
•' white. 

Harehound. 
Indian Hemp. 
Lettuce, Garden. 

Wild. 
Lobelia. 
Mandrake. 



Malorern. 
Mullein. 
Oak. white. 

** black. 

" red. 
Poppy. 
Priucesi Pine . 
Rue. 
Savin. 

Sarsaparilla, American. 
Rio Negro. 

' " Compound. 

Thornapple. 
Wormwood. 



<• Medical Society of the State of New York. 
^^RtMolved, Thatthia Society having seen and examined, and several of them having vwed 
the various Vegetable Exiracts, made by Messrs. Tilden 3c Co., of New I^ebanon, New York, 
•nd being satiafled nf the valu ible character of these preparations, hereby recommend them to 
the members of the profession genet ally. 

•• Albany, February 6«A, 1850. " P. VAN BUREN, Secretary " 

We uave liberal testimonals from several State and county locations. 



Bbrxshirb Medical Instxtutk, > 
PitwjScW, Feb. 7, 1851.5 
I have twice visited the establishment of the M<%8<*rs. Tilden, at New Lebanon, N. Y., com- 
pri^ng their B >tanic Gardens, Steam Mills, and Extract Works, and through the politeness of 
the proprietors examined the raw material, the several processes by wh^cb the mediciaul ex- 
tracts are prepared, and a large number of the extracts themselves. Some of these I have 
used in my practice dirlng the past year. I t^tke great pleasure in certifying that in my opin- 
ion the establishment supplies a long-folt want in the profes^sion— efficient and reliable extracts 
— and I do most cheerfully recommend their trial to physicians. 

H. H. CHILDS, 
President of Berkshire Medical College. 



BowDoiN College, i 
Bruntvdck, Me., March 4, 1851. $ 
Messrs. Tilden & Co., 

GcmeZemen;— Having visited your manufa<«tory of medicin^il extracts, in New Lebanon, and 
inspected the various processes employed, I feel it my duty to state that they are admirably 
adapted to the end proposed, viz : to procu'-e Rxtracti which shall contain all the active prin- 
ciples of the plant from whence thev are derived, possess efficiency and uniformity of strength, 
and which shall not be injured by keeping, by climate, change of teinperature, &c. Your Ex* 
tract of 0)ttium, prepared by steam in vacuo, and from which the albumen auii chlorophyle 
have been sep irated, appears to mn to tie the ne plus uUra of extracts, and the same may be 
Siiid indeed of all the others. Yon have successfully brought all the principles of pharmaceutic 
sciencM to bear upon your various processes, and althou^th eXt>erience m iv possibly suggest 
some improvements, yet I candidly acknowledge that at present 1 find nothing to suggest, no> 
thing to find fault with. That you may tie rewarded for your enterprise and skill is the sincere 
wish of Your humble servaut, 

CHAS. A. LEE. 
Prof, of Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 
For further communications we would refer to our general circular. 

For a particular notice and analysis of our Extract of Conium we would refer to the Phila- 
delphia Journal of Pharmacy of October, 185U, and April, 1851. 



Wood if Bache's Dispensatory, edition 1851. Drs W. Sf B- 8*7 of Extract of Conium:^*' That 
imported from London has usually been considered best; but we nave seen and tried t)\e Ex- 
tract prepared bv the Messrs. Tilden Sf Co., of New York, by evaporation in vacuo at a low heat, 
and have found it 5tt/>ertor to any that we had previously employed." For further notice, s«s 
pa^es 968 and 980. 



OF 

PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS 

OF THE 

XTNIYEBSITT OF THE STATE OF NEW TOSK 



The Forty-Sixth Sessioti of the. College will be commenced on Mon- 
day, lltb of October, 1852, and coBtinued until March lOth, 1853 
(commencement day). 

ALEXANDEE H. STEVENS, H. D., LI. D., 

President of the College and Emeritus Professor of Climcai Surgery, 

JOSEPH U. SMITH, H. S., 

Professor of the Theory and Practice of Medicine and Clinical Medicine, 

JOHN T0BRS7, H. D., LL. S., 

Profenor of Botany and Chemiitry. 

BOBE£T WATTS, H. S., 

Professor of Anatomy* 

WILLABD PABEEB, K. D., 

Professor of the Principles and Practice of Surgery, 

CHANDLEB B. OHHAK, H. D., 

Professor of Obstetrics and the Diseases of Women and Children. 

ALONZO GLABE, H. D., 

Professor of Physiology and Pathology, (including Microscopy,) 

ELISHA BABTLETT, H. D., 

Professor of Materia Mediea and Medical Jurisprudence. 

CHABLES E. ISAACS, M. S., 

Demonstrator of Anatomy, 

Z* ZS ZS 151 • 

Matriculation Fee, $5; Fees for the full Course of Lectures, $105 ; 
Demonstrator's Ticket, $5 ; Graduation Fee, $25 ; Board, average $3 
per week. 

Clinical Instruction is given at tJie New York Hospital daily, by the 
Medical Officers, ( Professor Smith being one of them,) fee $8 per annum ; 
at the Bellevue Hospital twice a week, without fee, (Professors Parker 
and Clark belonging to the Medical Staff ;) at the Eye Infirmary, with- 
out fee; and upwards of 1000 patients are annually exhibited to the 
class in the College Clinique, Obstetrical cases and subjects for dissec- 
tion are abundantly furnished through the respective departments. 

The Annual Commencement is held at the close of the Session ; there 
is also a Semi-annual Examination on the Second Tuesday of September. 
The pre-requisites for Graduation are — 21 years of age, three years of 
Study, including two full Courses of Lectures, the last of which must 
have been attended in this College, and the presentation of a Thesis on 
some subject connected with Medical Science. 

In addition to the regular Course, and not interfering with it, a Course 
of Lectures will be commenced on Monday, 27th September, and con- 
tinued until the 1 1 th October. 

This Course will he free, 

R. WATTS, M. D., Secretary to the Faculty.' 
College of Physicians and Surgeons, ) 
67 Crosby Street, New York, \ 



Termg— $2 a Year, in Advance. Single Copies, 18i cents. 
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VHIVE&SITT OF NEW TOBX, MEDICAL DEFABTMEirT. 

SESSION OF 185 2—5 3. 

PAOULTYOP MEDICINE. 

Valkntink Mott, M. D., LL. D., Emeritus Professor of Surgery and Surgical Anatomj, and Ex- 
President of the Faculty. 

Marttn Painb, M. D., Professor of Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 

GuNNiNo 8. Bkdford, M. D., Professor of Obstetrics, the Diseases of Women and Children, and 
Clinical Midwifery. 

John W. Draj»kr, M. D., Professor of Chemistry and Physiology. 

Alfrkd C. Post, M. D., Professor of the Principles and Operations of Surgery, with Surgical and 
Pathological Anatomy. 

Mersoitr Olthkb, M. D., Professor of the Institutes and Practice of Medicine. 
' William H. Van Burin, M. D., Professor of General and Descriptiye Anatomy. 

William Darling, M. D., Demonstrator of Anatomy. 

GaoRGE A. Petkrs, M. D., Prosector to the Professor of Surgery. 

Alex. B. Mott, M. D., Prosector to the Emeritus Professor of Surgery. 

JOHN W. DRAPER, M. D., President of the Faculty. 

Course op Instruction. TheConrsesof Lectures given will be on Anatomy, General, Descriptiye. 
Surgical and Pathological; Surgery; Materia Medica; Therapeutics; Institutes and practice of Medi- 
cine ; Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Children ; Chemistry and Physiology. These courses are 
arranged In such a way that six lectures a day are given, except when clinlques intervene. The 
cUniques are : 

1. An Obstetric Clinique every Monday, from 2 1-2 to 4 1-2 o^clock, P. M. This clinique was 
first established by Professor Bedford, in October, 1850, and from that time it has met with constantly 
increasiug success. More than 1700 cases of the most interesting diseases of women and children haye 
been presented at it. So great are the facilities of the City of New York in this respect, that it may be 
truly said, that nowhere else do such opportunities exist for the study of this department 

2. A Surgical Clinique every Tuesday, from 2 1-2 to 4 1-2 o'clock, P. M., under the chaise of 
Professor Mott. All surgical operations which may be necessary, are performed in presence of the 
Students. The senior Students naye the privilege of attending the Patients at their houses, under the 
direction of the Professor. 

3. A Medical Clinique eyery Wednesday, from 2 1-2 to 4 1-2 P. M., under the charge of Professor 
Clymer. In this Clinique every variety of disease will be brought before the Class, and special atten> 
tion will be giyen to maladies of the chest, auscultation, percussion, &c. The Patients will be glyen in 
chaise of the senior Students, to be attended under the direction of the Professor. 

4. A Surgical Clinique every Saturday, from 10 to 12 o'clock, under the charge of Professor Poet. 
This is conducted in the same manner and upon the same principle as the Tuesday Clinique. 

Practical Anatomy. The Session during which the dissecting-room will be open for Students, 
will occupy five months, commencing the flrst day of October, and terminating on the first day of March 
following. During the month of October, the room will be open from 8 o'clock, A. M., till 5 o^clock, 
P. M., and it will be the duty of the Demonstrator to attend there regularly during that month, from 10 
o'clock, A. M., till 1 o'clock, P. M^ and to devote himself assiduously to the Instruction of the pupils 
in the art of dissecting, and in the acquisition of anatomical knowledge. During tiie months of No- 
yember, December, January and February, the dissecting-room will be open from 8 o'clock, A. M., till 
10 o'clock, P.M.; and it will be the duty of the Demonstrator to be in attendance from half-past 2 
o'clock until 4 o'clock, and from half-past 7 o'clock, until 10 o'clock, P. M., and to devote himself to 
the instruction of the dissecting Students. The Students, on the payment of the fee for the dissecting 
ticket, (five dollars) will be entitled to all privileges of the dissecting-room, and will likewise be 
furnished with soap and towels for washing. No extra charges will be made them on any accouni 
whatever, except for their subjects, and the injection of subjects, and it shall be always optional with 
the students, to have them injected or not. 

Regulations for the Terms or Lectures, &c.— -Requisites for Graduation.— The Lectures 
commence on Monday, the 18th of October, and are continued until the last day of February following. 

The Examinations for D^rees will commence about the first of March, and will be continued dally, 
until the candidates shall have been examined. 

The following are the requisitions for the Diploma. 

1st. The Candidate must be 21 years of age. 

2nd. He must have attended two Courses of Medical Lectures; one of which must be delivered in 
the Medical Department of the University of New York. 

3rd. The Candidate must have studied Medicine for three years, (the terms of attending Lectures 
being included in these,) under the direction of a respectable Medical Practitioner. 

4lh. He must write a Medical Thesis, either in the English, Latin, or French language. 

Two Commencements take place annually in the University, at either of which Candidates who have 
complied with the above requisitions may graduate. 

The flrst takes place early in the month of March, and the other about the middle of the month of 
July. The great body of the Candidates will, no doubt, graduate at the Spring Commencement ; but 
those who wish to postpone it will have the opportunity of coming forward in July. 

The Examinations for degrees are conducted in private by the Professors individually. 

Fees for the Winter Course : 

Full Course of Lectures, ....... $105 

Matriculation Fee, 5 

Practical Anatomy 5 

$115 
Students on arriving in town will call at the College in Fourteenth Street, between Irving Place and 
Third Avenue, and inquire for the Janitor, Mr. Polman, who will provide them with boarding-houses 
Letters may be addressed to Da. Draper, President of the Medical Faculty, University, Ne wYork 



Br. 8WETT ON DISEASES OF THE CHEST 



D. APPLETON & CO. 

WILL PUBLISH fiABLY IN FBBBUARY, 

ATREATI8B OH THE DI8KA8BS OF THE 0HE8T. 

B«iD|r a Goune of Leetures delivered at the New York Hospital, by John A. Swbtt, 
M. D., Phyiician to the New York Hoepital, formerly Preeident of the New 
York Pathological Society. 1 vol. 8vo., 600 pages. 

The above Treatiie is intended to embrace all the welt established practical facts 
in relation to the important class of Diseases of which it treats. 



PRIVATE LTINO-IN ASTLUM. 

RMOmmendttd by the most diitinguiahed of the ProfeBaion in this eitj. (Sm CirciiJmr M 
M.) ADolioatioiiA for " ' ..^ . , ^. _. , - - 

D., ISCT Dttaas Park. 



0Mct.) Ap£lioati<»ia'for admusloa personslly, or by letter, may be made to Jamaa Kennedy, 



MEDICAL INSTITDTION OF YALE COLLEGE, 

NEW HAVBN, CONN. 



The Course of Lectures commenceH anuually ou the last Thursday of 
September, and continues sixteen weeks. 

Benjamin Silliman, M. D., L L. D., ou Chemistry and Pharmacy. 

Eli Ivks, M. D., on Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 

Jonathan Knight, M. D., on the Principles and Practice of Surgery. 

Timothy P. Beees, M. D., on Obstetrics. 

Charles Hooker, M. D., on Anatomy and Physiology. 

Worthington Hooker, M. D., on the Theory and Practice of Physic. 

Lecture Fees, $68.50. Matriculation, $o. Graduation, |15. 

CHABLES HOOKER, Dean. 

Aug., 1852. 



BBMllT A. PAMZBLS, 

ANATOMICAL DEAUGHTSMAN, 

58 lilBPBlf ABU STUBBT, (Near BMadway.) 

Lithography, Wood Engraving, and Medical Print Coloring attended to. 

Lenoni given in Anatomical Drawing. 



mEM Bo mMMMW, ■ 

MANITFACTUKEK OF 

SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS, 

193 Broadway, comer of Soy Stroot* 

NEW-YORK. 



SPECTACLES-EYE SIGHT. 

OPPIOB 02 80WBBT, 

Three Doon from the Theatre, New-Tork. 

E. SKOTT FKANKS, SPECTACLE MAKEK, 

All Speotaelei parchawd ttom B. S. FRANKS will be exchanged free of cost, if not 
CoDBnltiag and Practical Optician, Foblio Lecturer on the Anatomieal Fonn and 

Physiology of the Human Eye, and on the good and bad effecta of Spectaelea. 
satisfactory. He aim repairs and fits glasses into parties^ own frames, and always 
adjusts his Spectacles to the Eye on the most approved principles that have been dia- 
oovered in modern science. 

OFFICE 52 BOWERY, three doors from the Theatre, New- York. 
E. S. FRANKS, has the pleasure of referring to the Surgeons of the N. Y. Eye 
Infirmary, and other distinguished medical gentlemen of this city, from whom he 
has received testimonials. 

SMDEESOFS NEW TRUSS. 

The action of this instrument is derived from a fixture m the centre, which re* 
verws the pressure obtamed from the ordinary Truss, and directs it to the several in- 
dications of the disease. The canal, through which the hernia protrudes, bemg two 
and a half inches in length, diverging through a series of ligaments, from the interior 
of the abdomen towards the centre, where it comes out externally, it follows that the 
compression must be directed to the entire length, or otherwise the difficulty is in* 
creased. This instrument consequently throws the pressure first upon the external 
opening, and as the draft is made upon the levers, which are bent to the shape of 
the body, it is extended along the canal until the internal opening is closed against 
further protrusion. Then by fastening the back strap, the viscera are held in the 
cavity until the natural contractions efiect the cure. For sale, wholesale and re- 
tail, at the 

HOOD'S TRUSS OFFICE, 

NO. 3 BARCIiAY-STREET, NEW-YORK. 

Hie Nbw-Yoik Msmcal Tikis will be pvbUilMd on tbe Irt of ereiy month. Oommimiea 
tioBS may be addressed to the Editor, No. 47 Amity street. Terms, |2 per smium, payable in 
advance. 



T«m nf idtertkbig In the Hew-T^k MeAcil Tiaes. 

OnePaae. •« 00 1 Bsob additSonal inaBrtiea, . . fl 50 

Each sdditional insertion, . SOO One-lbuillkofaPafie. .150 

OnehalfofaPsg^ . . . S tt lEachaddltionalinMrtloa, . . 100 
Medical College Notices, occupying one psge, two months, or two insertions, flO. Half peg 
two months |5. 

All Adverttsements for leu thsn three months must be prepaid. 



90 Tfifl 
BIEDICAL PROFESSION AND DEALERS IN MEDICINE. 



Your earnest attention is requested to a branoh of business intimately o^- 
nected with success in the treatment of disease. It is well known among dealers, 
and yet not generally known by the profeaaion and the public, that pure and 
genuine medicines, particulary pure powdered drugs, from the first quality f 
gums and roots, are scarcely procurable in this country, and, therefore, phy- 
sicians cften prescribe me^cines to meet certain indications in the disease of 
the patient, without obtaining the desired and expected beneficial result. To 
enumerate the articles of adulterated medicines that are daily sold in market, 
would be to name almost the entire list of the materia medica. From the finer 
and more important chemicals and pharmaceutical preparations, such as Mor- 
phine, Quinine, Hydriodate Potass, Calomel, Blue Pill, &c., &c., down to the 
mdst common, and those of daily use, such as Cream Tartar, Rhubarb, Super 
Carb., Soda, &c., the adulterations are so adroitly made, that even the closest 
inspectioh, without analyzation, will not detect them. Qoinine is often fomid 
largely adulterated (in some instances more than half) with Mannite and 
other substances. Blue mass and Calomel have been found much more than 
half adulteration. A gentleman, at one time connected with an eztenaiTe 
manufacturing establishment, informed us that, just before he left England) 
the factory turned odt more than four thousand pounds of Blue Pill, contain- 
ipg Barytes, instead of Mercury ; and it was all destined for the American 
market. 

It seems to be somewhat difBicult to determine where the blame rests for 
this state of things. An importing house, well known in this city, was aecused, 
not long since, of selling ^npure dnjigs, and replying to the charge, through 
the New-York Express newspaper, they say : « 

Tke pretence tliat dmggists who bay medieines of wholesale »nd commotion mereb*nt«, to 
dispense them or sell them at retail, are imposed upon or misled in the purchase of infiirlor aiii* 
oIe% is too unfounded to deserve any other answer than can be gathered from the very article is 
question. The price is an infallible test of the purity of all Medicines. Our customers re<;^uire, 
and we consequently import and «eU to theiHy Blue raaw at HI SK) p^ pound, and ft OMnmoa arti- 
cle at 75 or 80 cents. 

We alw&ys keep and foniiali th» begi dxngs to those thfet will buy th«m. For thoie ib«t rtqvire 
an inferior article, we keep an inferior article, which we sell for, and they buy as inferior, ftpd ftt 
a less price. r 

From this it would seem that the chief difficulty was the onwi^mgnen oi 
buyers to pay the price of good drugs. Buyers, in their turn, allege that the 
consumer, the physidan, and the apothecary will not pay for pure drags, and 
will buy where cheapnessy not quality, is the standard. 

While we are not able to say where the blame Hes, one thing we hare de- 
termined on, and that is, that it shall not be upon us. 

The importance of pure chemicals is felt by every practitioner, and yet 
they are scarcely to be obtained in any part of the country, as they are 
excluded by the low price of the ordinary article. Indeed, several; ohemi- 
*esl8^ of great value in the treatment of disease, have almost IkUen into 
disuse, from the simple &et of their known impurity as famished to the pro. 
fession. 

Tnowing this matter to be worthy the first kad earnest comaderation of the 
praetiiioaer, we would respectfully ask attention to the accompanying 



CIRCULAR. 

The recent laiw of CoDgress, in relation to adalter&ted Drag^ ^Tee us the 
oj^portunity of bringing more generally to the favorable notiee of Physioians 
and Apothecaries, oar preparation of superior medicines, known as 

** PHILIP SCHIEFFELIN & CO.'S EXTRA MEDICINES." 

Our establishment haying been in operation in this dty for mork than 
HALF A CENTURY, gives u8 the benefit of long experience in determining the 
qualities of articles, and understanding the wants of those who wish to dis- 
pense medicines of uniform strength. We wish to call particular 'attention 
to our Extra Powders, which are pulverized from selected roots and gums of 
the very beat quality, and, when necessary, every piece is broken and ex- 
amined under our own immediate supervision, and consequently possess a 
purity hitherto unknown in this country, and a uniformity of action upon 
which the physician may rely with perfect confidence. 

Powdered Jalap, (which is so frequently found adulterated qr utterly 
worthless,) when prepared by us is from the roots of the true Mexican Jalap 
and not from the spurious and inert roots and tops of the plant, which has 
been so commonly sold of late in our principal sea-ports. Our powdered 
Ipecac, extra, also, will be found much superior to the usual article of com 
merce, being made from the true Bracilian Ipecacusinha, and consisting solely 
of the active outer coating of the root, carefully separated from the ligneous 
parts, and from all other inert matters. In pulverizing Colocynth, extra, we 
retfun only the active pulp of the apple, rejecting the seeds, which latter con 
stituttf the principal part of the weight of the fruit, and are nearly inert. 
Powdered Rhubarb, extra, we prepare from the best East India Rhubarb, 
which is culled over with great care, every root being broken to detect any 
unsoundness. The powde^d Resin Guaiac, extra, is the pure Resin oolleoted 
in tears, entirely free from the dross and dirt usual to tb^ ordinary Guaiac of 
c<Hnmerce. 

The Scammoay, also, is powdered from an article differing in appearance, 
and very much superior to what is useally sold fbr Aleppo SoammoAy. Blue 
Pill, bearing our label, will always contain one-third part of Mercury, and our 
Hydro-sublimed Calomel will bq found to be of superior and regular quality. 

Care is taken to have these *' Extra Medidnes" not only pure^ but of the best 
quality procurable. When required, any of these articles can be obtained of 
us in their original state, as some may desire a superior article to use unpow- 
dered. I%e life of the patient, as well as the success and reptaation of the 
physician and apothecary^ depends so much upon the prompt action of the me- 
dicines used in sickness, that we feel every confidence that any effort to fur. 
nish them with pure and superior drugs will be fully appreciated. To 
preserve the preparations from being injured by the Bit and moisture, they 
are generally put up in bottles and jars, oontainiag one pound each, and.alid 
in five and ten pound canisten. They should be kept as much as pooBible 
from the light. 

It will be observed that the prices of these superior articles are neoessanly 
higher than those of the ordinary kind, and jfhju^aa» a^^ ^erobants ^t a 



diftaaM, whoa thejwiih this qittUty Mat tk«m, are pardoularl j tequestei to 
write f«r the ^^ fizTRA MzDiciKsf' of 

Hulip Sehieflblin, Hainas & Co., 

Dkuooists and Chxmiits, New-York. 

In order furthir to tnsure th» purity of our Potbders^ we have everything pul 
verizid unaer our own inepection^ and on our own premises. 

EXTRA POWDERS. 

Goloojni 

Lieorica, Oalalb 
Votnngrek Seed, 
Gentian Boot, 



AroiBAtic Powder, U. ft. P. 
Pair. Afrie&n Pepper, 

" Alam, 

" Allspice, 

" Aloes, Oape, 

« « Soeot, 

" Asfl&totida, 

" Antivonj, KefBlkAilph. 



Angostora Bark, 

Aniseeds, 

BuTberry Bark, 

Behadonna, 

Blood Boot, 

Bitter Root, • 

Black Boot, 

Borax, 

Bachn, 

Caraway Seeds, 

Cantharides, 

Ganella Alba, 

Gardamon, (Seeds only,) 

Cienta, 

OranesbiU, 

Glores, 

Cinnamon, ordinary, 

" Ceylon, 

Oohosb, Black, 
Colnmbo, 
Colehioom Boot, 

'< Seed, 

Coloeynth Palp, 
Cnbebs, 
Digitalis, 



. Tials, 
Xxt Coloeynth, C'd., 



Oinger, Jamaica, 
Golden Seal, 

OnAiac Besin, from Tean, 
Gam Arabic, Tnrkey, 
Gamboge, 
Mastich, 
Myrrh, 
Tragacant h. 
Hellebore, White, 
Hyoseiamos, 

Ipecac, without the woody 
[centre. 
Ipecac and Opinm, Po- 
(Tor's Powders, 
Jalap, 
Kino, Trne, 
Lobelia, 



PalT. Opinm, Tnrkey, 
" Orange Peel, 
" OrrisBoot, 
" Pepper, Cayenne, Amer. 
** Pepper, Black, 
*^ Peruvian Bark,Loxa, 
" « « Bed, 

•* « « Cslisaya, 

Prickly Ash Bark, 
-^ Pink Boot, 
« Plearisy Root, 
" Rhubarb, Turkey, 
« " B. India, 

" Rhatany Boot, 
" Sarsapafilla, Para, 
" Sage, 

" Summer Savory, 
" Sweet Maijeram, 
" Sabina, 
" Senna, Alex. 
" Seneka Root, 
*^ Scammony, Aleppo, No. 1, 
•* " Virgin, 

" " *^lo«.Tials, 

" Snakeroot, Virginia, 
« Squills, 
" ' . Sulphate Copper, 

'^ Iron, 

« Potass, 
« Uva Ursi, 
** Valerian, Xnglish, 
Ice., &c. 



' Bfandrake, 

' Marsh Ro«emary, 

' Mace, 

' Mesereon, 

' Nuz Vomica, 

' Nitrate Potass, Pure, 

' Nutmegs, 

' NutgiUls, 

BotUes and Cans at Coat. 

"When put up in I and i lb. Bottles, at 10 cents per pound advance. 

As many of the Gums, &c., are of unusual purity^ for instance Guaiac, 
Aloes, Assafoetida, &c., &c., they are very liable to ran together and booome 
solid. Even the ordinary common gums of commerce are so apt to run toge- 
ther that Drug-grinders usually grind with them some woody substance, such 
as Licorice-root, Gentian-root, &c., &c. Some roots that are rich in resin, such 
as Rhubarb, Jalap, &c., &c., are also apt to agglomerate. The Extra Pow- 
ders being perfectly pure, and free from all foreign substances, are therefore 
more liable to become solid than the common qualities, but where they do sot 
we will replace them with others that are freshly powdered. 

Pnre Chemicals, Prepared at our Iiaboratonr* 



Antimony Tartrate, Crystals, 

" •» PulT. 

Ammonia, Aqtua, 

'' Liquor Port, 

Ammoniated Alcohol, 

*< '' Aromatic, 

Argent Nitras, 

^* « Crystals, 
liuaar Caustic, Nos. 1, 2, S, 
Ferri Carb, Precipitated, 

« « *^ Pure, 

" SnlphM, Pure, 

« ^* ^Bxsiocat, 

Iodide, Arsenic, 



Iodide, Lead, 

« «<^ Crystals, 

« Iron, 

« « Pure, 

Mereary, Bin Iodide, 

« « " Crystals, 

« « Protoiodide, 

Morphine, Sulphate, 

*^ Acetate, 
Oranyille's Lotion, 
Oil Copaiva, 
OilGubebs, 
Collodion, 1 oz. yials, 
Preclpated Chalk, 



Prussic Acid, 

Potassa Nitras, Pure, 

Spirits Nitri Dulc, 

Syrup Iodide Iron, 

Sulphuret Potassa, 

Vallet's VerruginouB Mass, 

Zinei Acetas, 

Zinci Sulphas, 

Zinci Chloride, 

Chloride Soda, de Lat)arraqTie, 

Confection Roses, 

Confection Senna, 

Blue Pill, Mass, ' 

TTng Mercurial, 



We are also manufacturing Inspissated and Hydro Alcoholic Extracts, to 
correspond with our other goods, and in purity and eflcaey not equalled by 
any offered if^ f^s or ^y other market. 



Th« Hydro Aiooholie Exfeneii tM pMpured by steftai p r oe aM, and in a ?aea- 
mn, in saeli a manner tlat tiie talnaUe properties of tbe plant are presenred 
nninjared, and at the same time a consistence, color, and taste are obtained, 
which are not fonnd in the regetable extracts now in common use, and which 
are sufficient evidence of their superiority. Among them are 



Xxl of BeUadoBBA, 
« ** Buttonmt, 
« ** Bachn, 
" ** BloodTOot, 
" " OoDiom, 
« « "Seeds, 
« « « Gennkii, 
" " Chamomile, 
" " Oolocjmth, Ordlnarj, 
" " Colocjnth, Opt. 
^ - •• .Alcoh 



Xxt. of DftndeUoB, Xuptemtod, 

" " PIfxtalU, 

•« « CkntiMJ, Opt., 

« M t* Ordiaaiy, 

" ** Hyoidaaut, 

« « Hops, 

« « Jalap, 

« « LupSine, 

" ** NnxYomioa, 

« «« Pinkroot, 

'* *< Qvaaila, 



Xzt of BhalMur>, 

" •* Saraapartila, Simplex, 

« « « Oompouad; 

« « Para " llcohoUo, 

« " Hon., " AlcohoUc, 

'* '* Stramooium, 

" " •* SMdi, 

" " Xngliih YaleriiB, 

« « Dutch, « 



** " DaadeUon, AleohoUe, 

It is a well-established fact, that naay plants which in their native condi- 
tions are possessed of very active medicinal properties, by cultivation lose 
their peculiar characteristics, and become nearly inert. Some vegetables 
which belong to poisonous families of plants by cultivation are made innocu- 
ous, and are freely eaten as food, as the Potato, Parsnep, Celery, &c., &c. 

To ensure to our extracts, such as Hyosciamus, Belladonna, Cicuta, Ijf^c, all the 
active therapeutical effects which they should possess, we take pains to procwre 
the herbs from which they are prepared from places where they are indigenous 
to the soil : viz., from Germany, France, England, India, &c., &c. : and they 
are consequently much superior to extracts made from the cultivated plants 
of American growth. 

These extracts, together with our Pore Chemicals and £xtra Powders, so 
&vorably known throughout the Southern and Western States, have received 
the unqualified approbation of various Medical Associations, and of Physi- 
cians and Apothecaries wherever known. Their superior efficacy in all pre- 
scriptions will be at once apparent to every one who reflects upon the difficulty 
oftentimes experienced in the administration of the common drugs of com. 
merce, and the loss oflifi consequent upon the use of inert remedies. 

WS^ The great and increasing demand for Cod liver Oil, and the difficulty 

of procuring the oil in its pure state, and such as we can guarantee to our 

customers, has induced us to send an agent to the fisheries, for the purpose of 

having the best article that can be offered in market. This article will also 

bear our label when put up in bottles, and be warranted pure, when ordered 
in bulk. 

The value of this oil, as a remedial acentin scrofulous affiootions andrpulmo- 
nary diseases, is no longer a question — xne daily experience of medical men, in 
its administration, only adds to its reputation. In this, as in all articles upon 
which we place the guarantee of our name, we wish to be understooa as 
offering, to the purchaser and consumer of medicine, the best of its kind that 
the market can afford. 

TO DRUGGISTS. — In AnnrriON to the Extra Medicines, vnc also keep a 

LARGE AND WELL-ASSORTED STOCK OF THE ORDINARY DrUGS AND MeDICINES 
OF COMMERCE, CAREFCLLT SELECTED, AND THE BEST THAT CAN BE PBOCITRED. 

Our Essential Oils and other Liquids we obtain from the most reliable 

SOVRCES, AND ARE SUBMITTED TO EVERT KNOWN TEST FOR IMPURITISS; AND WE 
AVOID PURCHASING ANT KIND OF DrUGS IN THE POWDERED STATE. 

Our arrangements and facilities are such that we can offer induce- 
ments TO dealers which must influence all VmO NOT ONLT LIKE TO HAVE 
A FAIR SQUIVALEMT FOR THXIB KONET, BUT AT THE SAME TIME TO HAVE GOODS 

THAT are what they purport to be, and sycH A# vhll bear the strictest 

EXAMINATION AND ANALYSIS. 



PUBE MEDICINAL EXTRACTS. 

WE WOULD CALL THE ATTENTION OF PHYSICIANS, APOTHECARIES AND 
DRUOGISTSf to our list of PURE EXTRACTS and annexed testimoniali. 

TILDEN & Co., 98 John street, New York. 
lospissated Alcoholic and Hydro-Alcoliolic Extracts* 

Aconite. DislUlis. Malefern. 

Butternut. Dulcamara. Mullein. 

Belladonna. Dock, yellow. Oak, white. 

Bitter Root. Garget, or Poke. " black. 

Boneset. Gentian. ** red. 

Burdock. Hyoscyamui. Poppy. 

Blood Root. Hardhack. Princess Pine. 

Blue Flar. Hops. Rue. 

Boxwood. Hellebore, black. Sarin. 

Conium. " white. Sarsaparilla, American. 

Chamomile. Harehound. " Rio Negro. 

Cohosh, black. Indian Hemp. " Compound. 

" blue. Lettuce, Garden. Thornapple. 

Clover. " Wild. Wormwood. 

Cow parsnip. Lobelia. 

Dandelion. Mandrake. 

'• Medical Society of the State of New York. 
**ReM0lved, That this Society haring seen and examined, and MTeral of them haying used 
the Tarious Vegetable Extracts, made by Messrs. Tilden & Co., of New Lebanon, New- York, 
and being satisfied of the valuable character of these preparations, hereby recommend them tg 
the members of the orofession generally. 

" Albany, February 6tA, 1850. " P. VAN BUREN, Secretary " 

We have liberal testimonals from several State and county locationsv 



Bkrkshirb Mkdical Institute, ) 
PitUjUld, Feb. 7, 1851. 5 
I have twice visited the establishment of the Messrs. Tilden, at New Lebanon, N. Y., com- 
pTlaing theh: Botanic Gardens, Steam Mills, and Extract Works, and through the politeness of 
the proprietors examined the raw material, the several processes by which the medicinal ex- 
tracts are prepared, and a large Dumber of the extracts themselves. Some of these I have 
used in my practice during the past year. I take great pleasure in certifying that in my opin- 
ion the establishment supplies a long-felt want in de profession— eflSicient and reliable extracts 
— and I do most cheerfully recommend their trial to physicians. 

H. H. CHILDS. 
President of Berkshire Medical College, 

Bowdoin Colleob, ) 
Bruruwick, Me., March 4, 1851. i 
Mkssrb. Tilden & Co., 

Gentlemen:— Having visited your manufastory of medicinal extracts, in New Lebanon, anil 
inspected the various processes employed, I feel it my duty to state that they are admirably 
adapted to the end proposed, viz : to procure extracts which shall contain all the active prin- 
ciples of the plant from whence they are derived, possess efficiency and uniformity of strength, 
and which shall not be injured by keeping, by climate, change of temperature, &c. Your Ex- 
tract of Conium, prepared by steam in vacuo, and from which the albumen and chlorophyle 
have been separated, appears to me to be the ne plus uUra of extracts, and the same may be 
said indeed of all the others. You have successfully brought all the principles of pharmaceutic 
science to bear upon your various processes, and although experience may possibly suggest 
some improvements, vet I candidly acknowledge that at present 1 find nothing to suggest, no- 
thing to find fault with. That you may be rewarded for your enterprise and skill is the sincere 
wish of Your humble servant, 

CHAS. A. LEE, 
Prof, of Materia Medica and TherapeuHes. 
For further communications we would refer to our general circular. 

For a particular notice and analysis of our Extract of Conium we would refer to the Phila- 
delphia Journal of Pharmacy of October, 1850, and April, 1851. 



Wood Sf Backers Dispenaaiory, edition 1851. Dra W. 4- B, say of Eviraxz of Conium:—** That 
imported from London has usually been' considered best; but we have seen and tried the Ex- 
tract prepared by the Messrs. Tilden Sf Co., of New-York, by evaporation in vacuo at a low heat, 
and have found it superior to any that we had previously employed." For further notice, ses 
pages mtaid 980, 



OF 

PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS 

OF THB 

UHIYEBSITT OF THE STATE OF NEW TOEK. 



The Forty-Sixth Session of the College will be commenced on Mon- 
day, 11th of October, 1862, and continued until March 10th, 1853 
(commencement day). 

ALEXANDEE fi. STEVENS, H. D., LL. D., 

President of the College and Emeritus Professor of Clinical Surgery, 

JOSEPH M. SMITH, IL D., 

Professor of the Theory and Practice of Medicine and Clinical Medicine. 

JOHN TOERSY, H. D., LL. D., 

Professor of Botany and Chemistry. 

BOBEBI WATTS, H. S., 

Professor of Anatomy. 

WILLAED PABEER, H. D., 

Professor of the Principles and Practice of Surgery. 

CHANSLEB B. OUHAN, H. S., 

Professor of Obstetrics and the Diseases of Women and Children. 

ALONZO GLAEE, H. D., 

Professor of Physiology and Pathology, (including Microscopy.) 

ELISHA BAETLETT, M. D., 

Professor of Materia Medica and Medical Jurisprudence. 

CHARLES E. ISAACS, M. D., 

Demonstrator of Anatomy. 

IE* ZS ZS 151 . 

Matriculation Fee, $5; Fees for the full Course of Lectures, $105 ; 
Demonstrator's Ticket, $5 ; Graduation Fee, $25 ; Board, average $3 
per week. 

Clinical Instruction is given at the New York Hospital daily, by the 
Medical Officers, (Professor Smith being one of them,) fee $8 per annum ; 
at the Bellevue Hospital twice a week, without fee, (Professors Parker 
and Clark belonging to the Medical Staff ;) at the Eye Infirmary, with- 
out fee; and upwards of 1000 patients are annually exhibited to the 
class in the College Clinique. Obstetrical cases and subjects for dissec- 
tion are abundantly furnished through the respeciive departments. 

The Annual Commencement is held at the close of the Session ; there 
is also a Semi-annual Examination on the Second Tuesday of September. 
The preri-equisites for Graduation are-r-21 years of age, three years of 
Study, including two full Courses of Lectures, the last of which must 
have been attended in this College, and the presentation of a Thesis on 
some subject connected with Medical Science. 

In addition to the regular Course, and not interfering with it, a Course 
of Lectures will be commenced on Monday, 27 th September, and con- 
tinued until the llth October. 

This Course will he free. 

R. WATTS, M. D., Secretary to the Faculty. 
College of Physicians and Surgeons^ > 
67 Crosby Street, New York. J 
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